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Abstract
The present study aimed to examine the evolution of style in modern Kurdish poetry with an emphasis on the

poems of Abdullah Goran, Abdullah Pashiw, and Sherko Bekas. In terms of purpose, this research is theoretical,
and in terms of nature, it is descriptive-analytical. The method of data collection was library-based, and the
instrument used consisted of note-taking from books, articles, and other sources. This study introduces the
prominent figures of Kurdish poetry during the last century in Iran, Irag, Syria, and Turkey and attempts to
investigate the formal transformations and intellectual themes in the works of poets belonging to this ethnic
group. The findings indicate that Kurdish poetry during this period, under the influence of Persian modernist
poets, tended toward Nimaic, free verse, and graphic poetry styles, and through linguistic and literary
transformations, reflected the aspirations and sufferings of the Kurdish people. Abdullah Suleiman (Goran) may
be regarded as the Nima of Kurdish poetry, who, through innovation in poetic form and vocabulary, shaped the
philosophical, social, and political perspectives of his people and called upon his fellow speakers for solidarity.
Other prominent poets such as Abdullah Pashiw, Sherko Bekas, Farhad Pirbal, Hashem Seraj, and Jalal
Malekshah each played a significant role in transforming the form and language of poetry while advocating for
the rights of the Kurdish people and resonating with global demands.
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The emergence of modern Kurdish poetry
represents one of the most significant literary
and cultural transformations in contemporary
Kurdish literature. The transition from classical
poetic traditions toward modernist structures
was not merely a formal literary shift but also
reflected broad intellectual, political, linguistic,
and social changes experienced by Kurdish
society across Iran, Iraq, Turkey, and Syria.
The flourishing of translation movements and
the increasing interaction between Kurdish
poets and Persian, Arabic, Turkish, and later
European literary traditions facilitated the
introduction of new literary forms and aesthetic
sensibilities into Kurdish poetry. Through
these encounters, Kurdish poets gradually
departed from rigid classical conventions and
developed innovative poetic expressions
capable of articulating modern human
concerns, collective suffering, nationalism,
exile, resistance, and social transformation.
The foundations of this movement were laid
initially by figures such as Nuri Sheikh Saleh
and later institutionalized and expanded by
Abdullah Goran, who is widely regarded as the
founder of modern Kurdish poetry (1, 2). The
development of modern Kurdish poetry
coincided with the rise of political modernity
and modernization projects in the Middle East
following the World Wars, circumstances that
profoundly influenced Kurdish intellectual and
artistic life. Kurdish poets increasingly adopted
literary experimentation, linguistic innovation,
symbolic imagery, and socially engaged

discourse in order to represent the realities of

Kurdish

fragmentation and cultural marginalization. At

existence under political
the same time, literary circles and poetic
movements such as “Post-Goran,”
‘Rawanga,” “Kafri,” and “Erbil Vanguard”
emerged and strengthened the institutional
and theoretical dimensions of modern Kurdish
poetry. Within this literary evolution, poets
such as Sherko Bekas, Abdullah Pashiw, Latif
Halmat, Rafeeq Sabir, Farhad Pirbal, and Jalal
Malekshah played decisive roles in expanding
both the thematic and formal capacities of
Kurdish poetic discourse (5, 10, 14).
Consequently, the evolution of modern
Kurdish poetry may be understood as a
multidimensional process involving literary
innovation, cultural resistance, linguistic
reconstruction, and the redefinition of Kurdish
identity within modernity.

This study aimed to investigate the evolution
of style in modern Kurdish poetry with
particular emphasis on the works of Abdullah
Goran, Abdullah Pashiw, and Sherko Bekas,
who represent three major stages in the
development of Kurdish poetic modernism.
The research adopted a theoretical and
descriptive-analytical approach and relied
primarily on library-based methods for
collecting information from books, articles,
literary analyses, and collections of poetry.
The study examined historical developments
in Kurdish literary modernity and analyzed
transformations in poetic form, language,
imagery, symbolism, and thematic orientation

across successive generations of Kurdish

NY.N
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poets. Particular attention was devoted to
identifying the social and historical conditions
that shaped the emergence of Iliterary
modernism in  Kurdistan, especially in
Sulaymaniyah as one of the principal cultural
centers of Kurdish literary production. The
research also explored the relationship
between Kurdish poetic modernism and
broader global literary movements, including
realism, romanticism, symbolism, and free
verse traditions, while simultaneously
comparing the Kurdish experience with
transformations in Persian modern poetry
initiated by Nima Yushij (2, 7, 8). In addition,
the study investigated how Kurdish poets
reconstructed poetic language and reshaped
literary discourse in response to political
oppression, exile, social inequality, and
aspirations for freedom and national identity.
By focusing on the stylistic innovations
introduced by Goran, Pashiw, and Bekas, the
study sought to demonstrate how modern
Kurdish poetry evolved from traditional
prosodic systems toward flexible poetic
structures characterized by free rhythm,
symbolic expression, colloquial language, and
experimental visual forms. The analysis further
considered the role of literary manifestos and
intellectual movements such as Rawanga in
institutionalizing modernist aesthetics within
Kurdish literature and establishing new criteria
for literary creativity and social engagement
(11, 15, 16).

The findings of the study indicate that Abdullah

Goran played a foundational role in

transforming Kurdish poetry from a classical
literary tradition into a modern poetic discourse
deeply connected to social reality and political
consciousness. Influenced by modern literary
currents and inspired by developments in
Persian and global modernism, Goran rejected
many conventional aspects of classical
Kurdish poetry, particularly rigid prosodic
systems and ornamental language, and
instead introduced simpler diction, syllabic
rhythms, symbolic imagery, and socially
engaged themes (2, 12). One of Goran’s most
important achievements was his attempt to
harmonize poetic form and content by creating
a coherent relationship between linguistic
structure and thematic intention. Unlike
classical Kurdish poetry, which often revolved
around mystical and romantic subjects
detached from social realities, Goran’s poetry
addressed poverty, labor exploitation,
injustice, alienation, despair, and the
aspirations of ordinary people. His use of free
verse and flexible syllabic structures
represented a major stylistic departure from
traditional Kurdish poetic conventions and
closely paralleled the revolutionary role of
Nima Yushij in Persian literature (1, 11).
Furthermore, Goran introduced punctuation,
colloquial speech patterns, and symbolic
language into Kurdish poetry, thereby
enhancing both readability and expressive
depth. His poetry reflected a modernist
sensibility that combined realism with
emotional

intensity and  philosophical

reflection. The study demonstrates that Goran
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not only transformed the technical aspects of
Kurdish poetry but also redefined the social
function of poetry itself by turning it into a
medium for collective consciousness, political
critique, and cultural renewal. As a result,
subsequent generations of Kurdish poets
inherited from Goran a literary framework
capable of accommodating both artistic
experimentation and national struggle.

The study further reveals that the Erbil
Vanguard movement and the poetry of
Abdullah Pashiw represented a second major
stage in the evolution of modern Kurdish
poetry. Emerging during the late 1960s and
early 1970s, this movement sought to move
beyond the dominant influence of Goran while
preserving the broader principles of poetic
modernism (13, 14). Abdullah Pashiw and
other poets associated with the Erbil literary
current developed a highly critical, emotionally
charged, and politically conscious poetic
language characterized by intense imagery,
brevity, and rhetorical power. Unlike Goran’s
emphasis on structural transformation, the
Erbil movement focused primarily on linguistic
and thematic innovation. The poetry of Pashiw
reflected themes such as exile, resistance,
homeland, freedom, human suffering, and
collective memory while simultaneously
incorporating romantic, psychological, and
existential dimensions into Kurdish poetic
discourse (5, 19). Influences from Russian
literature, Arabic poetry, and Persian free
verse are also evident in the works of this

generation, particularly in their engagement

with revolutionary discourse and social
criticism. Pashiw’s poetry addressed the
Kurdish national struggle through emotionally
resonant imagery and symbolic
representations of martyrdom, sacrifice, and
homeland. The study shows that the Erbil
movement succeeded in broadening the
emotional and ideological scope of Kurdish
poetry while intensifying its relationship with
political realities and collective identity. In
addition, the movement contributed to the
democratization of poetic language by making
modern Kurdish poetry more accessible to
both intellectuals and ordinary readers. The
stylistic characteristics of this literary phase
reflected a growing desire among Kurdish
poets to liberate poetry not only from classical
restrictions but also from inherited modernist
formulas, thereby expanding the possibilities
of poetic subjectivity and social engagement
(9, 13).

Another major finding of the study concerns
the Rawanga movement and the
transformative role of Sherko Bekas in
redefining Kurdish poetic modernity. The
Rawanga literary movement emerged in the
1970s and quickly became one of the most
influential intellectual and artistic movements
in  Kurdish literature. Through literary
manifestos and experimental poetic practices,
Rawanga promoted concepts such as “new
speech,” “new thought,” and “new action” as
fundamental principles of literary creativity and
social transformation (10, 16). Sherko Bekas,

as the central figure of this movement,
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introduced radical innovations in poetic form,
language, and visual representation. His
poetry incorporated symbolism, mythological
references, typographical experimentation,
narrative structures, poster poetry, and poetic
novels, thereby extending Kurdish poetry
beyond conventional lyric forms (17, 18). Bekas
transformed poetic language into a dynamic
and multilayered medium capable of
expressing historical trauma, exile, memory,
environmental consciousness, resistance, and
existential anxiety. Unlike earlier generations,
whose poetic language often remained tied to
realism or direct political discourse, Bekas
embraced ambiguity, fragmentation,
metaphorical density, and visual aesthetics as
central components of poetic expression. His
experimentation with  “poem-novel” and
“concrete poetry” reflected an advanced stage
of literary modernism in which poetry became
simultaneously narrative, visual, philosophical,
and performative (11, 16). The study also
demonstrates that the Rawanga movement
transformed Kurdish poetry into a global
literary phenomenon by connecting Kurdish
experiences with universal human concerns
while preserving a distinctly Kurdish cultural
and linguistic identity. Through linguistic
innovation and symbolic depth, Bekas
succeeded in elevating Kurdish poetic
language to unprecedented expressive
capacities and established himself as one of
the most internationally recognized Kurdish

poets.

In conclusion, the evolution of style in modern
Kurdish poetry reflects a continuous process
of literary experimentation, cultural resistance,
and intellectual renewal extending from
Abdullah Goran to Abdullah Pashiw and
Sherko Bekas. Modern Kurdish poetry
gradually moved away from classical
structures and inherited literary conventions
toward innovative poetic forms capable of
expressing the complexities of modern
Kurdish existence. Each of these poets
contributed uniquely to this transformation:
Goran established the foundations of modern
poetic discourse through formal and thematic
innovation; Pashiw expanded the emotional,
political, and linguistic dimensions of Kurdish
poetry; and Bekas elevated Kurdish poetic
modernism through radical experimentation
and global literary engagement. The stylistic
evolution of Kurdish poetry therefore cannot
be reduced merely to technical developments
in form or language, but must instead be
understood as part of a broader historical
struggle for identity, freedom, cultural survival,
and artistic autonomy. Modern Kurdish poetry
ultimately emerged as a powerful literary
tradition that transformed individual suffering
and collective memory into creative
expression while continuously redefining the
relationship between poetry, society, and

modernity.
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