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Abstract

An analysis of the relationship between the literature of Mohammadreza Sangari and Neo-Sadrian philosophy, particularly concerning the
concept of freedom, reveals a deep interconnection between these two domains. Sangari, employing a poetic and emotive language, has
translated complex philosophical concepts into a simple and accessible form for the general public. This approach has contributed to the
removal of philosophy from the exclusivity of elites, making it a subject of public interest. Moreover, the concept of freedom in Sangari’s
poetry and Neo-Sadrian philosophy is rooted in shared foundations. Both emphasize the unity of being, movement toward perfection, the
role of love and knowledge in human life, and the struggle against oppression and injustice. By drawing on his personal experiences,
Sangari has linked philosophical concepts to the everyday lives of people, facilitating a more practical engagement with these ideas. In
summary, Sangari’s literature has played multiple roles in expanding philosophical culture. Through the democratization of philosophy,
the establishment of an emotional connection with the audience, serving as a model for younger generations, promoting humanistic values,
and fostering a spirit of inquiry and critical thinking, his literary works have given philosophy a more popular and accessible dimension.
Consequently, it can be argued that Sangari’s literature, acting as a bridge between philosophy and literature, has significantly contributed
to the elucidation and expansion of the concept of freedom in Neo-Sadrian philosophy. Overall, this analysis demonstrates that Sangari’s
literature is not merely a literary work but also a powerful tool for the dissemination of philosophy and human values. A study of Sangari’s
works enables a deeper understanding of philosophical concepts, including the notion of freedom.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The concept of freedom in Persian literature,
particularly in the works of Mohammadreza
Sangari, is deeply intertwined with Neo-
Sadrian thought, which emphasizes unity of
being, human transcendence, and the
movement toward perfection. Sangari's poetry
is distinguished by its ability to render complex
philosophical ideas in a simple, emotive, and
accessible manner, thus bridging the gap
between abstract metaphysical discourse and
everyday human experience. The
philosophical foundation of his literary work
aligns closely with the principles of Neo-
Sadrianism, a revival of Mulla Sadra’s thought
that integrates existentialism, mystical
theosophy, and Islamic philosophy to interpret
human freedom as an ontological and ethical

condition. Within this intellectual tradition,
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freedom is not a mere sociopolitical construct
but an intrinsic aspect of the human journey
toward self-realization, divine proximity, and
the transcendence of material constraints.
Sangari’s poetry is laden with allegorical
representations of this quest for freedom, often
portraying it as a struggle against oppression,
ignorance, and worldly attachments. By
employing symbolic narratives and vivid
imagery, Sangari echoes the Neo-Sadrian
vision of freedom as both an external reality
and an inner state of enlightenment. His works
suggest that true liberation is achieved not
through mere autonomy but through an
awareness of one's ontological position within
the cosmic order, a theme that is also central
to the philosophical discourse of Neo-
Sadrianism (6). Through an in-depth analysis

of Sangari’s literary corpus, this study
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investigates how his poetic articulation of
freedom corresponds with the theological and
philosophical tenets of Neo-Sadrian thought,
demonstrating that his poetry serves as a
bridge between classical Persian literature and
contemporary philosophical inquiry.

The methodology of this study follows a
qualitative and interpretative framework,
combining textual analysis with philosophical
hermeneutics to examine how Sangari’s
poetry embodies the Neo-Sadrian perspective
on freedom. Given that Neo-Sadrian thought
postulates the unity of existence and the
gradual actualization of human potential, this
research focuses on Sangari’'s use of poetic
devices—such as metaphor, allegory, and
symbolism—to depict freedom as a dynamic
process of self-purification and intellectual
ascent. The study is grounded in a
comparative approach, drawing parallels
between Sangari’s literary motifs and key Neo-
Sadrian principles, particularly the notions of
self-disclosure, spiritual journeying, and
existential emancipation. Through a close
reading of Sangari’'s verses, this research
explores how his poetic representations of
love, sacrifice, and rebellion against
oppression align with the Neo-Sadrian concept
of the Perfect Man (al-insan al-kamil) as an
archetype of absolute freedom. Additionally,
the study examines how Sangari’'s poetry
challenges conventional definitions of freedom
by emphasizing the necessity of moral and
spiritual discipline as prerequisites for true

liberation. This analysis is supplemented by

historical and philosophical contexts, shedding
light on the sociopolitical influences that
shaped Sangari’s literary vision and his
engagement with the Neo-Sadrian tradition (1).
By situating his work within a broader
intellectual and literary landscape, this
research seeks to establish Sangari as a
crucial figure in the ongoing dialogue between
Persian literature and Islamic philosophy,
demonstrating how his poetry contributes to
contemporary debates on existential freedom
and ethical responsibility.

The findings of this study highlight the ways in
which Sangari’s literary engagement with
freedom reflects the broader epistemological
and metaphysical concerns of Neo-Sadrian
philosophy. His poetry recurrently emphasizes
the dialectic between constraint and liberation,
portraying human existence as a perpetual
struggle against the limitations imposed by
both external forces and internal weaknesses.
This thematic preoccupation resonates with
the Neo-Sadrian view that freedom is an
existential imperative rather than a mere
political or social construct. In Sangari’'s poetic
universe, love functions as a catalyst for
transcendence, mirroring the Neo-Sadrian
belief in love as a transformative force that
propels the soul toward divine truth. His verses
frequently depict protagonists who, in their
pursuit of freedom, undergo profound inner
transformations, aligning with the Neo-Sadrian
notion of spiritual evolution through suffering
and self-discovery (2). Additionally, Sangari’s

poetry draws upon mystical and theological
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imagery to illustrate the paradox of freedom—
suggesting that true liberation is achieved not
through individualistic autonomy but through
submission to a higher order of existence. This
paradoxical view aligns with Mulla Sadra’s
doctrine of substantial motion (al-harakat al-
jawhariyya), which posits that the human soul
is in a constant state of evolution, moving
toward greater levels of intellectual and
spiritual freedom. Through these literary and
philosophical intersections, Sangari’'s poetry
not only serves as a vehicle for metaphysical
inquiry but also offers a powerful critique of
materialism and existential alienation,
reinforcing the Neo-Sadrian argument that
ultimate freedom lies in self-transcendence
rather than mere worldly liberation.

A key aspect of Sangari’s poetic exploration of
freedom is his engagement with socio-political
themes, particularly his critique of tyranny,
dogmatism, and ideological oppression. His
poetry frequently portrays freedom as a
collective  endeavor, emphasizing the
necessity of communal solidarity in the
struggle against injustice. This perspective is
deeply informed by the Neo-Sadrian ethical
framework, which maintains that individual
liberation is inextricably linked to social
responsibility. In this context, Sangari’s works
align with the Neo-Sadrian critique of
authoritarianism, which argues that true
freedom can only be realized within a just and
morally upright society. The study reveals that
Sangari employs poetic imagery to depict the

perils of intellectual stagnation, warning

against the dangers of blind conformity and
passive obedience to oppressive structures.
By invoking classical Persian literary tropes—
such as the figure of the wandering ascetic or
the rebel mystic—Sangari situates his poetic
discourse on freedom within a broader
tradition of Persian philosophical and mystical
resistance (3). His work resonates with the
Neo-Sadrian conviction that genuine freedom
is not merely a legal or political condition but a
deeply ethical and ontological state.
Furthermore, his poetic engagement with
martyrdom and self-sacrifice underscores the
Neo-Sadrian belief in the redemptive potential
of suffering, reinforcing the idea that true
freedom is often attained through struggle and
perseverance rather than through passive
acquiescence. This study thus positions
Sangari’s poetry as both a continuation and a
reformulation of the Persian literary tradition’s
engagement with philosophical discourses on
freedom, highlighting its relevance to
contemporary discussions on justice, identity,
and human agency.

The discussion further explores the
implications of Sangari’s poetic articulation of
freedom for the broader field of Persian
literature and philosophy. By integrating Neo-
Sadrian principles with poetic aesthetics,
Sangari’s works contribute to an evolving
tradition of philosophical poetry that
challenges conventional dichotomies between
reason and imagination, intellect and emotion.
His poetry exemplifies the capacity of literature

to serve as a medium for philosophical
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reflection, demonstrating that poetic language
can be as effective as philosophical prose in
conveying complex metaphysical ideas. This
study underscores how Sangari's oeuvre
functions as a site of intellectual convergence,
where the speculative inquiries of Neo-Sadrian
thought intersect with the emotive and
allegorical dimensions of Persian poetry (7).
Moreover, his poetic representation of
freedom offers a counterpoint to more secular
and materialistic interpretations of liberation,
suggesting that true emancipation is ultimately
a spiritual and intellectual pursuit. By framing
freedom as a process of self-realization rather
than a mere political ideal, Sangari’s poetry
invites readers to reconsider their own
existential and  ethical commitments,
prompting a deeper engagement with the
philosophical underpinnings of personal and
collective agency. This study ultimately argues
that Sangari’s contribution to Persian literature
extends beyond aesthetic innovation,
positioning him as a key figure in the ongoing
dialogue between poetic expression and
philosophical inquiry.

In conclusion, this research establishes
Mohammadreza Sangari as a significant
literary and philosophical voice whose works
exemplify the enduring relevance of Neo-
Sadrian thought in contemporary Persian
literature. By exploring freedom as an
ontological, ethical, and socio-political
construct, Sangari’'s poetry offers a nuanced
and multidimensional perspective on one of

the most enduring philosophical questions. His

integration of Neo-Sadrian principles into
poetic discourse demonstrates the potential of

literature to engage with  complex

metaphysical ideas, making his work an
invaluable resource for scholars of both
literature and philosophy. This study affirms
that Sangari’s poetic vision of freedom is not
merely an artistic or rhetorical exercise but a
profound intellectual engagement with the
nature of human existence, demonstrating
how Persian literature continues to serve as a
vital arena for philosophical exploration and

cultural critique.
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