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Abstract

One of the innovative approaches in the critique of literary texts, rooted in modern linguistics, is formalist criticism, which analyzes and
examines literary works and the prominent features of a writer’s work while uncovering and documenting the aesthetic and artistic values
of those works based on linguistic form. In other words, the primary focus of formalist critics is on the structure and form or the superficial
aspects of a literary work. Formalist theorists argue that the way a poet or a writer employs language differs from how it is used by others.
Kioumars Monshizadeh and Ali Babachahi are among contemporary poets who employ literary language in a distinctive manner. Both
poets have effectively utilized formalism to shape and structure their poetry in a unique and aesthetically appealing way. Accordingly, the
present study, using a descriptive-analytical method and based on a formalist approach, examines and analyzes the poetry of these two
poets through the lens of Geoffrey Leech’s theory of deviation. The findings of this study indicate that both poets, through various
techniques, sought to enhance the literariness and prominence of their poems to attract the reader’s attention. From selecting innovative
titles and employing fresh and novel expressions to using different types of deviations—including semantic, lexical, stylistic, phonetic,
grammatical, and dialectal deviations—one can discern the flawless impact of formalism in their poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The formalist critique of literary texts, rooted in
modern linguistics, has emerged as a
significant approach in analyzing and
examining literary works, particularly focusing
on the aesthetic and artistic values embedded
in the linguistic form. This approach, which
gained prominence in the early 20th century,
emphasizes the structure and form of literary
works, often disregarding external elements.
Formalist theorists argue that the way a poet
or writer employs language differs significantly
from conventional usage, and this distinction is
crucial in understanding the uniqueness of
their work. Kioumars Monshizadeh and Ali
Babachahi, two contemporary Persian poets,
exemplify this distinctive use of literary
language. Both poets have effectively utilized
formalism to shape and structure their poetry

in uniqgue and aesthetically appealing ways.
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This study employs a descriptive-analytical
method, based on a formalist approach, to
examine and analyze the poetry of these two
poets through the lens of Geoffrey Leech's
theory of deviation. The findings reveal that
both poets, through various techniques,
sought to enhance the literariness and
prominence of their poems to attract the
reader's attention. These techniques include
selecting innovative titles, employing fresh and
novel expressions, and using different types of
deviations—semantic, lexical, stylistic,
phonetic, grammatical, and dialectal—
highlighting the flawless impact of formalism in
their poetry (1).

Formalism, as a critical approach, focuses on
the intrinsic aspects of literary texts,
particularly the linguistic and structural
elements that contribute to the aesthetic

experience. The formalist critique of
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Monshizadeh and Babachahi's poetry reveals
how both poets have manipulated language to
create a distinct literary style. Monshizadeh,
often referred to as the founder of
mathematical poetry in Iran, incorporates
numbers, mathematical equations, and
physical and chemical formulas into his
verses, creating a unique blend of science and
poetry. His works, such as "Redder than
White" and "The Red Clock at 25 O'Clock,"
demonstrate his innovative use of formalism to
break away from traditional poetic norms.
Similarly, Babachahi, influenced by Nima
Yushij and his followers, initially embraced
realism and objectivity in his poetry. However,
his later works, such as "In the Absence of
Support" and "The World and the Sad Lights,"
exhibit a shift towards postmodernism,
characterized by significant changes in style
and content. Both poets have employed
formalism to challenge conventional poetic
forms and to create a new literary language
that resonates with contemporary readers (7).
One of the key aspects of formalism is the
concept of defamiliarization, introduced by
Viktor Shklovsky, which involves making the
familiar strange to enhance the reader's
perception of the text. This technique is
evident in the works of both Monshizadeh and
Babachahi, who use various forms of deviation
to achieve this effect. Monshizadeh's poetry
often features unconventional structures, such
as the separation of letters within words, the
use of ellipses, and the vertical arrangement of

lines, which disrupt the reader's expectations

and create a sense of novelty. For instance, in
his poem "The Red Fish,” Monshizadeh
separates the letters of the word "<U_z" (throw)
and arranges them horizontally, adding a new
layer of meaning to the text. Similarly,
Babachahi employs techniques such as
stretching letters and creating visual patterns
within his poems to evoke specific emotions
and images. These deviations from
conventional writing practices not only
enhance the aesthetic appeal of the poems but
also deepen the reader's engagement with the
text (14).

The formalist approach also emphasizes the
importance of form and structure in poetry,
which are crucial in conveying the poet's
intended meaning. Monshizadeh  and
Babachahi both experiment with poetic forms,
breaking away from traditional structures to
create innovative and visually striking
compositions.  Monshizadeh's  use  of
mathematical and scientific elements in his
poetry, such as chemical formulas and
equations, adds a layer of complexity and
intellectual depth to his work. For example, in
his poem "The Concept of Alcohol,”
Monshizadeh incorporates the chemical
formula for alcohol (C2H50H) into the text,
creating a visual and conceptual link between
the scientific and poetic realms. Babachahi, on
the other hand, often uses triangular and other
geometric shapes in his poems to create a
visual impact that complements the thematic

content. These formal innovations not only
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challenge the reader's expectations but also
highlight the poets' commitment to pushing the
boundaries of traditional poetic forms (5).
Another significant aspect of the formalist
critiqgue is the examination of stylistic and
semantic deviations, which play a crucial role
in shaping the reader's interpretation of the
text. Both Monshizadeh and Babachahi
employ a range of stylistic devices, such as
metaphor, simile, paradox, and synesthesia, to
create vivid and imaginative imagery.
Monshizadeh's poetry is characterized by its
use of mathematical and scientific metaphors,
which add a layer of abstraction and
intellectual rigor to his work. For instance, in
his poem "From Zero to Infinity," Monshizadeh
uses mathematical concepts to explore
philosophical themes, creating a unique blend
of science and poetry. Babachahi, on the other
hand, often employs paradox and synesthesia
to create a sense of ambiguity and complexity
in his poems. These stylistic deviations not
only enhance the aesthetic appeal of the
poems but also challenge the reader to
engage with the text on a deeper level (11).

In conclusion, the formalist critique of
Kioumars Monshizadeh and Ali Babachahi's
poetry reveals the profound impact of
formalism on their work. Both poets have
employed a range of formal and stylistic
techniques to challenge conventional poetic
norms and to create a new literary language
that resonates with contemporary readers.
Through their innovative use of

defamiliarization, structural experimentation,

and stylistic deviations, Monshizadeh and
Babachahi have pushed the boundaries of
traditional poetry, creating works that are both
intellectually stimulating and aesthetically
appealing. Their commitment to formalism
highlights the importance of form and structure
in poetry, demonstrating how these elements
can be used to enhance the reader's
engagement with the text and to create a

unique and memorable literary experience.

References
1. Ahmadi B. Structure and Interpretation of
Text. 12th ed. Tehran: Markaz; 2010.
2. Payandeh H. Literary Criticism and
Democracy. Tehran: Niloufar; 2009.
3. Bagherian Bostanabad E. Satire in
Contemporary Poetry. Baharestan Sokhan
(Persian Literature). 2008;12:127-44.
4. Sarli N. Standard Persian Language. 1st ed.
Tehran: Hermes; 2008.
5. Anousheh H. Persian Literary Encyclopedia.
Tehran:  Organization for Printing and
Publishing; 1997.
6. Afkhami A. A Linguistic Study of Symbolism
as a Type of Semantic Deviation in the Poetry of
Nima Youshij. Faculty of Literature and
Humanities (Tehran). 2001;1(3):207-20.
7. Dastgheib SA. Poetry Notebooks: Redder
than White by Kiumars Manshizadeh. Chista
Magazine. 1993;99-100:1096-104.
8. Jamali M. An Introduction to the Concept of
Form and Formalism in Modern Art.
Philosophical Essays. 2016;28:5-35.
9. Rouhani M, Ghadikolaei M. A Study of
Defamiliarization and Grammatical Deviation in
the Poetry of Manouchehr Atashi. Research in
Literary and Rhetorical Studies. 2015;3(2):23-

44.

10. Leech GH. Linguistic Guide to
English Poetry. New York: Longman; 1969.

11. Ashouri D. Poetry and Thought.
Tehran: Nashr-e Markaz; 1994.

12. Rashidi Gamin K, Esfandyarpoor H,

Yousefi Pour P. A Reflection on the Thoughts
and Beliefs of the Mathematical Poet (Kiumars
Manshizadeh). Iranian  Studies  Journal.
2022;41:246-71.

13. Parsamotlagh S. Zero in the Beak of
an Orange Crow Without a Sky: A Conversation

~ YA ~



1EoF Jlo (ol ol (P93 0590 ¢ owild Dludl § Ob) dmus™ 4 43

with Kiumars Manshizadeh. Azma Magazine.
2008;61:13-9.

14, Hassanli K. A Formalist Re-reading
of a Ghazal by Bidel. Literary Criticism
Quarterly. 2008;1(2):29-38.

15. Ehsani Estahbanati MA, Sarfi MR.
Baba Chahi and Linguistic Components of
Postmodern Poetry. Scientific Journal of

Linguistic and Rhetorical Studies.
2021;12(23):7-36.
16. Zangoui A. Indigenous Poetry.

Tehran: Lian; 2010.

~ \AQ ~



