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Abstract

Modern epic poetry is one of the major movements in contemporary Persian poetry, whose epic characteristics have transformed in line
with changing historical conditions. Ahmad Shamloo, Ekhtiar Khavan, Siavash Kasrai, and Shafiei Kadkani are among the most prominent
figures of this movement, whose epic features stand out more than other contemporary poets. In this study, to describe the transformation
of the epic in line with new expressive needs, the epic features of the poetry of the aforementioned poets, along with the most notable
poets of the Revolution such as Nasrollah Mardani, Hamid Sabzevari, and Mousavi Garmaroudi, are categorized into three groups: content
features, linguistic features (the selection of words and phrases appropriate for the epic theme, the antiquity of phrases and syntactical
structures), and literary features (epic atmospheres, exaggeration, and the magnificent rhythm and music of the epic). This research is a
theoretical and qualitative study, and the most suitable method based on the subject and objectives of the research is the qualitative-
analytical approach. In this method, to gather information, the technique of note-taking from available resources in libraries was used, and
to draw conclusions or inferences, the method of concept and text analysis was applied. In most contemporary poets (especially before
the Revolution), a deep admiration for Iran leads them to focus on the glorious and majestic era of ancient Iran, causing every element
connected to the homeland to manifest in their poems. Epic, mythological, ritualistic elements, and even mythical creatures and epic tools
sometimes appear with fanatical anger—particularly in the poetry of Ekhtiar Khavan—sometimes with an optimistic and logical
perspective—in Siavash Kasrai’s poetry—sometimes in a peaceful manner alongside Islamic elements—in Shafiei Kadkani’s poetry—
and sometimes with a tone of admiration and pride—in the poetry of Tabriz and Nima Youshij. In general, an analysis of the data leads to
the conclusion that there are similarities and differences in terms of structure and content between the ancient epic of Ferdowsi and the
modern epic. From a linguistic perspective, the use of epic words is evident in both types of epic poetry; similarly, from a literary
perspective, the use of common meters, internal and external music, exaggeration, and epic emotion is seen in both types of epic. From a
content perspective, patriotism and defense of the homeland are common aspects of both types of epic. The significant difference between
ancient and modern epics lies in the content of modern epics’ connection with social and political issues, which is a matter that holds less
importance in ancient epic poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The evolution of epic poetry in contemporary
Persian literature represents a significant shift
in both content and form when compared to its
classical counterparts. Epic poetry, which has
historically been a tool for expressing national
identity and the triumph of good over evil,

reflects the socio-political and cultural context
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of the time. One of the most notable
phenomena in modern Persian epic poetry is
its adaptation to the changing circumstances
of Iranian society. In particular, poets such as
Ahmad Shamlu, Mehdr Akhavan-Salis,
Siyavash Kasravi, and Mohammad Reza

Shafi‘1-Kadkanr,
reshaped the traditional concept of epic

among others, have
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poetry, imbuing it with new stylistic and
thematic elements. This paper aims to explore
the transformation of epic features in the works
of these poets, with a particular focus on the
linguistic, content-related, and literary
characteristics that define contemporary
Persian epic poetry.

Epic poetry in its classical form, as exemplified
by the Shahnameh of Ferdowsi, is
characterized by its focus on national heroes,
mythological motifs, and the eternal struggle
between good and evil. However,
contemporary epic poetry reflects a
fundamental shift in both its thematic content
and linguistic expression. In order to
categorize the transformation of epic elements
in contemporary poetry, this research divides
the analysis into three key areas: 1) content-
related features, 2) linguistic features, and 3)
literary features. The study examines how
poets of the contemporary epic genre utilize
classical themes, while simultaneously
adapting these elements to address
contemporary social and political issues. This
paper adopts a qualitative-analytical method,
combining library research with textual and
conceptual analysis.

A central feature of Persian epic poetry is the
depiction of mythical heroes who embody the
virtues of bravery, loyalty, and patriotism.
These elements have remained a prominent
feature in both classical and contemporary
epic works. However, contemporary poets,
unlike their classical predecessors, have

begun to incorporate themes related to

modern social and political struggles,
reflecting the realities of their time. For
instance, poets such as Akhavan-Salis and
Kasravi infuse their work with elements of
resistance, rebellion, and hope for social
justice, often framing their poetic heroes in a
context of modern political and cultural conflict.
This transformation in content is particularly
evident in the ways in which poets reflect on
the political upheavals of their era, such as the
1953 coup in Iran. The poems written in
response to these events serve as a form of
resistance, drawing on national myths to
inspire resilience and defiance against political
oppression.

Linguistically, the poets of contemporary epic
poetry have been heavily influenced by the
classical Persian literary tradition, yet they also
employ new strategies to create a distinct
style. The linguistic choices in modern epic
poetry often combine archaic words and
expressions with contemporary language,
creating a hybrid linguistic system that bridges
the gap between the past and the present. This
technique is particularly evident in the works of
Akhavan-Salis and Kasravi, who use elevated,
heroic diction alongside modern expressions
to evoke both the grandeur of the past and the
immediacy of the present. Additionally, the
syntax of modern epic poetry often mimics the
formal structures of classical Persian, yet
incorporates  pauses, disruptions, and
rhythmic breaks that lend the poetry a more
contemporary and dynamic feel. These

stylistic innovations are designed to evoke the
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musicality and grandeur of epic poetry, while
also making it more accessible to modern
audiences.

A key literary feature in contemporary Persian
epic poetry is the reimagining of traditional
mythical figures and themes. While classical
Persian epic poetry often idealized historical
and mythological figures like Rostam and
Sohrab,
reinterpreted these figures to reflect the

contemporary poets have

struggles and aspirations of modern Iranians.
In this reimagining, figures such as Rostam
are transformed into symbols of resistance,
not only against foreign invaders but also
against social and political injustice. For
example, Shamlu's use of mythical heroes
takes on a new dimension, as these figures are
portrayed not as passive recipients of fate but
as active agents who confront modern
challenges. Similarly, Kasravi and Shafi1-
Kadkani incorporate contemporary social
concerns into their poetic worlds, positioning
their heroes as embodiments of collective
hopes for a better future.

Despite the notable similarities between
classical and modern epic poetry in terms of
linguistic structure and the use of heroic
motifs, one of the most significant differences
lies in the thematic content. In classical epic
poetry, the focus was largely on the
glorification of the past, often centered on the
ancient Persian Empire and its heroes. By
contrast, contemporary poets engage with the
present and the future, reflecting on social

struggles, political resistance, and the ongoing

transformation of Iranian society. This shift
reflects the broader changes in Iranian society
during the 20th and 21st centuries, including
the modernization of culture, the rise of
political activism, and the widespread
disillusionment with traditional forms of
authority. As a result, modern epic poetry often
addresses issues of political resistance, social
justice, and national identity in ways that
classical epic poetry did not.

The role of mythological and symbolic
elements in contemporary Persian epic poetry
cannot be overstated. While the ancient myths
of Persia, such as those found in the
Shahnameh, continue to serve as a source of
inspiration, modern poets have redefined
these myths to suit the needs and concerns of
the contemporary world. Shamlu, for example,
draws upon ancient Persian and Islamic
mythological figures, but he adapts them to
represent modern ideals of resistance, justice,
and human dignity. Similarly, poets like
Kasravi and Shafi'i-Kadkant have utilized
elements of Persian and Islamic mythology to
critique the political and social injustices of
their time. Through their reinvention of myth,
these poets offer new visions of heroism and
national identity that resonate with the political
and cultural struggles of modern Iran.

In conclusion, the evolution of epic poetry from
its classical form to its modern incarnation
reflects a profound transformation in both its
content and form. While classical Persian epic
poetry emphasized national pride and the

mythological hero, contemporary poets have

NV.N
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adapted these elements to address the social
and political realities of their time. Through
their innovative use of language, mythology,
and literary forms, poets such as Shamlu,
Akhavan-Salis, Kasravi, and Shafi‘1-Kadkant
have revitalized the epic genre, creating a new
space for the expression of modern Iranian
identity. The study of these transformations
offers valuable insights into the ways in which
literature reflects and shapes the broader

social and political changes of a given era.
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