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An Analysis of the Mechanisms of Individual and Collective Identity Formation in Nizami
Ganjavi’s Khosrow and Shirin Based on Yuri Lotman’s Cultural Semiotics
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Abstract

Nizami Ganjavi’s Khosrow and Shirin, beyond its distinguished position in Persian lyrical literature, can be regarded as a
cultural and social text in which individual and collective identities are constructed through a network of signs, cultural
codes, oppositions, and social interactions. The present study aims to analyze the mechanisms of individual and collective
identity formation in this poem based on Yuri Lotman’s theory of cultural semiotics. The study employs a descriptive-
analytical method grounded in library research and textual analysis. Within this framework, concepts such as the
semiosphere, cultural boundaries, binary oppositions, culture as a secondary modeling system, and cultural memory
constitute the main analytical foundations. The findings indicate that the individual identities of the principal characters—
Khosrow, Shirin, and Farhad—are dynamic, relational, and subject to transformation. Khosrow’s identity is reconstructed
through the tension among political power, love, and moral responsibility; Shirin develops an autonomous and active identity
through wisdom, ethical resistance, independence, and her position at the boundary between two cultural spheres; and
Farhad, through labor, love, sacrifice, and opposition to official power, becomes a cultural symbol of selfless devotion. At
the collective level, the poem constructs a multilayered cultural identity through the representation of Iranian historical
memory, social stratification, ethical values, gender roles, and intercultural relations. Moreover, boundaries such as
Iran/Armenia, king/artist, love/power, male/female, and center/periphery function as major sites of meaning production and
identity redefinition. Overall, Khosrow and Shirin can be understood as a cultural text in which individual and collective
identities are continuously produced and reproduced through semiotic, social, and cultural interactions.

Keywords: Individual Identity; Collective Identity; Cultural Semiotics; Yuri Lotman; Khosrow and Shirin; Nizami Ganjavi;
Semiosphere.

o=

How to cite: Savari, A., Yousef Ghanbari, F., Abad, F., & Kheradmandpour, M. (2026). An Analysis of the Mechanisms of Individual and Collective Identity Formation in
Nizami Ganjavi’s Khosrow and Shirin Based on Yuri Lotman’s Cultural Semiotics. The Treasury of Persian Language and Literature, 4(3), 1-20.

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Submit Date: 26 April 2026

Revise Date: 06 September 2026
Accept Date: 14 September 2026
Publish Date: 23 September 2026



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

5 S p0ke Ly, (onls IS Gae sla S (e
o) o 3 el ol as e Ol 3 1y e, aladls
(ool Fu,l ol O3y Lam s sl Gl 5 b
sl w51l Tl ks o (50 5 SO
Jots (s Vb e b L e w5 Ly, Sl wlidle
SLSns s ol oKl Lot 5 50 S5 (3) Ls
3 SM G Ol s5lsl o old Dy 8 Gl
Wi 5 9,2 53 .(4) LS o0 .A.SL, Coley B s St
Ol S wlisle K,p K oKL hive bowwass
Ll 6 5Gme claltle T Gk 5l & Kl ool s,
Gl 5 aid (i (Do ol QIS (bl (Gl Al
S e Iy Le S b

Spp lidalis e 1 o gl 1 e shie Sy ol
S plas gy O (S b aliiailis sl e ol
R TSR S PR P 1y JY- P L WP SR PR
s ol s 5 LS o alllan (Sin b e pllss S 0503 1 o
WO 50, il Ole Lol 3 b 3l lns 5,580 45 5315, 0
Sopme Spde M plae glaye 5 Sa dbil-
Ll o IV bl 55le andllas sl 63 S 1y pwlbdailis
Ol toplss Laily; ams Line 8 A4S 0 AST &S ol s
o 3 58 Gt (5) el [Sia b 3L el ols
Al S e Ol DL o (Kb ubidailsd
S sla e s Laailis aS das e OLES 533,500 AST L
Jos Fes S plae 5 E5)0 lapll b bl s o)lsen
bt & Ol o |y (e 5 5 ) bl ol 5 (6) LS
G50 OF 53 a8 Cdls (Kb e SO S sl 20
g o atl LS Jolas Ol 3 Csh Sl (53 Aaze
w53 Ol L s i Sl e B

PPNV

Sl 55 s ples G Al e e oS 0580 (sl
Jasl 5 plisl g gl Kap glbalas b
St a5 el a2l rar slabias
3,8 o IS5 01 3 oS Glamalr b s 53 o3l e ] e
5 a5 WSk (s G sl ) e U5 Gy
s 33 0le Slwls @JU canal Ol gead il
o Ol e |y KIS ol BT el 1S e S Lk
Glaslrle (a3l ol 5l pla o oS Coils (S b abasl>
bk oo gt 30 5 03 51 el (ol sla S
3 5o 1y el 5 (933 G il sla o 5 500
5Ll e & Sl e 3 8 Ca s S e Lais
Oy b disy 53 &8 ol il opppe S il i
28 e IS il gla)lS sl 5 elel Ly, (Sa
2l b 5l a8 Wils e gladaly (50l ) oleaxl g pa S
b N g (olarl ol e 53 5 (5,503 5355 Ol
ol g a8 s o LS alss S s Som o 3 )50, (1)
il (olsy bl s b el bl e G S s 0L
22 33l o Sl g ppal K0 L b S
Sliv plald o el ool e G 5 Sasr andllee lis (e
g o R R
03 ez a5l 5 ey S daceasid LT G b 5l S
il e e Laailiss 1 glaios

P (e 9 9 ) da gaie ()b O e 6T Ole s
52l ol e s 15 el Sles L (5528
Vi g5 elenxl 5 (Kb o b o 5l s 5 ol
Slisle Jlls o anghie ol 3 sls 53 e ooy
sl Gl S (A8 o Colss (et 5 s s et o0l



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

G 5 GBI i O oS ks b S (g Sl ale b
S alas [y slime (5l ol 5t 53 53 g e 4L
&S

S80S Slassaze Sl anslie 53 mer Cups sl
i 5 e Ol S e sl a3y sl slasili
slaoel obys dazls 4 bl (Glule oo LSl
P 08 Jld e aen Ol (Fl oS s alisl,
S5 oS A o OLES Ol ) ol )l i o orar il
sl bl e o bl (S pdlad 5l Sy Ol ) i3S 4
53 (3) Sl g Sl il Jlsl 5 his gl el
Saa s g Ol Gla il boadibls pl dip nd s 5 e
Ly Vi asn a3 5 sgel e a0 3 eld s
ol S Ll 45 0kl 0l Ll 4 oS 4T
3 seer Sl pled Bl s ake cll ms g LB
(2 M (b OB e, Sl Gl serme S 5L
el ol 5 Sl

Copn S Sl 53 el il 285 s g
sy Ol 53 35 S &S das e Ol sl Ll
W 355538 o S 0L 2l 53 B il 5 elo!
O O Gl laaier (elarl Ll laloadse 4
sl a3 B ol (A1) wS e &1l
cobow 550 5 L3 i ol 53 5 | sl DS 50
Slacamdpe oSk S i w0 Gy Sl b o S
55 e sl g DIKET I 5l Cu g 5l slite 0 g 5 ciliies
(O LS 5 s 03 Baiae wolials plis o
23 503l 5 I8 e hled |y o pa Sl o s a5
Casn opl ol b o ugn 555 S 5 5 s (o d L oddadl
563 S plal ol Ole Jolid 4 el

RO IR

S eSO e U Sladie ol (S e O mes
S i Ol ey 1y sl anllas Oal ( Son b il 5 ulis
b Bo a3 e sl ol 53 S a al b L ok ol S
55 5 Cosline Wgn 55 KL (s ol e Uil )
Sl b sl sl il 5 (S s s0B e, Loy
e 2,1 53 Olad gl baday (7)) AS e Iy VS (6l (s
Sl lapls 5 el 51 Ly ol |, s b slels
Lae 2jde 5 Jites Soson Ol s gur S 55 by
23 05 9 e Sl b b e 55 o)l e Lae il o
andlls dls  pl (8) T e iy s (slapll Ol e
Sl boaass o li0l, b Shy e 5L cose
Bt gllis 5 byl (Koa b glalins w15 O 5 3500

&S e
oasshie Jol glacaasd o3 cosn Gl s
5 OB e, 5l slass s OLT (38 13 Jols 0l
Wlisly e 5 03058l pli 53 g et el Son 5 (sla L
sl s S Al il ()8 O 55 0550
Cosn opl o Il o se ol (S5 4 e 25,5 bl 55
O s e Rty iyl Ol el BT sac s
5 Ly 5l cusn S uS s GSH 1 s Sl
I e ol 5 il (b Cile o iE Ole
i e b 53 S 8 e (9) el el
Gl ] sl (Il 035 dlanly 4 KL 0 55 e
Al e pleze mas Ol cou 5 sl S
2ol ol sled glasbtle 5 ey Com o Ol IS
b Slae Sl s Gl plss sole s boand ok
(10) &S o ST [ Ken 3 lacdVs Odl> 4 0s Lo s
O 0 9 5 050 n 03 (25 e St 3l



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

S g ledie glapllss oy e 5l S 4l s ol
Sl (6 pas daailis LIT5L 5 oS 5 bl L &S el
0 (e 5 5 dashie gy cpl 5das e &1l Olg 5l
OF Gk 5l & 352 oo ladde el Olgsa Llg
5 aib (Sl ((Kb3 us b (ol Gl Ogr enalis
Aol o Ol S hes

Coatl o sa o 6l g pl D 450 Slad e pllad g sede
by Lo (SCn 3 glapllas sl )3 )l e 55 o g8 oS 30
Ly s ol ge Llyn oS il o 1y 395 Sl 53 .48 e
Olo g oy aseis s bl 5 Lasled da i1 5l glass
S Osde g pn S S O o sla i o s
L O 015 b 5l plime (slapllas 5 0L (o3l s
Cugh ol aeglaie 53 (12) ClS 5 Al ol s«
w3l dm a3y oS Sy pon i ) e
el paseia ol s Salpals Candse 5 s o
3 gl pemme Sk plenml S5 S L oKl
0 5SS 5 ol Olo b Gl (o b sl Soa 3 slawlis
oo slme ol 3 Wl b 51 g e 45 5,8 e i 1 el
Sy Gie S s (9) 558 0wl el Ol s
5338 oo axle 6,505 OB 5o, b il ol cpl 5 o0 5
S s SUS 5l Camdgn s 5 (sl S e Cuse
el (SO g Olas ) 4 B 5o alis 1 Sage 51 S
Glolzs glaanl 3 0T 3 &S Wil o plas 1), K s Ol
Slas nl 5l Ospm SI6LE a5 AiS e Iy Gl O
Sl oS 480k (8) s JolS (slims 55 4 535 LS
S 0503 0 be (b o Gl geelanc) 0500 Sl
bl O bl glalis g 5,8 o IS8 glalis
Of jols sl oLl Slapllas 5 La 5550 dadls (0l 3,

g rlad pl s e el 3ol SOASS L pslte ) sba

(SN wlisle gbaair o5l sdate gla fass 5525 L
.x;,?LEJ L},bu Wi 5 5 SOl el 5 ol
Bows aly e 5 83,5 Cusr LS USS slals sl
D3k s 1y 5 Glest bl Ll oo Olamen Ol 5 (g
Shasshie pl 5 Coss oS ol OF iass ool lel diess
$24 s Ol ladaly a5 0pd e atle ols e 4
Gta e i e e S Sinp ol 5
5635 asn S IS slayS sl s ol Jtags
ol eeplie eSS L (et 5 s sl 3 aer
G b sy el Olid son S ebalss
el (5B b ae e e anlllas by s owio o s
SOl sey b bli dals, dacpasd O 5 5 sp8
ol Sladsls Olgea upn sbali 5 b o S
Caph 8 o 0T ol Gy i e 4 8 s oo
5 Sl Gl e G b Sl ansliie 5o e 5 (653
ok Ghe Sle el S8 5 28 e S8 S
Jsoi 5 a5 a0 (Kn b glas o 5 Sl alabl caido oo

R Tl
Olad ) Sl e 52 Zugn Jdowi 555 5 B sl
S Sl lsl (53 ) Ol (K sl
S wals ool 5l 0 kS (glas sazme Ol 5 od |y Ko
Gooss 5 LU 5e; dawilss 3 asbobesle s 1 of Wb
3 e Dot |y ol DLl o S L Ol (g5led e
(S Sl glaells G b sl Sl (S e a e dland s o
23 Ol AS e s ) OF slamsl 5 (glog sl (us
Gib Ol G e S das e 0L e e sl
Shols 4 5551 o ks L a5 Sler 5 ol Sbobe sl
o 03 (7)) el aia il el 5 b el

553k b bl Ol sl Sl B o Slasl (a8



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

oy Olals olazrl 5 ool Slle 55 Ogal i 5 S 0
Wl 51 bl apased asly i ol g e opl 358 o0
Pyhst st S e s ek 5 WS o5

aaskie )3 (650 et Gladised (p Fdss 5l (S op e
Wl ool g Ol b Som 5 5 oWl i 5 51 5l .
ol 5,8 e 53 Ol Sl s el Laly, 4
o83 53 pd el 3pdome (San b o3 o L ol s
lr VL e b e s a S5 e b Caasd Ol )
52 GO ey pll G5l e b s els e A5 5 aer S
S 25d e e 3550 53 Sands o) (B) Sl LU
e S0 3l s Salg s e 5 1L K on
0353 Ok (plraslr en Gk Sl Cupa 558 J 2l
35S o S8 Il 5 e 5 S 5 a3l 0
Gt il Sl 5l s Ko 5 s sl LB o e
OLE e e Sltle ey 53 Ol ol e Lo
s LB Sl e asilele gl alsy 5 Kon b S das e
D TR CRRC TSN R Y=
5 st s BE ol (7)) 458 e eslisd O pel S e
Wl G Lade ML eate Dot (G
Ol 55 o i VOl 3,035 G E elie junf ol
S aer ol M (p S S s e 5 e/ Jie
b Ologes LB ol dase S5 1 bes Sl
sla b (Jle gl S o0 SKaS e Cuga a0l
sl Gl Sns 5 opd e i m gt b sl o w
23S o fater g g et WAl Comdse bl 5

S 53 4L s ply ol ai 03 ) il s ol
3 25 e T e 053 L el e slaely W5 )
5 Ol 3,8 )13 O e 5l 03l (sl 53 re oS L s

3 3, Lo Gl psie onl (8) 205 22y L (g S

G ir 005% 098 Lo Sl s b 5 1)
CS o O 5 Gie ald SI6LE g 5 s e el
5 SSU5 el s Slal Sas Ol Se 53 cped S
las 3 5o sla b 3,8 o )3 Bl ol 5 e (Dl
b go Lrs Ogol o 5 58 o ey B 5 Jn oo F 5 L Ol LS
ol LS5 (gadaze laasY 51 el s glate ys (glailis g
(slole alish LS el ol 5 S b e s ol
Lsw ool 5 Cussin ol OBslmls Glys lrls
($lsby oo sl ot el B oS ol wiliile &Y g3 2,0
S Y g S e sl Sl Sl (ol (2,
(Sl Osr eealie bl o 1y il Hls S a5 ol
ch@;; S o IS 555l e 5 (65 el (ilhs (e
pled Cewsg b g L g (Olal ls Ole oS ol Sk oY
Ql:,a;[)l.ljL;u&&«swlwq\hm.w&;bgl
3P et a3l i e e e JSE
0345 A3 o0 oD 8 (G et S oo a5l ) gt sla e
o5 5 sdaze lapllss fSeay wnd bae (S LS
O 5oy cnl 3555 Joe & Ll e 5 Sl (5l
blpatd Cuss 3500 o Shs oror (0) 353 LS

R N
Joee LS 50 15 )05 los s ol (G Ol Y 4 ks 5o
A sl W5 e 5 O St plla g ol
ella OL3 4 ol ol G ol s o OG5 e ol
LS S5 0 labe Gob pper Sl 5 g e S
50l e Lldled (gadate Slaj e iyl 5 5 ) 5 .(8)
G 835 s Wy et eSS e 5 il 3 Ol
30505 50 el JKET 5la 3 g 5 et alaly s dis a5 ol
S ol ppam kg g st e iSGLS s b S seaS s

)JAJ‘JASL;GL@“&M\U:JU)’M}Q{JJAJJQJJ})W



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

el ol el by 5 ke a2 Olejon sla b o
Lol 5l el e 6K b Bl 5 elenrl o e
Ll (Sl 2

o ot (6 SN SG IG5 alia cpl ol tags s
SOl g Sl e Ol e ansiie e s o a3 S S @
Sldsly Olpsn bowass i 0 a8 L s Ka
il (L gl O el il e e 2 (s
Ol Ulgisar plarl glagl 5 WS (ol S
a3 g et diile oo B 5 e o (Son b 06 e
sl sle Olgea 5,0/05 5 ol Gle Ol VOl
Sl bcaasd a5 LS e I3 arg sy i ples
Sda 3y o anlllae Zy pa o ele Ol e il sla
gy Sk e ol Ol pluld (e
Ly s oo gllis a0 3o b 51 oS ol ol p 05 S
S o e (Kb bl 4 L 0S8 S5 s g
Syt Gt )3 (535 o gr (55 IS gla, 855l
s g o et

chal g, 5l Slas sazme Gosb 5l (el 5 5D 53 (835 Lo sa
Sagn 5 25500 a0l [Sin b sl 5 b b daclsa
O 3l s el (s Lls Ol5 e 1) ol Sl 4
53 el b ol W il st Cedls skdg
51 sl (Glalu oslali Ol gea 5l Cund go (uly, LT
& s b 3 S (o S 8 O e, U
O Sl el 38 50 3 5 sl 5 lald S 3 g S Lo
33 (9) Kilape yasie |y 5l Comse o diea lasilis
il i o Ll 6 s 5 b e sl Gl
G al o 53 gt Ll 5 CuS e sy e

Sheoss ciy 95 ekl b aSl 5l i o S5

S50k Lol s el S5 asls (6oL 5 el 0y e
Gy Sl sl els ol L;<..as).9 5 b Bl
5 Sl gla 5l L1 0T 5 das e Olojle o35 (glo s
Ll bais & aeglite opl by el epn 35 Oley SKia b
ol Slasl b s 5 L ol Ol o 3lu 3l asily a8
B e ol 5 Pl slge 5l eslinal 55 el S das e OLES
b s ) ol 4 | LT ey et ety slacyls, 3G

(8) &S o L5 o5t
S o Iy Coanl ol ad 3 i S5 il g s
SL g s Lot 031 S azddS olis dan ( Ka b o
Kgd o 108 50, esbss 5 Sl bl baalil &
5 s el (ald lagl (sn s ol s Ol
Ll aoglite oS s (g ol aloz 51 Glols Ol 5o
b8 sl ol XS e Kaa b 08T 51y sl asdS
S5 (5 gl W 5 (Slime 4 (b G (55l slne
D e Dlasl 53 S ) el 2208
AST Som s 5 b b sl 5 JUSH s S 0l,ela
s Sl s Olojed (0 nd 5 5 ) a3 .(4) LS e
o35 5 0l e S Slaselr rer Cupe s bilasid (63

Al o 0k S
Ll Oi gl oS 558 S oS s et sa Juld
53 il gl 28 Gl b Wy 5o |y ela] a8
Alag 3,5 4S das 0 QLA 5 s s sslaal glacab 50
Sl ogm mge Shll 5 Cbbre elas! s «
lacgpased 5o e Coly) 53 (A1) das o o |) 25 5
S OLoLs sl 53 st i Gl i S Sl
by Sala il g Gale S et s s el slasl
G s 4T (8 3 (ool o5 Jsns aelr il 02

}:'.' jjw;'- )L?.'%J dj}k}-‘ )j\b E) GJ\J;W ‘n.:l}hu s



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

Coph edas S Jalse op Sen Sl s sl 5 5 e LB
Con &S das s ol 3 sl ol ol (g OF sla bl 5
5 G G o S LS cdands o e ol OF W30 Glals
o ph (658 4 3la b e 3 el Skl 4 pluel
S oS 2 AST Sl g A g JidS e
2 68 Sl ples 4l 08 el IS8 silen Gk Sl L
sl Gloj gt (1) ol (65558 (i 57 i 25 Sl
Loasly o somss R by SO L LS gl axlse
Ll o Caes e oS ol axlse o S0 50 el
5 Sl pl 03 gt ol D58 LIS (e Ml
A s (JB al I S e oS e 1B sl b bl
AS o e )y 92

Florl e glacadse 5o st bl pl LS o
33 55 a8 s e Ol il S e Wl Solie gla il
oo e bl 5 Candse bl elenrl ol
3 M) s ged Olos 3 s (A1) LS o @il ) 2l
il 5 Do mBle ¢l pain pl 5o sl o1y 5l
6,5 Colo, Ll oS ol isle (p il ol s sl
550l b oS sl L3y ola bl ys s aS Ll
S was e 0L Lol l S e s oy il & |
Sl sl ol = 3 G A8 51 glas sazme 5 st o po
T 53 4 s 2z el ol 5 Ll 55 LS
gt gy & S

55 ST Sl s a8 e g m oslize oSN Sl s Cusa
S w1y plre ol i Olojes &S 505 1 KL
Sl sl b bl a5 (SKa bl 5l o el S e fuate
S lpl bl 5wl Tl oS w0 o) o505 5 Sl ka5 e
Joee e Olais) a5 53 S e bS5 el a L)

GBI e s w513 sobe 5 cnladil wan 5 5 e

S s g e gd e bl ) sladili Sl el G b
S SN S B RSP WO S

el Cysa ol I ST b e S0 & Ghe 35,5
lan &S US o gyarsy SLI s a5l 5 el L Sl e
3 SAp b 8 Ol 5 i s D8 Gl
(S5 o pds (G Ol 53 &S b s b sl S
Ol oBs 5l .ol CJL.A ‘51..1.1.4;.,.:..»] 5 by el
5 bas 5 4 Ll e 0 eal il pls 53 Ol agrl e
Gos s e 4 (8) 555 e spmse Sl 5555
by S s ot bl K o g
(035 Galer 500555 olin Ole IS o Hlolg 15 5l &S ol (55 50
shobals gla Aoy g g3 Ly st il 4 ce
Caaglis Ll kS (Sl wlidls alaly 1y Spdd Ghin L3S e
DBl L 05 e 1y S5 slae) s aan oS das o OLLS o o
sl ol J.At.,«

Sl s 5 ol S 0 Ol ol e S g et i sa
Sl 01 Ko 4 K ol ol 55 S e S e
3 el axlge Cungdee Lot ol 5 Ll s
SESLL Sl st aslyl 5 B Ols L S gladaly o 0
Losslaise Dgome 1 s ol Cped 5 AS o (g)l33 5 A3
(9) oy IS OF 3 il SIUBI oS 355 5055 Znds
Ll gt s S r ol (g0 alraslr o5 A1 0l
Lol gl Slb jlal 5 &yd8 5 a8 1) ody ot 5l Lo
ol ast ol Kels 5 il &S o 50 sh
5o 055y 8 lul  Olg e |y Jos ol S Koales
L A 53 5 Suley Obr 03 padd Cusa 1) S ogd
OLL L3 s (2) 5de 3lusl i gla S Ols
Sk (slme sl (slaa 25 |5 s ol ST e Olas

Llesls u,;.alfil;- 5 asis 4



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

S B s 1y s i ol ol Lol XS s i Oles Jsb
P 33 e (2) AR g igm b 4 plulS LG 0
iy e bl a b dble 5 el Cundse a5l Ol
) 0l S e Lk | 3 Sl s Ul s 5 e
Ol i e el 5l S 4y (Candge i e 02
G L Al s Sy den Sile Sl 5l & op it o ss
3y b S Ol s 3] 4t

LS Sl aeslie 53 (635 s ge ab ne s 3l
L 5l S Iy e BB Gk 5l s G 53 3l o
Cl 6558 5 s a4 ol ColS Colo &
sl s Ghe 5 RIS (Sl Sl 3 e S
S st Lol Gt & b 045 Los 5 0,8 @iy
Susp Sl e R S 5 I () diph e b
Gl S s ol lsla bl o3y ol a1 3
s (3Ll s Lo G el 5 a5les S 5 8
e 3 el 5 oslyl Wl 3l gl &S

530l ol als Sy Sl sla b ek uliiailis e S
G 4 Ken b a3 Ll el IS aloy s oo
S a5 s o OLLS (0 2mm 2 50 o0 LS (5,818 5 Ghs
3575 53,0 Glae a8 S oo Iy LS S8 Sl aie
225 .(5) 3,8 S 3 S b glacdNs 5l lals 55 555, Sl
a3l gl Sl e i S B S sl
SLE ol O3 Cmasid opl gl S IS0 1355 o0 3la 5
G Ogn3] w4 b (sLad Gl 8 eSSl g
NEPERENTY

DSl 5 1l Sl sl et b JE s sl
S 2 sls Gl (S ddb 5 D8 S e 4 gt S
UL gy 0o WY‘C)J ol poloo Lel BB sla 5 oS

Llg o ol e S das e Ol Sl j el ] (g 23

Al i s s ((8) dils bne A5 s (s 5l
3 O 4 5 ol Ol b 55 10 03,3 SalS &5 51 15 83503
S okacayl 5 0l pl 50 555 0 sl sl i Ll e SL O
B s (bl glad 4 G ol S

Sk et S sh $ S S B 5l S J ol L
05 S ilisle st 5l (ol 53 oyl e 5 O]
gJﬁ%ﬁé}@f&»})))ﬁ@\ﬁ;&hj‘@\&&
‘sﬁwgmbwﬁ s o Ol oy ok 4 el Lol
(9) Ll s OIS by b daly (gl 5 S il
wie o dsle b il 5l glas gezme b ) ) Cpasd
Jolos 3 Ollad sy 2,8 e IS Il 5 LB (s
pole &S 5yl a5 a8l e ey bl sl gl bl
Al e S8 1 Cul, Ol e Kl e slals
e 10) g s (a3 sl il el 4 5 4,
Sl a5 g0 S L Sptme S mhaw 51
Spde b Wby Jiree usa 5 IO ABTs

Moy Lo (e i bbb b o 3 (iomad (2 e S 50
BY Goes ol S8 a8 5 Hls gl lamels j 5l LS e
S ol o e Oltals 53 5l (285 Ll el O3 o it
OLE ol ppan 5 AL18 o 1l ot 5 gt S, 2 sl
Sls i ltla 1l SIS nslen cpl 53 SB35 o pn &S das s
Sl 5 (St ol s ) 535 S 005 e
Sl g e (4) 3503 a5 o) BT 55 0L (313 ppmass
ddas pdy (s b sl i)l B p er 8 Sl sl |
IOl b 51 en 5 S e aleisl 1 sl 5 e aiile
Sl Cusn a8 1 Sl sl e caslie 5 sl
3,8 o IS Caeglie 5 6585l W a5 ol sl

205 Gleks Camal pnd Sl o gl Cose e )

53 2,8 hils e i 5 el Ol Wigy Jol |y g 5555



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

Sl lasgezme Gk 3 (e 5 s 00 e ogp
Sl oS ie sl il (Sl gl bl alis
25 s Sl S o S0 Kb glasits e s slorx]
Cagh g e w505 L OUT BLS G b Sl aegass
Sole Obl WO 5 o Ole pld wl o e
Sl il 5l Gl same Cul 5 Sl dil- 5l Lol
Sl D |y e o S Al e G S e
i 1y Sl laey S el e nled 5 plulid (gtnail
53 (1) S sl Os 5 033 Ol slas e il g2 45 S e
il o Glrl Gl B s e o (ol wa i
LS o il aegazme 5 Lisd o (aladSb (mir 5 (ST (Sl
Aas o dll Kaa b g anslr Sl 4V (s g

Pl bl e o (68 IS mle o Seee 3 S
Ol Ole 311y Oliuls 350 hol Cpased ol ool Ol !
53 L el 5l (S g s &S e ot Glale 5 pede
S e Ol (a5 ool oS0 L oS s e 3 oS
5 LS dadlpl wolw Glys g s 30l Ligy oD
oo o S Wl Sl ole Sea alasl glagl
S 8 A o 0L oo (9) Wi o Lo K b slawilis
Olgeas Ol oy shal 5 )b Sl il (glaey o 5o o)l 2ol
a S o (San sl lanal 5 Solss My gln e
SLG o1y bl 2538 e glie ol s 55 els (3) o
AL gl I 5 ool ol B a1 OF 4l S
&S

5 Sl bl a3l 3 g5 ol (gl SOl ) oSy
Koa b adail (8) Wikl ol ool slajlil 51 S lagye
Sl gl Sl s DL a8 Sl aes S L
s aier p AL 5 LUK, datgasid 5y S s fas

S L5 anshite ol 53 e Olpl pd e Ll Las 0Dl

N\.N

OOl 5 ezt LB s | Slib glaadol 5 Ly,
R 3 S sl g g s s dal, ((13) as Ll
Ll ole wlidle Cols, ol ansbite 13 Cundy opl (Slads yas
550 JidS platrl Comdpe 93 LB & SGee (el o
355 il (6 803 5 el I35 s oo e Sl LSS
~>)}TL;° S 4y )laBs 5 o S 5l

S e ol sl Cugr 6,8 K A e 2T sl S
& 633 o 515 O sl bl L 5l o sp 355 ol o o
2a s e (Soa b Glate 5o S o Jite (Ko b alil o
Ols g pd e bt @l Skl e 5l ool 4 S 3l e
Wye Fpoabil Gk 5l Sap S dass mesy
SELle ol a5l sl Oley 51 1 alis s b gwasd
S S o b 1y (S iy 5la 3 (8) S e LS b
Jots 816 Gale 51 (Kb 0800l 0503 24 K
Py

Jeen e 1ol Cpamed a3 (658 Cagh g seme o
rlpe o (il 5 Ol pu b st 3,8 s K0 o sline
Camdge 5 Coeslie ool 5y b 1) 055 o s et
L Okd bl 5 Ghe Q8 Gk Slale 5 edS e (g5 e
Pl &S L e Ol L sls ol b e Lae S 35l
G blpasnd aen 4 0SS o8 Soson |y Casa
(S e 33 iy o gl ) 53 g das el
oo olsl 5 B gls 25l (6,50 elerl oKL
Oliwls Sl 58 KaSK Loy s 5o ilwased sl
L SaSS s iy a3l s iy a3 Sk e i
S ol

(S Al s e Cosr 5 ISS s, 5

oo el 5 sle! sl



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

e Dash e Sl s (S b kel
ol o) jotds (lanalr Olials 55 sl sled 3l anel .o
@le sl s Old s Lol Ol i ol s WS
sy wa s Bo sl opl dyls slite (lacand se
el 28 Ol 5 bowass bl gl 5 S iz
Dbtle Wl 55 o Olusl a8 ol enls OLES wy‘cj) LIS
oy, JIB s 1 slerl glacpe wols 5 g i3
s 55 (13) A Oli Ko b sl slisl s bacaass
Ol Wised (p e alap g gt Obe Sl win
SR 5 hS e P DLl S e 5l S el S

Lol Gie 5 Solgs Sl Lol ale e 45T (63 3 Comd s
sy sbas 4 Slb culs (Kb slialis JSs )
Do s el (2 p B L g ol osline Lol s,
S OB oS i bslad &S J s opd e iy
N - L U T~
Ltl 5 Wl s Ly S0 3 4 a3 oo rands 35 Oled ) 55 o
GBS 55 1, elarsl glajkle ( slae slao)s> «
s Ol ol 1y ala s 5 g et Aol Gl ol 51.(7) AS s
Candge 95 plaisl bl ol aSd cdls 53 e ols
Ol 3 cpl Ools Sl 3 o LS L el o slie o

.:jLﬂu.aV.:abé\)ub’\;'-\&)')ljwjg)).léwlix
anelr Lol Sl mer Ll 5l s 55 el Sose
Lol el Ol3 50 5 0L L, 5 ol oyl ghls e skt
5 s Sl LS ) 8 das e OIS ped Cgwasd
K53 88 Jlio 3l (ol 5 e 53 5l dites LS
(I3l 5 e Aile (g o o gie Lad 1 05 (e
o ol 0 (9) e 35 sl DM 5 Sl 5 as
3asl (Sals b sl 3o b 5l ks 4 oo 53 4l o

Dyhe S g Seslie 5 (S eeedl (Dl G b

5 Dol eSSl gl Llg e oS e Golers sl
(loy e SOl S 50 Slale Sl st ol &b
e RSN BN N FEP
dadl- a5 sy Sl 04 et mhw Sl s el
R e L el B
Glaalis 5l gt b daasind Codgi e (62K b Obe jan
By arlge 55 (A0l

Sl 635 g0 2 gdome b U 4 LS 0 e o ge
spdige ale (Kb e 25l Gk 5l 0T ) e i
5 Olagy & olil (e (3 milm ISy 5 (sl
e oS drea ola sl der Sl ailisle Gle 4 05l )
S AS o ST g le3T e lacaasid s, s 1, Ll
LT bl ot 4y dasli gy 5 Ll b &6 (S b (slapllas
LS o Gt S bl ) (6) S e IS 50 55
3 5 3 el adea iS5 RIS 5 o 5l pluS
250 LAl ol Loy Cd Go b Sl el (i o
SNl Gl 4 Al e 5 S e Ll (5ol
S o SaS rar

e 5 63l 3ls age sl a5l bl pl )3 e
v Kap ol e L s @3 Sliv sl
SHBIE o)L ¢ b ge en Nipd o JAS uea sl A5
Sl st bk, (Ss Sae ) il ol 5 sla
Gobls 5 Sl (Dllhe b S LS e Iy ot A5
Ol ollad B Ol ooy 53 58 ) AL Salen
5 SO ol U1y alisle Calsy Ygane ollss 45 das e
sk 53 e Zuga (plple (4) LS o ol en S
e [ 313l S on o85S e 08 )] aSd S b
el sl ol S (ol Cbbe gl 0n 5 S

.J)}Tdn



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

et s SIS N Lol A5 S ey SplS &S
Ol Ll & 558 0 his sl ot & Sl
b XS 3 Bl ol gla il s o st ol
wlaass 31 S0y analiy 5 rils o, Ole @l
.ﬁ&&y@ﬁww@\)w@)t}béwl

s Rl bae ol s 53 8 Ol 5 S e JE
35l obﬂlggw))l.:ﬁ-u Al 5lsls b wl.:sz]a
S5 b 2)ls s (Ka b eism Sl et s e
a3 o o3l Sgal i olie 4 ulyy WJl al bss S e Ol )
i sl oy o pld L aSTT L asla b ias a5 1y S e
Sum g bt s e S Oleals D fUéJ S e
St Sege 4 Olpl S 0 51 05 2lld @ adsl Gl
Dy s anskie plas LOSE G Seee SIS 5 05
550 01 6 el Sales Olasy) 4 il U plrals ol
(8) dzs plns 55515 A5 e 2N 050l

Cosr Gosbae 50k Sl S kel 5 Ol Jels
G nd s gt (S b gl ol aaglaie s (S B0La
o5 bLl s de 5 ey S 05 0 e Glas gl
LS o Mmoo il o S8 53 (bl [ 5 50 O3 sl
aaly (8) 5,51 o s s 4 1 plai 55 Ols 4w 5 Ol o8
SNb 5 05 33 Nl e e 50N oy et 5 5 et
53 L o S s 5l Aliile 5 Sl dal, S 5 b
b b ghls aSl allt 5 At 4 e e Cogs
ol Gy ol a5k s ae S e

53 e Zusp oS ol OF Bl sl o S ) S
Gl s wtle dls ae S5l (e 5 9
(G iz (Slab Ly, (W G i)l (Slele
2 Sea (S i 53 Obe bl 5 ol S

Sl Cosr Ol e sy ool Sl il ol 6,8 S

Sbcpasd Wy gl el ool cd b 0Ll
g Olojan ol o i LGl 5o oS 505 1T sles
ol sl 3 o8 o ol st o .(10) 505
Lol Glasse (o on 5 Sl g B 35 Ol 35

LS o rals
Gl ol o s slidle elo s sl
SIS K st S e 5 504 e S IS
ot gy sl el gt b 3l e STl g

S ohm o e 0L el ) 5 s 588 5 et )
(9) 355 o 3lml T Ole (slailis alasly o5 caditns DU
s 2l e )5l e o bidailis Glaia b Sy 0l
S5 s s 6,8 ISS Jals 5 LU, dauly (53 5ah)
iy Candly 3 1y SIS e 5 5 e ST 51 i 355 0
o w3 iy 0 (6505 (5 p el el Go b SIS
olaml Cupa & das e OLES Anl b opl Al e s Sl
s 2l 00,8 ad IS8 it sl G b 5l el e
A3 Ll [ 51wl ooty 15 e

s30T 55 oS ol gl slazrl Lol (a3 o
(R 5 s et daly 53 (11) S e i b UG
Sar IS Ol 5 edes (hady oy ol S oS
spzee (el b Jolad 5o g et Ll las o Aol Bl L
S et 5 AS ab e |y i s Sl ol s 550 e
S o et 1) 255 s Sla e s el ST 5 b
Gl b 4L gleals bt G B o & wilisle ddaly cpl ol
Ll s e Slhe
},}.wlwqﬁéuq\!wjﬁ»ygg)ﬁ)b;u
Florl Dlealin 51 ok 53515 13 S 0 53 olisly plds s
baaila sl 5l Ol 2l il e Olsle ) el

s o 0L e Lol () Wpls &I ulew 5Bl a8 s



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

e 0348 1,8 o A 51 55 gl 1 i obT
Wles 8 Jadl oo gl

wslo Gle 5 Dpd8 Ol SIS 53 aes 5l iy 5 et S pe
i 45 Sl la s b ae 5l ol BT s sl s
e S palE il 0 S iy Ginlig 1 ol Case Lo
Lo ol (Ghe s b el S 0w Gl 5 0,8
Sl jfi.s b DBl 5 358 e axlge s 5l 5l slate
Pzl 5 Sl b ed Cd (SE 5) Lal g, plad (oS
5 390 axlge A8 s gl b S e Hlalg 1) g s 50
sl 5 Saope JS3 Sl Casa st el oo
S 53 (6508 BISE 1 ale 5 L) oK Aol 4|
B oS 5,5 o 55 mmasid il 5 et 15 4S e sl
GBI 5 Ghe (O ale e Sl Ll ol b o8
Slo Sl J game 5 st ol Cupn vz 53 .ol Hlo) 55
el WS S s 5 O3 GEle (05 ols Ol asls
Js @l das e D) (635 o 3 sline S oy e
Oyl 5 01l 5,0 53 5 g 5 oslie S b olab a Gl
55 s e Ol 5l o Camd g opl el (550 iead LT )
w@g:ﬁ&diﬁg&aﬁcd\ﬁléﬁﬁga%AA_.U))J"&
5635 0l (e (sl 3 S Lai | 35 IR
sl s e WSS 1 o) Cuse ol jole ol o
sl aS ol OF ayls el o et G 5 das 51
S Y5 o a8l lle ol 3L il e el i a5 50
Rl s a3 upa by ls 28 OF Jaul i s 5 alad
g gy 53k e slie 5 bl (g KES L gy )3 e sk
S bl s Solie ML LS b 5l s sla s
gt Cosa bl el g e g st Slib 5 ol S5l
4 osS 5 add lee B 5 Gle (D)le OB wL

g;'.’.}b )‘ )ijﬁj..bj.&@ Ji.l.ﬁ )‘L;...i..cjo.:\)‘ J\ &\AML&J

P e b el S @ S 1 e o eld gl
O OO il Saens ol Cusa ol 58 35
AST asS ) 5 s Ol g ol Sy, 5 eleas] Jlle
el folas 53 55505 Vo zale Kb 3 Ly pa oS 3l
(12) 355 0 ale L3k

el @3 by Gladaly e 5 (935 Cuga daly olg o
Gl Kan s sgzge SO e, 5 a5l 5l boaass
35 50 0BT i g e 5, Lol S o eslizad iy o ol
S Al Glae g spls 28 250 Oles a3 5L
N op et AR e d S 5 GEE 4 Gib
O 5 e sla s e B8 1) 05 g SaS 5 (SLs
O e oS Gl e S e s (e oS a
35 RS Gk Sl en s asle 10 ea Sia 5 S s e
anlie ez 55,5 Ol SIS S pes 55 e 5Ll
Casn Wy s Soai e 4 el alisle Okuls S,
LS o Jds

& S dom

S S R R N
S Al s s &S e e 0L Ol Gon S
s sl b Sl edkbonms i Sl I el SIS
S Okads Jsb s ol slacpmsies .ol glalis 5 slabayl,
2 B8 B Kb sl 5l e s S Liagxlse b
ass il Glacaadgo 4 o 5 plorl 5 3550 gla L&
2545 3,8 oo S5 Sy s it pl LS e b 5L
o2l bl ag S 55,8 O3 OB e, Sl i s
S laanise 5 bl slaes S (oot sl kil
Js 0155 od 1) e le glacaasd pl ply o5l jasiis

Liijn\J.i)'SJJSJ:bJ.,\j)\:U.\é;-QT):éd\ﬁ}rlﬁijl



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

Wzl b Jls e 5o bl S o plaisl 1 San b o sllas
o Ll U3 6 das e 0LES 545 Conslie 5 bl oo yuB
G S F o legan jsba e ol ol s il s Jlai]
ol e S e Ll ) LT s 2 s B |y Kaa
s ol S (bl e glaie 3 Kan b 4 das e OLES
ols i a5l e STie bl waly); O s oS

W5 s S gl A Gl e B 51 s (S
303 3m ek 5ol e Ol 5 Ol 5,0 il o 5o
slalad (San Osel 5 S0 50 5 e 5 20 50 0
axrlse Lae sline slapllss L Lol s lacaasd & diwa
R O e BL) ST
el o) Cusn lapo Bl aty ol G 033 gt oS
31 ot S e Slsls 1 sl (6,05 b agarl e Lol sl sl
B (s 3 3 53 3 35 ol 518 (6,5050 1 55
s 5 b g sl (p e Skl oM e
NGIO R I

lacasess J"C‘A S ol OLas 5 elel OVl s
S agn olad g p 0l Osd s st Aol ol Lre 55 5o
ol 35 a0 0L 53 5 e 305 md ez w1y 5
ST 55 3l J gl 5 Joinal (elazsl listle 5 5 st
G ed G b s 3 5 s b LS o 0la By dS s
S B S R il b Jods Sl
Wby (sl O S S b S wcuss s,
Al i s el s Kes Caslie 5 S 50iS (Gis
3 Cusr Ole &S ol OF oy cpl slaasly o Sge
Gl Sl 13 s Gliduly rer e
S AS o el b e a5l 5 OB 5oy Sl glas serms bbipasd
Lo boaasd bl S o ci,n | 5 ol 5 b 3l

Kyl i O ey sl i 3L 5 555 sl S 5 el

5 bl BBl e s L 4 ol 5 6 as
g oaieen ] leel 5 el Spe &S das e 0L
Sy td gl g 0L 56 5l b S e i Glate S0
Sydien Jime mex alisle 4 gl 635 Cus & ol (glaai
bl o Wl (S 3 sled e 4 (63 5 prlas 3 treasid
e g ot oy g5 e glis line pllai 530l 3¢ L5 (e
e sble 5 S sla al Ol Sege 51 S e,
sl

Gl 5l es 28 el anghie (raxr Cosa sl
Alisl bl A8 e Jls 1 elazal 5 (Kb b
w338 als gl 5 ol S s e (Sl
GS JSE age 5 XS oo Salsy glad s,ly 1) Ol St
S pony 4l Gl b b o sd e (Kb il o5
3 S Sla il b asl o sdod bl b s
e 1S o My 030 e 5 el o o3 (6,500 (o
LGS o SO 8 el e s Gl Cugs )
colem Dl (WS la Bl (b il Sl S 5
Ll Sa b a5 el Loy

203 age B rar S 6,8 S s 55 Sk kel
Gl sdd oty anelr oS das e OLES 3la b 5 5 e bl
gl el e s e Ll el st L3l ealld
sl b S e al b 55 1 O (ool o5 Ol 3l jealidas
Sh bl el 535 ol S 0 51 ey pd3 2316 s @
Dl S o Ly s Sy Sl L 5 31 e
LS o 3l 5ales SLsl (5550 5 ey S5 Ol (20 eSS
bl B 01 el 1 3131 el oy 48 das s OLES
3 e 5 OUT il a5

Sl sSIl Ol aaly Giob Sl weshiie 55 5 At Coga

Sl 3 (F o e g il (93,8 1S 5 (Koa



1F0 Jbo (o oslods Ple 098 ((qw il Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

L}fuu,uﬁ_ﬁ&L{‘ﬁ.&“ﬂ&a@.ﬂpduﬁ;&g)&l
Goe Oliwls Ladd & (0 yed 9 5 ) (bl cpl 0 L0 sd e lys
e 3l 5 il sl p slas e S wparid o
i 1 65 s e Wl Gk Sl el 5 s S ol
Fob Ol sl b e dbuly 4 el e S e
5 n ok (Kb bl Sl o 5 a0 518 Sl
Sskidr Glac o L5 e 050 [l 5o )3 &S (glabil~
33l ST anslr 553 Ole alaly 5 Sy line

O doy 58 S )L

35 Wl GG 28 OB i 55 alas i cpl (25 s
c%l:.o oo

3l s gy bl slas m'jf@.a ol aadlas fl?;’!‘).)

EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study examines the mechanisms through

which individual and collective identities are
formed in Nizami Ganjavi's Khosrow and
Shirin through the theoretical lens of Yuri
Lotman’s cultural semiotics. Rather than
treating identity as a stable, essential, or
purely psychological attribute, the study
approaches it as a dynamic cultural
construction produced through interaction
among signs, codes, social roles, symbolic
boundaries, and collective memory. Literary
texts, from this perspective, do not simply
reflect pre-existing identities; they actively
participate in constructing, organizing, and
transmitting cultural models of selfhood and
belonging. Khosrow and Shirin is especially
suitable for such an analysis because it
combines a romantic narrative  with
representations of kingship, class relations,

gender roles, ethical values, historical

s o Lg S s 5 Gl 4 2 LI oalinl glae 5 et
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memory, intercultural contact, and competing
modes of social recognition. Nizami’s narrative
world therefore operates as a multilayered
cultural space in which characters acquire
meaning through their positions within broader
systems of signification (9). The study draws
on the view that identity is fundamentally
relational and is constituted through processes
of similarity, difference, recognition, and social
classification (1). It also considers narrative
identity as a process in which continuity and
transformation are brought together through
the organization of actions, memories, and
relationships within a meaningful story (2).
Accordingly, the principal aim of the study is to
explain how the identities of Khosrow, Shirin,
and Farhad are shaped through cultural codes
such as power, love, gender, morality, work,
class, and historical belonging, and how these

individual identities are connected to broader



1Fe0 Jbo (o ol Pl 098 ((cw il Oladl § b)) dusmis™ 4 i3

representations of Iranian collective identity.
The research follows a descriptive-analytical
method based on textual analysis and library
research, with the poem itself functioning as
the central object of interpretation. The
analytical units include characters, symbolic
objects, narrative events, social relationships,
spatial divisions, cultural oppositions, and
recurrent signs whose meanings contribute to
the formation or transformation of identity.

The theoretical framework is based primarily
on Lotman’s conception of culture as a system
of signs and on his understanding of literary
texts as secondary modeling systems. In this
framework, language constitutes the primary
modeling system, while literature, myth,
religion, ritual, art, and other cultural forms
construct secondary models through which
societies interpret reality. A literary text
therefore does not merely transmit a message,;
it reorganizes cultural experience according to
a specific system of codes and values (7). This
perspective is particularly important for the
study of identity because individuals and
groups recognize themselves through cultural
languages that make certain distinctions
meaningful, such as ruler and subject, male
and female, insider and outsider, noble and
commoner, faithful and unfaithful, or powerful
and powerless. Cultural semiotics likewise
emphasizes that meanings emerge through
relations among signs rather than through
isolated elements, and that literary discourse
is embedded within wider networks of cultural

signification (5). The concept of the

semiosphere is central to the present analysis
because it defines culture as an
encompassing semiotic space within which
communication, interpretation, memory, and
identity become possible (8). In Khosrow and
Shirin, political authority, romantic desire,
courtly etiquette, ethical norms, gender
expectations, social hierarchy, and historical
memory constitute interconnected semiotic
domains that continuously interact. The study
therefore conceptualizes the poem as a
semiospheric structure rather than as a closed
love story. Within this structure, identity
emerges from movement between centers and
peripheries, from encounters between
different cultural systems, and from processes
of translation across symbolic boundaries. The
notion of the boundary is especially significant
because, in Lotman’s theory, boundaries do
not merely separate cultural domains; they
also function as productive sites of translation,
negotiation, and new meaning (8). This
concept enables the analysis of Iran and
Armenia, king and artisan, love and power,
male and female, center and periphery, and
individual desire and social responsibility as
semiotic oppositions through which identities
are articulated.

The analysis of individual identity reveals that
Khosrow’s identity is constructed through a
persistent tension between inherited political
authority and acquired ethical and emotional
experience. At the beginning of the narrative,
his identity is primarily defined through

dynastic legitimacy, royal lineage, wealth,
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courtly status, and proximity to the political
center. Signs such as the crown, throne, army,
palace, royal command, and ceremonial
privilege establish him as a figure whose
identity has initially been granted by the
institution of kingship rather than achieved
through personal transformation (9). The
introduction of love, however, disrupts the
apparent stability of this identity and exposes
Khosrow to a competing semiotic code. The
logic of sovereignty depends on command,
superiority, possession, and hierarchy,
whereas the logic of love requires recognition
of another autonomous subject, patience,
emotional vulnerability, fidelity, and
negotiation. In Lotmanian terms, Khosrow’s
encounter with this alternative code represents
an encounter with a new semiotic system
whose values cannot be completely translated
into the language of political authority (8).
Shirin’s refusal to submit unconditionally to
Khosrow’s royal status is therefore not merely
a narrative obstacle but a mechanism of
identity  transformation.  Khosrow  must
gradually confront the limitations of a self
defined exclusively through power. His
relationship with Farhad intensifies this crisis
because Farhad constitutes an alternative
form of masculine identity based not on
inherited authority but on labor, artistic skill,
devotion, and sacrifice. Identity is formed
through differentiation from others, and
Khosrow’s self-understanding is consequently
sharpened by confrontation with a rival who

possesses little official power but substantial

moral and symbolic capital (1). The distinction
between Khosrow as king, lover, rival, and
political actor also illustrates the performative
and situational nature of identity, since
different social contexts require different
presentations of self (11). His identity therefore
develops through a narrative movement from
inherited status toward a more complex form
of selfhood shaped by love, rivalry, ethical
responsibility, and social expectation.

Shirin represents a different mechanism of
identity formation, one grounded in liminality,
ethical autonomy, and the ability to negotiate
cultural and gender boundaries. Her identity
cannot be reduced to the conventional role of
the beloved, because she consistently
appears as an active agent capable of
judgment, refusal, decision-making, and self-
definition. Her Armenian background places
her at a cultural boundary between Armenia
and Iran, making her identity structurally
liminal. In Lotman’s theoretical model, such
border positions are especially productive
because they mediate between semiotic
systems and generate new meanings through
processes of translation (8). Shirin’s entry into
the Iranian political and cultural sphere does
not result in the disappearance of her
distinctiveness; rather, her identity develops
through the simultaneous maintenance of
difference and participation in a new cultural
order. Her characterization is associated with
beauty, intelligence, chastity, dignity, loyalty,
self-control, and independent judgment,

gualities that enable her to become a moral as
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well as romantic center within the narrative (9).
The symbolic complexity of literary characters
allows them to embody more than one level of
meaning, and in Persian narrative traditions
such characters frequently carry cultural and
ethical significance beyond their immediate
narrative functions (10). Shirin accordingly
embodies both culturally valued feminine
virtues and forms of female agency that
complicate passive models of womanhood.
Her refusal to accept Khosrow merely because
of his political superiority and her insistence on
ethical legitimacy before union demonstrate
that individual identity may emerge through
resistance to dominant structures as much as
through conformity to them. From the
perspective of narrative identity, her continuity
lies not in remaining socially unchanged but in
maintaining  ethical coherence across
changing political and emotional situations (2).
Her identity is therefore formed through the
interaction of cultural belonging, gender,
morality, choice, and boundary-crossing,
making her one of the clearest examples in the
poem of a self that is neither wholly determined
by tradition nor detached from it.

Farhad constitutes the third major pattern of
individual identity and provides the strongest
symbolic counterpoint to Khosrow. Unlike the
king, he lacks dynastic privilege, institutional
authority, and access to the political center.
His identity is instead constructed through
work, artistic competence, perseverance,
physical effort, love, and self-sacrifice. His

chisel and the mountain become central

identity markers, and through repetition these
objects move beyond their immediate practical
functions to become symbols of devotion and
moral determination (9). In semiotic terms, the
transformation of an ordinary tool into a
culturally charged sign illustrates how material
objects acquire secondary meanings when
placed within broader systems of value (5).
Farhad’s position also reveals the role of social
stratification in the production of identity.
Literary texts can reproduce and expose class
distinctions by assigning different forms of
authority, prestige, and opportunity to different
social figures (13). The contrast between
Khosrow and Farhad thus operates
simultaneously on romantic, ethical, political,
and class levels. Khosrow represents official
authority and inherited status, while Farhad
embodies earned value through labor and
fidelity. This opposition enables the text to
separate political centrality from moral
centrality and to question whether official rank
necessarily corresponds to personal worth.
Farhad’s death intensifies this process
because it transforms his identity from that of
an individual participant in the narrative into a
lasting cultural sign. Cultural memory
preserves certain figures by detaching them
from their immediate historical context and
converting them into reusable symbolic forms
(8). Farhad thus moves from personal identity
to collective remembrance, becoming an
enduring emblem of selfless love. At the level
of collective identity, a similar process occurs

throughout the poem through the reactivation
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of Sasanian history, royal symbols, courtly
rituals, architectural imagery, ethical ideals,
social hierarchies, and gendered expectations.
The literary reconstruction of Iran’s pre-Islamic
past provides the narrative with a historical
memory through which Iranian cultural identity
can be represented and reinterpreted (3). Yet
this collective identity is not monolithic; it is
produced through the interaction of ancient
historical memory, later ethical values, class
structures, intercultural relations, and models
of social conduct. The cultural world of the
poem therefore functions as a dynamic
semiotic system in which inherited meanings
are continuously reworked through narrative.

The findings ultimately demonstrate that
individual and collective identity in Khosrow
and Shirin are inseparable dimensions of the
same semiotic process. Individual characters
draw upon cultural codes to define
themselves, while their choices and narrative
trajectories simultaneously reinforce, modify,
or challenge those codes. Khosrow
reconfigures royal identity through his
confrontation with love, responsibility, and
rivalry; Shirin expands the meaning of
feminine identity through moral autonomy,
cultural liminality, and active choice; and
Farhad transforms labor, artistic action, and
sacrifice into enduring signs of moral identity.
At the collective level, the poem constructs
Iranian identity through historical memory,
political symbolism, ethical norms, class
relations, gender models, and intercultural

contact rather than through a single

homogeneous principle. The boundaries
between Iran and Armenia, ruler and artisan,
male and female, center and periphery, love
and power, and privilege and labor are not
merely structural divisions; they are productive
zones in which meanings are negotiated and
identities become visible. Social interaction is
therefore fundamental to identity formation,
since no major character acquires significance
independently of relationships with others. The
study concludes that Nizami’s poem should be
understood not simply as a romantic narrative
but as an active cultural text that produces
models of selfhood, belonging, difference, and
collective memory. Its enduring cultural
significance lies in its capacity to organize
multiple symbolic systems within a single
narrative world and to show that identity is
continuously generated through interaction
among memory, culture, social structure,
ethical choice, and symbolic boundaries. From
this perspective, the poem becomes a
complex mechanism of cultural meaning-
making in which the individual and the
collective are mutually constitutive, and in
which identity remains an open, relational, and
transformative process rather than a fixed

essence.
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