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Abstract

Rudaki Samargandi, the first great poet of New Persian and the founder of the Khorasani style, presents in the surviving
verses of his Divan a rich, concrete, and multilayered portrayal of the phenomenon of old age. Although previous studies
have examined his poetry from such perspectives as discourse analysis, stylistics, and comparative analysis with
Khayyamian thought, relatively little attention has been paid to the systematic identification and classification of the
constituent components of the theme of old age throughout Rudaki’s Divan. Employing a descriptive-analytical method and
relying on documentary and library-based research, the present study seeks to address this gap. The findings indicate that
the components of old age in Rudaki’s poetry can be classified into four broad categories: physical signs (including tooth
loss, a stooped posture, graying hair, impaired vision, and sensory decline); psychological and cognitive consequences
(sluggishness of poetic temperament, hardening of the heart, and diminished vitality); emotional, social, and economic
consequences (the loss of the beloved, wealth, and courtly status); and philosophical-cosmological perspectives (the cyclical
nature of the world and divine determinism). An examination of the poetic imagery employed also demonstrates that the
metaphor of “the cypress and the crooked form” and the symbolic combination of “staff and bag” are among Rudaki’s
principal rhetorical devices for representing old age. Despite his desire to escape it, his overall attitude toward this
phenomenon ultimately reflects a bitter and regretful acceptance rather than an angry protest—a characteristic consistent
with his position as the founder of the Khorasani style and as a faithful narrator of lived experience.

Keywords: Rudaki Samargandi; old age and youth; Khorasani style; poetic imagery; components of old age
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Rudaki Samargandi, widely regarded as one

of the foundational figures of New Persian
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poetry and a principal representative of the
Khorasani style, occupies a distinctive position
in the history of Persian literature because of
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the clarity, simplicity, realism, and experiential
immediacy of his poetic language. Among the
recurrent themes in his surviving poetry, old
age, youth, the passage of time, and the
instability of worldly conditions constitute an
important cluster of interconnected concerns.
Unlike purely didactic treatments of aging that
formulate generalized moral lessons, Rudaki
frequently represents old age through
concrete bodily changes, emotional losses,
altered social circumstances, and reflections
on the instability of human life. His treatment
of aging is therefore simultaneously physical,
psychological, social, and philosophical. The
significance of this subject becomes
particularly evident in the well-known poem
conventionally referred to as the “Qasida of
Old Age,” in which the poet retrospectively
compares the vigor, beauty, prosperity, and
social recognition of youth with the bodily
decline and diminished circumstances of old
age. Rudaki's  poetry  reflects key
characteristics of the Khorasani style,
including linguistic directness, descriptive
concreteness, relatively limited abstraction,
and reliance on observable aspects of life and
nature (1, 6). His position at the beginning of
the classical Persian poetic tradition also gives
his representation of aging particular historical
importance, because it reveals an early model
through which later Persian poetry could
connect individual bodily experience with
broader reflections on fate, temporality, and
human impermanence (2, 4). The present

study therefore investigates the thematic

components of old age and youth in Rudaki’s
surviving poetry and examines how linguistic,
rhetorical, and imagistic devices contribute to
the representation of aging as a
multidimensional human experience.

Previous scholarship has examined Rudaki
and his poetry from stylistic, historical,
comparative, and discourse-oriented
perspectives, but the constituent elements of
old age across his surviving corpus have
received comparatively less systematic
attention. Studies of the “Qasida of Old Age”
have demonstrated that the poem can be
interpreted not only as a personal lament but
also as a structured discourse in which the
speaker retrospectively reconstructs his
changing identity, social position, and
experience of time. Mobaraki’'s discourse-
oriented analysis of the poem, for example,
draws attention to the relationship among
speaker, addressee, theme, presupposition,
and communicative function and illustrates
how different proposed titles emphasize
distinct aspects of the poem’s central
discourse (12). Modarreszadeh has likewise
examined the stylistic characteristics of the
‘Dandan” qasida and its influence on later
Persian poetry, emphasizing its
autobiographical and literary-historical value
(13). Comparative research on Rudaki and
Omar Khayyam has also identified thematic
affinities concerning the instability of the world,
inevitability of death, transformation of youth
into old age, and the need to recognize the

transience of worldly conditions (14). More
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broadly, scholarship on Persian literary history
and stylistics has emphasized the realism,
simplicity, and relatively direct relationship
between poetic language and lived experience
in early Persian poetry (8, 10). Nevertheless,
these studies have generally focused on
isolated poems, broad stylistic characteristics,
or comparative philosophical tendencies
rather than offering a thematic classification of
the physical, psychological, emotional, social,
economic, and cosmological dimensions of
aging in Rudaki’s poetry. The present study
addresses this gap by examining aging not as
a single motif but as an interconnected system
of bodily signs, affective responses, social
transformations, and reflections on fate and
temporality.

The study employed a descriptive-analytical
method based on documentary and library
research. The primary corpus consisted of the
surviving verses attributed to Rudaki, with
particular attention to poems and fragments
that directly or indirectly refer to old age, youth,
bodily decline, diminished vitality, loss, social
change, mortality, and the passage of time (7).
In the first stage, relevant poetic evidence was
identified and collected. In the second stage,
the selected verses were examined
thematically, and recurrent semantic units
were extracted. These units were then

grouped into four major analytical dimensions:

physical manifestations of aging;
psychological and mental consequences;
emotional, social, and economic
consequences; and philosophical-

cosmological reflections on temporal change,
mortality, and divine decree. In the third stage,
the imagery, similes, metaphors, contrasts,
symbolic objects, and forms of direct address
used to represent aging were analyzed in
relation to the thematic categories. Attention
was also paid to the relationship between
youthful vitality and old-age decline, because
Rudaki frequently defines aging
retrospectively through contrast with an earlier
state of physical strength, beauty, poetic
fluency, social prestige, and emotional
enjoyment. Relevant interpretations from
earlier scholarship were used where
necessary to contextualize particular images
or historical features, especially concerning
Rudaki’s social position, poetic reputation, and
stylistic characteristics (5, 9). This procedure
made it possible to analyze not only what signs
of aging appear in the poems but also how
those signs are rhetorically organized and how
they participate in the construction of a
broader worldview concerning human change.
The findings show that the most extensive
dimension of aging in Rudaki’'s poetry is
physical and sensory decline. Tooth loss
occupies a particularly prominent position,
especially in the opening section of the
“Qasida of Old Age,” where the poet recalls
teeth once comparable to silver, pearls, coral,
the morning star, raindrops, and a shining
lamp, only to emphasize that they have now
worn away and fallen out (7). The imagery
transforms dental deterioration into a broader

emblem of lost youth, because the brilliance of
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the former teeth symbolizes vitality and
beauty, while their disappearance reflects the
erosive action of time. Other bodily signs
include a bent back, altered complexion,
weakened limbs, impaired vision, white hair,
and diminished sensory resilience. In one
group of verses, the poet combines a crooked
back, transformed facial appearance, rough
legs, altered teeth, and visual misperception
into a composite representation of bodily
decline. In another, white hair is depicted as
snow resting upon a dark mountain, turning a
visible sign of age into a natural image. The
recurrent contrast between the upright cypress
and the bent “daruneh” is especially important
because it converts the transition from youth to
old age into a transformation of bodily form.
Similarly, the comparison between a fresh tulip
leaf and a withered apple conveys the loss of
bodily freshness and vitality. Such imagery
corresponds to the broader Khorasani
tendency toward concrete description and
direct sensory representation (1). At the same
time, Rudaki does not restrict aging to
appearance: he also depicts altered bodily
function, diminished tolerance, and reduced
capacity for physical activity. Youth is
remembered as a period of work, movement,
pleasure, and effective engagement with the
surrounding world, whereas old age is marked
by increased vulnerability and reduced bodily
competence. Thus, the body becomes the
most immediate register through which

irreversible temporal change is made visible.

The second major set of findings concerns the
psychological, emotional, social, economic,
and philosophical implications of aging.
Rudaki associates the loss of youth with
diminished poetic fluency and the heaviness of
poetic temperament, suggesting that aging
affects not only the body but also a central
component of his artistic identity. For a court
poet, such a decline had potential social
consequences because verbal skill was
closely tied to prestige, patronage, and
material reward. The poet also contrasts the
greater joy of the past with the increased
sorrow of the present, thereby presenting
aging as an affective rebalancing of life.
Memories of beautiful beloveds, hidden
encounters, and youthful pleasures become
signs of a lost emotional world, while
recollections of Samanid patronage, wealth,
gifts, fame, and recognition emphasize
changes in social and economic position (7).
This dimension culminates in the symbolic
combination of the staff and the bag: the staff
signifies bodily weakness, while the bag
evokes reduced material circumstances and a
diminished worldly position. At a broader
philosophical level, however, Rudaki interprets
these personal losses within a cosmological
vision of perpetual transformation. The world
is described as continuously turning, so that
pain may become remedy, new things become
old, deserts become gardens, and gardens
become wastelands. Aging therefore appears
as one manifestation of a universal law of

change. This perspective corresponds with
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broader discussions of instability and the
unpredictability of worldly fortune in readings
of early Persian literature (11). Rudaki also
attributes the ultimate source of change to
divine decree rather than astrological
misfortune alone, thus placing human decline
within an order beyond individual control. His
reflections on death further expand the theme:
worldly life is temporary, human beings
ultimately enter the grave alone, and beauty,
companionship, wealth, and comfort cannot
prevent mortality. In this way, personal aging
becomes the experiential point from which
Rudaki moves toward a more general
meditation on impermanence, destiny, and
death.

In conclusion, the thematic structure of old age
in Rudaki’'s poetry is multidimensional and
cannot be reduced to a simple lament over
bodily decline. Aging is represented through a
coordinated set of physical, sensory,
psychological, emotional, social, economic,
and existential changes. The physical signs of
old age are the most immediately visible, but
their poetic significance lies in the way they
become evidence of lost youth, diminished
capacity, and irreversible temporal movement.
Rudaki’s images of fallen teeth, whitened hair,
bent posture, weakened Ilimbs, sensory
decline, withered vegetation, the transformed
cypress, the staff, and the bag give concrete
form to experiences that might otherwise
remain abstract. At the same time, aging
affects poetic ability, emotional vitality,

romantic experience, social prestige, material

prosperity, and the poet’s understanding of his
own position in the world. The recurring
contrast between “then” and “now” serves as
one of the principal structural mechanisms
through  which this transformation is
articulated. Yet Rudaki’s response is neither
simple resistance nor peaceful acceptance.
His poetry contains regret, grief, nostalgia, and
awareness of loss, but these responses
ultimately coexist with recognition of the
universal instability of worldly conditions and
the inevitabilty of human  mortality.
Accordingly, his treatment of old age moves
from autobiographical experience toward a
broader anthropological and existential vision.
The importance of these poems therefore lies
not only in their historical antiquity but also in
their capacity to formulate aging as an
integrated human experience in which the
body, memory, emotion, social identity, and
awareness of mortality become inseparable.
Rudaki’s poetry thus provides one of the
earliest and most substantial Persian poetic
models for understanding the passage from
youth to old age as both a personal
transformation and a universal condition of

human existence.
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