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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze and conceptualize the components of “social ethics” within the fictional world of
Houshang Moradi Kermani. The central problem of this study is to identify and explain the position of ethical concepts
within the context of collective relationships and interpersonal encounters among the characters in his stories. Moving
beyond abstract and individualistic approaches, Moradi Kermani redefines ethics within the lived experiences of
disadvantaged social classes and the dynamics of interpersonal relationships. This study employs a descriptive—analytical
method based on content analysis, whereby a close reading of selected works is used to identify and extract the value system
underlying the narratives. The findings indicate that social ethics in Moradi Kermani’s works is founded on principles such
as honesty, compassion, altruism, collective responsibility, human dignity, and related ethical values. In his fictional world,
ethical actions are represented not as abstract obligations but as practical means of repairing social ruptures and improving
the quality of collective life. By portraying his characters’ encounters with poverty, deprivation, and loneliness, the author
transforms ethics into a means of fostering resilience and solidarity within societies undergoing transition. Ultimately, this
study demonstrates that Moradi Kermani’s ethical system can be characterized as a “secular and human-centered ethics”
that, while maintaining the simplicity of his narrative structures, possesses considerable educational depth and reflects
profound social concerns. This approach employs literature as a conscious form of social action aimed at promoting
compassion and human justice within the social sphere.

Keywords: respect, social ethics, social classes, Houshang Moradi Kermani, altruism
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Fiction, particularly literature written for

children and adolescents, has long functioned
as an important medium for transmitting
values, behavioral norms, moral expectations,
and models of social interaction. Beyond
entertainment and imaginative engagement,
literary texts participate in processes of
socialization by shaping readers’ perceptions
of self, others, and communal life. In this
respect, the fictional works of Houshang
Moradi Kermani occupy a distinctive position
in contemporary Persian literature because
they present morality not as a system of
abstract injunctions, but as an experiential and
embedded

narratives frequently focus on children,

socially phenomenon.  His

economically disadvantaged families,
villagers, marginal figures, and individuals
whose everyday lives are shaped by
deprivation, inequality, vulnerability, and
interpersonal dependence. Such narrative
settings provide fertile ground for the

representation of social ethics, because moral
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values emerge through concrete encounters
rather than through direct didactic instruction.
Previous studies have highlighted the
educational, social, and cultural significance of
Moradi Kermani’s fiction, particularly his
concern with poverty, dignity, childhood,
indirect moral instruction, and the everyday
struggles of lower social classes (3-6). His
fictional world is marked by simplicity of
language and narrative structure, yet this
apparent simplicity often conceals complex
ethical relationships. Concepts such as
dignity, mutual respect, compassion, honesty,
responsibility, altruism, and social solidarity
repeatedly structure the interactions among
characters. Accordingly, the present study
seeks to identify and analyze the major
components of social ethics in Moradi
Kermani’'s works and to explain how these
values are represented within interpersonal
and communal relationships. The study further
examines the relationship between ethical
conduct and such conditions as poverty, social

vulnerability, honor, humiliation, and collective



VP8 Jbo ooy 0 lod quomiy 0390 ¢ owild Dlodl 9 Ol) duomis™ 4y 4l

responsibility, arguing that Moradi Kermani’s
fiction constitutes a significant literary site for
understanding socially grounded forms of
moral experience.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method based on qualitative content analysis
and close textual reading. Selected works by
Moradi Kermani were examined with particular
attention to recurring ethical concepts,
narrative situations, interpersonal tensions,
and the responses of characters to social
pressure. The analytical focus was placed on
such components as preserving social dignity
and reputation, expressing remorse for
improper conduct, honesty, kindness, mutual
respect, refraining from harming others, and
helping fellow human beings. Rather than
treating these elements as isolated moral
virtues, the analysis considers them as
interrelated components of a broader ethical
system embedded in the social structures of
the narratives. Existing scholarship on Moradi
Kermani has demonstrated that his fiction is
closely connected with educational and social
concerns and that his characters are
frequently drawn from economically and
culturally disadvantaged groups (4, 5). Other
research has similarly emphasized the
presence of religious, ethical, and social
teachings in his works (6), while studies of his
literary language and narrative strategies have
shown that his style facilitates direct
engagement with readers through accessible
forms of interaction (7). Building on these

findings, the present study moves beyond

thematic identification and examines social
ethics as an internally coherent value system
within the narratives. In this framework, ethical
meaning is produced through behavior,
dialogue, hesitation, shame, cooperation,
conflict, and reconciliation. The analysis
therefore approaches morality not as an
externally imposed discourse, but as
something enacted within the lived worlds of
the  characters. This  methodological
orientation makes it possible to show that
ethical values in Moradi Kermani’s works are
most visible when characters confront
concrete social dilemmas, including scarcity,
embarrassment, accusation, interpersonal
misunderstanding, exclusion, and the need for
communal assistance.

One of the most significant findings concerns
the concept of preserving dignity and social
reputation, or aberudari, which functions in the
narratives as both an individual and collective
ethical principle. In Mom’s Guest, concern
over an insufficient meal for guests develops
into a broader moral effort to protect the dignity
of both hosts and visitors (9). The anxiety
surrounding the “empty table” is not merely
related to material poverty; it reflects a desire
to prevent another person from experiencing
humiliation. In this sense, social reputation
becomes a form of moral capital through which
individuals protect one another from the
symbolic violence of deprivation. This
interpretation corresponds with  broader
philosophical understandings of dignity and

moral recognition, in which respect for the
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social standing of others forms part of ethical
life (2). Moradi Kermani’s treatment of dignity
is especially important because it transforms a
culturally specific concern with honor into a
mechanism of social care. The attempt to
preserve face is not represented as deception
or superficial social performance, but as an
expression of empathy and collective
responsibility. Similarly, remorse appears as
another important component of moral
development. In You Are No Stranger, the
adolescent narrator’'s embarrassment after
secretly taking a book and his attempt to repair
its damaged pages represent an internal
process of ethical self-correction (13). In The
Stories of Majid, Maijid’s regret after ignoring a
familiar neighborhood boy similarly
demonstrates the role of conscience in
evaluating the emotional consequences of
one’s behavior (14). These scenes suggest
that remorse is not merely a private feeling but
a socially oriented form of moral awareness,
because it emerges from recognizing the pain,
disappointment, or disrespect experienced by
another person. Such representations are
consistent  with  accounts of moral
development that emphasize self-reflection,
responsibility, and the correction of harmful
behavior (12, 15).

Honesty and kindness constitute two further
pillars of Moradi Kermani’'s social ethics. In
The Jar, honesty is represented not simply as
truth-telling but as fairness in judgment and
resistance to unjust accusation. When a

student refuses to claim that he witnessed

another boy damaging the school jar, despite
suspicion directed toward the accused child,
the narrative presents truthfulness as a form of
moral courage (16). The importance of this
scene lies in the student’s refusal to conform
to group assumptions without evidence.
Honesty thus acquires a social dimension: it
protects individuals from unjust blame,
preserves trust, and prevents collective
prejudice from becoming a substitute for fact.
In this respect, individual moral conduct
contributes directly to social justice. Kindness
is represented with similar subtlety. In another
scene from The Jar, the mother of a student
brings a small gift of bread and eggs to the
school principal, an act that possesses little
material value but significant emotional
meaning (16). The scene illustrates a form of
kindness rooted in intention, attention, and
relational warmth rather than economic
abundance. Such gestures are especially
significant in poor communities, where
emotional generosity can substitute for limited
material ~ resources.  Ethical  kindness,
therefore, is not dependent on wealth but on
willingness to recognize and support others.
This interpretation is compatible with applied
accounts of ethics that emphasize care,
benevolence, and everyday forms of moral
action (17). It also reflects the notion that
ethical relationships are often sustained by
small gestures whose social value exceeds
their economic worth. Through these narrative
details, Moradi Kermani presents kindness as

a stabilizing force that reinforces interpersonal
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bonds and sustains collective life under
conditions of hardship.

Mutual respect and the avoidance of harm
represent another central dimension of the
moral structure of Moradi Kermani’s fiction.
Respect is shown not as a formal convention
but as recognition of human dignity across
differences of age, class, and social status. In
The Jar, a student’s joking accusation that the
school principal intends to keep egg yolks for
himself becomes an example of how
seemingly minor forms of disrespect can
destabilize trust within a communal setting
(16). The principal’s response draws attention
to the social origins of disrespect and to the
role of family and community in transmitting
behavioral norms. Respect, in this sense, is
socially learned, just as distrust and ridicule
may also be socially reproduced. Ethical
education therefore becomes inseparable
from everyday interaction (19). A
complementary representation appears in The
Water Cistern, where students greet their
teacher respectfully and the teacher responds
with kindness and humility, thereby presenting
respect as reciprocal rather than hierarchical
(20). This reciprocity transforms authority from
domination into relational recognition.
Conversely, Moradi Kermani also depicts
situations in which the absence of empathy
leads to psychological cruelty. In You Are No
Stranger, children repeatedly torment a blind
woman named Leila until her distress
culminates in physical collapse (13). The

episode functions as a powerful example of

ethical failure, illustrating how group behavior
can normalize cruelty and intensify the
vulnerability of marginalized individuals. From
the perspective of social ethics, refraining from
harm is therefore as significant as performing
positive acts. The scene reveals that collective
misconduct can generate a form of negative
solidarity in which group cohesion is built
around the suffering of another. Against this
background, Moradi Kermani’'s ethical vision
emphasizes the need for emotional
awareness, restraint, respect, and sensitivity
toward those whose social or physical
vulnerability places them at greater risk of
exclusion and humiliation (11, 18).

Altruism and assistance to others form the
most explicity communal dimension of this
ethical system. In The Jar, the effort of Khavar,
the mother of a student, to collect donations
from villagers in order to purchase a
replacement water jar for the school provides
a powerful representation of collective
responsibility (16). Her action is ethically
significant precisely because it emerges in a
context of widespread scarcity. The villagers
are not affluent benefactors; many of them
struggle to meet their own basic needs.
Nevertheless, they contribute according to
their limited means, demonstrating that the
moral value of giving depends less on the
quantity of the contribution than on the
willingness to share in a common burden. This
understanding of altruism is consistent with
ethical accounts that interpret helping behavior

as either repeated prosocial action or an
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internalized disposition toward concern for
others (21). Moradi Kermani gives this concept
a distinctly social form: altruism becomes a
practical mechanism through  which
communities compensate for the absence or
inadequacy of formal institutions. The school’s
need for water, the parents’ economic
limitations, and the collective effort to solve the
problem reveal a social world in which survival
and dignity depend upon mutual assistance.
Accordingly, the ethical order of these
narratives is neither individualistic nor purely
idealistic. It is grounded in shared vulnerability
and reciprocal obligation. Social ethics
functons as a form of communal
infrastructure, enabling individuals to endure
deprivation without surrendering solidarity.
Through this framework, Moradi Kermani
presents morality as a form of social resilience
in which honesty protects justice, kindness
sustains relationships, respect preserves
dignity, remorse enables correction, and
altruism transforms private concern into
collective action.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that
social ethics constitutes one of the most
coherent and significant dimensions of
Houshang Moradi Kermani’s fictional world.
His narratives reveal an ethical system that is
practical, relational, and deeply rooted in lived
social experience. Morality in these works
does not operate primarily through explicit
instruction or abstract philosophical discourse;
rather, it emerges from the everyday choices

of characters who must negotiate poverty,

embarrassment, inequality, vulnerability,
conflict, and dependence on others. The most
important ethical components identified in the
study include the preservation of dignity and
social reputation, remorse for improper
conduct, honesty, kindness, reciprocal
respect, avoidance of harm, and altruistic
assistance. Together, these values form a
socially oriented moral structure in which
individual conduct is continually evaluated
according to its effects on others and on the
cohesion of the community. Moradi Kermani’s
achievement lies in transforming ordinary acts
into ethically meaningful events: sharing food,
repairing a book, refusing to accuse someone
without evidence, offering a modest (gift,
showing respect, regretting a hurtful act, or
contributing a small amount to a communal
need all become expressions of a larger moral
order. His fictional world therefore suggests
that ethical life is sustained not by grand
declarations but by repeated acts of
recognition, care, restraint, and responsibility.
In this sense, his works present a human-
centered and socially grounded ethics in which
literature serves not merely as representation,
but as a means of cultivating empathy,

solidarity, and respect for human dignity.
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