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Abstract
This study, with a focus on the discourse stylistics of the Shahnameh, examines discourse analysis based on the

linguistic layer (with an emphasis on the frequency and impact of keywords) in the epic section of the Shahnameh,
with particular reference to the story of Rostam and Esfandiar. The present research is founded on the assumption
that the Shahnameh is not merely a literary text, but also a historical-cultural discourse in which values,
ideologies, and power relations are represented. The primary objective of the study is to explain the linguistic
and narrative mechanisms involved in the production of epic discourse and to reveal the hidden ideologies
underlying heroic narratives. The research method is descriptive-analytical and is based on discourse stylistics
and textual analysis, in which selected verses have been examined in terms of keywords, sentence types,
rhetorical devices, point of view, and narrative oppositions. The findings of the study demonstrate that the
examination of the linguistic layer revealed that key terms such as fate, wisdom, religion, God, king, hero, and
epic vocabulary were employed not randomly, but consciously and purposefully, each carrying a particular
semantic, evaluative, and ideological load. Through the frequency of these lexical items, Ferdowsi constructs a
conceptual network in which political power, religious legitimacy, heroic ethics, and human destiny are
continuously interacting and confronting one another. Furthermore, the analysis of sentence types, verbs, and
narrative tenses indicated that the language of the Shahnameh is not neutral; rather, it is an active and performative
language that, through commands, prohibitions, questions, oaths, and imperative verbs, either consolidates or
challenges the power relations and social positions of the characters.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines discourse
analysis based on the linguistic layer in the
epic section of Ferdowsi’'s Shahnameh, with
particular emphasis on the frequency and
semantic-ideological impact of key lexical
items in the story of Rostam and Esfandiar.
The study is grounded in the premise that the
Shahnameh is not merely a literary monument
or a national epic, but a complex historical-
cultural discourse in which language functions
as a medium for representing value systems,
ideological tensions, political legitimacy, heroic
ethics, and the tragic confrontation between
individual agency and supra-individual
structures of power. Within this framework, the
story of Rostam and Esfandiar occupies a
privileged position because it brings together
two major discursive orders: the heroic
discourse represented by Rostam, which is
associated with experience, freedom, honor,
wisdom, and ethical autonomy, and the royal-

religious discourse represented by Esfandiar,
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which is associated with obedience, divine
mission, institutional power, and the
legitimizing force of kingship. The theoretical
foundation of the research draws on discourse
stylistics and critical discourse analysis,
especially the view that textual structures are
inseparable from social relations, ideological
formations, and historically situated practices
of meaning-making (1). From this perspective,
the linguistic surface of the poem is not a
decorative layer but the first visible level
through which deeper ideological and cultural
structures can be reconstructed. The
Shahnameh has repeatedly been interpreted
as a work in which myth, history, national
memory, and ethical reflection intersect (7, 11,
17); therefore, the analysis of its key words can
reveal how Ferdowsi constructs the
conceptual universe of epic narration through
recurring lexical signs.

Methodologically, the research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach and relies on

close textual analysis within the framework of
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discourse stylistics. The selected verses from
the story of Rostam and Esfandiar are
examined with attention to the frequency,
contextual distribution, and semantic function
of key words such as “fate,” “wisdom,”
“religion,” “God,” “king,” and “hero.” These
lexical items are treated as discourse markers
rather than isolated poetic expressions,
because their recurrence contributes to the
formation of a coherent conceptual network
that structures the reader’s understanding of
power, legitimacy, morality, and destiny. The
study also considers sentence types, verbal
forms, imperative and prohibitive structures,
oaths, questions, and evaluative expressions,
because these linguistic choices shape the
social positioning of the characters and reveal
the tensions between command and
persuasion, obedience and resistance, royal
authority and heroic autonomy. In this sense,
the study benefits from Halliday’s systemic-
functional view of language, according to
which language simultaneously performs
ideational, interpersonal, and textual functions,
and linguistic choices are related to the social
and situational context in which meaning is
produced (2). The linguistic layer is therefore
understood as the foundational level of
stylistic-discursive analysis: it includes lexical
selection, repetition, syntactic arrangement,
rhetorical devices, and the distribution of
verbal agency. Such an approach is
particularly suitable for the Shahnameh,
because Ferdowsi’s poetic language is highly
value-laden, and

structured, culturally

encoded, and its stylistic patterns are closely
related to its ethical and ideological concerns
(3, 6).

The findings show that the word “fate”
functions as one of the most important
semantic nuclei in the epic discourse of the
story. In Ferdowsi’'s narrative system, fate is
not merely a synonym for chance or blind
accident; rather, it operates at the boundary
between divine destiny, cosmic order, and the
consequences of human action. Its repeated
appearance in moments of crisis and turning
points gives it a central role in the construction
of tragic meaning. Through this word, the
poem negotiates the relationship between
human will and predetermined order,
especially in situations where heroic agency
appears powerful but ultimately limited. In the
story of Rostam and Esfandiar, fate does not
erase responsibility; instead, it intensifies the
tragic weight of decision-making by showing
that characters act within a world where
political command, religious duty, heroic
honor, and cosmic destiny intersect. The word
“‘wisdom” is equally central and functions as
the ethical axis of the narrative. Ferdowsi’s
discourse repeatedly presents wisdom as the
highest measure of judgment, superior to
physical strength, royal command, and
impulsive anger. Rostam’s language often
appeals to wisdom as a criterion of right action,
while Esfandiar’s tragedy partly emerges from
the contradiction between his claim to wisdom
and his practical submission to royal authority.

This contrast confirms that in the Shahnameh,
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wisdom is not a purely intellectual faculty but
an ethical and social principle that regulates
power and restrains destructive action (8, 10).
The recurrence of wisdom-related vocabulary
thus establishes a discursive opposition
between reflective heroism and rigid
obedience, between ethical discernment and
institutional compulsion.

Another major finding concerns the ideological
function of the word “religion.” In the story of
Esfandiar, religion is not merely a personal
belief or spiritual orientation; it becomes a
public discourse of legitimacy, identity, and
authority. Esfandiar defines his mission
through religion, and his self-representation
depends on the idea that his battles and
commands serve a sacred order. However,
the narrative does not present this religious
discourse in a simple or one-dimensional way.
On the one hand, religion is associated with
cosmic order, moral purpose, and the struggle
against demonic forces; on the other hand, it
becomes entangled with royal power and
political obedience. This ambiguity is crucial,
because the tragedy of Esfandiar arises
precisely from the fusion of religious duty with
the command of G, In contrast, Rostam’s
position suggests a more inward, wisdom-
based understanding of ethical duty, one that
does not reduce righteousness to obedience
to the king. The word “king” also plays a
decisive role in the linguistic construction of
power. In the Shahnameh, the king is not a

stable or unproblematic figure: kingship can

signify order, justice, divine favor, and social
stability, but it can also become the source of
error, tyranny, and catastrophe. The repeated
use of royal titles, honorific expressions, and
legitimizing adjectives shows how language
naturalizes hierarchy and constructs political
authority. Yet Ferdowsi’s discourse
simultaneously opens the possibility of critique
by showing that royal legitimacy depends on
wisdom, justice, and moral restraint (9, 12, 18).
Thus, the lexical field of kingship becomes a
site of ideological struggle rather than a simple
affirmation of monarchy.

The study further demonstrates that the
language of the Shahnameh is performative
and action-oriented. It does not merely
describe events; it participates in the
production of social relations. Commands,
prohibitions, warnings, oaths, questions, and
direct addresses are among the linguistic
forms through which characters position
themselves and others within structures of
power. Rostam’s speech frequently uses
advice, warning, and ethical reasoning to
challenge the absolutism of Esfandiar’s
mission, while Esfandiar’s speech often relies
on obligation, divine justification, and royal
command. This difference in speech patterns
reveals two competing discursive formations:
one dialogic, experiential, and ethically
reflective; the other authoritative, mission-
oriented, and politically sanctioned. The
analysis of verbal forms and sentence types
therefore confirms that the linguistic layer is

inseparable from the ideological layer. Even
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apparently simple lexical choices contribute to
the construction of social hierarchy and moral
evaluation. From the perspective of discourse
stylistics, Ferdowsi’'s repeated use of key
words does not merely create poetic cohesion;
it produces a conceptual order in which fate,
wisdom, religion, kingship, and heroism define
and contest one another. The story of Rostam
and Esfandiar is therefore not only a heroic
confrontation between two great warriors, but
a discursive confrontation between two
models of legitimacy and two understandings
of moral action. This interpretation is
consistent with readings of the Shahnameh
that emphasize its layered structure, its fusion
of myth and history, and its constant
engagement with the ethics of power (13-16).

In conclusion, the research shows that the
linguistic layer of the story of Rostam and
Esfandiar provides a reliable entry point into
the deeper discursive and ideological structure
of the Shahnameh. The frequency and
placement of key words reveal that Ferdowsi’s
epic language is carefully organized and
conceptually charged. Words such as fate,
wisdom, religion, king, God, and hero are not
accidental poetic elements; they are central
signs through which the poem constructs its
tragic vision of human life, political authority,
and ethical responsibility. The study concludes
that Ferdowsi’s language is not neutral,
passive, or merely ornamental. It is an active
discursive force that establishes, questions,
and sometimes destabilizes relations of

power. Through the linguistic distribution of

command, counsel, warning, oath, and
judgment, the story transforms heroic conflict
into a profound meditation on authority,
obedience, wisdom, and destiny. The
confrontation between Rostam and Esfandiar
therefore gains its enduring significance not
only from its dramatic plot, but from the
linguistic and ideological density through
which Ferdowsi turns an epic battle into a
multilayered reflection on the limits of power
and the tragic consequences of separating

command from wisdom.
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