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Examining the Elements of Socialist Realism in the Short Story “The Farewell Ceremony” by
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Abstract

The short story The Farewell Ceremony by Gholam-Hossein Sa'edi is a prominent example of socialist realism literature, which critically
addresses the social and economic issues of society. This story effectively reflects the key components of socialist realism by portraying
the lives of the lower classes, critiquing the capitalist system, and advocating for unity and struggle. In this work, Sa'edi employs
characterization, simple language, and a critical perspective on culture and superstitions to effectively convey his message to the reader.
This article examines the extent to which The Farewell Ceremony aligns with the principles and elements of socialist realism. By analyzing
elements such as character development, narrative setting, storytelling techniques, and the final message, this study aims to determine the
position of this work within the context of socialist realism. The findings indicate that although Sa'edi employs realist techniques to depict
social realities, The Farewell Ceremony is inconsistent with the objectives and ideals of socialist realism and can be more accurately
classified under critical realism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The short story The Farewell Ceremony by
Gholam-Hossein Sa’edi is a significant literary
piece that encapsulates the core tenets of
socialist realism, a literary movement deeply
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intertwined with Marxist ideology. Socialist
realism aims to reflect the struggles of the
working class, expose economic inequalities,
and critique the capitalist system, all while
portraying a vision of class struggle leading to
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a utopian socialist society (11). Sa’edi, known
for his deep engagement with social issues,
integrates these themes into his work through
a detailed portrayal of lower-class hardships,
systemic injustices, and the illusions
maintained by power structures. The Farewell
Ceremony presents an intricate narrative
where the central event—a farewell gathering
for an absent director—serves as a powerful
allegory for the entrenched bureaucracy and
its alienation from the common people (12).
The absence of the director symbolizes the
inefficacy of leadership and the passive role of
the oppressed, who await the departure of
their ruler as though it is a rare phenomenon,
highlighting the cyclic nature of oppression
and resignation. Through meticulous character
development, stark realism, and symbolic
undertones, Sa’edi creates a narrative that not
only aligns with but also critigues socialist
realism, shifting towards a more critical realist
approach that exposes the dissonance
between ideological aspirations and the lived
experiences of the working class (13).

The application of socialist realism in Sa’edi’s
work is evident in its focus on lower-class
characters and their  socio-economic
struggles. By depicting individuals trapped in a
rigid hierarchical system where power is
concentrated at the top and suffering is
normalized at the bottom, the story embodies
the core concerns of the movement. Sa’'edi
uses a distinct linguistic style, employing
simple and direct language to make the

narrative accessible to a broad audience, a

fundamental characteristic of socialist realism
(14). Additionally, the story critiques the
capitalist system through its depiction of class
disparities, institutionalized corruption, and the
illusion of meritocracy. The protagonist’s
environment—filled with bureaucratic
formalities, superficial rituals, and the facade
of change—mirrors the broader societal
structure where economic and political
systems reinforce social stagnation. This
thematic concern aligns with socialist realism’s
objective of exposing capitalist exploitation,
yet Sa’edi’s approach diverges from strict
ideological prescriptions by presenting
characters who lack a clear revolutionary
trajectory. Unlike the archetypal socialist
realist hero, who rises from oppression to lead
the proletariat, the individuals in The Farewell
Ceremony remain caught in a cycle of inertia
and disillusionment, challenging the notion of
inevitable socialist triumph (17).

A critical analysis of the story’s setting and
character dynamics further reveals its
alignment with socialist realism while
simultaneously critiquing its limitations. The
setting—a bureaucratic institution where
power is concentrated in a distant figure—
reflects the alienation of the working class from
decision-making processes. Sa’'edi masterfully
constructs a microcosm of a stratified society,
wherein the characters function within a
predetermined hierarchy that dictates their
roles and responses. The story’s structural
elements, such as its emphasis on dialogue

and descriptive realism, underscore the social
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constraints that shape human behavior.
However, unlike conventional socialist realist
works that offer a clear dichotomy between
oppressors and revolutionaries, The Farewell
Ceremony presents a more nuanced
perspective. The workers are not merely
victims awaiting liberation but are also
complicit in perpetuating the very structures
they lament. This depiction resonates with
critical realism, which acknowledges the
complexity of social change and the
internalized ideologies that hinder collective
action (10). Sa'edi’s portrayal of passive
resistance, cynical acceptance, and the
normalization of suffering suggests a critique
of both the capitalist system and the socialist
realist tendency to present simplistic solutions
to systemic problems (15).

Moreover, The Farewell Ceremony employs a
satirical tone to challenge the grand narratives
of both socialist realism and dominant power
structures. The irony of a farewell ceremony
for a director who is neither present nor truly
departing exposes the absurdity of institutional
rituals that serve as spectacles rather than
instruments of genuine change (16). The
dialogue-driven narrative, laced with dark
humor, underscores the contradictions within
bureaucratic and social institutions. Through
its satirical approach, the story critiques the
way socialist realism often romanticizes the
struggle of the working class, offering an
alternative perspective that emphasizes the
psychological and cultural dimensions of

oppression. Sa’'edi’'s focus on psychological

realism—nhis exploration of characters' internal
conflicts,  frustrations, and conditioned
resignation—further distinguishes his work
from the prescriptive optimism of socialist
realism. This psychological depth adds layers
of realism that challenge the notion of a linear
revolutionary progression, instead presenting
a world where individuals navigate power
structures through compromise, humor, and
reluctant acceptance rather than direct
confrontation (19).

The symbolic elements embedded in the
narrative also contribute to its layered critique
of socialist realism. The director, an invisible
and inaccessible figure, symbolizes authority
figures who dictate societal norms from an
impersonal distance. His absence from his
own farewell ceremony signifies the illusion of
leadership and the performative nature of
hierarchical structures. The ceremony itself,
intended as a moment of transition,
paradoxically reinforces the status quo,
illustrating how bureaucratic rituals function to
maintain rather than challenge existing power
dynamics (4). The interactions between
characters further reflect the socio-political
climate, where genuine resistance is
overshadowed by survival strategies such as
appeasement, ritualistic formalities, and ironic
detachment. These elements align with the
principles of socialist realism in their depiction
of social struggle but simultaneously critique
its ideological rigidity by highlighting the
contradictions  and  stagnation  within

oppressive systems. Sa’edi’s narrative
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strategy thus serves as both an extension and
a critique of socialist realism, positioning The
Farewell Ceremony as a work that transcends
didacticism to offer a more introspective and
critical engagement with social realities (18).

In conclusion, The Farewell Ceremony
exemplifies the core elements of socialist
realism while also challenging its ideological
premises. Sa’'edi’s depiction of class struggle,
bureaucratic absurdity, and psychological
depth presents a multifaceted exploration of
oppression that moves beyond the binaries of
victimhood and heroism. By incorporating
elements of satire, psychological realism, and
symbolic critique, the story provides a more
nuanced perspective on the complexities of
social change. While socialist realism
traditionally aims to inspire revolutionary
consciousness, Sa’edi’'s narrative suggests
that systemic transformation is hindered not
only by external oppressors but also by
internalized resignation and complicity. This
critical stance aligns the work more closely
with critical realism, which acknowledges the
intricate and often contradictory nature of
social and political realities (20). Ultimately,
The Farewell Ceremony stands as a testament
to Sa'edi’'s literary mastery, offering a
compelling critique of both power structures
and the limitations of ideological frameworks in
capturing the lived experiences of the
oppressed. Through its rich character
portrayals, sharp social commentary, and
satirical edge, the story challenges readers to

reconsider the narratives that shape their

understanding of struggle, agency, and

resistance in an increasingly complex world
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