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Abstract

Among the central discussions in the evolution of language and thought within Islamic mysticism is the perceptual and ontological
perspective of Islamic mystics, which has received extensive attention in the works of mystics and Sufis. From the perspective of the
Sufis, wahdat al-shuhud (the unity of perception) signifies the perception and affirmation of divine unity. According to this viewpoint,
divine unity is proven solely through the mystical unveiling (kashf) and perception (shuhud) of the spiritual wayfarer (salik). Adherents
of wahdat al-shuhud believe that the essence of the Divine is beyond all similitude and likeness. In contrast, followers of wahdat al-wujud
(the unity of being) consider nothing to be real or true except being, which is identical to the Divine Essence. Awhad al-Din Maraghe’i
was a mystic of the late 13th and early 14th centuries CE. In his poetic work Jam-e Jam, he addresses the characteristics of the human
being. The aim of the present study is to examine Awhadi Maraghe’i’s perceptual perspective in comparison with the ontological views
of Sheikh Mahmoud Shabestari in Gulshan-e Raz and Asiri Lahiji in 4srar al-Shuhud, conducted through a descriptive-analytical
approach. Awhadi Maraghe’i emphasizes wahdat al-shuhud, whereby the salik, through unveiling and perception, reaches annihilation
(fana) in the One Reality. In contrast, Shabestari and Asiri Lahiji focus on wahdat al-wujud in their works and believe that all beings are
manifestations of a single Reality, namely God. This research demonstrates that in the works of these mystics, there is a consistent
emphasis on the unity of reality, divine manifestations, and the negation of dualities in the cosmos.

Keywords: Wahdat al-Wujud, Wahdat al-Shuhud, Perfect Human, Awhadi Maraghe’i, Shabestari, Asiri Lahiji.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The study delves into the comparative analysis
of two central concepts in Islamic mysticism,
Wahdat al-Shuhud (Unity of Perception) and
Wahdat al-Wujud (Unity of Being), as explored
in the works of three prominent mystics:
Awhadi Maraghe'i in Jam-e Jam, Mahmoud
Shabestari in Gulshan-e Raz, and Asiri Lahiji
in Asrar al-Shuhud. The research employs a

descriptive-analytical methodology, drawing

Sl Sl s s S Dl s sl S
3L gl Sy oS Sl Hub cpl gl e Ml
L ol sl o g oo ool 5L 51 (5Lt 5 b 2 5 b
daily oy Rl ssed a4 Wlg e Bl Sl 5 b
o235l JelS jsba e S e ol 55k s I 5
sdalin ;) Lol dly Ol gl gl 5 Lgd o gome S
S e i S Ol (St S pee il LS
5 LSl a8 s 1 My " e (0
rJL:« Cslite 5 g b la S gl uS e ol ol Col b
2N ey Cad Db s Ol Olpea | xaa
oI sl SUes culg 5 Slsgr e sld 4 il 5Ll
ol o s 4 sl Mitme (g e L itean Ll Al
sl 55 LS e 58 5 5,10 3 gy Aol S 1 et
Wig kil 3 sy Dl pl by W el Gllae Cdd>
e s se oalod (Sl Sy v 4 8
L S Ole (2315 p2las €S zn OF 53 o8 ol Wil jallas
S5 Ole 3l 5 et (g el 3l s g s (53575 s
Jraio s sba Mgl 3 5 e 0 ey S
S &S o ST s BT s Sl sl s pealas opl =20 4
G s Olyea | srans 50 5 iiS plis 53 LIS 0L
Oy Sos et lle Glac 5 lSS ol 53 5 S 0 stalie
from library resources to examine how these
mystics articulate the interplay between unity
and multiplicity in their spiritual frameworks.
The study situates these concepts within the
broader context of Islamic mysticism,
distinguishing between the first tradition
(practical mysticism) and the second tradition
(theoretical mysticism), the latter heavily

influenced by lbn Arabi's school of thought.
Awhadi Maraghe'i emphasizes Wahdat al-
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Shuhud, where the seeker (séalik) attains unity
through direct experiential perception and
annihilation (fana) in the Divine, achieved by
transcending worldly multiplicities. In contrast,
Shabestari and Lahiji advocate for Wahdat al-
Wujud, positing that all existence is a
manifestation of a singular Divine Reality, with
apparent multiplicities being mere reflections
of this unity. The study highlights how these
perspectives reflect the evolution of Sufi
thought, from the early emphasis on personal
asceticism and direct experience to the later
philosophical systematization of existence as
a unified whole.

Awhadi Maraghe'i's Jam-e Jam serves as a
foundational text for understanding Wahdat al-
Shuhud, where the seeker's journey involves
stripping away illusions of duality to perceive
the singular truth of Divine Unity. Awhadi's
poetry illustrates this through metaphors of
purification and detachment, such as the
removal of veils (shaqgqeha-ye gheta) and the
silence of the seeker who transcends worldly
noise. His verses underscore the necessity of
abandoning material attachments to achieve
spiritual clarity, as seen in lines like " ¢4l a3 =
Gl e <)) (Be penniless, for this is the path
of faith) (10). The study notes that Awhadi's
approach aligns with the first tradition of
mysticism, focusing on individual spiritual
discipline and the transformative power of
direct perception. His portrayal of unity is
deeply personal, rooted in the seeker's

subjective experience of annihilation in the

Divine, a theme echoed in earlier Sufi works
like Sharh al-Ta'arruf (11). This contrasts with
the more abstract, cosmological framework of
Wahdat al-Wujud, which dominates the later
tradition.

Shabestari's Gulshan-e R&z articulates
Wahdat al-Wujud through a philosophical lens,
influenced by lbn Arabi's doctrine of the
Oneness of Being. Shabestari's verses depict
the universe as a mirror reflecting Divine
Attributes, where all apparent multiplicities
dissolve into a singular Reality. For instance,
his famous line "amsas <l ke 57 5 <" (You
and | are accidents of the Essence of Being)
(14) encapsulates the idea that individual
existences are transient manifestations of the
Divine. The study highlights Shabestari's
reliance on Ibn Arabi's metaphysics,
particularly  the concept of (tajalliyat
(theophanies), to explain how the One
manifests as the many. Shabestari's work also
critiques dualistic thinking, as seen in his
dismissal of hulul (incarnationism) and ittihad
(unionism), which he views as misguided
interpretations of wunity (2). Instead, he
advocates for a non-dualistic understanding
where creation is intrinsically linked to the
Creator, a perspective further elaborated by
his commentator Lahiji.

Asiri Lahiji's Asrar al-Shuhud expands on
Shabestari's ideas, weaving Wahdat al-Wujud
into a narrative of spiritual ascent. Lahiji's
poetry often employs the metaphor of

intoxication (masti) to describe the seeker's
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ecstatic realization of unity, as in " _j/ gl S Cuse
olis <Cas 5 <" (Make me drunk with the wine of
unity) (3). His work emphasizes the illusory
nature of multiplicity, arguing that true
perception reveals only the Divine. The study
notes Lahiji's alignment with Ibn Arabi's
assertion that "the cosmos is a mirror in which
God sees His Attributes” (17), a theme
recurrent in Asrar al-Shuhud. Lahiji also
integrates Quranic references, such as the
universal praise of God by all creation (Quran
57:1), to underscore the omnipresence of
Divine Unity. His portrayal of the perfected
human (insan kamil) as one who perceives
God in all things reflects the culmination of the
Sufi path, where the seeker's vision
transcends duality to behold the singular
Reality underlying existence.

The comparative analysis reveals key
distinctions between Wahdat al-Shuhud and
Wahdat al-Wujud. While Awhadi's Wahdat al-
Shuhud centers on the seeker's subjective
experience of unity through ascetic practice,
Shabestari and Lahiji's Wahdat al-Wujud
presents a metaphysical framework where
unity is an ontological truth. The study
identifies these differences as reflective of
broader shifts in Sufi thought, from early
asceticism to later philosophical mysticism.
For example, Awhadi's emphasis on fana
(annihilation) aligns with the practical
mysticism of figures like Alaa al-Dawla
Semnani, while Shabestari and Lahiji's works

resonate with Ibn Arabi's theoretical

innovations (4). Despite these differences, all
three mystics converge on the ultimate goal of
transcending duality to realize Divine Unity,
whether through personal transformation or
intellectual realization.

In conclusion, the study underscores the
richness of Islamic mystical thought in
addressing the paradox of unity and
multiplicity. Awhadi Maraghe'i, Shabestari,
and Lahiji each offer unique pathways to
understanding this paradox, reflecting the
diversity of Sufi approaches. Their works
collectively highlight the transformative power
of mystical insight, whether framed as
personal annihilation or cosmic unity. By
situating these texts within their historical and
philosophical contexts, the study illuminates
the enduring relevance of these concepts in
Islamic spirituality. The findings contribute to
broader discussions on mysticism, offering
insights into how different traditions navigate
the interplay between experience and

metaphysics in the quest for Divine Truth.
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