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Abstract

The theory of intertextuality asserts that no text comes into being independently and that a close relationship always exists between a
given text and those that preceded it. The present study initially aims to examine the influence of the Bahman-nama on Ferdowsi’s
Shahnameh and to identify various types of transtextuality and their manifestations in the Bahman-nama in comparison to the Shahnameh,
thereby opening new horizons for the analysis of classical literary texts. The element of time is one of the fundamental and essential
components in the creation of any narrative or fictional work; without this element, the occurrence of events becomes impossible. Narrative
unfolds within the dimension of time, and the structure of the narrative is formed through the temporal oscillations of the epic and its
analeptic and proleptic sequences. In addition to intertextual analysis of the grand epic Bahman-nama, the praiseworthy work of the sage
Iranshah ibn Abi al-Khayr, this paper will address the role of the spatiotemporal components in the narrative of the Bahman-nama.
Decoding the narrative structure of the Bahman-nama based on Gérard Genette’s narratological theories constitutes one of the central
objectives of this research.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The intertextual relationship between the
Bahman-nama and Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh
serves as the foundational concern of this
study, which explores the application of
Gérard Genette’'s transtextuality theory—
particularly his typology of time and narrative
anachronism—to Persian epic literature.
Intertextuality, as articulated by structuralists
such as Bakhtin, Kristeva, Barthes, and fully
systematized by Genette, presumes that no
literary work exists in isolation but is formed in
constant dialogue with its predecessors.
Within the Bahman-nama, this interaction
manifests in the form of explicit, implicit, and
allusive references to Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh,
revealing a complex web of textual influence
and creative reinterpretation. These

relationships, according to  Genette’s
framework, are not confined to mere quotation
or parody but extend to deeper textual
dependencies such as paratextuality,
metatextuality, architextuality, and
hypertextuality. Genette's temporal theory

further enriches this inquiry by distinguishing
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between “story time” and “narrative time,”
thereby illuminating how the Bahman-nama
deliberately manipulates the sequencing of
events through analepsis (flashback) and
prolepsis (foreshadowing) to construct a
layered narrative temporality. The unique
narrative structure of Bahman-nama, thus,
offers a paradigmatic case to evaluate how
intertextuality and temporal disorder coalesce
to redefine the trajectory of Persian heroic
literature, transforming mimetic recollection
into a reflexive discourse on literary heritage
and narrative authority (1).

This study employs a qualitative, textual-
analytical method focused on the identification
of intertextual patterns and temporal strategies
in Bahman-nama. Through comparative
analysis with Shahnameh, the study identifies
the presence of explicit citations, stylistic
mimicry, and concealed allusions that signify a
deliberate appropriation of Ferdowsi’s epic
template. Furthermore, time is dissected
across three dimensions as proposed by
Genette: order (narrative sequencing),

duration (tempo of narrative), and frequency
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(repetition of narrative units). In tracing these
elements, key narrative sequences—such as
Bahman’s vengeance, his marriage to
Katayoun, the conspiracies with Lolou, the
subsequent wars, and the eventual downfall
through betrayal and supernatural forces—are
mapped to expose instances of both temporal
cohesion and disruption. Special attention is
given to how flashbacks (e.g., recollections of
Rustam or Zal's legacy) and prophetic dreams
oromens (e.g., Bahman’s dreams or Jamasp’s
predictions) create a temporally fluid narrative.
This method allows the research to capture
both structural and stylistic affinities and
departures between Bahman-nama and
Shahnameh, including their respective
approaches to fate, heroism, and moral
authority (2).

The findings reveal extensive usage of
Genette’s three types of intertextuality. Explicit
intertextuality is exemplified by verbatim or
closely paraphrased verses from the
Shahnameh, where even syntactic structures
and metaphoric expressions are preserved to
maintain stylistic fidelity. Implicit intertextuality
emerges in paraphrased scenes or borrowed
motifs, such as the depiction of duels, royal
banquets, or the archetype of the betrayed
hero, where the Bahman-nama emulates
without acknowledgment. Allusive or implicit
intertextuality is perhaps the most nuanced,
relying on the reader’s cultural literacy to
detect concealed references and mythic
echoes. For instance, the struggle between

Bahman and Lolou evokes the cosmic battle of

light and darkness, echoing Zoroastrian
dualism, while simultaneously referencing the
Shahnameh’s confrontation between good
and evil. The study also identifies narrative
parallels in the structure of the proem,
deployment of introductory invocations, and
use of dreams as portents of destiny.
Additionally, the Bahman-nama integrates
paratextual markers—such as dedications,
authorial voice, and framing devices—which
mirror those in Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh,
reinforcing the claim of literary succession
while providing a localized political and cultural
inflection unique to Iran-shah’s milieu (3).

From a narratological standpoint, the research
emphasizes how the Bahman-nama achieves
narrative  coherence through structured
manipulation of time. Regarding “order,” the
epic demonstrates a predominantly linear
progression  but  introduces  strategic
anachronies. Flashbacks are used to recall
past glories or unresolved grievances,
particularly in recounting Esfandiyar's death
and Bahman’s motivations for vengeance.
Proleptic  sequences occur frequently,
facilitated through prophetic dreams, auguries,
and the divinatory wisdom of Jamasp. These
not only advance the plot but serve a didactic
function, reinforcing the inevitability of fate. In
terms of “duration,” the text oscillates between
expansive descriptions of battles and abrupt
summaries of prolonged events, showcasing
Genette’s concepts of scene and summary.
Some sections, such as Bahman'’s journey to

Egypt and his romantic encounter with the
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Egyptian princess, are rendered with lyrical
elongation, whereas military campaigns are
often compressed for narrative momentum.
Lastly, the analysis of “frequency” reveals that
the Bahman-nama privileges singular, un-
repeated events, maintaining narrative
economy, but strategically employs iterative
and repetitive structures in emotional scenes
to heighten dramatic tension and poetic
impact. The rare use of repeated events—
especially laments and dirges—aligns with
oral epic traditions, where formulaic repetition
serves mnemonic and aesthetic purposes (5).
The study further delves into the unique
function of anachronism in the Bahman-nama,
where deviations from chronological linearity
are employed not merely for suspense or
narrative economy, but to establish ethical and
metaphysical commentary. Temporal
disorder, in the form of prophetic
foreshadowing and retrospective justification,
enables Iran-shah to reframe historical and
mythological memory. Bahman'’s visions, for
instance, are not just dramatic foils but
narrative  devices that project the
consequences of moral failure. His inability to
heed prophetic warnings, and his descent into
tyranny and vengeance, are presented as
foregone conclusions. Similarly, dreams and
visions in the Bahman-nama act as thresholds
to alternative temporal realities, allowing the
reader to simultaneously occupy past, present,
and future states. Such multiplicity of time is
also mirrored in the structural layering of

narratives, where embedded stories—like

Katayoun’s betrayal or the story of Rustam’s
death—function as narrative detours that
enrich the temporal and moral texture of the
epic. These findings align with Genette’s
proposition that anachronies are not
aberrations but narrative strategies designed
to enhance thematic complexity and reader
engagement (4).

In conclusion, this study affirms the Bahman-
nama as both a product of and a response to
the literary tradition inaugurated by the
Shahnameh. Its intertextual framework,
heavily reliant on Genette’s taxonomy, reveals
not only intentional homage but critical
rearticulation of heroic values and narrative
temporality. While replicating Ferdowsi’s epic
cadence, thematic dualism, and structural
grandeur, Iran-shah’s work introduces a
distinct ethical and temporal consciousness,
reflective of a different sociopolitical context
and literary agenda. The deployment of time—
through mechanisms of anachronism, tempo
variation, and frequency modulation—not only
enriches the narrative structure but serves as
a critical apparatus through which characters,
especially Bahman, are ethically and
existentially assessed. Thus, the Bahman-
nama stands as a palimpsest, layering
homage, innovation, and critique within its
poetic folds, and provides a vital case for
understanding the dynamics of narrative
temporality and intertextuality in Persian epic

literature.
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