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Abstract

This study examines the formation of specialized terminology in the conceptual domain of the food industry and cooking, with the aim of
investigating the morphological-semantic factors influencing the construction of specialized terms in this field. The study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach, and its corpus consists of 60 selected words formed using the pseudo-affixes "-zan" and "-kar," all of
which pertain to specialized vocabulary in the food industry and cooking. These samples were collected from the Dehkhoda, Moein, Amid,
and Sokhan dictionaries. The theoretical framework of this research is based on the cognitive morphology theory proposed by Hamawand
(2011), including its mechanisms such as categorization theory, conceptualization theory, and domain theory, which serve as effective
tools for morphological-semantic analysis of words and for examining the morphological-semantic relationships between their constituent
elements. Utilizing this framework, the authors specifically seek to address the following research questions: First, how do the pseudo-
affixes "-zan" and "-kar" acquire new meanings in the formation of neologisms within the conceptual domain of food, and how do they
represent different aspects of this domain? Second, based on categorization theory, to which category do the words formed with the
pseudo-affixes "-zan" and "-kar" in the conceptual domain of food belong?

Keywords: Cognitive morphology, categorization theory, domain theory, conceptualization theory, cognitive domain.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The field of cognitive morphology investigates
how affixes and pseudo-affixes contribute to
word formation, particularly in specialized
professional domains. This study explores the
role of pseudo-affixes "-zan" and "-kar" in the
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creation of specialized vocabulary within the
conceptual domain of food and cooking. The
research aims to determine how these
elements acquire new meanings in this

specific field and categorize them according to
cognitive morphology theories. The study
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follows a descriptive-analytical approach,
analyzing 60 selected words obtained from
renowned Persian dictionaries, including
Dehkhoda, Moein, Amid, and Sokhan. The
theoretical framework of this research is based
on cognitive morphology as proposed by
Hamawand (2011), which
categorization  theory,

includes
conceptualization
theory, and domain theory (1). These theories
provide insight into how new words emerge
through cognitive processes and how
speakers of Persian language conceptualize
occupational terms in the food industry.
Categorization theory explains the
classification of affixed words into different
linguistic groups based on their morphological
structures and meanings, while domain theory
focuses on how cognitive domains shape
meaning expansion. Conceptualization theory,
on the other hand, investigates how speakers
conceptualize the use of pseudo-affixes in
naming different professions related to food
preparation and cooking. By employing these
cognitive approaches, the research seeks to

answer two primary questions: first, how the

pseudo-affixes "-zan" and "-kar" acquire
specialized meanings within the conceptual
domain of food, and second, how words
formed with these elements can be
categorized within cognitive morphology. The
study reveals that these pseudo-affixes are not
merely morphemes with fixed meanings but
rather dynamic linguistic elements that
undergo shifts in meaning based on their co-

occurring lexical items. Through metaphorical

extensions and cognitive schemata, "-zan"
and "-kar" facilitate the creation of novel terms
that encapsulate the roles and tasks of
individuals working in culinary professions.

In reviewing prior studies, it is evident that
much of the existing literature on Persian
morphology has focused on the polysemy of
affixes and pseudo-affixes, with an emphasis
on their semantic variations in different
contexts. Previous research has shown that
affixes play a crucial role in forming
occupational terms, yet studies specifically
analyzing their cognitive dimensions remain
limited. In the context of cognitive morphology,
Karbalaei Sadegh and Golfam (2016)
conducted research on compound verbs
derived from Arabic loanwords in Persian,
highlighting  the  significant  role  of
categorization theory in structuring verbal
affixes (2, 3). Their findings suggest that
Persian speakers employ categorization
principles when integrating foreign affixes,
ensuring linguistic coherence and
systematicity. Similarly, Hadadi and Karbalaei
Sadegh (2017) examined morphological
patterns in specialized professions within the
woodworking and  jewelry  industries,
identifying key cognitive factors that influence
the formation of profession-related
terminology (4). These studies collectively
indicate that affixation in Persian follows
cognitive patterns that extend beyond
traditional derivational processes. Hamawand
(2011) further emphasizes the cognitive

underpinnings of word formation, arguing that
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affixes are semantically flexible elements that
adapt based on conceptual needs (1). In line
with these findings, the present study bridges
the gap in the literature by analyzing how "-
zan" and "-kar" serve as cognitive tools in the
construction of culinary occupational terms.
While previous research has primarily
examined affixes in general linguistic contexts,
this study narrows its focus to the food and
cooking industry, offering insights into how
affixes function within a specific professional
domain.

The theoretical framework of cognitive
morphology provides a comprehensive model
for analyzing the formation of specialized
terms in the food industry. Categorization
theory suggests that words formed with "-zan"

and "-kar" belong to distinct cognitive
categories based on their semantic properties
and syntactic behaviors (1). For example, "-
zan" often conveys a sense of active
engagement in a physical process, such as
"kabab-zan" (barbecue-maker) and "shalbon-
zan" (template designer). These words
illustrate how "-zan" extends its meaning
beyond its original lexical function to
encompass new occupational roles. Similarly,
"-kar" typically denotes a professional
designation associated with a particular skill,
such as "far-kar" (oven worker) and "sangak-

kar* (traditional bread baker). Through
metaphorical mappings, these affixes enable
Persian speakers to conceptualize new
professions by drawing on existing cognitive

structures. Domain theory further explains how

the food industry, as a cognitive domain,
provides a framework for interpreting the
meanings of affixed words. Within this domain,
"-zan" and "-kar" exhibit domain-specific
meanings that are distinct from their
interpretations in other professional fields. For
instance, in the jewelry industry, "-zan" might
signify "engraver" (qalam-zan), whereas in the
food industry, it signifies "food preparer" (pitza-
zan). This domain-dependent variation
underscores the adaptability of affixes in
response to contextual factors.
Conceptualization theory also plays a crucial
role in explaining how speakers of Persian
linguistically represent culinary professions.
The data analysis reveals that pseudo-affixes
function as cognitive devices that facilitate the
mental organization of professional roles,
reinforcing the idea that word formation is
deeply embedded in cognitive processes.

The findings of this study indicate that the
affixes "-zan" and "-kar" contribute to a
structured and systematic lexicon in the
Persian culinary industry. By applying
cognitive morphology principles, the research
demonstrates that these affixes are not
arbitrarily assigned but rather follow well-
defined cognitive patterns. The pseudo-affixes
undergo a process of semantic extension,
allowing them to accommodate a broad range
of professional designations. The
categorization of these terms aligns with
hierarchical cognitive structures, where
primary meanings serve as prototypes, and
extended  meanings

emerge  through
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metaphorical associations. For instance, the
term "kabab-zan" is conceptually linked to the
action of grilling meat, while "dokr-zan" is
associated with decorative food presentation.
This hierarchical structuring enables language
users to intuitively grasp the meanings of
newly coined terms without requiring explicit
definitions.  Furthermore, domain-specific
constraints influence the acceptability of
affixed words. Words such as "takhte-zan"
(board maker) are semantically incongruent
with the food industry, whereas words like
"nan-kar" (bread maker) seamlessly integrate
into the culinary lexicon. These domain
restrictions highlight the role of cognitive
schemas in shaping word formation
processes. The study also underscores the
significance of cultural and social factors in
lexical expansion. Many of the analyzed terms
reflect traditional culinary practices and
occupational specializations, demonstrating
the interplay between language, cognition, and
societal structures. By situating these findings
within the broader context of cognitive
morphology, the research contributes to a
deeper understanding of how language users
employ affixes to construct meaningful and
coherent lexicons within specialized domains.
In conclusion, this study provides a cognitive
morphological analysis of the pseudo-affixes "-

zan" and "-kar" in the Persian food and
cooking industry. The research demonstrates
that these affixes serve as dynamic linguistic
elements that undergo semantic shifts based

on conceptual and contextual factors. By

employing categorization theory, domain
theory, and conceptualization theory, the study
elucidates how new words are systematically
formed and integrated into the Persian lexicon.
highlight  the

mechanisms underlying word formation,

The findings cognitive
emphasizing the adaptability and productivity
of affixation processes. Moreover, the study
contributes to the broader field of cognitive
linguistics by showcasing how affixation
operates as a cognitive tool for lexical
innovation. Future research can further
explore the application of cognitive
morphology in other professional domains,
investigating how affixation patterns vary
across different industries. The insights gained
from this study can also inform language
pedagogy, particularly in the teaching of
Persian as a second language, by providing
learners with a conceptual framework for
understanding word formation. Ultimately, this
research underscores the intricate relationship
between

language, cognition, and

professional  discourse, illustrating the

cognitive principles that govern the evolution

of specialized terminology in Persian.
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