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Abstract

In lyrical literature, emotions are sometimes so deeply embedded within the text that their impact transcends time and space. One such
example is the emotions of Sadegh Behrangi in his story 24 Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness, which are evoked in such a way that they
engage the reader moment by moment throughout the narrative. To the extent that the reader, along with the innocent children in the story,
becomes disillusioned with life and is drawn into the depths of the narrative. The story presents a more novel content compared to other
works, as it alludes to the stifling reality of a repressive society and demonstrates the close relationship between Behrangi’s creative
artistry and his surrounding environment. It stands in stark contrast to the Russian Formalists' notions of stagnation, regression, and the
antiquation of concepts inherited from past literary works, which are minimally evident in the storytelling technique of this work. What is
primarily considered in this research is the alignment of Sadegh Behrangi’s thoughts and perceptions with the fluid truths and realities of
life, which engage in a universal struggle of the oppressed against the tyranny of the oppressors. The story’s core concepts are more
aligned with the general beliefs and theories of society rather than being a mere projection of the author’s personal thoughts and
perceptions. If a literary work remains confined to an author's individual insights without broader social relevance, its influence, no matter
how aesthetically or intellectually valuable, will not endure and will lose credibility over time. This study examines Behrangi’s 24 Hours
in Sleep and Wakefulness through a comparative analysis with Russian Formalism and Jakobson’s "Death of the Author" perspective.
The research has been conducted using an analytical-descriptive and library-based method to provide insights for literary analysts.

Keywords: 24 Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness, urban modernity, youth disillusionment, structuralism, Jakobson’s Death of the Author
theory, Russian Formalism.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The study explores the alignment between
Sadegh Behrangi’s short story 24 Hours in
Sleep and Wakefulness and Jakobson’s
Russian Formalist theory, specifically the
concept of the "Death of the Author."
Behrangi’'s literary contributions are deeply
rooted in the socio-political realities of his time,
portraying the struggles of marginalized and
impoverished individuals. His works transcend
mere storytelling; they serve as vehicles for
ideological discourse, advocating for social
justice and political awareness. Unlike the
Russian Formalists, who emphasized the
autonomy of literary texts and dismissed
external influences such as historical and
sociological contexts, Behrangi’s narratives
are deeply interwoven with his lived
experiences and the broader socio-political
landscape of Iran. His characters are not
abstract archetypes but rather embodiments of
real struggles faced by the oppressed classes.

The study examines how Behrangi's
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storytelling techniques challenge the Formalist
insistence on artistic detachment and instead
establish a direct connection between
literature and societal transformation. This
research employs a comparative analytical
approach, contrasting Behrangi’'s narrative
structure with the core tenets of Russian
Formalism. While Formalists like Jakobson
posited that the meaning of a text should be
derived independently of the author's
intentions or historical background, Behrangi’s
work demands an engagement with context.
His 24 Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness not
only portrays individual suffering but also
serves as a critiqgue of systemic oppression,
making it an ideal subject for interrogating the
limitations of Formalist approaches. This
investigation reveals that despite Formalist
claims of textual autonomy, literature cannot
be entirely divorced from the realities that
shape its creation, a notion that finds particular

resonance in Behrangi’'s works.
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Behrangi’'s approach to storytelling aligns
more closely with structuralist interpretations
that emphasize the interrelations between text
and cultural context rather than with Formalist
notions of self-contained literary works. His
narratives, while deeply personal, are also
collective, reflecting the struggles of an entire
generation disenfranchised by political
repression and economic disparity. In 24
Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness, Behrangi
employs a blend of realism and allegory to
highlight the stark divide between the
privileged and the underprivileged. The
protagonist’s journey, marked by suffering and
existential despair, mirrors the lived
experiences of countless individuals subjected
to social and economic hardships. This
narrative strategy directly counters the
Formalist notion that literary works should be
evaluated solely on the basis of their intrinsic
linguistic and structural qualities (3).
Behrangi’'s insistence on embedding real-life
concerns within his fiction underscores a
broader theoretical debate regarding the role
of literature in society. Should literary texts
function as self-referential aesthetic artifacts,
as the Formalists contended, or should they
serve as instruments of social critique and
transformation? The study argues that
Behrangi’'s work exemplifies the latter,
positioning literature as a medium through
which suppressed voices can be heard and
systemic injustices can be exposed. This
challenges the Formalist claim that meaning

resides solely within the structure of the text

and instead affirms the notion that literature is
fundamentally shaped by its social and
political context.

A key aspect of Behrangi’'s narrative style that
undermines Formalist doctrines is his use of
folklore and oral storytelling traditions. 24
Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness is deeply
rooted in the storytelling traditions of Persian
literature, drawing upon folkloric motifs and
communal storytelling practices to craft a
narrative that resonates with the lived
experiences of his readers. This aligns with
Propp’s structuralist analysis of folklore, which
suggests that narratives derive their meaning
from recurring structural elements rather than
from purely aesthetic considerations (3).
Behrangi’s deliberate engagement with
folklore also serves to further detach his work
from the Formalist preoccupation with
literariness, as he prioritizes accessibility and
reader engagement over experimental
formalism. This technique not only makes his
stories more relatable but also ensures their
continued relevance across different social
and historical contexts. Unlike the Formalists,
who sought to isolate literature from external
influences, Behrangi embraces intertextuality,
allowing historical and cultural narratives to
shape his fiction. By doing so, he effectively
subverts the Formalist principle of textual
autonomy, demonstrating that literary meaning
is inextricably linked to the socio-political
conditions in which a text is produced and
consumed. His approach underscores the

limitations of Formalist criticism, revealing that
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the impact of a literary work extends beyond
its linguistic features to encompass broader
ideological and historical dimensions.

The study also considers the implications of
Jakobson’s "Death of the Author" theory in the
context of Behrangi’'s storytelling. While
Jakobson and his contemporaries argued that
the author’s biography should not influence
textual interpretation, Behrangi's work resists
such detachment. His narratives are deeply
autobiographical, informed by his experiences
as a teacher and social activist. The
protagonist in 24 Hours in Sleep and
Wakefulness is not merely a fictional construct
but a reflection of the author’'s own ideological
struggles and personal encounters with
injustice. This challenges the Formalist claim
that literature should be analyzed in isolation
from its creator's identity. Behrangi's
storytelling is an act of resistance, a means of
documenting  the  struggles of the
disenfranchised and calling attention to their
plight. The notion that an author’s presence
should be erased from their work contradicts
the very essence of Behrangi’s literary
mission, which is to give voice to those who
have been silenced. The study demonstrates
that while Formalist theories have contributed
to the evolution of literary criticism, their
insistence on textual autonomy fails to account
for the socio-political dimensions of literature.
Behrangi’'s narratives reaffirm the enduring
relevance of authorial intent, illustrating that
literature is not merely an aesthetic enterprise

but a powerful tool for social change.

Furthermore, the research highlights the

contrast between Behrangi’s moral
engagement and the Formalist principle of
aesthetic neutrality. Whereas the Formalists
sought to divorce literature from ethical
considerations, Behrangi’'s fiction is
inseparable from its moral imperatives. 24
Hours in Sleep and Wakefulness is not simply
a work of art; it is an ethical statement, a
critigue of social hierarchies and economic
injustices. This aligns with more contemporary
literary theories that advocate for an ethical
approach to literature, recognizing the
capacity of fiction to shape public
consciousness and inspire collective action
(5). Behrangi’s commitment to social realism
further distances him from the Formalist
tradition, reinforcing the argument that
literature cannot be fully understood without
considering its ethical and ideological
dimensions. His work underscores the
necessity of literature as a means of
documenting  historical  struggles and
envisioning alternative futures. In doing so, he
aligns with a broader tradition of politically
engaged literature that resists the notion of
artistic detachment. The study asserts that by
prioritizing ethical engagement over aesthetic
formalism, Behrangi challenges the very
foundations of Formalist thought,
demonstrating that literature’s value cannot be
confined to its structural elements alone.

In conclusion, this study provides a critical
reassessment of Behrangi’s 24 Hours in Sleep

and Wakefulness through the lens of Russian
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Formalism and Jakobson’s "Death of the
Author" theory. It argues that while Formalist
approaches have contributed valuable insights
into the mechanics of literary texts, they
ultimately fall short in accounting for the socio-
political and ethical dimensions of literature.
Behrangi's work exemplifies the limitations of
Formalist criticism, illustrating that literature is
inherently shaped by historical realities and
ideological commitments. His use of folklore,
autobiographical elements, and moral
engagement positions his narratives in direct
opposition to the Formalist insistence on
textual autonomy. The findings suggest that a
more comprehensive approach to literary
criticism must incorporate both structural
analysis and contextual interpretation,
recognizing that literature serves not only as
an artistic endeavor but also as a means of
social resistance and historical
documentation. Through this comparative
analysis, the study underscores the enduring
significance of Behrangi’s work, highlighting its
continued relevance in contemporary literary

and socio-political discourse.
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