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Abstract

One of the branches of modern stylistics is the feminine style or feminine writing, which has drawn the attention of sociolinguists. The
key issue in this article is the nature of the feminine style in the works of Zoya Pirzad based on the content layer. Research on women's
literature and the stylistic analysis of their works, including those of Zoya Pirzad, is of great significance and necessity in gaining insight
into their inner world and understanding their struggles and pains, as a substantial part of women's literature differs from that of men. The
primary objective of this study is to identify the structural and content-related characteristics of Zoya Pirzad’s novels through the lens of
feminine stylistics. This study employs a layered method, specifically focusing on the content layer. The research findings indicate that
highlighting severe discrimination between men and women in terms of moral standards and the concept of human freedom is among
Zoya Pirzad’s primary goals. The distinctive features of Pirzad’s works, in terms of content, are inherently feminine and closely tied to
gender. In fact, themes such as women's existential concerns, identity formation, anti-masculinity, and the struggle for equality
prominently manifest in Pirzad’s works. Zoya Pirzad has fully undertaken the mission of elucidating natural justice between the two sexes,
striving not only to demonstrate the oppression inflicted on women by traditional norms but also to affirm their ability to compete with
and surpass men—provided they recognize their worth as complete human beings with equal rights and responsibilities.

Keywords: feminine style, Zoya Pirzad, identity formation, anti-masculinity, content layer.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Women's fiction in Iran has evolved as a
significant domain in Persian literature,
particularly in the works of Zoya Pirzad, whose
narratives reflect the unique characteristics of
feminine style in storytelling. The present
study aims to explore the essence of the
feminine style in Pirzad's works, specifically
based on the content layer. Feminine writing,
as a branch of modern stylistics, has gained
scholarly attention due to its distinctive
linguistic and thematic features that
differentiate it from  male-dominated
narratives. The importance of analyzing
women's literature, particularly through the
lens of feminine stylistics, lies in uncovering
the inner world of female writers and their
perspectives on gender-based struggles,
societal constraints, and individual aspirations.
In Pirzad’s works, issues such as existential
concerns, identity formation, anti-masculinity,
and the pursuit of equality are recurrent
themes, forming the foundation of her literary
identity. The core objective of this research is
to dissect the structural and thematic attributes
of Pirzad’s novels, demonstrating how her
writing embodies a feminine stylistic approach.
By employing a layered analysis, this study
delves into the content level of her works,
revealing the ways in which Pirzad constructs
a gender-conscious narrative. The findings
indicate that her literature actively engages
with the tensions between traditional gender

roles and contemporary aspirations of women,

advocating for the recognition of female
subjectivity as an integral component of
literary discourse (2).

Theoretical investigations into feminine writing
suggest that women's language in literature
possesses distinct characteristics that are
influenced by gendered socialization. Pirzad's
narratives exemplify these stylistic distinctions
through her emphasis on emotional depth,
detailed domestic settings, and introspective
character development. Scholars argue that
women’s literature historically  faced
marginalization due to patriarchal linguistic
structures that privileged male-centered
narratives (12). Feminine stylistics, therefore,
seeks to challenge these normative paradigms
by foregrounding the unique voices of female
authors. The application of content-layer
analysis in this study highlights Pirzad’s
nuanced depiction of women’s lived
experiences, positioning her works as pivotal
contributions to the feminist literary tradition.
Within her novels, the portrayal of gender-
based discrimination is not merely a passive
reflection of reality but an active critique of
entrenched social hierarchies. The thematic
exploration of oppression and resistance in her
novels aligns with the broader objectives of
feminist literary criticism, emphasizing how
storytelling serves as a conduit for ideological
contestation. Through her engagement with
themes of gender, power, and identity, Pirzad
constructs a literary space where female

agency is both questioned and asserted,
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making her work a valuable subject of
scholarly inquiry (25).

An essential aspect of Pirzad’s feminine style
is its preoccupation with identity formation,
which emerges as a central motif in her novels.
The protagonists in her narratives frequently
grapple with questions of selfhood, autonomy,
and societal expectations, reflecting the
broader struggle of women to negotiate their
place within patriarchal structures. The
trajectory of female characters in her works
often involves a movement from passive
conformity to active self-assertion, illustrating
the transformative potential of feminine
consciousness. This process of self-realization
is underscored by the use of introspective
monologues, fragmented narratives, and
nonlinear storytelling techniques that reflect
the complexities of female subjectivity.
Scholars have noted that such stylistic choices
disrupt conventional narrative structures,
allowing for a more authentic representation of
women’s lived realities (14). By centering the
female experience in her narratives, Pirzad
challenges dominant literary norms that have
historically relegated women’s voices to the
margins. Her novels serve as a medium
through which women’s personal and
collective histories are articulated, fostering a
discourse that affirms the legitimacy of female
perspectives in literature.

Another critical dimension of Pirzad’s literary
approach is the depiction of gender dynamics,
particularly in relation to male characters who

embody varying degrees of patriarchal

authority. In her works, male figures often
function as both antagonists and foils to the
female protagonists, reinforcing the thematic
concern with gender-based power
imbalances. The representation of masculinity
in her narratives is complex, oscillating
between oppressive and redeeming qualities.
While some male characters epitomize
traditional notions of dominance and control,
others are depicted as allies who challenge
societal norms alongside their female
counterparts. This dualistic portrayal serves to
complicate essentialist readings of gender
relations, suggesting that feminist discourse
must account for the multiplicity of male
identities (22). By engaging with these
tensions, Pirzad’s novels not only critique the
limitations imposed upon women but also
interrogate the rigid expectations placed upon
men. This nuanced exploration of gender roles
contributes to a broader understanding of how
literature can function as a site of ideological
resistance, offering alternative frameworks for
conceptualizing identity and power.

In addition to its thematic richness, Pirzad’s
style is marked by its engagement with
everyday experiences, particularly in the
context of domestic life. Her novels frequently
depict the routines, challenges, and emotional
landscapes of women navigating familial and
societal obligations. The attention to detail in
these depictions serves to elevate the
seemingly mundane aspects of women’s lives,
imbuing them with literary significance. This

narrative strategy aligns with the feminist
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project of reclaiming domestic spaces as
legitimate sites of intellectual and creative
expression. Scholars have observed that such
portrayals challenge traditional literary
hierarchies that have historically prioritized
grand narratives over intimate, personal
experiences (10). By situating her stories
within the framework of everyday life, Pirzad
redefines the parameters of what constitutes
meaningful storytelling, asserting that the
personal is indeed political. Her ability to
weave social critique into the fabric of daily
existence underscores the transformative
potential of literature in shaping cultural
consciousness.

In conclusion, the examination of Pirzad’'s
works through the lens of feminine stylistics
reveals the depth and complexity of her literary
contributions. Her engagement with themes of
gender inequality, identity formation, and
domestic life positions her as a significant
figure in contemporary Persian literature.
Through her innovative narrative techniques
and thematic concerns, she challenges the
dominant literary paradigms that have
historically marginalized women’s voices. By
foregrounding female subjectivity, she not only
provides a platform for exploring women’s
experiences but also contributes to the
broader discourse on gender and power. The
findings of this study affirm that Pirzad’s novels
encapsulate the essence of feminine style,
demonstrating how literature can serve as
both a mirror of societal realities and a catalyst

for ideological transformation. As feminist

literary scholarship continues to evolve, the
works of authors like Pirzad will remain crucial
in advancing discussions on the intersection of

gender, narrative, and cultural identity.
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