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Abstract

The present study aims to examine the suffixes involved in the formation of specialized occupational terms in the Persian language within
the clothing and tailoring industry from the perspective of cognitive morphology. In line with the cognitive morphology theory proposed
by Hamavand (2011) and its introduced mechanisms, namely the theories of categorization, domain partitioning, and conceptualization,
which constitute the theoretical framework of this study, the semantic analysis and classification of selected affixes and semi-affixes are
conducted. It is noteworthy that the study follows a descriptive-analytical methodology, and the selected corpus was compiled through
references to employment and advertising websites, as well as dictionaries such as Dehkhoda, Amid, Moein, and Sokhan. The corpus
consists of forty (40) compound and derivative-compound words related to the conceptual domain of clothing. Upon analyzing the research
data, it was found that the semi-affixes “-zan”, “-kar”, and “-duz” have the highest frequency and usage in the formation of specialized
clothing-related terms. All these semi-affixes belong to the conceptual category of nominalizing semi-affixes, attaching to nominal bases.
Moreover, it was determined that the morphological process of compounding is more frequent than that of derivative-compounding.
Furthermore, each of these affixational elements conveys different meanings and represents various perspectives and facets of the
conceptual domain of clothing, such as sewing, pattern designing, embellishing, attaching, connecting, instrument-based action, modeling,
cutting, stitching type, action location, fabric smoothing, object creation, wage-related action, two-dimensional sewing, and stitching
placement on fabric.

Keywords: Suffix, Semi-Affix, Word Formation Processes, Cognitive Morphology, Categorization, Domain Partitioning,
Conceptualization.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The study investigates the formation of
specialized terms in the Persian language
within the clothing and tailoring industry from
the perspective of cognitive morphology. The
theoretical foundation of the research is based
on the cognitive morphology framework
proposed by Hamawand (2011), which
incorporates categorization, domain
partitioning, and conceptualization as key
mechanisms. These principles allow for a
deeper understanding of how affixes and
semi-affixes contribute to word formation in
professional domains. The research follows a

descriptive-analytical approach, and data
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collection was conducted through sources
such as employment websites and
lexicographic references, including Dehkhoda,
Amid, Moein, and Sokhan dictionaries. The
compiled corpus comprises forty compound
and derivative-compound words associated
with the conceptual domain of clothing.
Analysis of the data reveals that three semi-

affixes, namely "-zan," "-kar," and "-duz," are
the most frequently used in the construction of
specialized clothing-related terms. These
semi-affixes predominantly function as
nominalizers, attaching to noun bases and
generating occupational terms within the

industry. Furthermore, the morphological



1Fe¥ Jbo (Jol osbeds « J9l 0598 ((owild Oledl § Qb domus™ 4 i3

process of compounding is found to be more
prevalent than derivative-compounding in the
formation of these terms. The study also
highlights that each of these affixational
elements conveys distinct meanings and
represents various facets of the conceptual
domain of clothing, including sewing, pattern
design, embellishment, attachment, and
model creation (12).

The literature review highlights previous
studies that have explored the cognitive
morphological aspects of Persian affixation,
particularly those focusing on polysemy and
semantic extension. Karbalaei Sadegh and
Golfam (2016) examined the cognitive
features of Persian compound verbs with
borrowed Arabic sources, demonstrating how
certain affixes exhibit multiple layers of
meaning in different contexts (1). Another
study by Rezai and Rafi’i (2016) investigated
the semantic network of the Persian locative
suffix "-gah" within a cognitive linguistic
framework, identifying the way in which
metaphor and metonymy contribute to the
expansion of meaning (3). The cognitive
morphology model posits that affixes and
semi-affixes undergo a process of
conceptualization, where their primary
meanings evolve into more abstract or
metaphorical representations. This study
contributes to the existing literature by
extending the cognitive morphological analysis
to the domain of clothing and tailoring, which
has been largely overlooked in previous

research. The findings suggest that the

examined affixes and semi-affixes are not only
productive in Persian word formation but also
demonstrate significant semantic  shifts
depending on their syntactic and pragmatic
context. Additionally, the study provides
insight into how speakers of Persian utilize
affixation creatively to generate new
occupational terms that align with their
professional experiences and linguistic
intuition (12).

The theoretical framework of the research is
grounded in three key concepts of cognitive
linguistics: categorization, domain partitioning,
and conceptualization. Categorization refers to
the mental process by which linguistic units
are classified into meaningful groups based on
shared properties. According to Hamawand
(2011), affixes and semi-affixes in Persian
exhibit prototypical and peripheral meanings,
with the former representing their most salient
function and the latter emerging through
contextual adaptation (12). Domain partitioning
involves the segmentation of semantic space
into distinct but interrelated conceptual areas,
enabling affixes to adopt specialized meanings
in specific professional fields. For example, the
suffix "-kar" typically denotes an agentive role
in general Persian usage but acquires a more
industry-specific meaning when applied to
tailoring-related terms such as "charkh-kar"
(sewing machine operator) or "barkash-kar"
(fabric presser). Conceptualization, the third
pillar of cognitive morphology, pertains to how
speakers mentally frame and interpret affixed

words within discourse. This dynamic process
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allows affixes to develop multiple semantic
extensions, facilitating their adaptability in
different communicative contexts. The study
demonstrates that in the clothing and tailoring
industry, affixation is not merely a grammatical
mechanism but also a cognitive strategy that
enables speakers to express nuanced
distinctions between various occupational
roles and activities (12).

The analysis of the corpus indicates that the
selected affixes and semi-affixes are
systematically employed to form specialized
terms, with variations in meaning influenced by
their morphological environment. The suffix "-
zan" primarily conveys the notion of action and
agency, as seen in terms like "suzan-zan"
(needleworker) and "yaghe-zan" (collar fitter),
where the affix denotes an individual who
performs a specific task. Similarly, "-kar"
functions as an occupational marker, attaching
to nouns to indicate expertise in a particular
domain, as exemplified by "barkash-kar"
(fabric presser) and "gheichi-kar" (scissor
operator). The suffix "-duz" predominantly
signifies sewing-related professions, including
"kif-duz" (bag maker) and “chalak-duz"
(decorative stitcher), highlighting its role in the
conceptualization of textile-related
craftsmanship. The study further reveals that
certain  affixes undergo  metaphorical
extension, allowing them to represent abstract
concepts within the professional domain. For

instance, "-zan" can imply precision and
dexterity when applied to tailoring terminology,

reflecting the cognitive interplay between

linguistic form and industry-specific meaning.
These findings underscore the role of
affixation as a cognitive tool that not only
facilitates word formation but also encodes
cultural and occupational knowledge within
linguistic structures (12).

The implications of the study extend beyond
linguistic analysis, offering valuable insights
for lexicography, language teaching, and
domain-specific translation. The identification
of frequent affixes and semi-affixes in clothing
and tailoring terminology can aid in the
development of specialized dictionaries that
cater to professionals and language learners
alike. Moreover, the study highlights the
importance of cognitive morphology in
understanding how speakers generate and
interpret technical vocabulary, emphasizing
the need for instructional approaches that
incorporate cognitive linguistic principles. In
translation studies, awareness of affixal
meaning shifts can enhance the accuracy of
technical translations, ensuring that industry-
specific  terms  retain  their intended
connotations across languages. Furthermore,
the study provides a foundation for future
research on affixation in other occupational
domains, such as carpentry, metallurgy, and
culinary arts, where similar cognitive
mechanisms may be at play. By bridging
cognitive  morphology with  professional
discourse analysis, this research contributes
to a more comprehensive understanding of the
interplay between language, cognition, and

specialized knowledge.
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In conclusion, the study highlights the
significance of affixation as a cognitive and
morphological process in the Persian
language, particularly within the domain of
clothing and tailoring. The findings
demonstrate that affixes and semi-affixes
function as linguistic markers of specialization,
enabling speakers to categorize and
conceptualize  occupational roles  with
precision. The predominance of compounding
over derivative-compounding further illustrates
the productive nature of Persian word
formation, while the semantic variability of
affixes underscores the flexibility of cognitive
morphology in shaping professional lexicons.
The research also emphasizes the role of
domain partitioning in structuring affixal
meanings, allowing for the creation of nuanced
distinctions between related terms. Ultimately,
the study contributes to the broader field of
cognitive linguistics by showcasing how
affixation operates as both a linguistic and
cognitive phenomenon, shaping the way
speakers conceptualize and articulate their
professional identities within the Persian

language.
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