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Abstract

The image of Imam Ali (PBUH) in contemporary Arabic poetry differs from his representation in Persian poetry in a manner
that transcends linguistic boundaries and extends to the very mode of poetic conceptualization. This study seeks to elucidate
this distinction through a comparative analysis of the Alid odes of Muhammad Husayn Al Yasin and Mohammad-Hossein
Shahriar’s poem “Monajat” (“Supplication”). The study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach, and its
corpus is drawn from primary sources: the two poems “Ali” and “Ali Aydan” (“Ali Again”) from the collection Al-‘Ahd al-
Thalith (The Third Covenant), the poem “Fi Dhikra Ali” (“In Memory of Ali””) from the second volume of Diwan Al Yasin,
and fifteen couplets from Shahriar’s “Monajat” in Kolliyat-e Shahriar (The Complete Works of Shahriar). The findings
demonstrate that Shahriar constructs the image of Imam Ali within the devotional mode of supplication, regarding the Imam
as an intermediary between the servant and God and drawing his imagery from such semantic fields as the sky, birds, shadow,
and clouds. Al Yasin, by contrast, constructs the image within the modes of elegy and historical commemoration,
representing the Imam as a root extending through lineage and history, while deriving his poetic lexicon primarily from the
semantic fields of water, vegetation, and genealogy. The analysis further reveals that the Persian poet symbolically elevates
himself toward the presence of the praised figure and concludes the poem by invoking his own name, whereas the Arab poet
brings the sacred presence into his own household, where the image of Imam Ali becomes intertwined with that of his
namesake descendant.

Keywords: comparative literature, comparative analysis, Muhammad Husayn Al Yasin, Mohammad-Hossein Shahriar,
Imam Ali (PBUH), religious poetry, supplication, chronogram, poetic image.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The representation of Imam Ali (PBUH)

occupies a distinctive position in both Arabic
and Persian poetic traditions, yet the modes
through which this figure is poetically
constructed differ according to the linguistic,
rhetorical, and cultural conventions of each
literary system. This study offers a
comparative analysis of the image of Imam Ali
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in selected poems by Muhammad Husayn Al
Yasin and Mohammad-Hossein Shabhriar,
focusing on the ways in which a shared
religious reference is reshaped by two different
poetic traditions. The corpus consists of Al
Yasin’s poems “Ali” and “Ali Aydan” from Al-
‘Ahd al-Thalith, together with “Fi Dhikra Ali”

from the second volume of Diwan Al Yasin,
and Shahriar’s fifteen-couplet poem “Monajat”
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from Kolliyat-e Shahriyar (9-11). The study
employs a  descriptive-analytical and
comparative method informed by a non-
genealogical approach to comparative
literature, according to which two texts may be
compared on the basis of a shared theme
without requiring proof of direct influence. This
methodological  position is  especially
appropriate here because there is no evidence
that either poet read or directly responded to
the other. The comparison therefore concerns
modes of representation, rhetorical position,
imagery, argumentative logic, and poetic self-
positioning rather than influence or reception.
Such a framework makes it possible to
distinguish the effect of shared doctrinal
heritage from the effect of poetic tradition,
revealing how the same sacred figure can
generate markedly different literary structures,
vocabularies, and modes of address within
Arabic and Persian poetry (8, 14).

The first major difference concerns the
rhetorical position from which each poet
speaks. Shahriar explicitly identifies his poem
as “Monajat,” thereby placing the entire text
within the devotional mode of supplication.
The poet speaks as a petitioner who turns
toward Imam Ali as an intermediary through
whom divine mercy, recognition, and spiritual
assistance become accessible. The opening
image, “Ali, O Homa of Mercy,” immediately
places the Imam within a vertical symbolic
structure: the sacred figure occupies a higher
position, while the poet and humanity remain

below, beneath the shadow of mercy. This

spatial orientation continues in images of
cloud, rain, divine sign, light, and intercession.
The poem’s language is therefore shaped by
petition, intimacy, spiritual need, and ascent.
In contrast, Al Yasin’s poems operate primarily
within the rhetorical modes of elegy,
commemoration, doctrinal affirmation, and
poetic chronogram. In “Fi Dhikra Ali,” the poet
does not present himself as a supplicant
seeking aid but as a speaker who recounts,
interprets, and confirms the historical and
spiritual virtues of Imam Ali. In “Ali” and “Ali
Aydan,” the act of poetic commemoration is
further intensified through chronogrammatic
closure, whereby the poem participates in the
preservation of an event in collective memory
(15). This difference in rhetorical position
shapes the architecture of the poems
themselves: Shahriar's ghazal-like structure
permits emotionally autonomous couplets
unified by refrain and devotional mood,
whereas Al Yasin’s vertically structured Arabic
gasidas advance through a sequence of
propositions, virtues, and historical references
that generate cumulative argumentative
coherence (2, 8).

A second major distinction lies in the semantic
fields from which the two poets construct their
imagery. Shahriar's dominant imagery is
vertical, celestial, and descending: the Homa
bird, shadow, cloud, rain, divine sign, night,
breeze, dust, and healing all participate in a
symbolic system in which grace descends
from above toward the supplicant below. Even

when the poet invokes poverty and kingship,
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the relation remains hierarchical: the poor
petitioner stands at the door of a sovereign
giver who can bestow not merely relief but the
“ring of kingship.” The visual logic of the poem
thus depends upon height, distance, mercy,
and approach. Al Yasin’s imagery, by contrast,
is largely horizontal, genealogical, and
organic. His recurrent images include river,
spring, branch, tree, fertile growth, lineage,
succession, and flowing water. Imam Al
appears not primarily as a transcendent figure
who casts mercy downward, but as a source
from which lineage, authority, history, and
spiritual continuity extend outward. In one
poem, the figure of the Imam is associated with
a full river and the branching structure of
nobility; in another, the image of “Ghadir”
simultaneously evokes water, religious
memory, and historical legitimacy. These
images are not decorative additions but
structural elements that organize the poet’'s
conception of imamate as continuity,
rootedness, and transmission. The contrast
between Shahriar’s descending cloud and Al
Yasin’s flowing river is therefore especially
revealing: both poets employ the semantic
field of water, yet one imagines mercy as
descending from a higher realm while the
other imagines sacred continuity as flowing
through history and lineage (3, 14).

The same divergence appears in the poets’
use of religious heritage and argumentative
strategies. Shahriar relies upon highly
condensed allusions that transform inherited

religious narratives into existential and

devotional proof. His references to Imam Ali’s
treatment of his killer, to Imam Husayn and
Karbala, and to the formula “la fata” do not
function primarily as historical reports; rather,
they become evidence of a spiritual
uniqueness that exceeds ordinary human
categories. The poem repeatedly employs
exceptional structures such as “who but Ali,”
thereby creating an argument through
exclusion: the Imam’s virtues are established
by demonstrating that no equivalent can be
imagined. This logic culminates in the poet’s
declaration that he cannot simply call Ali
divine, yet also cannot reduce him to ordinary
humanity; the rhetoric of bewilderment itself
becomes a form of praise. Al Yasin’s mode of
persuasion is different. He frequently argues
through historical exempla: precedence in
Islam, asceticism, justice, conduct toward Aqil,
loyalty, succession, and the continuity of
revelation and guardianship. In  such
passages, virtue is not presented as ineffable
mystery but as historically demonstrated
gualification. This approach is consistent with
the doctrinal and argumentative features
identified in studies of Al Yasin’s poetry, where
religious discourse is often organized through
proof, affirmation, and ideological coherence
(4, 6, 7). Thus, although both poets rely on
inherited Shi‘i memory, Shahriar transforms
that memory into devotional astonishment and
intimacy, while Al Yasin transforms it into
historical, ethical, and doctrinal confirmation.

A further difference concerns the place of the

poetic self and the relationship between
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sacred history and private experience.
Shahriar’s self is continuously present. He
explicitly speaks in the first person, declares
that he came to know God through Ali,
expresses bewilderment, asks for mercy, and
finally inserts his poetic name into the closing
couplet in accordance with the Persian ghazal
tradition. The poem therefore moves toward
an intimate culmination in which personal
sorrow, devotional speech, and poetic identity
converge. The poet symbolically ascends
toward the sacred presence and concludes the
poem within that intimate space. Al Yasin,
however, frequently moves in the opposite
direction: rather than raising the poetic self
toward a transcendent beloved, he brings
sacred reference into the domestic and
genealogical world. This is especially visible in
“Ali Aydan,” where the address to the poet’s
grandson becomes interwoven with the name
and symbolic authority of Imam Ali. Familial
tenderness, kissing, childhood, inheritance,
allegiance, and sacred nomenclature occupy
the same poetic space. The convergence is
strengthened by the use of poetic
chronograms, an art in which the numerical
values of letters encode a date and thereby
transform verse into a vehicle of memorial
registration (15). The two chronograms in the
poems from Al-'Ahd al-Thalith demonstrate
how sacred vocabulary, personal memory,
and historical inscription can coexist in a single
poetic utterance. This strategy confirms that Al
Yasin conceptualizes sacred continuity

through descent, inheritance, and temporal

extension, whereas Shahriar's poem is
fundamentally  structured by ascent,
supplication, and the desire for spiritual
proximity (9, 12).

The comparison also reveals that the formal
and rhythmic organization of the poems is
inseparable from their conceptual orientation.
Shahriar’'s poem employs the classical Persian
ghazal framework, with a recurring refrain that
produces a cyclical rhythm particularly suited
to supplication, repetition, and remembrance.
The recurring cadence gives the poem an
incantatory quality and reinforces its emotional
unity. The listener encounters the poem less
as a linear sequence of historical propositions
than as a recurring devotional movement in
which each couplet returns to the same
spiritual center. Al Yasin’s poems, by contrast,
conform to the traditions of the Arabic vertical
gasida, where progression, sequencing, and
accumulation play a larger role. In this
structure, the poem moves from statement to
statement, from virtue to virtue, and from
historical memory toward closure. The
chronogrammatic ending in two of the poems
intensifies this linearity because the poem
reaches a final point that fixes meaning within
a date. Studies of Al Yasin’s poetic language
and sound structure have likewise
emphasized the role of phonological
organization, ellipsis, and rhetorical
construction in producing semantic cohesion
(1, 2). The contrast between cyclical and linear
rhythm thus parallels the contrast between
orientation.

devotional and historical
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Shahriar’'s poem repeatedly returns to the act
of supplication, while Al Yasin’s poems
advance toward testimony, commemoration,
and inscription. The formal distinction is
therefore not merely technical; it determines
how sacred meaning is experienced, whether
as an ever-renewed act of intimacy or as a
structured movement through memory, proof,
lineage, and historical continuity.

In conclusion, the comparative reading
demonstrates that a shared doctrinal
reference does not produce a uniform poetic
image. Shahriar and Al Yasin both construct
Imam Ali as a figure of extraordinary spiritual,
ethical, and historical significance, yet they do
so through fundamentally different poetic
geometries. Shahriar's representation is
predominantly vertical: the poet stands below,
the sacred figure mediates above him, and
mercy, grace, healing, and recognition
descend toward the supplicant. Al Yasin’s
representation is predominantly horizontal and
genealogical: the Imam appears as origin,
branch, river, lineage, and historical center
from which virtue extends through generations
and collective memory. Their argumentative
strategies likewise differ, with Shahriar moving
from exceptional acts toward bewilderment
and devotional intimacy, while Al Yasin
proceeds through historical exempla, ethical
qualification, succession, and
commemoration. The place of the poetic self
also changes accordingly: Shahriar raises
himself toward the sacred presence and

closes the poem with his own poetic name,

whereas Al Yasin brings sacred symbolism
into the familial sphere and merges religious
memory with the figure of a namesake
descendant. The comparison therefore shows
that poetic tradition actively reshapes inherited
religious meaning. Persian mystical-ghazal
conventions encourage intimacy, ascent,
supplication, and symbolic interiority, while the
Arabic gasida tradition encourages sequence,

collective  memory, lineage, historical

testimony, and rhetorical affirmation. The
difference between the two poets should
therefore be understood not as a doctrinal
disagreement but as a difference in poetic
mediation: one sacred figure is refracted
through two literary systems, each producing
its own structure of image, address, rhythm,

temporality, and spiritual meaning.
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