w1 Ol g b s

sSe, &7 R & e .2 .
Lo iy 9T 38 (4T Wi g (ol GBS 38 39 jlowo (owiy
(S RSP o LUV SN PRI SR VESPIANE LUV ST PR S - S Ve
Ol edgin (oDl 3131 o315 dgie dmls ¢ sl Dlual 5 OL3 053 (5,53 (g ymiils L)

Ol g ol 13T o825 s Al e sl 5 0Lj s 5 Y

Mandana.alimi@iau.ac.ir :J s stie 5 Jool #

oS>

=N
L S 5Gme 5 oS wanlis 5355 0 15 Wojls b slins Sl O ok 4 ,ols oS ol B a3 Gl slas Ko o et 1 Sl 5l
4 ool Sloee 05SUSS slas )18 515U s (s et o 03 Ay 2L (b e Il Slad 3 S (o Oy lin a5 03,05 (BN IG s
23 5l G S ey s b sl hass 0l (o Sedan G gl e sl 5 U e ealie JUT (g ad sl 4 s JSKE
e Sl gl s g e 5 Skl ke s SRR 2l 0 G G el e bl L i 3T 3 T BB e s ol sl
o Oszmed $5lame 0SUSS Jails) 5 ie Sl ¢ o Slams 15151 (50,0 b ol o e e OLES sy slaal ol sl slad 5 )
el 0313 528 1y e O slwe Slagd B 0S5 b s 0L lzel 5 & slee (ol phan 5 Sl e 5 Sl (s 5 S (S
Jhozr ol s wlidle glaa 25 Ol (U o laaly Ll ST 53 page 2 4y e (e (3Ll 1 01 LS Sl Sl slad 58 03
S 5 S o o2 e i e ol ol 31 (6ol 8 ns o OLE U855 s 3l (5 e By ool 5 5led 25 5 (5 pns
Ll Ole digy 53 50 Jule ol il 5o Slaee gl el 4 e 8l pn BB 5 e gmime sl LB 5o (glms (slas ) daly 4 (¢
Al ol 4l sadze abae 5 sl i3l s ol jobe 5 S 5 b

Ol e dline 2 5T ol o3 iloms 1031 9S

D)0 s ol 5 DL et lme i BT 53 O1 28 5 ol G5 5 Slams s (VF08) (Gl pdidamms cnm 5 0l dams ¢ SOl g 5h15S Lo sdamn (Sl g LI5S 1 ol o g

N-vq

sl 8 5 oy 50 (CCBY-NC 4.0) 8155 U ollas 3151 oo s &y oty dlin ol LS ol sk 3 40 hate dlis ol izl G 5i> slei V08 ©

VPO (a0 tdbasl 06
Va0 sls e Ve :djfi)'L: @JU
VE0 sl WV 5y
VEO OLT 4yl Ol sl

VP ) fale ol b


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

VP8 Jbo ooy 0 lod quomiy 0390 ¢ owild Dlodl 9 Ol) duomis™ 4y 4l

A Study of Majaz in Jami’s Ghazals and Its Role in the Creation of Meaning

Mohammad Reza Keyvanloo Shahrestanaki', Mandana Alimi?*, Mohammad Sharif Hoseini®

1. Ph.D. Student, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Ma.C., Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Az.C., Islamic Azad University, Azadshahr, Gorgan, Iran
3. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Ma.C., Islamic Azad University, Mashhad, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: Mandana.alimi@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

Majaz is one of the most prominent rhetorical devices in Persian poetry, enabling poets to transcend the literal meanings of
words and express broader and more profound concepts through concise and artistically crafted language. The ghazals of
‘Abd al-Rahman Jami, a distinguished fifteenth-century Persian poet, abound in diverse forms of majaz that play a significant
role in shaping poetic imagery, conveying mystical concepts, and creating multiple layers of meaning. The present study
aims to examine the various types of majaz in Jami’s ghazals and elucidate their role in the creation of meaning. The study
employs a descriptive-analytical method and is based on the examination of selected examples from Jami’s ghazals. The
findings indicate that Jami expanded the semantic capacities of poetic language by employing various forms of metonymic
majaz (majaz mursal), rational majaz (majaz ‘aqli), and diverse figurative relations, including part—whole and whole—part
relations, cause—effect and effect—cause relations, content—container and container—content relations, instrumentality and
effect, contiguity, and reference to what something formerly was or will subsequently become. In his ghazals, majaz is not
merely a device for embellishing discourse; rather, it plays a crucial role in conveying mystical thought, expressing amorous
experiences, foregrounding the beloved’s beauty, and condensing complex spiritual concepts. An examination of the textual
evidence demonstrates that numerous abstract concepts—including love, mystical knowledge, union, spiritual wayfaring,
and divine truth—are represented through figurative usages in tangible and perceptible images. Accordingly, majaz in Jami’s
poetry constitutes an effective means of establishing a connection between expression and meaning and represents one of
the principal elements in the aesthetic and semantic construction of his ghazals.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Persian literary discourse has consistently

provided a major arena for the representation
of human emotions, intellectual reflections,
mystical ~ experiences, and  aesthetic
perceptions  through highly  developed
linguistic and rhetorical forms. Among the
principal mechanisms through which Persian
poets transcend the denotative limits of

language is majaz, or figurative usage based
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on a recognizable relation between the literal
meaning of an expression and its intended
nonliteral meaning. Unlike ordinary literal
statement, majaz allows the poet to condense
extensive emotional, philosophical, and
mystical implications into a limited verbal
structure and to direct the reader from an
immediately accessible meaning toward

deeper semantic possibilities. In classical
rhetoric, the effectiveness of literary language



VP8 Jbo ooy 0 lod quomiy 0390 ¢ owild Dlodl 9 Ol) duomis™ 4y 4l

is not restricted to lexical ornamentation;
rather, it depends on the appropriate
correspondence  between verbal form,
intended meaning, communicative situation,
and rhetorical purpose. Accordingly, majaz is
regarded as one of the central components of
the science of rhetoric because it enables the
speaker to communicate complex meanings
indirectly, concisely, and artistically (5, 6). The
operation of majaz requires both a contextual
indicator that prevents the literal interpretation
of the expression and a discernible semantic
relation—traditionally called ‘alagah—
between the literal and intended meanings (8,
9). From this perspective, figurative usage is
not an arbitrary substitution of one word for
another but a systematic semantic process
that guides the reader from the surface level of
language to a broader field of associations. Al-
Jurjani’'s understanding of majaz as one of the
precious resources of eloguence further
emphasizes its dual capacity to beautify
expression and bring meaning closer to the
recipient’'s mind (10). The significance of this
rhetorical device becomes patrticularly evident
in the ghazal, a highly compressed and
musically organized poetic form capable of
accommodating intense emotional states,
mystical insights, and sophisticated verbal
artistry (11, 13). The present study therefore
examines the principal types and semantic
relations of majaz in the ghazals of Nur al-Din
‘Abd al-Rahman Jami and investigates how

these figurative structures participate in the

creation, expansion, and intensification of
poetic meaning.

Jami, one of the most distinguished poets,
scholars, and Sufi thinkers of the Timurid
period, occupies a significant position in the
history of Persian literature because his works
unite literary refinement, theological learning,
mystical doctrine, and lyrical sensitivity. Born
in 1414 and deceased in 1492, Jami was
educated in important intellectual centers such
as Herat and Samargand and acquired
expertise in literature, Islamic sciences, music,
and various scholarly disciplines; his extensive
education and spiritual affiliations profoundly
influenced the intellectual and artistic structure
of his poetry (14, 15). His ghazals combine
amorous and mystical themes so closely that
the language of human love frequently
becomes a vehicle for expressing spiritual
yearning, divine beauty, mystical knowledge,
annihilation, union, and the stages of the Sufi
path. This fusion of erotic and mystical
discourse is one of the central stylistic features
of Jami’s lyric poetry and explains why many
of his expressions remain intentionally open to
both worldly and transcendent interpretations
(16). Contemporary scholarship has examined
several dimensions of Jami’s poetic and
intellectual world. Studies of coquetry and
supplication in his ghazals have demonstrated
that the relationship between lover and
beloved is structured through both earthly and
mystical registers and is reinforced by
rhetorical devices such as metaphor,

antithesis, irony, and semantic opposition (1).
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Other investigations have explored the
relationship between God and humanity in
Jami’'s  works, emphasizing revelation,
creation, guidance, spiritual trial, divine-human
intimacy, and the affective language through
which mystical relationships are articulated (2,
3). Research on Jami’s theological ideas has
also shown that his poetry engages with major
doctrinal issues, including prophecy, the
superiority and finality of the Prophet
Muhammad, miracles, intercession, and the
ascension, while drawing selectively upon
diverse theological traditions (4). Studies of
the beloved in his divan further confirm that the
beloved’s face, eyes, lips, stature, hair, and
gestures serve not merely as descriptive
elements but as focal points around which
aesthetic, emotional, and mystical meanings
are organized (21). Nevertheless, the specific
role of majaz as an integrated mechanism of
meaning production in Jami's ghazals has
received less systematic attention, particularly
with regard to the classification of its relations
and its contribution to mystical expression,
emotional imagery, semantic compression,
and aesthetic foregrounding.

The research adopts a descriptive-analytical
method and is based on the close reading of
selected ghazals from Jami’'s divan (18). The
corpus consists of poetic examples in which
words, phrases, grammatical constructions, or
acts of predication depart from their ordinary
literal meanings and acquire new functions
through recognizable rhetorical relations. Each

example is first identified in accordance with

the traditional categories of the science of
rhetoric, particularly majaz mursal and majaz
‘aqli. Majaz mursal refers to the use of a word
in a nonliteral meaning on the basis of a
relation other than resemblance, whereas
majaz ‘aqli concerns the attribution of an
action, quality, or effect to an entity that is not
its real agent (8). The analysis then classifies
the examples according to the principal
relations connecting literal and intended
meanings, including part-whole and whole—
part relations, cause and effect, state and
location, container and contained,
instrumentality, contiguity, and reference
based on what something formerly was or
what it will subsequently become. This
classificatory framework is rooted in classical
and modern rhetorical discussions, which
have generally preserved a relatively stable
understanding of transferred meaning and its
relations from antiquity to contemporary
literary theory (7, 17). The study does not treat
rhetorical classification as an end in itself.
Instead, after identifying each figurative
relation, it considers how that relation
contributes to poetic meaning, emotional
intensity, mystical implication, imagery, and
interpretive plurality. Particular attention is
paid to expressions involving the beloved’s
bodily features, such as the lips, face, eyes,
hands, and feet; spatial terms such as the
street, threshold, tavern, sanctuary, and
garden; and conventional mystical symbols
such as wine, cup, cupbearer, tavern, Khidr,

the water of life, the Magian elder, and the
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hidden treasure. The analytical procedure
therefore moves from lexical identification to
rhetorical classification and subsequently to
semantic and aesthetic interpretation,
revealing how figurative relations transform
apparently familiar vocabulary into a
multilayered poetic system.

The findings demonstrate that majaz mursal is
one of the most frequent and productive
figurative structures in Jami’s ghazals.
Through the relation of part and whole, the
poet repeatedly mentions a bodily feature
while intending the beloved as a complete

person. “Lip,” “face,” “eye,” “hand,” “foot,” and
‘heart” do not remain isolated anatomical
references; instead, they condense the
beloved’s beauty, speech, presence, agency,
or the lover’s entire emotional existence into a
single prominent component. Such usages
create brevity while directing attention toward
the most affectively charged aspect of the
poetic image. The relation of location and state
similarly enables Jami to mention “the

beloved’s street,” “the threshold of the tavern,”

“the sanctuary of union,” “the monastery,” “the
garden,” or “the grave” while intending the
persons, experiences, or spiritual realities
associated with those places. In these
instances, spatial vocabulary gives concrete
form to abstract experiences such as
proximity, deprivation, mystical belonging,
annihilation, and spiritual initiation. Relations
of cause and effect allow the poet to name a
perceptible consequence while intending its

hidden source, or to mention a source while

directing attention toward its psychological and
spiritual effects. Thus, fragrance, breath, wine,
tears, letters, wounds, and melodies frequently
represent divine grace, remembrance,
intoxication, grief, revelation, or spiritual
influence. Instrumental relations appear when
the sword, arrow, rein, sleeve, cup, or glance
stands for the act or effect produced through
it, thereby intensifying the dramatic force of
love, submission, suffering, and attraction.
Contiguity also plays a substantial role,

especially where expressions such as “water

” ”

and clay,” “the water of life,” “the line of the
cup,” or “the Magian elder” activate
established cultural, religious, philosophical,
and mystical associations. Although some
forms of metonymic transfer may vyield
relatively immediate and stable interpretations,
their integration into Jami's symbolic and
mystical discourse frequently expands their
semantic resonance beyond a single
paraphrasable meaning (19). The density of
these relations confirms that majaz mursal is
not peripheral ornamentation in Jami’s poetry
but a principal means by which concrete words
become gateways to extensive emotional and
metaphysical meanings.

The analysis of majaz ‘aqlf reveals another
important dimension of Jami’'s semantic
creativity. In this form of figurative attribution,
abstract concepts, natural phenomena,
temporal processes, or inanimate entities are
presented as if they possessed agency,
intention, movement, and transformative

power. Beauty “renews” its splendor, love
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causes death and life, the celestial sphere
brings the decree of celebration, the new
moon carries the golden key of the tavern,
paradise spreads its wing, wine manifests
itself, and time or fate acts upon the lover’s
condition. Strictly speaking, these entities are
not the real agents of the actions attributed to
them; rather, the poet assigns effects to their
causes, consequences to their conditions, or
human agency to impersonal forces. This
displacement of agency produces vivid and
dynamic imagery and prevents mystical and
emotional concepts from remaining abstract or
intellectually distant. Love becomes an active
power capable of governing human destiny;
beauty becomes a living force that renews
attraction; the heavens become participants in
celebration; and wine becomes an agent that
disrupts outward piety. Such constructions
animate the conceptual world of the ghazal
and allow the reader to experience abstract
states as immediate events. The semantic
function of majaz ‘aqlr is therefore closely
related to personification, dramatization, and
the embodiment of metaphysical ideas,
although its rhetorical basis lies specifically in
nonliteral predication (8). More broadly, the
findings indicate that the figurative system of
Jami’s ghazals performs four interconnected
functions. First, it translates mystical concepts
such as divine unity, manifestation, mystical
knowledge, annihilation, spiritual wayfaring,
and union into tangible images. Second, it
emotional

externalizes experiences—

especially longing, separation, grief, humility,

sacrifice, and ecstatic attraction—through
concrete bodily, spatial, and natural imagery.
Third, it achieves semantic compression by
replacing lengthy explanations with culturally
and rhetorically charged expressions. Fourth,
it foregrounds particular features of the
beloved and establishes unexpected relations
among natural, sacred, amorous, and mystical
domains. The reader is consequently required
to move from sign to implication, test multiple
possible interpretations, and participate
actively in the discovery of meaning (20). This
interpretive process confirms that figurative
language in Jami’s poetry is both aesthetically
productive and epistemologically significant.

In conclusion, the study establishes that majaz
occupies a structural rather than merely
decorative position in Jami’s ghazals. His
extensive use of transferred meanings and
nonliteral predications enables ordinary lexical
items to operate within a complex network of
poetic, mystical, emotional, and cultural
associations. Through part—-whole relations,
the most expressive features of the beloved
become representations of the beloved’s
entire  presence; through cause—effect
relations, invisible emotional and spiritual
processes are communicated by their
perceptible manifestations; through location-
based relations, abstract experiences such as
union, exclusion, initiation, and annihilation
acquire spatial form; and through instrumental
and contiguous relations, culturally familiar
objects become signs of spiritual attraction,

suffering, authority, and knowledge. At the
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same time, nonliteral attribution transforms
love, beauty, wine, destiny, the moon, and the
celestial sphere into active participants in the
poetic world. These patterns demonstrate that
Jami’s semantic art depends on a continuous
movement between the visible and invisible,
the literal and implied, the earthly and divine,
and the individual image and the larger
mystical worldview that it evokes. Majaz
consequently contributes to the condensation
of meaning, the intensification of emotion, the
animation of abstract concepts, the creation of
memorable imagery, and the expansion of
interpretive possibilities. It also helps explain
how Jami’s ghazals can speak simultaneously
in the languages of human love, spiritual
longing, theological reflection, and aesthetic
contemplation. The figurative expression does
not conceal meaning in a purely obscure
manner; rather, it reorganizes meaning so that
the reader must participate in its
reconstruction. The study therefore concludes
that understanding the forms and functions of
majaz is essential for a more precise
interpretation of Jami’s poetic style, his
mystical imagination, and the artistic
mechanisms through which his ghazals
transform limited verbal forms into extensive
fields of emotional and intellectual

significance.
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