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Manifestations of Coquetry and Devotion in Nizami’s Layla and Majnun
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Abstract
Lyric literature is one of the oldest and most delicate branches of Persian poetry, in which human emotion,

imagination, and affection are manifested through a poetic and musical form. This literary genre serves as the
language of the heart and the mirror of humanity’s inner passion, finding expression in themes such as love,
separation, longing, sorrow, hope, and supplication. Among the lyrical masterpieces of Persian literature, Nizami
Ganjavi’s Layla and Majnun occupies a distinguished position because Nizami elevates earthly love to a divine
and mystical level, transforming the relationship between lover and beloved into a symbol of humanity’s
connection with truth and the Divine Beloved. In this work, the two fundamental concepts of “coquetry” (naz)
and “devotion” (niyaz) constitute the foundation of the story’s emotional and spiritual movement. Naz represents
the beloved’s dignity, modesty, and rationality; a form of withdrawal that intensifies the lover’s longing and
enhances the sanctity of love. In contrast, niyaz reflects the lover’s surrender, self-sacrifice, and humility, through
which, by means of suffering and yearning, a deeper understanding of love and self-knowledge is attained.
Employing a descriptive-analytical method and content analysis, this study examines the manifestations of naz
and niyaz within the verbal, behavioral, intellectual, and mystical dimensions of Layla and Majnun. The findings
demonstrate that Layla’s naz is not a sign of indifference, but rather an expression of wisdom, chastity, and
feminine self-awareness, while Majnun’s niyaz does not arise from weakness, but from mystical passion and the
desire for annihilation in the beloved. Through the interaction of these two opposing forces, Nizami constructs
an image of ideal love in which human beings, through the passage from naz to niyaz, transcend earthly affection
and attain spiritual illumination. Thus, Layla and Majnun represents a synthesis of Persian lyrical literature and
a manifestation of the interconnection among reason, emotion, mysticism, and ethics in Persian poetry.
Keywords: Coquetry (Naz), Devotion (Niyaz), Layla and Majnun, Nizami Ganjavi
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Lyric literature constitutes one of the most

refined domains of classical Persian poetry,
because it transforms inward emotion,
imaginative intensity, longing, sorrow, hope,
supplication, and the desire for union into a
symbolic and musical language. Within this
tradition, Nizami Ganjavi’'s Layli and Majnun
occupies a privileged position, not merely as a
romantic narrative, but as a poetic structure in
which earthly love gradually acquires ethical,
intellectual, and mystical dimensions. The
poem draws on the well-known Arabic story of
Qays and Layli, yet Nizami reshapes this
inherited material into a deeply Persian,
aesthetic, and metaphysical discourse on love,
suffering, self-loss, and spiritual elevation (2,
13). In this work, the two interrelated concepts
of naz and niyaz form the central semantic and

emotional axis of the narrative. Naz refers to
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the dignity, self-restraint, reserve, coquetry,
and elevated distance of the beloved, while
niyaz signifies the lover's need, humility,
supplication,  sincerity, and existential
dependence on the beloved. These two forces
are not separate or contradictory in a simple
sense; rather, they constitute a dialectical
structure through which love is intensified,
purified, and spiritualized. As studies of lyric
and mystical literature have shown, the
tension between the beloved’s reserve and the
lover's need is one of the essential
mechanisms through which Persian poetry
converts personal desire into a symbolic path
toward self-knowledge and transcendence (1,
3)-
The theoretical basis of this study rests on the
semantic and mystical meanings of naz and

niyaz in Persian literary and Sufi discourse. In
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lexical usage, naz is associated with charm,
grace, attractive reluctance, coquettishness,
and gestures that imply desirability and
belovedness (4). In mystical terminology, it
also refers to the beloved’s strengthening of
the lover in love, or to the beloved’s subtle
captivating of the lover through distance and
beauty (5, 8). Thus, naz is not mere arrogance
or indifference; it is a meaningful aesthetic and
ethical posture through which the beloved
preserves dignity, intensifies desire, and
protects love from vulgar possession. By
contrast, niyaz refers to need, supplication,
humility, request, devotion, and the lover’s
movement toward the beloved from a position
of poverty and dependence (4). In mystical
sources, niyaz is described as a magnetic
force that draws the secrets of truth toward
itself, thereby transforming need into a
metaphysical principle of spiritual attraction
(10). Sufi thought often distinguishes the
station of the beloved as one of apparent
independence and the station of the lover as
one of poverty, yearning, and need; this
distinction gives the relationship between naz
and niyaz its spiritual depth (9, 11).

Methodologically, this research adopts a
descriptive-analytical approach based on
content analysis. The primary textual corpus is
Nizami’s Layli and Majnun, from which verses
related to naz and niyaz are identified,
classified, and interpreted according to verbal,
behavioral, intellectual, emotional, bodily, and
mystical dimensions (13). The analysis also

draws on interpretive, literary, lexical, and

mystical sources in order to clarify the
conceptual background of the two terms and
their function within the poem’s narrative
architecture. The study is guided by two main
guestions: first, what manifestations do naz
and niyaz assume in Layli and Majnun, and at
what levels of speech, behavior, thought, and
mystical experience do they appear? Second,
how does the relationship between naz and
niyaz contribute to the movement from earthly
love toward divine or spiritual love? Previous
research on Nizami’s romantic poems has
emphasized the role of women, emotional
aesthetics, and the transformation of human
love into an elevated ethical and spiritual
experience (1, 2). Similarly, studies of naz and
niyaz in Persian lyric poetry demonstrate that
the beloved’s reserve and the lover’s
supplication are among the most productive
structures of Persian love poetry, especially in
the works of Sanai, Hafez, and other major
poets (3, 20, 21).

The findings show that Layli’'s naz appears in
several interconnected forms: manifest naz,
hidden naz, behavioral and bodily naz, and
verbal naz. Manifest naz is visible in Layli's
elevated position, her unattainability, her
dignity, and the symbolic distance that
separates her from Majnun. In Nizami’s
imagery, Layli often appears like the moon, a
star, a hidden treasure, or a sealed bud; these
metaphors simultaneously express beauty,
distance, purity, and inaccessibility (13).
Hidden naz appears in silence, concealment,

indirect communication, veiled longing, and
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the preservation of love behind social and
ethical boundaries. Even after her forced
marriage, Layli’'s inner fidelity to Majnun
remains concealed beneath the outward form
of social obedience, showing that her silence
is not lovelessness but a culturally and
ethically coded form of love. Behavioral and
bodily naz is manifested through gaze,
movement, bodily grace, hair, face, and
gestures, by which Layli’'s beauty exerts
influence without direct speech. Verbal naz,
meanwhile, appears through indirect
guestions, deferential speech, delayed
response, allusion, and modest rhetorical
concealment. Through these forms, Nizami
portrays Layli not as passive or merely
inaccessible, but as a figure of wisdom,
chastity, self-awareness, and ethical control.
Her naz protects love from immediate
consumption and transforms it into a
disciplined, dignified, and spiritually charged
experience (6, 7, 16).

The manifestations of niyaz are equally varied
and appear through Majnun’s emotional
dependence, spiritual longing, bodily suffering,
and intellectual search for meaning. Romantic
or emotional niyaz is evident in Majnun’s
sleeplessness, tears, wandering, address to
the morning breeze, and inability to conceal
the secret of love. His need is first experienced
as separation, longing, and psychic
restlessness, but gradually becomes a force
that strips him of ordinary identity (13). Mystical
niyaz emerges when Majnun’s love exceeds

the boundaries of personal desire and

becomes a form of annihilation, sacrifice, and
spiritual absorption. His tearing of garments,
acceptance of pain, willingness to be
sacrificed, and movement into wilderness all
signify a transition from social selfhood to
mystical self-loss (17, 19). Bodily and sensual
niyaz also appears in the poem, especially
through the language of scent, beauty, longing
for union, and the pain caused by Layli’s forced
marriage; yet Nizami does not allow this
dimension to remain merely sensual. Instead,
bodily longing becomes the starting point for
ethical refinement and spiritual elevation.
Finally, intellectual and epistemic niyaz
appears when Majnun begins to ask about the
meaning of his suffering, the remedy for his
pain, and the truth of love. In this sense, his
need becomes a path to knowledge, while
Layli’s distance becomes the condition for his
inward transformation (14, 15, 18).

The study concludes that Layli and Majnun is
structured around the dynamic interaction of
naz and niyaz, and that this interaction is the
main mechanism through which Nizami
transforms a human love story into a poetic
model of spiritual ascent. Layli’'s naz is not
cruelty, indifference, or simple feminine
coquetry; it is the symbolic form of dignity,
chastity, self-possession, and the preservation
of love’s sanctity. Majnun’s niyaz is not
weakness, humiliation, or irrational collapse; it
is the existential movement of the lover toward
surrender, purification, and self-
transcendence. Together, these two forces

create an ideal conception of love in which
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desire is disciplined, suffering becomes
meaningful, and separation becomes a path
toward inner vision. Nizami presents love as a
field where body and soul, reason and
emotion, human affection and divine longing
are not mutually exclusive but gradually
integrated. In this framework, naz gives love
depth, distance, and dignity, while niyaz gives
it motion, sincerity, and transformative power.
Thus, Layli and Majnun stands as one of the
most profound achievements of Persian lyric
literature, because it turns the pain of
unattained love into a vision of ethical beauty,

mystical knowledge, and human perfection.
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