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The Opposition Between Women and Men in Koocheh-e Aghaghia Based on Feminist Critical
Discourse Analysis
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Abstract

Female writers argue that in male-authored literature, the role assigned to women is generally secondary, and in most literary
works women are portrayed as the “other” of men. Consequently, women’s experiences and issues are often neglected in
male-centered literature. This situation led female authors to emphasize that, owing to their unique biological and
experiential position, women are capable of presenting distinctive meanings of female experience that male literature is
unable to adequately describe or express. Among contemporary female writers who have seriously addressed women’s lives
and their distinctive language is Razieh Tajar. Her novel Koocheh-e Aghaghia is one of her works in which women play a
prominent and influential role in advancing the narrative plot. The female characters in this novel, under the influence of the
dominant patriarchal discourse, are compelled to accept men’s demands as well as certain characteristics of a patriarchal
society, particularly polygamy. Nevertheless, the author’s deliberate tendency to marginalize the agentive position of male
characters while portraying women as active and influential actors provides the foundation for the emergence of feminine
narrative literature, resistance to male dominance, and the articulation of certain feminist perspectives. An analysis of these
elements through the framework of Critical Discourse Analysis demonstrates resistance to tradition and patriarchal social
structures, while also revealing the social and political contexts that have contributed to the subordination and passivity of
women within the traditional patriarchal structure of Iranian society.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study examines the opposition between
women and men in Razieh Tojar's Koocheh-
ye Aghaghia through the lens of feminist
Critical Discourse Analysis, with particular
attention to the ways in which gendered power
relations, patriarchal norms, feminine agency,
and narrative voice are constructed within the
novel. Feminism, as a critical and theoretical
discourse, is concerned with the social
formation of gender identities and with the
mechanisms through which women have
historically been positioned as subordinate,
marginal, or “other” in relation to men (1, 2). In
literary criticism, this concern has led feminist
critics to question the dominant representation
of women in male-centered literary traditions
and to recover forms of writing in which female
experience, female subjectivity, and female

language become central rather than
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peripheral (3, 4). Within this framework,
Koocheh-ye Aghaghia occupies a significant
position because it foregrounds women'’s lives
in a traditional Iranian social setting and
represents issues such as polygamy, infertility,
female obedience, motherhood, and the
symbolic value of bearing sons as central
narrative problems (11). Although Tojar herself
has not necessarily presented the novel as a
feminist text, the structure of the narrative, the
dominance of female characters, and the
marginal or passive role of men create a
discursive space in which feminist themes can
be critically examined (9).
The theoretical basis of this study is Critical
Discourse Analysis, especially the approach
associated with Norman Fairclough, according
to which discourse is not merely a linguistic

phenomenon but a social practice shaped by



VP8 Jlo (o 0 lods camiy 0398 ((owild Dbl § Qb)) dusms™ 4 45

ideology, power, institutional relations, and
historical context (5, 7). In this perspective,
literary discourse may be analyzed at the
levels of description, interpretation, and
explanation: description focuses on linguistic
and textual features; interpretation examines
the relation between textual production,
reception, and interdiscursive context; and
explanation connects discourse to broader
social structures and power relations (6, 8).
Applying this model to Koocheh-ye Aghaghia
makes it possible to investigate not only what
the novel narrates but also how it organizes
gendered meanings through vocabulary,
characterization, narrative focalization,
symbolic imagery, and the opposition between
tradition and modernity. The study therefore
considers the novel as a discursive field in
which patriarchal ideology is both reproduced
and questioned. On the one hand, women in
the story often accept the norms of a traditional
patriarchal society, particularly the legitimacy
of male remarriage, polygamy, and the
privileging of sons. On the other hand, the
novel repeatedly grants women narrative
centrality, emotional depth, and practical
agency, while men are frequently represented
as weak, passive, dependent, or morally
inadequate (10, 11).

The analysis shows that the novel’s central
conflict is formed around the issue of
polygamy and the traditional practice of
bringing a co-wife into the household. The
illness of Mirza Abutorab’s first wife, the

pressure exerted by his mother, and the arrival

of Mah-Manzar as the second wife form the
narrative core through which the patriarchal
household is exposed as a site of female
suffering and female rivalry (11). Yet the novel
does not present this system as controlled only
by men; rather, older women, especially
Khanom Jan, play a decisive role in preserving
and enforcing patriarchal values. This feature
complicates the gender politics of the text,
since women appear both as victims of
patriarchy and as agents of its reproduction.
The importance assigned to motherhood,
fertility, and the birth of sons reveals the
ideological structure of the traditional society
represented in the novel. A woman’s value is
repeatedly connected to her reproductive
function, and infertility or giving birth only to
daughters is treated as a form of social
deficiency  (11). Such  representations
correspond to feminist debates about
motherhood, biological determinism, and the
social construction of female identity (2, 13).
Nevertheless, the novel does not simply reject
tradition; rather, it dramatizes the emotional
and ethical contradictions that emerge when
women internalize the very norms that
subordinate them.

At the level of characterization, the study finds
that the novel deliberately gives women the
dominant  narrative position. Female
characters such as Khanom Jan, Zobeydeh,
Sanam Banoo, Mah-Manzar, and Delnavaz
are not merely decorative or secondary
figures; they shape the plot, intensify conflicts,

make decisive choices, and reveal the
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emotional structure of the household (11). By
contrast, male characters often appear
marginal, indecisive, or dependent on
women’s decisions. Mirza Abutorab’s life is
strongly influenced by his mother; Ahmad Ali
Khan is represented through domestic
weakness and moral inadequacy; and minor
male figures are sometimes described in
humiliating or comic terms. This reversal of
conventional patriarchal authority creates a
form of narrative resistance: even though the
fictional world is socially patriarchal, the
discursive organization of the novel shifts
power toward women. From a feminist
discourse-analytic perspective, this tension is
highly significant because it shows that the text
simultaneously depicts female subordination
and constructs female agency (3, 4). Sanam
Banoo, in particular, functions as the most
explicitly oppositional female voice in the
novel. Her protest against male
irresponsibility, her anger toward polygamy,
and her refusal to accept the co-wife of her
daughter without resistance reveal a critical
consciousness that challenges the norms of
the patriarchal order (11).

The stylistic features of Koocheh-ye Aghaghia
also contribute to its gendered discourse.
Tojar’s prose often moves toward poetic and
lyrical expression, using dense imagery,
symbolic objects, emotional description, and
sensory detail to construct a feminine narrative
atmosphere (9). This poetic tendency
strengthens the affective dimension of the

novel and gives visibility to women’s inner

lives, although it has also been criticized for
weakening narrative realism and structural
unity (10, 12). The novel’s language frequently
foregrounds domestic spaces, women’s
clothing, bodily signs, marriage rituals,
childbirth, infertility, jealousy, and household
hierarchies, thereby creating a textual world in
which feminine experience becomes the
primary material of narration (11). At the same
time, the opposition between tradition and
modernity is embodied especially in the figure
of Mah-Manzar, whose clothing, behavior,
speech, and social gestures challenge the
codes of the traditional household. Her conflict
with Khanom Jan can be read as a symbolic
confrontation between a younger, more
rebellious feminine presence and an older,
disciplinary, tradition-bound female authority.
Thus, the novel’s feminist dimension does not
lie only in direct protest against men but also
in the exposure of conflicts among women
themselves under the pressure of patriarchal
structures (7, 8).

In conclusion, the extended analysis of
Koocheh-ye Aghaghia demonstrates that the
novel is a complex narrative of gendered
power rather than a simple feminist manifesto
or a straightforward reproduction of patriarchal
values. Its fictional world is built upon
traditional assumptions about marriage,
motherhood, fertility, and male authority, yet its
narrative energy belongs primarily to women.
The men of the novel are often passive,
absent,

dependent, or symbolically

diminished, while women create conflicts,
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preserve traditions, suffer from them, and
sometimes resist them. The novel’s treatment
of polygamy, female rivalry, infertility, and the
desire for sons reveals the deep entanglement
of women'’s lives with patriarchal ideology, but
its emphasis on female speech, female
suffering, female decision-making, and
female-centered narration opens the text to
feminist interpretation. Therefore, Koocheh-ye
Aghaghia may be understood as a work in
which feminine narrative discourse emerges
from within a traditional social order and
exposes the contradictions of that order
through the very lives of the women who
inhabit it.
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