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Abstract

Middle Persian is a language that requires a precise examination of its texts to accurately understand its grammatical rules and syntax.
Profound knowledge and awareness are essential for analyzing, translating, and interpreting Middle Persian texts. A lack of familiarity
with the foundation and structure of its vocabulary and syntactic framework deprives the reader of the ability to make accurate judgments
regarding the meaning and interpretation of the texts. The Pahlavi text Jamasp Namag, which focuses on revelations and prophecies of
future events, is a noteworthy text among Middle Persian literature. One of the objectives of this research is to analyze the verbs used in
the prophecies of Jamasp Namag from an etymological and grammatical perspective, utilizing library sources. Additionally, the study
examines compound words and the role of pronouns to guide researchers and enthusiasts toward a better understanding of the structural
aspects of the Middle Persian language.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Middle Persian literature, particularly the
Pahlavi texts, holds a significant position in the
historical and linguistic study of Iranian cultural
heritage. Among these texts, Jamasp Namag
stands out as a pivotal document that
intertwines elements of prophetic discourse
with deep grammatical and syntactic
structures essential for understanding the
evolution of the Middle Persian language. The
text, which has been the subject of scholarly
attention for over a century, presents a
complex interplay of verb formations,
pronominal applications, and compound
structures that warrant detailed etymological
and grammatical analysis. Scholars such as
Modi have contributed significantly to the field
by providing foundational analyses that
distinguish Jamasp Namag from other Middle
Persian texts (3). Additionally, research on the
phonetic and syntactic characteristics of

Middle Persian has evolved significantly over
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time, with authors like Boyce and Tavadia
offering varying interpretations of the structure
and classification of Jamasp Namag (1, 2).
However, there remains a gap in the literature
concerning the structural transformations that
this text has undergone across different
manuscript traditions. The primary objective of
this study is to analyze the grammatical
features of Jamasp Namag, particularly in
terms of verb usage, compound word
structures, and the syntactic role of pronouns,
using Modi’'s foundational work as a reference
point (3). This investigation seeks to provide a
linguistic framework that can aid scholars in
understanding the nuanced features of Middle
Persian and its transition into later Persian
dialects.
The methodological approach of this study is
rooted in a comparative linguistic analysis of
existing versions of Jamasp Namag, with
special attention paid to Modi’s edited text (3).

The research employs a combination of
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library-based resources and textual criticism to
examine the variations present in different
manuscript traditions. The structural integrity
of the text has been maintained in the analysis
to ensure that findings reflect the original
linguistic patterns without modern
reinterpretation. Given the fragmented nature
of Pahlavi texts, cross-referencing with other
Middle Persian documents such as Bundahisn
and Dénkard has been essential in verifying
grammatical constructs (6). Furthermore, the
study delves into the role of affixes, verb
formations, and compound structures within
the text, highlighting how Jamasp Namag
adheres to and deviates from conventional
Middle Persian syntax. The research also
considers the role of poetic and rhetorical
elements, as suggested by Benveniste, who
proposed that certain sections of the text might
have retained remnants of metric structures
found in lost Avestan hymns (6). By
incorporating phonetic and grammatical
assessments from scholars such as Utas, this
study provides a comprehensive
understanding of the syntactic fluidity of
Jamasp Namag within the larger context of
Middle Persian literature (5).

One of the key linguistic findings of this study
is the extensive use of compound verbs within
Jamasp Namag, which suggests a significant
syntactic evolution from earlier Avestan
structures. The use of affixes such as be- and
ul- in verb formations highlights a
morphological trend that indicates emphasis

and aspectual shifts in the text (3).

Furthermore, the presence of pronominal
enclitics in various grammatical positions
within sentences suggests a degree of
syntactic flexibility that allows for multiple
layers of meaning to be conveyed
simultaneously (4). Another notable feature is
the frequent omission of explicit subject
pronouns, a phenomenon that aligns Jamasp
Namag with other Pahlavi texts where subject
references are often inferred from the context.
This syntactic pattern is particularly evident in
passages describing prophetic visions, where
the subject is often left implied to create a more
fluid and continuous narrative structure (3).
The text also employs a sophisticated system
of negation, with multiple negators interacting
within  single clauses, a feature that
distinguishes Middle Persian syntax from its
Old Persian and Avestan predecessors (6).
These findings indicate that Jamasp Namag
represents an advanced stage of Middle
Persian linguistic development, incorporating
elements that would later influence Early New
Persian syntax.

In addition to its linguistic significance, Jamasp
Namag serves as a crucial document in the
study of Zoroastrian eschatology, presenting
prophetic insights that align closely with
Avestan eschatological texts such as Yashts
and Bundahisn. The text outlines a structured
vision of cosmic events, detailing apocalyptic
scenarios that bear striking similarities to later
Persian literary works on eschatology (6). The
prophetic discourse in Jamasp Namag follows

a question-and-answer format, a stylistic
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device that reinforces the didactic nature of the
text. This format also serves as a structural
tool to introduce key thematic elements such
as moral dualism, the struggle between good
and evil, and the role of divine judgment in
shaping human destiny (2). The influence of
this format can be traced to earlier Zoroastrian
scriptures, wherein similar pedagogical
structures are employed to convey theological
and philosophical doctrines. Moreover, the text
incorporates numerical symbolism, particularly
in its descriptions of cosmic cycles and
eschatological transformations, reflecting a
broader Indo-Iranian tradition of numerical
cosmology (3). This intricate interplay of
linguistic and thematic elements underscores
the depth of Jamasp Namag as a text that not
only preserves linguistic features of Middle
Persian but also conveys religious and
philosophical thought processes integral to
Zoroastrianism.

The manuscript tradition of Jamasp Namag
reveals significant textual variations, with
notable differences between the Pahlavi,
Pazend, and Persian versions of the text.
While the Pahlavi version maintains a
relatively archaic syntactic structure, the
Pazend and Persian versions exhibit
modifications that reflect the linguistic shifts
occurring during their respective periods of
transcription (3). The transition from Middle
Persian to Early New Persian is particularly
evident in the simplification of compound verb
structures and the gradual loss of enclitic

pronouns. Additionally, the Persian version of

Jamasp Namag incorporates explanatory
glosses that suggest an attempt by later
scribes to make the text more accessible to
contemporary readers (3). These linguistic
modifications provide valuable insights into the
processes of textual transmission and
linguistic adaptation in Persian literary history.
Furthermore, the differences between the
Pahlavi and Pazend versions highlight the
impact of religious and cultural influences on
the preservation and modification of
Zoroastrian texts (4). By comparing these
versions, this study sheds light on the
diachronic evolution of Middle Persian
linguistic structures and the broader historical
contexts that shaped their development.

In conclusion, Jamasp Namag serves as a
crucial linguistic and literary artifact that
encapsulates the complexities of Middle
Persian grammar and syntax while
simultaneously offering rich insights into
Zoroastrian eschatological thought. This study
has demonstrated that the text's grammatical
structures, particularly its use of compound
verbs, pronominal applications, and negation
patterns, reflect an advanced stage of Middle
Persian linguistic development. Additionally,
the text's question-and-answer format and
numerical symbolism reinforce its role as a
didactic and theological work deeply
embedded in the Zoroastrian tradition (3). The
manuscript variations between the Pahlavi,
Pazend, and Persian versions further
underscore the dynamic nature of textual

transmission and linguistic adaptation over
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time. Ultimately, the findings of this research
contribute to a deeper understanding of Middle
Persian as a linguistic stage that bridges the
gap between OIld Persian and Early New

Persian.
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