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Abstract

Literature is the creative application of language. New linguistic sciences revitalize language, as words do not simply manifest with
meanings that have existed for centuries. New ideas and innovative techniques explore the undiscovered mysteries of a literary work. One
of the modern approaches to uncovering textual beauty is layered stylistics. Layered stylistics is a contemporary method for analyzing
literary texts. In the present study, the descriptions of Rostam in the story of Rostam and Esfandiyar are analyzed based on layered
stylistics. Stylistic features are examined across five layers: phonological, lexical, syntactic, rhetorical, and ideological, while the content
of the text is simultaneously analyzed. Hakim Abolgasem Ferdowsi is a renowned poet associated with the Khorasani style; therefore, his
poetry serves as a suitable foundation for identifying the characteristics of his era’s poetry as well as Persian epic poetry. In the
phonological layer, Ferdowsi utilizes the music of speech, syntactic rhythms, and pronunciation techniques. In the lexical layer, he
artistically emphasizes words based on the characters and their varying meanings. In the syntactic layer, he employs diverse word
arrangements. In the rhetorical layer, he achieves the pinnacle of eloquence and clarity by employing principles from semantics, rhetoric,
and literary devices, without artificial embellishments. In the ideological layer, both consciously and subconsciously, he reflects his
personal perspectives, beliefs, and the fundamental values of the Iranian people.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Shahnameh by Ferdowsi stands as a
monumental work that transcends time and
space, narrating the essence of Persian
national identity and heroism. This research
presents a layered stylistic analysis of
Rostam’s descriptions in the story of Rostam
and Esfandiyar, identifying the five primary
layers—phonological, lexical,  syntactic,
rhetorical, and ideological—while concurrently
conducting a content analysis of the text.
Layered stylistics serves as an advanced
literary analytical tool that dissects a text into
finer components, allowing for a more detailed
and nuanced study of its aesthetic, linguistic,
and ideological dimensions (6). Ferdowsi, a
master of the Khorasani poetic style, employs
a distinct phonological layer wherein he
utilizes rhythmic structures, alliteration, and
prosodic harmony to reinforce the epic tone of
his narration. The lexical layer of his poetry
reflects an intentional selection of words
tailored to the characters and their attributes,
reinforcing their symbolic significance in the
narrative  (3). Syntactically, Ferdowsi’s
craftsmanship is evident in the diverse
arrangement of words, balancing structural
complexity with fluid readability. His rhetorical
strategies, informed by Persian classical

rhetoric, amplify the expressive force of his
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verse. Ideologically, his descriptions of
Rostam carry implicit and explicit reflections of
cultural  ethos, national pride, and
philosophical underpinnings, consciously and
unconsciously  embedding  socio-political
values of his time (4). This study, through a
detailed stylistic approach, unveils how
Ferdowsi’'s multi-layered descriptions of
Rostam contribute to the epic’s grandeur and
enduring relevance.

The phonological layer in Ferdowsi's
Shahnameh exhibits an intricate interplay of
sound and rhythm, enhancing the narrative’s
heroic and dramatic tone. His strategic use of
alliteration, repetition, and rhythmic phrasing
lends an oratory quality to his verse, reflecting
the oral tradition from which Persian epic
poetry originates (5). Rostam’s voice is
described using evocative imagery, likening it
to thunder or the roar of a lion, thereby
reinforcing his larger-than-life presence in the
story. The poet's manipulation of syllabic
structures ensures a cadence that intensifies
moments of tension, such as the climactic
battle scenes between Rostam and
Esfandiyar. Moreover, the poet’s phonetic
choices align with Rostam’s character
development—harsh ~ consonants  during
moments of aggression, softer vowels in

moments of introspection. The phonological
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richness of the Shahnameh not only maintains
the reader’s engagement but also strengthens
the memorability of its verses, which is crucial
given the oral transmission of Persian heroic
legends. Ferdowsi’s consistent integration of
musicality into his poetry exemplifies how
sound patterns function beyond mere
ornamentation, actively contributing to
character depiction and emotional resonance
(11).

Lexical choices in the Shahnameh are
meticulously crafted to reflect both the
historical context and the internal psyche of its
characters. Ferdowsi’'s lexical selection in
Rostam’s  descriptions demonstrates a
deliberate emphasis on strength, valor, and
divine favor. The epithet “Piltan” (elephant-
bodied) is frequently used to convey Rostam’s
unparalleled physical might, while terms such
as “sheer-del” (lion-hearted) highlight his
unwavering bravery. Additionally, Ferdowsi’s
use of metaphor and simile serves to elevate
Rostam’s persona beyond mere mortal
dimensions. The poet frequently likens him to
celestial bodies, mountains, and untamed
beasts, reinforcing his heroic stature within
Persian mythology (13). The lexical register
also shifts depending on the context; in
moments of dialogue with kings and nobility,
Rostam’s language reflects diplomatic
formality, whereas in battle sequences, it
adopts a sharper, more declarative tone. This
linguistic adaptability not only enhances
character authenticity but also enriches the

narrative texture of the epic. Furthermore, the

lexical field surrounding Rostam is imbued
with symbolic weight—terms related to loyalty,
justice, and fate frequently recur in his
interactions, underscoring the thematic
underpinnings of the Shahnameh (10).
Ferdowsi’s syntactic strategies play a pivotal
role in shaping the Shahnameh’s narrative
flow and dramatic impact. The poet employs a
diverse range of syntactic structures, from
parallelism and chiasmus to elaborate
compound sentences, each serving a distinct
rhetorical function. Rostam’s dialogues, for
instance, often feature syntactic mirroring to
reinforce his unwavering principles and logical
reasoning. In contrast, moments of intense
action are marked by terse, clipped sentences
that mimic the rapid pace of battle. The
deliberate arrangement of words and phrases
in Ferdowsi’s poetry ensures clarity despite
the complexity of its structure, demonstrating
his mastery over Persian prosody. Moreover,
syntactic inversions are frequently used to
foreground key thematic elements—verbs of
motion and action often precede their subjects,
emphasizing the dynamism inherent in
Rostam’s character (12). The poet’s skillful
manipulation of syntax extends to his use of
enjambment, allowing for seamless transitions
between lines while maintaining narrative
suspense. These syntactic choices collectively
enhance the epic’s readability, ensuring that
even its most intricate passages remain
engaging for the audience (8).

Rhetorical elements in the Shahnameh

contribute  significantly to its literary
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magnificence. Ferdowsi’s employment of
rhetorical devices—such as hyperbole, irony,
and allegory—imbues the text with layers of
meaning that extend beyond the literal.
Rostam’s character is frequently exalted
through hyperbolic descriptions, portraying
him as a figure of almost supernatural
prowess. The use of irony, particularly in
dialogues between Rostam and Esfandiyar,
introduces an additional layer of complexity, as
the audience is made aware of impending
tragedy even as the characters themselves
remain oblivious. Allegorical elements within
Rostam’s descriptions often carry
philosophical and moral implications,
reinforcing the didactic nature of the
Shahnameh. Ferdowsi’'s mastery of classical
Persian rhetoric ensures that his verses
resonate not only aesthetically but also
intellectually, inviting readers to engage with
the text on multiple levels (7). By interweaving
rhetorical flourishes with substantive narrative
content, Ferdowsi ensures that Rostam’s
character remains both compelling and
instructive, serving as an enduring archetype
of heroism and moral fortitude.

Finally, the ideological underpinnings of
Rostam’s descriptions in the Shahnameh
reflect Ferdowsi’s broader philosophical and
nationalistic vision. As a custodian of Persian
cultural identity, Ferdowsi infuses his epic with
themes of loyalty, duty, and divine justice, all
of which are exemplified in Rostam’s
characterization. The poet’s portrayal of

Rostam embodies an idealized vision of

Persian heroism—one that upholds justice
even in the face of political adversity.
However, this idealism is not without its
tensions; the ideological conflict between
Rostam and Esfandiyar serves as a
microcosm of broader socio-political struggles,
particularly those between the warrior ethos
and royal authority. Ferdowsi’'s nuanced
treatment of this conflict underscores his
awareness of the complexities inherent in
leadership and moral responsibility (9).
Through his layered stylistic approach, the
poet not only immortalizes Rostam as a
legendary hero but also invites critical
reflection on the nature of power, fate, and
human agency. This study, by applying
layered stylistics to Rostam’s descriptions,
demonstrates how Ferdowsi’'s intricate
weaving of linguistic, rhetorical, and

ideological elements ensures the

Shahnameh’s enduring relevance in Persian

literary and cultural history.
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