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Abstract

Salman Savaji’s ghazals represent a prominent synthesis of the classical literary tradition and linguistic and semantic
innovations and, through their rhythmic structures, creative rhetorical devices, and multilayered themes, have attained a
distinguished position in the history of Persian literature. Adopting a stylistic approach, the present study analyzes the
characteristics of his ghazals at three levels: linguistic, literary, and intellectual. At the linguistic level, Salman employs
frequently used meters, including ramal, hazaj, muzari‘, and mujtathth, and establishes a balance between meter and theme,
thereby creating pleasing external musicality. The repetition of rhymed refrains, alliteration, paronomasia, and precise
anaphoric structures reinforces the internal musicality, while creative syntactic structures involving the rearrangement of
sentence constituents and deliberate ellipsis move the language beyond standard syntactic conventions. Verbal refrains,
present-tense verbs, and polysemous sentences further enhance the sense of dynamism and semantic depth. At the literary
level, simile, metaphor, allusion, metonymy, and associative amphibology create a multilayered and imaginative poetic
space. Innovative imagery derived from astronomical motifs, naturalism, artistic hyperbole, and personification, together
with mystical, religious, and historical references, enriches both the visual and semantic dimensions of the poetry. Contrasts,
antitheses, and the rhythmic arrangement of words also generate a dramatic and compelling tone. At the intellectual level,
the centrality of love in both its earthly and mystical dimensions, accompanied by an ontological perspective on concepts
such as union and separation, mortality, and hope, reflects the depth of Salman’s thought. The beloved is simultaneously
portrayed as a manifestation of divine beauty and as a human beloved. The prominent presence of the poetic “I,” the
articulation of lived experiences, the diversity of tones ranging from lyrical to galandari and protest-oriented modes, and the
integration of realism with spirituality constitute the distinctive intellectual features of his poetry. The findings indicate that
Salman Savaji, through an artistic synthesis of linguistic, literary, and intellectual elements, created a coherent style that,
while remaining faithful to the conventions of the classical ghazal, demonstrates significant structural and conceptual
innovations and can serve as a reliable model for stylistic studies.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Salman Savaji is one of the most prominent

Persian poets of the fourteenth century and
occupies a distinguished position in the
development of the lIraqgi style, particularly
because of the combination of classical poetic
conventions with linguistic, rhetorical, and
conceptual innovation. Although he has
traditionally been celebrated for his mastery of
the gasida, his ghazals reveal a remarkable
degree of stylistic complexity and deserve
independent scholarly attention. The stylistic
analysis of poetry is particularly significant
because poetic language differs from ordinary
discourse not merely in vocabulary but also in
the ways linguistic, phonological, syntactic,
rhetorical, and semantic resources are

selected and combined. Style may therefore
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be understood as a system of choices through
which the poet establishes an individualized
mode of expression and transforms the
ordinary possibilities of language into an
aesthetically marked discourse (5, 6). Layered
stylistics provides an especially suitable
framework for this purpose because it
examines literary texts through interconnected
linguistic, rhetorical, and ideological
dimensions and makes it possible to identify
both recurrent formal patterns and the
intellectual orientation underlying them (10).
Previous studies of Salman Savaji have
addressed particular aspects of his poetry,
including syntactic and lexical layers, imagery,
metaphor, simile, ambiguity, thematic
structures, and the relationship between love

and mysticism (10, 15-17). Nevertheless, a
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comprehensive analysis integrating the
linguistic, literary, and intellectual levels of his
ghazals remains necessary. Accordingly, the
present study aims to identify the principal
stylistic components of Salman Savaji’s
ghazals and to explain how phonological
organization, lexical selection, syntactic
structure, rhetorical devices, imagery, themes,
and worldview interact to form a coherent
individual style within the broader conventions
of classical Persian ghazal.

This study is qualitative in nature and employs
a descriptive-analytical method within the
framework of literary stylistics and textual
analysis. The research corpus consists of
selected ghazals from Salman Savaji’s
collected works, chosen purposively because
of their representativeness, recurrence in
critical discussions, and capacity to illustrate
the poet’s most significant linguistic, literary,
and intellectual tendencies. The analytical
procedure is organized around three principal
levels: linguistic, literary, and intellectual. At
the linguistic level, the study examines lexical
choice, syntactic organization, and poetic
music. Lexical analysis focuses on the
frequency and functional value of sensory,
abstract, elevated, marked, Persian, and
Arabic vocabulary, as well as patterns of
repetition, synonymy, contrast, and semantic
association. Syntactic analysis considers
departures from standard word order, ellipsis,
foregrounding, the use of finite and non-finite
verbs, verbal refrains, tense patterns, and the

construction of extended or multi-clausal

sentences. Such features are particularly
relevant because syntactic deviation and
foregrounding are central mechanisms
through which poetic language differentiates
itself from ordinary usage (11, 18). The musical
dimension includes meter, rhyme, refrain,
alliteration, paronomasia, parallelism,
repetition, and the distribution of phonetic
patterns, all of which contribute to both formal
cohesion and emotional intensity (12, 19). At
the literary level, the analysis concentrates on
simile, metaphor, metonymy, irony, ambiguity,
personification, antithesis, allusion,
exaggeration, and innovative compounds, with
particular attention to the relation between
figurative language and the creation of
multilayered meanings (13, 20). At the
intellectual level, the study investigates
dominant themes, the poet’s conceptualization
of love, separation, union, mortality, hope,
asceticism, mystical experience, rebellion, and
the poetic self. The integration of these three
levels makes it possible to explain not only
what stylistic devices occur, but also how they
cooperate in constructing Salman’s distinctive
poetic discourse.

The findings indicate that Salman Savaji's
linguistic style is characterized by a highly
controlled interaction between rhythm, diction,
syntax, and semantic emphasis. In external
music, the poet shows a marked preference
for frequently used meters of the Iraqi style,
particularly ramal, hazaj, muzari’, and
mujtathth, whose fluid rhythmic structures are

highly compatible with lyrical and emotional
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themes. Rather than using meter as a merely
formal constraint, Salman establishes a close
correspondence between metrical movement
and thematic atmosphere, thereby enhancing
emotional resonance. A substantial proportion

of his ghazals employ radif, and verbal refrains

are especially prominent, contributing
simultaneously to  rhythmic  continuity,
temporal movement, and semantic

reinforcement. The frequent use of rhyme
patterns with close phonetic correspondence
further intensifies the auditory coherence of
the poems. Internal music is likewise highly
developed through alliteration, repetition,
paronomasia, parallel structures, and
balanced arrangements, confirming the
importance of phonetic organization in the
formation of Salman’s poetic style (12, 21). At
the lexical level, his poetry demonstrates a
strong tendency toward emotionally charged,
sensory, elevated, and occasionally courtly
vocabulary. Such diction is particularly evident
in descriptions of the beloved, natural
phenomena, mystical experience, and
ceremonial settings, and it contributes to the
visual and affective richness of the ghazals.
Previous layered analyses have similarly
shown the prominence of marked and sensory
vocabulary in Salman’s poetic language (10).
At the syntactic level, one of the most
important stylistic features is deviation from
standard Persian word order through fronting,
postponement, deliberate ellipsis, and
syntactic foregrounding. Salman frequently

omits predictable constituents, rearranges

sentence elements, and constructs long
sequences of coordinated or subordinated
clauses, thereby creating semantic
suspension and interpretive complexity. The
high frequency of dynamic and durative verbs,
especially present-tense forms and verbal
refrains, gives his ghazals a sense of
movement, immediacy, and emotional

continuity.  These linguistic  strategies
collectively produce a poetic discourse that is
musical, mobile, semantically dense, and
clearly differentiated from ordinary language
(22, 23).

At the literary and rhetorical level, Salman
Savaji’'s ghazals display a dense network of
figurative and ornamental devices that function

not simply as decorative elements but as

instruments of  semantic expansion.
Paronomasia, rhyme-like repetition,
alliteration, parallelism, and verbal

correspondence strengthen both the acoustic
texture and the internal semantic organization
of the verse. Among semantic figures,
ambiguity, especially iham-e tanasob or
associative ambiguity, is one of the most
prominent features of Salman’s poetic rhetoric.
Through this device, a single lexical item
simultaneously activates several semantic
fields, allowing the poem to sustain multiple
interpretive possibilities and encouraging
active participation by the reader (16, 24).
Simile and metaphor are equally significant.
Salman frequently constructs complex and
imaginative correspondences by combining

conventional poetic motifs with unexpected
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semantic associations. His similes often move
beyond simple resemblance and become
structurally integrated with allusion, while his
metaphors frequently involve personification
and the animation of abstract concepts,
creating a dynamic poetic world in which love,
separation, fate, grief, and desire acquire
human qualites and actions (15, 25).
Metonymy, irony, and indirect expression are
especially important in passages dealing with
mystical, ethical, social, or critical meanings,
enabling the poet to communicate layered
ideas without abandoning lyrical elegance.
The imagery of the ghazals is notably diverse
and includes natural, astronomical, sensory,
miniature-like, and hyperbolic images. The
sun, moon, heavens, fire, mirror, shadow, hair,
wine, and garden repeatedly function as
symbolic and visual nodes through which
emotional and metaphysical meanings are
developed. Salman also demonstrates
considerable skill in forming innovative
compounds and figurative genitive
constructions, thereby refreshing established
poetic vocabulary. Intertextual references to
religious, mystical, historical, and literary
traditions further enrich the semantic depth of
the ghazals and connect the immediate poetic
moment with the larger cultural memory of
Persian literature (26, 27). The cumulative
result is a highly visual, polysemous, and
rhetorically sophisticated style in which image
and meaning are inseparable.

The intellectual structure of Salman Savaji’s

ghazals is centered above all on love, but this

love is neither conceptually uniform nor
restricted to a single register. It ranges from
earthly and sensual attachment to mystical
and metaphysical longing, often allowing
human and divine love to coexist within the
same symbolic structure. This multiplicity is
one of the major features of his intellectual
style and corresponds with studies that have
emphasized the fusion of love and mysticism
in his poetry (17, 28). The beloved may appear
simultaneously as an inaccessible human
figure, a manifestation of transcendent beauty,
and a symbolic center around which the lover’s
existential experience is organized.
Consequently, union and separation, fidelity
and cruelty, hope and despair, presence and
absence acquire meanings that extend
beyond the conventions of courtly love.
Salman’s treatment of mortality, the instability
of worldly life, separation, annihilation, and the
transience of time also reveals a reflective and
at times philosophical dimension. These
themes transform the ghazal from a purely
emotional form into a site of existential
contemplation. Another significant feature is
the pronounced presence of the poetic “l.”
Salman frequently articulates personal
suffering, longing, frustration, spiritual
aspiration, and emotional conflict, giving his
poetry a degree of individuality that
distinguishes it from purely conventional
thematic repetition. His tone ranges from
lyrical tenderness to muystical seriousness,
galandari rebellion, ethical criticism, and

occasional protest against hypocrisy and

NV.N
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formal religiosity. This variety of tone reflects a
flexible worldview in which realism and
spirituality are not mutually exclusive but
interact continuously. From a stylistic
perspective, the significance of these ideas
lies in their close relationship with linguistic
and rhetorical form: syntactic suspension
reinforces emotional uncertainty, verbal
dynamism intensifies the sense of lived
experience, and ambiguity enables movement
between human and mystical interpretations.
In this respect, Salman’s style exemplifies the
principle that literary meaning emerges
through the interaction of form and content
rather than through either dimension in
isolation (3, 8). His individuality is therefore
manifested not primarily through the invention
of entirely new themes, but through the
reconfiguration of inherited themes by means
of personal imagery, expressive syntax,
musical  organization, and interpretive
complexity.

The analysis demonstrates that Salman
Savaji's ghazals possess a coherent and
distinctive stylistic structure formed through
the interaction of linguistic, literary, and
intellectual components. At the linguistic level,
his preference for fluid meters, extensive use
of refrain, phonetic repetition, dynamic verbal
forms, marked  vocabulary, syntactic
displacement, and deliberate ellipsis creates a
poetic language that is simultaneously
musical, flexible, and semantically
concentrated. At the literary level, the density

of metaphor, simile, ambiguity, personification,

allusion, antithesis, and innovative imagery
produces a multilayered rhetorical texture in
which sound, image, and meaning reinforce
one another. At the intellectual level, love
operates as the central organizing concept,
but its continuous movement between human,
existential

mystical, emotional, and

dimensions  gives  Salman’s  ghazals
considerable conceptual depth. The recurrent
presence of the poetic self, the articulation of
lived emotional experience, the coexistence of
spirituality and realism, and the variety of
lyrical, mystical, critical, and qalandari tones
further strengthen his individual poetic identity.
The study therefore indicates that Salman
Savaji should not be regarded merely as a late
representative of established Iraqgi-style
conventions. Rather, his poetry reveals a
deliberate and sophisticated reworking of
those  conventions through  structural,
rhetorical, and conceptual innovation. His
stylistic achievement lies precisely in the
balance between continuity and
transformation: he remains deeply rooted in
the formal and thematic traditions of classical
Persian ghazal while simultaneously creating
a recognizable personal voice through his
distinctive manipulation of rhythm, syntax,
imagery, and meaning. From this perspective,
his ghazals constitute a valuable corpus for
layered stylistic analysis and provide an
important model for understanding how
individual poetic style emerges from the
dynamic interaction between inherited literary

conventions and creative linguistic choice.
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