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Abstract

The present article examines the techniques of imagery and visualization in the poetry of Alphonse de Lamartine and Siavash Kasraei,
evaluating and comparing the different methods employed by these two poets in imagination and imagery as fundamental elements of
poetry. The purpose of this study is to identify the similarities and differences in the application of figurative imagery in the works of
these poets. The conducted studies and research in this investigation indicate that Lamartine, the preeminent poet of French Romanticism,
influenced by the socio-political turmoil of his country, the sorrow arising from his personal life, and the melancholic nature of Romantic
thought, placed particular emphasis on nostalgic imagery, morbid and obscure images, Sisyphean imagery, and mythological
representations in his poetry. These very themes and socially melancholic motifs frequently and recurrently appear in the poetry of Siavash
Kasraei. The research method employed in this study is descriptive-analytical, involving a qualitative content analysis of the poets’ works,
conducted through a comparative approach. The motivation behind selecting Lamartine and Kasraei for this study lies in the alignment of
their perspectives and attitudes toward society and socio-political themes, such as the pursuit of justice and pacifism, resistance against
oppression and discrimination, and their shared nationalistic and patriotic principles. The similarity in the imagery and visual

representations used by these two poets is assessed as a result of the congruence in their viewpoints and worldviews.

Keywords: Comparative poetry, imagery, imagination and visualization, Lamartine, Siavash Kasraei.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study examines the comparative
techniques of imagery employed in the poetry
of Alphonse de Lamartine and Siavash
Kasraei, focusing on their methods of
visualization and imagination as fundamental
poetic elements. The primary aim of this

research is to explore the similarities and
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differences in the application of figurative
imagery within their poetic works. The analysis
reveals that Lamartine, the foremost French
Romantic poet, deeply influenced by the socio-
political turmoil of his time, personal afflictions,
and the melancholic essence of Romantic

thought, frequently employed nostalgic,

morbid, and mythological imagery. His poetry
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is replete with Sisyphean themes and
existential despair, which are similarly
prevalent in the works of Kasraei. Despite their
cultural and linguistic differences, both poets
share a common perspective on social justice,
national identity, and existential suffering. The
methodology adopted in this study is a
descriptive-analytical approach with
qualitative content analysis, conducted
through a comparative lens to uncover the
structural and thematic parallels in their
imagery. Previous research in this area has
addressed themes of nostalgia, social
upheaval, and philosophical reflections in the
poetry of Lamartine and Kasraei, contributing
to a broader understanding of their poetic
imagination (7).

One of the most striking similarities between
Lamartine and Kasraei is their use of
Sisyphean imagery, which conveys a sense of
perpetual struggle and futility. In Greek
mythology, Sisyphus represents eternal toil
without reward, an image that Lamartine
employs in his reflections on human suffering.
His elegiac verses describe the relentless
passage of time, the inevitability of death, and
the inescapable burdens of existence. For
instance, in one of his laments, Lamartine
writes about the transient nature of life,
comparing it to a relentless wave that
continuously crashes upon the shore (9).
Similarly, Kasraei invokes the imagery of futile
labor in his poetry, depicting themes of
revolution, social injustice, and personal

disillusionment. His poem  "Shadow"

exemplifies this theme, where he attempts to
grasp an unattainable dream, only to see it slip
away like a fleeting shadow (10). The
recurrence of this imagery in both poets’ works
underscores a shared philosophical
perspective on the human condition, wherein
individuals are trapped in an endless cycle of
hope and despair. This literary parallel
suggests that their worldviews, though shaped
by different socio-political contexts, converge
in their existential contemplations (3).

Another significant area of comparison lies in
their use of death-oriented and dark imagery.
Lamartine frequently associates nature with
themes of decay and mortality. His poem "The
Tomb of My Mother" is imbued with a profound
sense of loss, as he reflects on the transient
beauty of life and the ultimate fate that awaits
all beings. His verses employ deep contrasts
between the fleeting joys of youth and the
finality of death, reinforcing a Romantic
preoccupation with the ephemeral nature of
existence (9). Kasraei, while more politically
engaged in his poetic expression, also
employs death imagery to convey a sense of
historical inevitability and revolutionary
sacrifice. His poem "Wounds of the Homeland"
merges the collective grief of a nation with
personal suffering, depicting the deaths of
fallen revolutionaries as both tragic and
necessary for social change (10). Both poets
use melancholic imagery not merely as a
reflection of personal sorrow but as a broader
commentary on their respective societies. The

influence of historical and political turmoil on
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their poetry is evident in their choice of themes
and symbolic representations of death and
suffering (2).

The use of mythological imagery further
highlights the artistic affinities between
Lamartine and Kasraei. Lamartine often draws
upon classical myths to frame his
philosophical inquiries. His references to
Lethe, the river of forgetfulness in the
underworld, symbolize his yearning for escape
from the burdens of memory and suffering (19).
Similarly,  Kasraei integrates Persian
mythology into his poetry, with figures such as
Siavash and Arash the Archer serving as
symbols of resistance and national pride (10).
These mythological allusions function as
powerful metaphors, reinforcing the poets'
exploration of existential struggles, collective
identity, and historical destiny. Their reliance
on mythic structures underscores the
universality of their concerns, bridging the
temporal and cultural divide between their
works (20).

Nature-based imagery is another common
feature in their poetic expression. Both poets
utilize natural elements not merely for
descriptive purposes but as vehicles for
conveying deeper emotional and philosophical
meanings. Lamartine’s landscape descriptions
often serve as backdrops for introspective
meditation, where lakes, mountains, and
forests become symbols of inner turmoil and
spiritual longing (17). Kasraei, on the other
hand, employs nature as a metaphor for

political and social themes, such as the

resilience of his people in the face of
oppression. His poem "The Nights of the
Plains" exemplifies this technique, where the
vastness of the landscape mirrors the
struggles and aspirations of his nation (10). In
both cases, nature functions as a dynamic and
expressive force, shaping the emotional and
intellectual contours of their poetry (15).

The final dimension of their comparative
imagery is their treatment of war and conflict.
While Lamartine’s stance on war is
predominantly pacifist, as exemplified in his
poem "The Marseillaise of Peace," where he
calls for unity and reconciliation (9), Kasraei
takes a more militant approach, portraying war
as both a destructive force and a necessary
means of achieving justice. His revolutionary
poems often depict the battlefield as a space
of sacrifice and heroism, using vivid imagery of
bloodshed and struggle to inspire resistance
(10). Despite these differences in perspective,
both poets use war imagery to critique
violence and explore its implications for
humanity. Their works serve as reflections on
the broader historical and political landscapes
of their respective nations, illustrating the
transformative power of poetic imagery in
shaping social consciousness (6).

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of
Lamartine and Kasraei’'s poetic imagery
reveals profound thematic and stylistic
similarities, despite their distinct cultural
backgrounds. Their shared emphasis on
existential struggle, death, mythology, nature,

and war demonstrates the universal nature of
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poetic expression, transcending linguistic and
historical boundaries. Both poets utilize
imagery not merely as an aesthetic device but
as a means of engaging with their social and
philosophical concerns. Their works continue
to resonate with contemporary audiences,
offering insights into the enduring human
quest for meaning, justice, and artistic

expression.
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