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Abstract

Like the sages of ancient Iran, Suhrawardi chose poetry and allegorical narratives to convey the subtleties of intuitive Illuminative wisdom.
He explicitly stated his intention to revive the thought of the sages of ancient Iran. This thinker employed a persuasive writing style and,
through the creation of allegorical tales, artistically expressed his teachings in literary form, revealing reality. The present study seeks to
answer this fundamental question: What is the relationship between the allegorical narratives of Illuminative wisdom and the thought of
the sages of ancient Iran, and what role did these sages play in the creation of poetry and artistic works? Based on the findings of this
research, llluminative texts can be examined from two perspectives within the philosophy of poetic art. First, in terms of form and writing
style, they present the fundamental elements of poetry, particularly imaginative elements. Additionally, from the perspective of content,
meaning, and intrinsic elements, they share a deep-rooted connection with the essential components of Illuminative thought, namely
consciousness, contemplation, and luminous knowledge. In his allegorical narratives, Suhrawardi designs a roadmap for connecting to the
realm of imagination and acquiring intuitive knowledge. Through a dialectical exchange with the guiding intellect, he lays out the path
for the seeker to receive the light of illumination. Thus, by exploring the imaginative realm and the allegorical elements in Suhrawardi’s
narratives and conducting a comparative analysis with the archetypes in ancient esoteric llluminative texts, a deeper understanding of
Illuminative literary art can be attained.

Keywords: Suhrawardi, thought, poetry, allegorical texts, archetypes, ancient sages.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Suhrawardi, one of the most prominent figures
in the history of Islamic philosophy and Iranian
culture, is renowned for his profound
contributions to Illuminative (Ishraqi) wisdom.
Like the sages of ancient Iran, Suhrawardi
employed poetry and allegorical narratives to
convey the subtleties of intuitive llluminative
wisdom. He explicitly stated his intention to
revive the thought of the ancient Iranian sages,
a theme central to his work Hikmat al-

Ishraq (The Philosophy of Illumination).
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Suhrawardi’s approach mirrors the ancient
Persian tradition of using poetry, symbolic
stories, and didactic texts to express
philosophical and spiritual truths. He believed
that in ancient Iran, there existed a group of
individuals who guided others toward truth and
wisdom, and he sought to resurrect their
teachings through his writings. Suhrawardi’s
allegorical tales are not merely literary
creations but are deeply rooted in the

philosophical and spiritual traditions of ancient

Iran. His works often feature a dialectical
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exchange between the questioning intellect
(agl al-bahith) and the guiding intellect (aql al-
hadi), which serves as a roadmap for seekers
to attain the light of illumination. This interplay
between reason and intuition is a hallmark of
Suhrawardi’s thought, and his narratives are
designed to lead the seeker through the realm
of imagination to achieve intuitive knowledge.
By exploring the imaginative elements in
Suhrawardi’s works and comparing them with
archetypes from ancient esoteric texts, we can
gain a deeper understanding of the artistic and
philosophical dimensions of llluminative
wisdom (10).

The Illuminative philosophy of Suhrawardi is
fundamentally based on the concept of light
(nur) and its manifestations. Light, in
Suhrawardi’s worldview, is the source of all
knowledge and existence, and his cosmology
is deeply intertwined with the symbolism of
light and darkness. This emphasis on light
connects his thought to the ancient Iranian
tradition, where light represents divine wisdom
and truth. Suhrawardi’s philosophy can be
examined from two perspectives within the
philosophy of poetic art: first, in terms of form
and style, where his works present the
fundamental elements of poetry, particularly
imaginative elements; and second, in terms of
content and meaning, where his writings share
a deep-rooted connection with the essential
components of llluminative thought, such as
consciousness, contemplation, and luminous
knowledge. The archetypes and imaginative

elements in Suhrawardi’s allegorical narratives

reveal the interconnectedness of these texts
and the broader intellectual tradition they
belong to. By analyzing these elements, we
can better understand the relationship
between llluminative philosophy and the art of
poetry, as well as the role of ancient sages in
the creation of poetic and artistic works.
Suhrawardi’s narratives serve as a bridge
between the material and spiritual worlds,
guiding the seeker toward the realm of
imagination and intuitive knowledge (9).

In ancient Iranian thought, art (honar) is
closely associated with wisdom, knowledge,
and virtue. The term honar in Persian culture
encompasses a wide range of meanings,
including science, knowledge, and moral
excellence. In the Avestan tradition, honar is
linked to the concept of goodness, beauty, and
the creative power of Ahura Mazda, the
supreme deity in Zoroastrianism. The Gathas,
the oldest texts of the Avesta, describe art as
the force of creation and the ability to
distinguish light from darkness. In this context,
poetry and song are seen as manifestations of
divine wisdom, and the poet is considered a
mediator between the divine and human
realms. Suhrawardi’'s philosophy aligns with
this tradition, as he views poetry and
allegorical narratives as vehicles for
expressing spiritual truths. The ancient Iranian
sages, or Poryotkeshan, were the first
teachers of wisdom and played a crucial role
in transmitting esoteric knowledge from the
divine realm to the material world. Suhrawardi

frequently references these sages in his
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works, emphasizing their importance in the
revival of ancient wisdom. The connection
between art and wisdom in Suhrawardi's
thought is further reinforced by his belief that
the ultimate goal of human existence is to
attain knowledge of the divine through the light
of illumination. This knowledge is not merely
intellectual but is also deeply experiential,
requiring the seeker to engage in a process of
spiritual purification and self-awareness (4).

Suhrawardi’s allegorical narratives are rich
with archetypes and symbols that reflect the
ancient Iranian worldview. One of the central
archetypes in his works is the concept
of Mithra (Mehr), the ancient Iranian deity
associated with light, the sun, and covenants.
In Suhrawardi’s
philosophy, Mithra symbolizes the divine light
that guides the seeker toward truth and
wisdom. Another important archetype is Vohu
Manah (Bahman), the embodiment of good
thought and the first creation of Ahura
Mazda. Vohu Manah represents the guiding
intellect that leads the seeker through the
stages of spiritual ascent. Suhrawardi’s
narratives often feature a dialogue between
the seeker and the guiding intellect, which
serves as a metaphor for the process of
attaining divine knowledge. The use of these
archetypes in Suhrawardi’'s works highlights
the continuity between his philosophy and the
ancient Iranian tradition. By employing these
symbols, Suhrawardi not only preserves the
wisdom of the ancient sages but also adapts it

to the context of Islamic philosophy. His works

thus serve as a bridge between the pre-Islamic

and Islamic intellectual traditions,
demonstrating the enduring relevance of
ancient Iranian thought (17).

The concept of the imagination (khayal) plays
a crucial role in Suhrawardi’s philosophy. He
distinguishes  between two types of
imagination: the connected imagination
(khayal al-muttasil) and the disconnected
imagination  (khayal al-munfasil). The
connected imagination is tied to the
individual’'s psyche and is responsible for
creating mental images, while the
disconnected imagination exists
independently of the individual and is
associated with the realm of pure forms or
archetypes. Suhrawardi’s allegorical
narratives are deeply rooted in the realm of the
disconnected imagination, where the seeker
encounters symbolic representations of divine
truths. The imagination, in Suhrawardi’s view,
is not merely a faculty of the mind but is also a
means of accessing higher levels of reality.
Through the imagination, the seeker can
transcend the limitations of the material world
and attain a direct experience of the divine.
This emphasis on the imagination as a tool for
spiritual ascent is a key feature of
Suhrawardi’s philosophy and distinguishes it
from other schools of thought. By exploring the
role of the imagination in Suhrawardi’s works,
we can gain a deeper understanding of the
ways in which he integrates ancient Iranian

wisdom into his philosophical system (18).
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In  conclusion, Suhrawardi’'s philosophy
represents a unigue synthesis of ancient
Iranian wisdom and Islamic thought. His use of
poetry and allegorical narratives to convey
spiritual truths reflects the enduring influence
of the ancient Iranian tradition, where art and
wisdom were closely intertwined. By exploring
the archetypes, symbols, and imaginative
elements in Suhrawardi’s works, we can gain
a deeper understanding of the philosophical
and artistic dimensions of llluminative wisdom.
Suhrawardi’s emphasis on light, imagination,
and the guiding intellect highlights the
continuity between his philosophy and the
ancient Iranian worldview, demonstrating the
enduring relevance of these ideas in the
context of Islamic philosophy. Through his
works, Suhrawardi not only preserves the
wisdom of the ancient sages but also adapts it
to the needs of his own time, creating a rich
and enduring legacy that continues to inspire
seekers of truth and wisdom.
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