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Abstract

This article analyzes Saadi’s philosophical and ethical thoughts and explores their impact on the rhetorical structure and key concepts in
his works, particularly Golestan and Bustan. By utilizing various rhetorical devices and employing simple yet meaningful language, Saadi
has successfully conveyed complex philosophical and ethical concepts through short stories and allegories to his audience. This study first
examines philosophical concepts such as wisdom, moderation, and rationality, which are recurrently found in Saadi's works, and then
investigates how these concepts are interconnected with rhetorical structures such as metaphor, simile, brevity, and repetition. The article
also demonstrates how the allegorical structure of Saadi’s tales aids in transmitting ethical and philosophical messages. The findings of
the study indicate that Saadi, through the use of rhetorical tools, has effectively communicated ethical concepts in a literary and artistic
manner to the reader. Moreover, by comparing the results with previous studies, it shows that earlier research similarly focused on the
impact of language and rhetoric in conveying ethical concepts in Saadi’s works. Finally, the article emphasizes the importance of analyzing
the connection between rhetoric and philosophy in achieving a deeper understanding of Saadi’s works and suggests future research
directions in this field.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Saadi Shirazi, one of the most influential
figures in Persian literature, is renowned for
embedding profound philosophical and ethical
thoughts into his literary works, particularly in
Golestan (The Rose Garden) and Bustan (The
Orchard). These two masterpieces are not
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only remarkable for their literary style and
aesthetic value but also for their in-depth
exploration of moral, philosophical, and social
themes. The primary objective of this study is
to analyze how Saadi's philosophical and
ethical ideas are intricately woven into the
rhetorical structure of his works. By examining
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the rhetorical devices used in Golestan and
Bustan, this research aims to demonstrate the
connection between Saadi’s literary
techniques and his underlying moral and
philosophical messages. The study also
highlights the role of allegorical storytelling and
rhetorical devices in shaping the ethical and
philosophical themes of Saadi’'s works.

In Saadi’'s works, the concepts of wisdom,
moderation, and rationality are key
philosophical themes that reflect his
worldview. These concepts are central to the
moral framework that Saadi promotes
throughout his stories, where human behavior
and social relationships are consistently
measured against these ideals. Wisdom in
Saadi’s philosophy is not merely intellectual
knowledge but practical knowledge that guides
ethical conduct. He often uses allegories and
metaphors to explore the complex nature of
wisdom and its application in daily life.
Moderation is another crucial ethical concept
in Saadi’'s work, which is consistently
emphasized as a necessary virtue for personal
and social harmony. By balancing extremes in
behavior and thought, individuals can live a
fulfilling and just life. Rationality, or the use of
reason, plays an integral role in Saadi’s moral
philosophy. It is through reason that
individuals can discern what is right and wrong
and live according to ethical principles. These
philosophical principles serve as the
foundation for Saadi’s narrative and rhetorical
structure in Golestan and Bustan, where the

stories not only entertain but also instruct the

reader in the application of these virtues
(Zarrinkoub, 1989).

Saadi’'s use of rhetorical devices in Golestan
and Bustan is not merely decorative but serves
a deeper purpose of conveying philosophical
and ethical teachings. Among the rhetorical
technigues he employs, metaphor and
allegory stand out as particularly significant. In
many of his stories, Saadi uses metaphors
drawn from nature—flowers, trees, and other
elements of the natural world—to symbolize
various ethical qualites and human
experiences. These metaphors are not only
aesthetically pleasing but also carry deep
moral and philosophical significance. For
instance, in one of the tales from Golestan, the
metaphor of a garden is used to represent the
human soul, where the cultivation of virtues is
akin to nurturing a garden. This metaphor
encapsulates Saadi’s belief in the importance
of inner cultivation and moral development.
Furthermore, the allegorical stories in Saadi’s
works allow for multiple layers of meaning,
where the reader is invited to explore the
deeper moral and philosophical implications of
each narrative. Saadi's use of allegory as a
rhetorical tool facilitates the communication of
complex ideas in a way that is both accessible
and engaging for the reader (Shafiei Kadkani,
2012).

The role of brevity and conciseness in Saadi’s
rhetorical style cannot be overlooked. In both
Golestan and Bustan, Saadi uses brevity to
convey profound moral and philosophical

insights in a succinct and direct manner. This
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characteristic of Saadi’s style has been widely
appreciated for its ability to deliver ethical
messages without unnecessary elaboration.
The concise nature of his narratives reflects
his belief in the importance of clarity and
efficiency in moral instruction. Each sentence
in Saadi’s work is carefully crafted to serve a
specific purpose, whether it is to deliver a
moral lesson, present a philosophical
argument, or provoke reflection in the reader.
This quality is particularly prominent in
Golestan, which consists of short, self-
contained anecdotes that offer valuable
lessons on various aspects of life, including
justice, compassion, and self-control. Saadi’s
use of brevity enhances the impact of his
ethical teachings, making them more
memorable and easier for the reader to
internalize (Yousofi, 1996).

Repetition is another rhetorical device that
Saadi employs to reinforce his philosophical
and ethical themes. By repeating key concepts
and moral lessons throughout Golestan and
Bustan, Saadi emphasizes their importance
and ensures that these ideas remain at the
forefront of the reader’s mind. The repetition of
certain moral concepts, such as justice,
kindness, and humility, serves to underline
their centrality to Saadi’s moral philosophy.
This technique not only reinforces the ethical
messages but also creates a rhythmic quality
in the text, which contributes to the aesthetic
pleasure of reading Saadi’s works. Repetition,
therefore, functions both as a rhetorical device

and a pedagogical tool, helping the reader to

absorb and retain the moral lessons
embedded in the stories (Hamaei, 1987).

One of the most distinctive features of Saadi's
rhetorical structure is his use of allegorical
storytelling. The allegories in Golestan and
Bustan are not mere literary devices but serve
as vehicles for conveying Saadi’s ethical and
philosophical ideas. In these allegories, the
characters and situations often represent
broader social, moral, and spiritual lessons.
For example, Saadi frequently uses allegorical
figures to depict virtues such as generosity,
patience, and courage, as well as vices such
as greed, arrogance, and ignorance. Through
these allegories, Saadi explores the
complexities of human nature and the
challenges of living an ethical life. The stories
are designed to provoke reflection on the
nature of virtue and the consequences of
immoral behavior. The allegorical form allows
Saadi to address complex moral questions in
a way that is both engaging and thought-
provoking, inviting the reader to consider the
deeper implications of the narratives (Ghani,
1984).

The findings of this study are consistent with
earlier research on Saadi’s works, which have
highlighted the connection between rhetoric
and philosophy in his writings. Previous
studies have also emphasized the role of
rhetorical devices in conveying moral lessons
and philosophical ideas. Shafiei Kadkani
(2012) and Zarrinkoub (1989) have both noted
the importance of Saadi’s use of language as

a vehicle for moral instruction, highlighting how
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his rhetorical techniques enhance the
effectiveness of his ethical teachings.
Additionally, the use of allegory and metaphor
has been identified as a key feature of Saadi’s
style, allowing him to communicate complex
ideas in a manner that is accessible to a wide
audience. This research builds upon these
earlier studies by offering a detailed analysis
of the relationship between Saadi’s
philosophical and ethical thoughts and the
rhetorical structures in Golestan and Bustan.
The study demonstrates that Saadi’s mastery
of rhetoric is integral to the success of his
ethical and philosophical messages, and that
his works remain a valuable resource for
understanding the moral and philosophical

landscape of Persian literature (Ghani, 1984).
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