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Abstract

This article analyzes the discourse of power and language in the historical and literary texts of the 5th century Hijri, examining the role of
language in representing power and its influence on the political and social transformations of the era. The research, based on critical
discourse analysis theories and drawing on the perspectives of Michel Foucault and Norman Fairclough, explores how language was used
to legitimize ruling powers and how social and political changes were reflected through language in these texts. This study analyzes
examples from historical works such as Tarikh-e Bayhaqi and Tarikh-e Yamini, as well as poems from prominent poets such as Farrukht
Sistani and Ansari. The findings show that language in these texts served not only as a tool for narrating history and events but also as a
means for reproducing and consolidating power. These discourses, especially through the selection of specific words and phrases, either
legitimize or challenge political powers. Finally, the article provides suggestions for future research, advocating for the examination of
more extensive texts to gain a deeper understanding of the role of language in representing power in Islamic history.

Keywords: Discourse analysis, power, language, 5th century Hijri, Tarikh-e Bayhaqt, Tarikh-e Yamini, Farrukhi Sistani, metaphor,
rhetoric, power legitimacy
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The analysis of discourse and power has
become a pivotal area of study in recent
decades, particularly in understanding the
relationship  between language, social
structures, and political authority. In the
context of the 5th century Hijri (11th century
CE), a period marked by significant political
upheaval, regional fragmentation, and the rise
of multiple ruling dynasties, language played a
central role in the construction and legitimation
of power. This study explores the critical role
of discourse in shaping and reflecting the
power structures of the time, focusing on both
historical texts and literary works produced
during this period. Through the lens of critical
discourse analysis (CDA), particularly drawing
on the theories of Michel Foucault (1977) and

Norman Fairclough (1995), this research
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examines how power was represented,
reinforced, and sometimes contested through
language in the 5th-century Hijri texts. The
study highlights the complex relationship
between language, politics, and social
dynamics and emphasizes the need for a
deeper understanding of how language
contributed to the political and cultural
transformation of this historical period.

The 5th century Hijri was a time of political and
social volatility, with the decline of the Abbasid
Caliphate, the rise of local dynasties, and
frequent conflicts between regional powers.
These political shifts created an environment
in which language and discourse became
central tools for the exercise and
representation of power. In historical works
such as Tarikh-e Bayhaqi (2003) and Tarikh-e

Yamini (2003), the narratives of rulers and
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events are infused with language that not only
documents historical occurrences but also
seeks to legitimize the authority of rulers.
Bayhaqr's portrayal of Sultan Mas'tud and his
contemporaries, for instance, demonstrates
how certain terms like Shadow of God and
Wwidespread Justice are used to elevate the
ruler’s divine right to power (Bayhaqt, 2003).
These linguistic choices serve to reinforce the
legitimacy of the ruler’s authority, framing his
power as both ordained and unquestionable.
The use of such expressions is not merely
descriptive; it is ideologically loaded,
presenting a narrative of power that seeks to
consolidate political authority and maintain
social order.

Norman Fairclough (1995), in his work on
critical discourse analysis, posits that
language does not merely reflect reality but
also shapes and constructs it. In the case of
the 5th-century Hijri texts, language functions
as a powerful tool for both the creation and
maintenance of power. Historical texts from
this period, such as those written by historians
like Bayhaqgr and Utbt (2003), show how the
discourse of power in these works is intimately
tied to the construction of historical narratives
that serve to preserve the status quo or, in
some cases, challenge existing power
structures. These historians, often working in
the service of the ruling elite, use language to
craft a vision of history that aligns with the
interests of those in power. For instance,
UtbT’s portrayal of Sultan Mahmud of Ghazna

in Kitab al-Yamini emphasizes his military

victories and his role in spreading Islam, using
language that elevates his power and
legitimacy while diminishing the role of rival
rulers (UtbTt, 2003). Through this selective use
of language, these historians contribute to the
shaping of public opinion and the construction
of a political narrative that supports the ruling
regime.

In literary works, the role of language in
reflecting and contesting power is equally
significant. Poets like Farrukhi Ststant (1996)
and Ansarm used poetic language to both
praise rulers and, at times, subtly critique
them. Their works often blend praise with
pointed criticisms of political authority. For
example, Farrukhr’s poems, which frequently
depict rulers as magnanimous and just, also
subtly highlight the flaws of their political
systems through rhetorical techniques such as
irony and hyperbole. In this way, poetry serves
as a medium for both the reinforcement and
critique of power. By employing metaphorical
language, these poets engage in a form of
discourse that subtly contests the legitimacy of
political authority, while simultaneously
participating in the broader social and political
conversation about governance. The ability of
poets to influence public opinion through their
work reflects the power of language not just to
support but also to challenge the ruling order.
One of the most compelling aspects of
analyzing discourse in 5th-century Hijri texts is
how language was employed to reflect the
socio-political changes of the time. The period

saw the fragmentation of the caliphate, the rise
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of regional powers, and the constant shifting of
alliances. As a result, the language used to
describe these changes is often characterized
by a mix of optimism, legitimacy, and, at times,
skepticism. The legitimacy of rulers was often
portrayed through their association with divine
will, justice, and military prowess, while the
language surrounding political instability or
rebellion was imbued with terms that framed
these challenges as either inevitable or as
threats to the divine order. For example, the
language used in the historical accounts of the
fall of the Abbasid Caliphate often highlights
the legitimacy of the rival powers while framing
the Abbasid’s downfall as a failure to maintain
justice and order (Farrukht Sistant, 1996). In
contrast, the rise of regional dynasties was
often depicted through a lexicon of renewal,
rebirth, and divine favor, underscoring the
political shifts that were taking place at the
time.

In line with Foucault’s (1977) understanding of
power as diffuse and decentralized, the 5th-
century Hijri texts reveal how power was not
confined to a single source but rather was
distributed through various social and political
structures. The use of language in these texts
reflects the ways in which power was
negotiated, contested, and legitimized in
different contexts. Poets, historians, and
intellectuals all participated in the creation of a
political discourse that was both reflective of
and instrumental in shaping the political
landscape. By analyzing the language used in

these texts, we gain insight into how power

was constructed, maintained, and challenged
during this tumultuous period. The role of
language, then, is not just passive; it is a
dynamic force that shapes political realities
and helps to define the contours of social and
political authority.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that
language in 5th-century Hijri texts was not
merely a vehicle for the transmission of
information but a key tool in the construction,
reinforcement, and contestation of power.
Through critical discourse analysis, it becomes
clear that power was not only embodied in
political actions and military victories but also
in the way these actions were described and
represented through language. The use of
specific words, phrases, and metaphors in
both historical and literary works played a
crucial role in shaping the political landscape
and in influencing public perception of
authority. This research provides valuable
insights into the ways in which language,
power, and politics were intertwined in the 5th
century Hijri and offers a foundation for further
research into the role of language in shaping
historical narratives and political authority.
Future studies could expand the scope of
analysis to include a broader range of texts,
including legal documents, religious treatises,
and other forms of discourse, in order to
deepen our understanding of the complex
relationship between language and power in

this critical period of Islamic history.
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