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Abstract

The morphology of literary works is an analytical approach that seeks to provide a general model for the analysis of literary
texts. Morphology, in this context, refers to the study of the form and structure of a literary work and the manner in which
these elements influence its content. In the field of narrative morphology, numerous scholars have attempted to develop
analytical models. Claude Bremond, a French structuralist linguist and narratologist, is among the prominent scholars who
made significant contributions to this field. The present study aims to examine the novel Da on the basis of Claude
Bremond’s theory in order to demonstrate how the author, by arranging different narrative sequences through enchainment,
embedding, and linking, creates a coherent plot and narrative structure. The analysis indicated that the narrative structure of
Da consists of various interconnected narrative sequences and successions.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Literary works are often shaped by the

historical, social, and cultural circumstances in
which their authors or narrators live, and
narrative literature in particular can function as
a significant medium for representing
collective experiences, historical crises, and
social memory. In contemporary Iranian
literature, the Iran—lrag War and the period
commonly referred to as the Sacred Defense
have generated a substantial body of literary
and documentary works, including novels,
memoirs, poems, films, and testimonial
narratives. Among these works, Da occupies a
distinctive position because it presents the
experiences of war through the perspective of
a young woman who directly witnessed the
outbreak of conflict, the defense of
Khorramshahr, the death of family members,
displacement, injury, and the broader social
transformations caused by war. The narrative
is therefore not limited to the representation of
military confrontation; rather, it depicts war as
a lived experience in which personal, familial,
social, and historical dimensions continuously
intersect. The importance of Da also derives

from its detailed descriptions of everyday life

5 blaaise o 4 S ba U s Cel O oS
o Okals i b Ly gl ah y Oley b 55 s, g
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VY W
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S gl Ola 51355 Ol e 51 5ok A5l ol 5 o
under wartime conditions, its representation of
women’s participation in relief, burial, medical
assistance, and resistance activities, and its
depiction of the gradual transformation of the
narrator from an ordinary young woman into
an active participant in historical events. From
the perspective of narrative studies, such a
work can be examined not only for its historical
content but also for the structural organization
through which events are selected, arranged,
linked, and transformed into a coherent
narrative. Structuralist approaches to literature
emphasize that meaning is produced not
merely by isolated events or characters but
also by the relations among narrative units,
sequences, functions, and patterns (2, 6).
Narrative, as Barthes argues, is a pervasive
human phenomenon that appears across
myths, legends, stories, epics, histories,
tragedies, and other forms of cultural
expression, and different human communities
construct and understand experience through
narrative forms (1). Accordingly, the analysis of
Da through a structuralist narratological
framework makes it possible to investigate the

internal organization of its events and to
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determine how the succession of actions
produces continuity, development, and
coherence within the overall narrative.

Within structuralist narratology, the study of
narrative morphology seeks to identify
recurrent structural principles underlying the
organization of stories. Morphological analysis
does not primarily concern the thematic value
of a text, but rather the form, organization, and
functional relations among the components
that constitute the narrative. The foundations
of this approach can be traced to formalist and
structuralist theories that attempted to move
literary analysis beyond impressionistic
interpretation and toward more systematic
models of textual organization (3, 7). Propp’s
influential analysis of folktales proposed that
narratives can be decomposed into recurring
functions and that these functions can be
examined according to their position and
relation within the story (5). Subsequent
structuralist theorists expanded this principle
by examining not only functions but also the
combinations, transformations, and possible
developments of narrative actions. Todorov
similarly contributed to the systematic analysis
of narrative by emphasizing structural
categories and the movement of stories
between different states and transformations
(4)- Claude Bremond’s theory emerged within
this intellectual context but modified earlier
morphological models by treating the
sequence, rather than the isolated function, as
the fundamental unit of narrative organization.

In Bremond’s model, a narrative sequence

develops through three basic stages: a
possibility or virtual state, a process of
actualization or non-actualization, and a
resulting state or consequence. This structure
allows a narrative to represent alternative
possibilities, because the potential action may
or may not be realized, and the realized action
may lead either to success or to failure. Such
a model is particularly appropriate for
analyzing Da, because the memoir is
organized around repeated situations in which
the protagonist or other characters face
alternatives, make choices, encounter
obstacles, and experience consequences.
Moreover, Bremond’s model enables the
analyst to distinguish different types of
relations among sequences, including chained
sequences, embedded sequences, and linked
or correlative sequences. This theoretical
flexibility makes it possible to examine not only
the internal development of individual
episodes but also the structural relations
connecting separate narrative units into a
larger and more coherent whole (1, 8).

The present study adopted a descriptive-
analytical method and applied Bremond’s
schema-based narrative model to the narrative
structure of Da. The data were collected
through library-based and documentary study,
with the text of the memoir serving as the
primary material for analysis. The analytical
procedure focused on identifying major
narrative episodes and reconstructing them in
the form of sequential structures consisting of

possibility, process, and consequence. Fifteen
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principal sequences were identified in the
narrative. Each sequence was examined
according to the initial equilibrium or potential
situation, the occurrence of a transformation or
action, and the final outcome in terms of
success, failure, continuation, or change. The
first sequences concern the political activities
of Seyyedeh Zahra Hosseini’s father in Iraq,
his arrest by Iraqgi intelligence, and the
subsequent return of the family to Iran. Later
sequences address the Iranian Revolution, the
unrest caused by separatist groups in
Khuzestan, the establishment of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, Ali’'s membership
in the organization, the outbreak of the Iran—
Irag War, the martyrdom of the narrator's
father and brother, and the narrator's own
participation in relief and resistance activities.
Further sequences concern her injury,
departure from Khorramshahr, unsuccessful
attempts at medical treatment in Tehran,
relocation of the family, marriage, and
childbirth. The analysis also examined the
structural relation among these sequences
and classified them as chained, embedded, or
linked sequences. In addition, character roles
were examined in terms of active and passive
participation in narrative events. This
distinction made it possible to determine which
characters functioned as agents of action and
which functioned as recipients or objects of
action. Such an analytical procedure reflects
the broader structuralist concern with the
relations among narrative functions rather than

with isolated episodes and allows the

organization of a long autobiographical
narrative to be represented through a relatively
systematic structural framework (4, 5).

The findings showed that the narrative of Da is
composed of multiple interconnected
sequences whose organization corresponds
closely to Bremond’s three-stage model. In the
first sequence, the narrator’s father leaves his
previous occupation, becomes politically
active, continues his political activities, and is
eventually arrested by Iraqgi intelligence,
producing a movement from initial possibility to
process and finally to failure. The second
sequence begins with the consequences of
this arrest and develops through the mother’s
decision to return to Iran, ending in the
successful departure of the family from Iraq.
Other sequences follow the same structural
logic. The narrator's brother Ali seeks
membership in the Revolutionary Guard,
undergoes the process necessary for joining,
and eventually succeeds. The outbreak of war
similarly creates a new state of disequilibrium
that transforms the narrator’s life and produces
subsequent episodes of resistance,
bereavement, injury, displacement, and
reconstruction. Some sequences end in
success, while others terminate in failure or
partial failure. For example, the narrator’s
attempts to obtain effective medical treatment
for her injuries in Tehran do not achieve the
intended result, whereas her eventual
marriage constitutes the successful
completion of another sequence. This
achievement and

alternation  between
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frustration gives the narrative structural
dynamism and corresponds to the principle
that a narrative develops through the
actualization ~ or  non-actualization  of

possibilities. The analysis  therefore
demonstrated that Da does not consist of a
simple  chronological accumulation  of
memories; instead, the memories are
organized into functionally related units that
repeatedly move from an initial condition
toward transformation and consequence. This
organization also confirms the importance of
sequencing in narrative construction and
shows how autobiographical testimony can
acquire formal coherence through patterned
relations among actions and outcomes (1, 3,
7)-

The analysis of the relations among
sequences further indicated the presence of
several major types of narrative combination.
Chained sequences occur when the
consequence of one sequence directly
produces the initial condition of the next. A
clear example appears in the relation between
the father’s political activities, his arrest, his
request that the family return to Iran, and the
mother's subsequent decision to obtain
permission to leave Iraq. The arrest is
therefore not an isolated episode but the
structural cause of the following sequence. A
similar chained relation appears between
revolutionary developments, political unrest,
and the confrontation with separatist groups.
Embedded sequences occur when one

narrative sequence develops within or in

relation to a broader sequence, as in the
connection between the establishment of the
Revolutionary Guard and the subsequent
outbreak of war, where the institutional and
personal preparations for defense become
structurally relevant to later wartime events.
Linked or correlative sequences appear when
success for one actor corresponds to failure
for another. In the conflict between Iranian
forces and separatist groups, for instance, the
restoration of control by one side is
simultaneously represented as defeat for the
opposing side. Character analysis likewise
showed that the roles of agent and patient are
not fixed but change according to the
sequence. The narrator’s father functions as a
passive recipient of action when he is arrested,
whereas lIraqgi intelligence functions as the
agent. The narrator’'s mother becomes the
agent when she takes the children back to
Iran. Iranian revolutionary forces function as
agents in suppressing unrest, while opposing
groups occupy the passive role. The narrator
herself alternates between active and passive
positions: she is an active agent when she
travels for treatment, participates in relief
activities, remains in Khorramshahr, or makes
decisions concerning marriage and family, but
she becomes the recipient of action when she
is injured by wartime violence. This flexibility in
character function supports structuralist
approaches that define narrative roles in
relation to actions rather than in terms of stable

psychological categories (4-6).
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The study concludes that Bremond’s narrative
model provides an effective framework for
analyzing the structural organization of Da and
for demonstrating how a long autobiographical
war narrative can be decomposed into
interconnected sequences without losing its
overall coherence. The memoir is organized
through repeated movements from possibility
to process and from process to consequence,
and these movements are realized through
both successful and unsuccessful outcomes.
The presence of chained, embedded, and
linked sequences shows that the episodes of
the work are not merely juxtaposed
chronologically but are structurally related in
ways that allow one event to prepare,
generate, or transform another. The analysis
also indicates that character roles shift
according to the logic of each sequence, so
that the same character may function as an
agent in one episode and as a recipient of
action in another. This structural flexibility
contributes to the dynamism of the narrative
and clarifies the mechanisms through which
individual experiences are integrated into the
broader representation of war, revolution,
family, resistance, displacement, and survival.
The systematic arrangement of the sequences
suggests that the narrative possesses a
coherent internal design despite the apparent
diversity of events and memories. In particular,
the repeated emphasis on choice is central to
the development of the narrator’s role: she
repeatedly encounters situations in which

withdrawal, resistance, departure, endurance,

or continued participation are possible, and the
choices she makes generate new narrative
developments. Her decision to remain in
wartime Khorramshahr rather than leave
immediately, her continued involvement in
relief work, her response to the deaths of
family members, and her subsequent efforts to
reconstruct her life all contribute to the
progression of the story. Accordingly, the
application of Bremond’s model reveals that
the narrative strength of Da derives not only
from the historical importance or emotional
intensity of its subject matter but also from the
orderly arrangement of actions, alternatives,
transformations, and consequences that

together produce a unified narrative structure.
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