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Abstract

Critical discourse analysis regards language as a social and ideological practice and examines its relationship with power
and social inequalities. Among the approaches developed in this field, Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional framework—
description, interpretation, and explanation—is one of the most comprehensive. Focusing on Fairclough’s explanatory level,
the present study analyzes the discourse of Seyyed Ashraf al-Din Hosseini (Nasim-e Shomal), a poet and journalist of the
Constitutional era, within the context of the Qajar Minor Despotism. The study aims to explain the relationship between this
discourse and prevailing structures of power and dominant ideology and to assess its role in either reproducing or
transforming these structures. The findings indicate that Nasim-e Shomal’s discourse engages in a form of “adaptive
resistance” through a purposeful duality characterized by explicit criticism veiled in humor, prayer, and allegory. By
deconstructing legitimizing concepts such as the “Shadow of God,” delegitimizing hypocritical clerics, and challenging the
ideology of fatalism, he constructs a critical discourse that, through an oral network of dissemination, develops into a
pervasive force for awakening the collective consciousness. The results suggest that Nasim-e Shomal’s discourse, emerging
from the oppressive conditions of authoritarian rule, ultimately contributed to the transformation of structures that
legitimized absolute monarchy and advanced a new conception of legitimacy grounded in justice and the national will.
Keywords: critical discourse analysis, Norman Fairclough, explanatory level, Nasim-e Shomal, discursive duality, adaptive
resistance.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Language and literature constitute some of the

most enduring cultural and social resources
through which societies articulate collective
identities, negotiate systems of meaning, and
reproduce or challenge relations of power.
This function becomes particularly visible
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during periods of political crisis, when literary
discourse transcends aesthetic expression
and assumes an explicity social and
ideological role. The Iranian Constitutional era

represents one of the clearest historical
instances of such a transformation, as poetry,
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journalism, satire, and popular forms of
communication became crucial arenas for
criticizing authoritarian rule and disseminating
new ideas concerning justice, law, citizenship,
and national sovereignty. Within this context,
Seyyed Ashraf al-Din Hosseini, widely known
as Nasim-e Shomal, emerged as one of the
most influential poet-journalists of the
Constitutional period. Through the newspaper
Nasim-e Shomal and the poems later collected
in Divan-e Bagh-e Behesht, he employed
accessible language, humor, allegory, prayer,
irony, and popular poetic forms to
communicate complex political and social
criticism to audiences extending well beyond
educated elites (8, 9). His poetic discourse
was produced during a historical period
marked by political repression, censorship, the
suppression of constitutional institutions, and
an acute crisis of legitimacy within the Qajar
monarchy, particularly during the Minor
Despotism. The Constitutional Revolution
simultaneously generated new political
vocabularies and intensified struggles over the
meanings of legitimate authority, religion,
justice, and popular sovereignty (3, 11).
Against this background, the present study
examines Nasim-e Shomal’s discourse not
merely as literary satire but as a form of social
practice embedded in concrete relations of
power. Its primary objective is to explain how
the political structures and dominant
ideologies of the Qajar period shaped his
discursive strategies and, conversely, how his
discourse

participated in  questioning,

destabilizing, and potentially transforming
those structures.

The theoretical framework of the study is
Norman Fairclough’s critical discourse
analysis, with particular emphasis on the
explanatory level of his three-dimensional
model. Critical discourse analysis
conceptualizes language as a form of social
practice and seeks to clarify the dialectical
relationship between discourse, ideology,
social structures, and power. Rather than
treating linguistic forms as autonomous
phenomena, this approach investigates how
texts are produced within historically specific
social relations and how they contribute to the
reproduction or transformation of those
relations (2, 5). Fairclough’s framework
proceeds through three interconnected levels:
description, which examines vocabulary,
grammar, and textual structures;
interpretation, which explores the interaction
between textual cues and participants’
background knowledge; and explanation,
which situates discourse within broader social
processes and relations of power. The
explanatory level is particularly important for
the present study because it asks how
institutional, situational, and societal structures
determine the production of discourse and
how discourse, in turn, supports or challenges
existing arrangements of power (2). This
approach also intersects with broader
traditions of critical discourse studies in which
ideology is understood as a system of values,

assumptions, and representations that may
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normalize unequal relations and render
historically contingent structures seemingly
natural or inevitable (7). At the same time,
discourse operates not simply as a passive
reflection of domination but as a field of
struggle in which competing representations
and subject positions may emerge. Foucault’s
account of the relationship between discourse
and power similarly emphasizes that speech is
regulated by institutional conditions while also
functioning as a possible site of resistance
(10). Accordingly, the study conceptualizes
Nasim-e Shomal’'s poetic and journalistic
language as a contested discursive practice
located between coercive political structures
and emergent constitutionalist aspirations.

Methodologically, the study adopts a
gualitative and interpretive approach centered
on critical textual analysis of selected poems
and discursive patterns in Nasim-e Shomal’s
works. The analysis focuses primarily on the
explanatory guestions derived from
Fairclough’s model: which relations of power
shaped Nasim-e Shomal's discourse; which
ideological assumptions were reproduced,
rejected, or reinterpreted within his language;
and whether his discourse ultimately
functioned to preserve or transform existing
social relations. Although the study privileges
the explanatory level, attention is also paid to
the linguistic and rhetorical mechanisms
through which broader social meanings are
realized, including repetition, metaphor, irony,
oppositional vocabulary, colloquial diction,

religious intertextuality, animal allegory, and

direct address. Such features are relevant
because the formal organization of discourse
provides the textual resources through which
social meanings become intelligible (1, 12).
The study also draws conceptually on the
understanding of textual cohesion and
semantic relations associated with Halliday
and Hasan, particularly insofar as linguistic
choices participate in the construction of
coherent ideological positions (6). Historically,
the selected discourse is interpreted in relation
to the political environment of the Minor
Despotism, when censorship, newspaper
closures,

political persecution, and

suppression of dissent significantly
constrained direct political expression (3, 11).
Under these conditions, the coexistence of
explicit criticism and strategically indirect
expression became a defining feature of
Nasim-e Shomal’s discourse. This study
conceptualizes that combination as “adaptive
resistance”: a discursive strategy through
which  the speaker remains actively
oppositional while modifying the mode of
expression in response to structural
constraints. Humor, prayer, allegory, and
apparently simple popular narratives therefore
cannot be reduced to stylistic ornamentation;
they constitute techniques through which
politically dangerous meanings could circulate
while maintaining a degree of protection from
censorship and repression.

The findings indicate, first, that Nasim-e
Shomal’s discourse was deeply shaped by the

authoritarian structure of the Qajar state while
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simultaneously undermining the ideological
foundations of that structure. Political
repression did not eliminate opposition but
altered its discursive form, encouraging coded,
multilayered, and strategically ambiguous
modes of expression. Nasim-e Shomal’s use
of satire exemplifies this dynamic: criticism
could be unmistakable to politically informed
audiences while remaining formally embedded
in humorous or allegorical compositions. His
language repeatedly exposed corruption,
arbitrary authority, the abuse of public
resources, and the convergence of political
and economic interests. Such representations
destabilized the official image of monarchical
authority by contrasting claims of legitimate
governance with the lived experience of
injustice and exploitation. A particularly
significant component of this process was the
discursive deconstruction of the traditional
doctrine of royal legitimacy. Concepts such as
the monarch as the “Shadow of God,” which
had historically contributed to sacralizing
kingship, were reinterpreted through a moral
framework in which justice rather than royal
status became the criterion of legitimate
authority. Through this maneuver, the signifier
associated with divine legitimacy was retained
while its ideological referent was transformed.
Nasim-e Shomal also connected
constitutionalism  with  justice, divine
command, and the welfare of the people,
thereby generating an alternative discourse of
legitimacy that displaced authority from the

person of the monarch toward law, justice, and

collective consent (4, 9). This process
corresponds closely to Fairclough’s
understanding of discourse as a site in which
established social meanings may be
rearticulated and existing power relations
challenged (5). The poet’s rhetorical strategy
was consequently not merely oppositional in a
direct political sense; it involved a deeper
ideological struggle over the meanings
through which political authority itself could be
recognized as legitimate or illegitimate.

A second major finding concerns Nasim-e
Shomal’'s  confrontation  with  religious
legitimation, fatalism, and political passivity.
Rather than rejecting religious discourse, he
appropriated religious concepts and redirected
them toward an emancipatory and justice-
oriented interpretation. His criticism was
particularly directed at hypocritical clerics and
religious figures who used institutional
authority to justify oppression or pursue
personal interests. By placing corrupt religious
actors alongside political rulers, judges, and
other privileged groups, his discourse
symbolically exposed the structural alliance
between institutions that presented
themselves as morally distinct but functioned
collectively within systems of domination (9).
This strategy delegitimized not religion itself
but the instrumentalization of religion in
support of authoritarian power. At the same
time, Nasim-e Shomal challenged fatalistic
conceptions of history and politics that
portrayed suffering, inequality, and despotism

as unavoidable consequences of divine
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destiny. His reinterpretation of religious ideas
emphasized human responsibility, collective
agency, and the possibility of social
transformation. Instead of accepting “fate” as
a justification for passivity, his discourse urged
individuals and communities to act, awaken,
and participate in political change. This
ideological reorientation transformed the
subject position offered to the audience: the
passive recipient of destiny was replaced by
the active political subject capable of
participating in the production of a new social
order. Such a shift illustrates the capacity of
discourse to intervene in the relationship
between knowledge, identity, and social action
(2, 7). Equally important was the mode through
which this discourse circulated. Nasim-e
Shomal’s preference for simple diction,
rhythmic structures, memorable satire, and
forms compatible with oral recitation enabled
his poems to move beyond printed readership
and circulate through public gatherings,
coffeehouses, streets, and informal networks.
His discourse therefore acquired a popular
reach that distinguished it from forms of
political writing restricted to literate elites (8).
This public circulation transformed poetic
discourse into an instrument of social
mobilization and helped construct a collective
vocabulary of injustice, awakening,
constitutionalism, and resistance.

In conclusion, the analysis demonstrates that
Nasim-e Shomal’s critical discourse should be
understood as an active intervention in the

political and ideological conflicts of the Qajar

Constitutional period rather than merely as a
literary reflection of them. His discourse
emerged from an environment of censorship,
repression, and political instability, yet these
constraints also shaped the distinctive
strategies through which his criticism became
socially effective. The central characteristic of
his discourse was a purposeful duality in which
open opposition coexisted with tactical
indirection. Humor, satire, religious language,
prayer, irony, and allegory allowed him to
expose political corruption and injustice while
maintaining sufficient flexibility to continue
participating in the public sphere. This pattern
may be characterized as adaptive resistance
because it combined ideological consistency
with rhetorical adaptability. At the level of
political  legitimacy, Nasim-e  Shomal
destabilized the sacred foundations of
absolute monarchy and advanced justice, law,
and popular will as alternative principles of
authority. At the level of religious discourse, he
distinguished  emancipatory  faith  from
institutional  hypocrisy and transformed
religious language from an instrument of
submission into a resource for social criticism.
At the level of ideology, he challenged fatalism
and replaced political passivity with collective
responsibility and agency. Finally, through the
oral and popular circulation of his poetry, he
expanded the social reach of critical discourse
and contributed to the formation of a politically
conscious public. His poetry and journalism
thus functioned simultaneously as products of

a repressive social order and as forces
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directed toward its transformation. Viewed
through Fairclough’s explanatory framework,
Nasim-e Shomal’s discourse reveals the
dialectical relation between language and
social structure with particular clarity: power
constrained the forms through which criticism
could be expressed, while critical discourse,
by redefining legitimacy, exposing institutional
corruption, challenging ideological passivity,
and mobilizing collective consciousness,
participated in weakening the symbolic
foundations of absolutism and articulating a
new political horizon based on justice and

national will.
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