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Abstract
Contemporary Persian poetry, within the context of the social and political transformations of the twentieth

century, evolved into a medium for expressing critical ideas and intellectual ideals. Among contemporary Iranian
poets, Ahmad Shamlu is regarded as one of the most prominent figures whose poetry represents a synthesis of
love, protest, freedom-seeking, and social criticism through an innovative language and a profound perspective
on human and social issues. Despite the significance of Shamlu’s poetry, a comprehensive examination of his
works from the perspective of critical discourse analysis has received limited scholarly attention. The present
study was conducted with the aim of examining and analyzing the poetry of Ahmad Shamlu based on Norman
Fairclough’s approach to critical discourse analysis. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and the data
were collected through library and documentary methods. Using Fairclough’s three-dimensional model,
including description, interpretation, and explanation, the collection of Shamlu’s published poems was analyzed.
The findings indicated that socio-political discourses in Shamlu’s poetry are manifested through an emphasis on
the concepts of struggle, freedom, and justice-seeking. Furthermore, romantic and gender discourses have been
formed through a modernist approach in opposition to prevailing traditions, and women are represented as
independent and powerful beings. In addition, the political and social transformations of Iran, from the 1953 coup
d’état to the 1979 Revolution, had a direct influence on the formation and transformation of his poetic discourses.
Consequently, Shamlu’s poetry constitutes a rich platform for discourse analysis in which semantic, ideological,
and social layers can be identified and examined.

Keywords: Ahmad Shamlu, critical discourse analysis, contemporary poetry, socio-political discourse, Norman
Fairclough.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines the problem of

structure and cohesion in the Persian ghazal
through a case study of the ghazals of Khaqgani
Shirvani. The central premise of the study is
that the ghazal should not be reduced to a
merely couplet-centered form whose unity
depends only on meter, rhyme, and refrain.
Rather, the Persian ghazal may be understood
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as a complex textual structure in which

apparently  independent  couplets are
connected through semantic, lexical, imagistic,
grammatical, musical, and narrative relations.
In modern literary criticism, structure is not
simply the external arrangement of poetic
elements, nor is it reducible to the opposition
between form and content; it is a dynamic

system of relations through which the
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elements of a text acquire identity, value, and

aesthetic  function. This perspective
corresponds to structuralist views that define
literary meaning through the relations among
components rather than through isolated units
(2). It also corresponds to Abd al-Qahir al-
Jurjani’s theory of nazm, according to which no
word possesses literary value in isolation, and
poetic beauty emerges from the relational
order established among words in a given
context (4). Accordingly, this study seeks to
redefine the structure of the Persian ghazal by
focusing on the concept of the cohesive tie as
a mechanism that transforms scattered
couplets into a unified textual field.

The theoretical foundation of the research is
based primarily on Halliday and Hasan’s
theory of cohesion, especially their formulation
of the cohesive tie as the basic unit through
which textual connectedness is established. In
this view, cohesion is not merely a decorative
feature of language but a structural principle
that enables a sequence of sentences or
poetic units to become a coherent text (1).
Halliday and Hasan’s model clarifies how
interpretive  dependency among textual
elements produces texture, meaning that one
element in the text may presuppose, complete,
recall, or reactivate another element (8). This
idea is particularly important for the analysis of
the ghazal because the traditional
understanding of the ghazal often emphasizes
the autonomy of individual couplets. The
present study argues that even when couplets

appear independent at the surface level, they

may be connected through deeper cohesive
operations. These operations include
repetition, semantic association, lexical
recurrence, imagistic expansion, grammatical
parallelism, musical reinforcement, and
narrative progression. The concept of the
cohesive tie therefore provides a suitable tool
for identifying hidden vertical relations in the
ghazal and for explaining how poetic structure
emerges from interaction among textual
components.

Methodologically, the study adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and applies
the concept of the cohesive tie to selected
ghazals of Khagani Shirvani. Khagani is an
especially significant case because he is often
recognized primarily as a master of the qasida,
while his ghazals have received comparatively
less structural attention. Nevertheless, his
ghazals reveal a refined poetic imagination,
sophisticated lexical construction, and a
powerful ability to create intricate networks of
visible and hidden relations among words,
images, and meanings (13, 14). Earlier
scholars have also emphasized Khagani’'s
command of Persian expression, his creation
of new combinations, and his capacity to
activate the latent possibilities of the Persian
language (12). The study therefore examines
how Khaqani’'s ghazals create vertical
cohesion through recurring textual nodes. The
analysis identifies three main criteria for
recognizing a cohesive tie: meaningful
recurrence, interpretive dependency, and

network formation. A cohesive tie may appear
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as a repeated word, image, concept,
grammatical pattern, refrain, or narrative
element, but it becomes structurally significant
only when it contributes to the unity of the
whole ghazal and connects multiple couplets
within an organized network.

The findings indicate that cohesive ties in
Khagani’s ghazals can be classified into five
major domains: lexical, imagistic, grammatical,
musical, and narrative. In the lexical domain,
cohesion is produced through repetition,
synonymy, opposition, semantic inclusion,
lexical association, and the recurrence of
words belonging to a shared semantic field. In
one ghazal, for example, the repeated
religious and symbolic vocabulary associated
with Jesus, Mary, the cross, the Gospel, and
related terms creates a vertical network that
connects the couplets around a central
semantic axis (15). In another ghazal, the
repeated use of the word “violet” functions not
merely as ornamentation but as a cohesive
device that guides the poem from lyrical
description toward praise (15). This lexical
tendency is consistent with Khagani’'s broader
rhetorical practice, in which semantic
proportionality, allusion, metaphor, and verbal
association play an essential role in shaping
poetic texture (16). Thus, lexical ties in
Khaqgani’'s ghazals are not accidental
repetitions; they are structural instruments that
organize the poem’s movement and establish
coherence across the vertical axis.

The imagistic, grammatical, and musical

domains further demonstrate the structural

density of Khagani’s ghazals. In the imagistic
domain, cohesive ties are formed through
recurring metaphors, extended images, and
chains of association that gather different
couplets around a central image. For instance,
images related to wine, cup, brightness, fire,
and water create a network of symbolic and
metaphorical relations that sustains the
poem’s unity (15). In the grammatical domain,
cohesion emerges through repeated syntactic
structures, parallel constructions, shared
verbal forms, and recurring interrogative or
conditional patterns. These grammatical
repetitions produce formal unity while also
reinforcing semantic development. In the
musical domain, the refrain plays a decisive
structural role. Khagani’s extensive and daring
use of radif is one of the most important
features of his ghazal technique. Scholars
have noted the extraordinary variety and
novelty of refrains in Khaqgani’s poetry (17), and
the music of poetry has been recognized as a
central factor in the formation of poetic
structure (18). In Khagani’'s ghazals, the refrain
does not merely complete rhyme; it repeatedly
returns the reader to a central emotional,
semantic, or imagistic field. It keeps the poem
within a shared textual atmosphere and
prevents the dispersion of independent
images. This is why the refrain can function as
one of the most powerful cohesive ties in the
Persian ghazal.

The narrative domain reveals another
important dimension of Khaqani’s structural

innovation. In some ghazals, cohesion is
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produced through narrative movement, scene
construction, dialogue, characterization, and
sequential development. Such ghazals do not
merely present independent lyrical moments;
they establish a story-like progression in which
each couplet contributes to the unfolding of an
event, encounter, or dramatic situation.
Dialogue is especially important in this regard,
because it creates interpretive dependency
among couplets and binds them into a shared
communicative framework. The study shows
that Khagani's use of narrative and dialogic
ties gives certain ghazals a distinct structural
identity and moves them beyond the
conventional model of isolated couplets.
Overall, the conclusion of the research is that
the Persian ghazal, especially in Khagani’s
practice, is not a fragmented poetic form but a
network of mutually dependent relations. The
cohesive tie transforms the individuality of
couplets into the collective identity of the text,
and through lexical, imagistic, grammatical,
musical, and narrative mechanisms, Khagani
constructs ghazals that possess vertical
coherence and organic unity. This approach
confirms Khaqani’'s importance not only as a
master of verbal artistry but also as one of the
major figures in the historical development of

structural cohesion in the Persian ghazal.
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