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Abstract

One of the common techniques in children’s and adolescent literature is the rewriting and recreation of classical and contemporary texts
in simplified language for young audiences. The necessity of this practice lies in familiarizing children and adolescents with classical
literature and helping them better understand valuable works composed in an archaic style and language, filled with ethical, didactic,
cultural, and social themes. The narrative structure and moral content of Saadi’s prose and poetry have consistently provided a suitable
foundation for adaptation by rewriting authors. In recent years, many writers have turned to the rewriting and recreation of his precious
works. In this study, using a descriptive-analytical method, the tale "The Short and Lowly Prince and His Brothers” from the first chapter
of Saadi’s Gulistan is critically examined alongside its rewritings for children, with a focus on narrative elements. In most of these
rewritings, the thematic content of the story remains consistent with the original text, and in the majority of cases, only the language has
been modernized and simplified. There is little deviation from the original narrative.

Keywords: children's and adolescent literature, rewriting, anecdotes from Saadi’s Gulistan, narrative elements.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The rewriting and recreation of classical
Persian literature for children and adolescents
is a critical literary and educational practice
that bridges the gap between timeless cultural
heritage and the cognitive and emotional
capacities of younger readers. Among the

foundational texts of Persian literature, Saadi’'s

Gulistan stands out as a seminal collection of
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didactic and ethical anecdotes whose rich
moral teachings and narrative appeal render
them especially suitable for adaptation.
However, the language, structure, and cultural
allusions of classical texts often render them
audiences.

inaccessible  to  younger

Consequently, simplified, modernized
rewritings serve the dual purpose of cultural

preservation and educational engagement.
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The present study focuses on the anecdote
“The Short and Lowly Prince and His Brothers”
from the first chapter of Gulistan, analyzing its
original narrative elements and comparing
them with three contemporary rewritings
intended for young readers. The research
emphasizes the transformation of narrative
components—such as character
development, setting, plot, and theme—
through the lens of children's literature theory.
By  adopting a  descriptive-analytical
methodology, this study aims to evaluate the
extent to which the rewritings succeed in
preserving the core didactic message while
rendering the narrative more relatable and
comprehensible for modern youth (1, 2).

The theoretical foundation of this research
rests upon narrative analysis, specifically the
structure and function of key story elements
such as characterization, setting, and theme.
According to narratology, characters can be
static or dynamic, and their psychological or
moral traits may be conveyed directly (through
narration) or indirectly (through action and
dialogue). In the original version, the prince
and the king exhibit archetypal traits
commonly found in traditional Persian
literature: the underdog son as a symbol of
hidden virtue and the father as a figure of
flawed judgment. These character types are
preserved in the rewritings but with varying
degrees of modification. For instance, in some
rewritings, the prince is renamed (e.g., “Amir
Shahran”) and

individualized features such as cleverness,

endowed with more

kindness, and a sense of humor. The portrayal
of his siblings also undergoes development,
transforming them from abstract antagonists
into more dimensional characters affected by
envy and remorse. The use of modern names
and accessible language is particularly
significant in  making these characters
relatable for young audiences, encouraging
empathy and ethical reflection. In addition, the
inclusion of new minor characters, such as
ministers or advisors, allows for greater
narrative depth and offers opportunities for
moral teaching through dialogue and decision-
making (6, 7).

In terms of setting, the original anecdote is
largely devoid of temporal and spatial
specificity, a common characteristic of
classical Persian moral tales. Its narrative
takes place in an undefined royal court,
allowing the moral message to take
precedence over realism or context. In
contrast, the rewritings employ detailed scene
descriptions, often supported by vivid
illustrations, to Create immersive
environments. Descriptive passages about the
court, battlefield, or domestic settings help
situate the story within a recognizable world for
the child reader, thereby enhancing both
engagement and comprehension. The
difference in narrative technique—from
abstract to concrete—reflects the pedagogical
shift in children's literature toward experiential
involvement.

learning and  emotional

Additionally, = modern  rewritings  often

incorporate humor, casual dialogue, and visual
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metaphors to further bridge the cultural and
temporal gap between the ancient text and the
contemporary reader. While the original
anecdote’s abstraction supports universal
moral messages, the grounded settings of the
rewritings render the ethical dilemmas more
immediate and personally relevant to the
child’s lived experience (4, 5).

Another essential element addressed in the
study is theme, or the underlying moral idea
conveyed through the story. In classical
Persian literature, especially in works like the
Gulistan, the didactic element often appears
overtly through maxims, poetic inserts, or
narrator commentary. Saadi’s use of rhymed
prose and embedded moral aphorisms
presents challenges for young readers
unfamiliar with poetic form and traditional
idioms. In the rewritings, these didactic
components are adapted or rephrased in child-
friendly language. In some cases, the moral
lesson is indirectly embedded in the
characters’ choices and consequences,
aligning with contemporary pedagogical best
practices that encourage critical thinking and
inferential learning. Nevertheless, the core
message—virtue outweighs appearance and
status—remains  consistent across  all
versions. The moral climax, in which the once-
disregarded prince earns the admiration of his
father and the kingdom, is preserved in each
rewriting, although some include creative
elaborations such as celebratory scenes or
additional dialogue that further reinforce the

prince’s worthiness. The method of thematic

delivery thus evolves from explicit instruction
to narrative implication, accommodating the
cognitive  development and interpretive
capacity of younger readers (2, 3).

In addition to structural and thematic analysis,
the study also evaluates the role of mood and
tone—collectively referred to as atmosphere
or “story space.” The tone of Saadi’s original is
serious, contemplative, and authoritative,
often mediated by a moralizing narrator. In
contrast, modern rewritings adopt a friendlier,
often humorous tone aimed at engaging the
child’s imagination and emotional world. The
use of everyday vocabulary, interactive
sentence structures, and even direct address
to the reader in some versions creates a more
intimate and engaging narrative space.
Moreover, the dialogue-heavy structure of the
rewritings introduces rhythmic pacing and
familiar speech patterns that mirror the oral
storytelling tradition, enhancing accessibility.
The tonal shift also aligns with the modern
emphasis on reader-response theory in
children’s literature, which values emotional
resonance and reader identification as tools
for moral education. In sum, the rewritings do
not merely translate language but also
transpose affective modes, thereby
transforming the reading experience while
preserving the ethical core of Saadi’s tale (5,
6).

The findings of this study support the
conclusion that rewriting classical Persian
literature for children and adolescents is not

only a valuable educational practice but also
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an essential strategy for cultural transmission.
Through careful narrative adaptation, authors
can preserve the ethical and intellectual
richness of classical texts while meeting the
developmental, linguistic, and emotional
needs of younger audiences. The examined
rewritings of Saadi’s “Short and Lowly Prince”
demonstrate a spectrum of adaptation
approaches—from literal simplification to
creative reimagining—each offering unique
pedagogical benefits. While some adaptations
retain closer fidelity to the source, others
prioritize imaginative engagement, emotional
relatability, or cultural modernization. What
unites them is the shared goal of making
ethical heritage accessible and compelling. By
analyzing elements such as characterization,
setting, theme, and tone, this study affirms that
well-crafted rewritings can serve as powerful
vehicles for moral development, language
enrichment, and cultural continuity. Such
adaptations do not dilute classical wisdom but
breathe new life into it, ensuring that the voices
of authors like Saadi continue to inspire new

generations.
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