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Evaluation of the Book Matla“ al-Qawafi fi ‘Ilm al-Usiil Based on the Criteria of a Textbook

Morteza Yazdani®, Maryam Mahmoodi'*

1. Department of Persian Language and Literature, Deh.C., Islamic Azad University, Isfahan, Iran
*Corresponding Author’s Email: m.mahmoodi@iau.ac.ir

Abstract
Abstract: Matla® al-Qawafi f1 ‘Ilm al-Usil is an instructional treatise written by Razi al-Din Muhammad ibn

Muhammad Shafi* Mostowfi, an eleventh-century AH author, featuring an ornate prose style in its preface and
exhibiting the general characteristics of prose from that period in its remaining sections. The subject matter of
this book includes prosody, rhyme, poetic devices and rhetorical embellishments, as well as semantics and
rhetoric. The purpose of this article is to evaluate Matla“ as an educational text and to demonstrate the extent to
which the characteristics of textbooks have been observed in it. This evaluation was conducted using a
descriptive-analytical method. The findings of this study indicate that in the book Matla“, educational and short-
term objectives, as well as the methods for achieving them, are not clearly and explicitly stated in the preface
(introduction). The use of Arabic vocabulary and its high frequency (including Qur’anic verses, hadiths, poems,
and narrations), the use of difficult and obsolete words, scientific, philosophical, and mystical terminology
(without sufficient explanation), lengthy sentences, the absence of a clear and explicit guide, the lack of
appropriate activities and exercises, structural and grammatical ambiguities, and ambiguities in understanding
the meanings of words have diminished the scholarly value of the book. In the naming of chapters and categories,
no use has been made of keywords. The high frequency of Arabic prose and poetic examples indicates a lack of
connection between the author and the Persian-speaking reader, as well as cultural and ideological contradictions
between them and the imposition of the author’s beliefs and ideas upon the audience.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study evaluates Matla“ al-Qawafr fi ‘llm al-

Usidl as an instructional and textbook-like
treatise in the fields of prosody, rhyme,
rhetorical figures, and Persian-Arabic poetics.
The work, attributed to Razi al-Din Muhammad
ibn Muhammad Shafi° Mostowfi, belongs to
the intellectual and literary milieu of the
eleventh century AH and has remained in
manuscript form, with several extant copies
preserved in major Iranian manuscript
collections (1, 7). The book is structurally
divided into two main “hemistichs,” each
consisting of four “pillars,” a metaphorical

organization that reflects the author’s poetic
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imagination and his attempt to align the
architecture of the treatise with the terminology
of verse. The first hemistich concerns prosody
and rhyme, including definitions of poetry, the
principles of meter, segmentation, metrical
modifications, poetic feet, prosodic circles, and
the science of rhyme. The second hemistich
turns to rhetorical and literary embellishments,
including semantics, expression, and verbal
and semantic figures of speech. The
significance of studying this work lies not only
in its position among premodern Persian
rhetorical manuals but also in the possibility of
examining how a manuscript designed for

instruction corresponds, or fails to correspond,
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to the criteria of a modern textbook. Since the
sciences of rhetoric and eloquence have
historically been viewed as essential tools for
understanding literary expression and even
the miraculous eloquence of the Qur’an, works
such as Matla® deserve scholarly evaluation
both as literary-rhetorical texts and as
educational artifacts (2, 12).

The purpose of the present study is to assess
the extent to which Matla“ al-Qawafi observes
the essential characteristics of an effective
textbook. The research follows a descriptive-
analytical method and examines the book in
relation to criteria derived from studies on
textbook evaluation, academic  writing,
educational organization, and instructional
clarity. These criteria include explicit statement
of educational objectives, clarity in terminology
and conceptual explanation, acceptability of
viewpoints for the target community, provision
of periodic review and evaluation, availability
of visual aids such as tables and diagrams,
attractiveness and functionality of titles and
exercises, clarity of guidance for learning
activities, logical organization of concepts from
simple to difficult, and applicability of the book
in strengthening the four learning skills of
listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Previous research on desirable university
textbooks emphasizes the importance of
educational objectives, appropriate visual
design, clear chapter organization, references,
guestions for discussion, and activities that
stimulate inquiry and learning (3, 4). Similarly,

broader frameworks for textbook evaluation

insist that instructional content must be
coherent, socialy and  pedagogically
appropriate, sequentially organized, and
supported by exercises and assessment tools
that help learners consolidate knowledge (5, 6,
13). Based on these criteria, the study
investigates whether Matla“ functions merely
as a learned compilation or whether it can be
regarded as a pedagogically successful
textbook.

The findings show that the book does not
clearly state its educational goals in the
preface. Although the author announces his
intention to write on prosody, poetic devices,
and rhyme, he does so through highly ornate,
metaphorical, and panegyrical prose rather
than through a direct educational statement.
The preface is filled with praise of God, the
Prophet, the Imams, Imam Ali, and the patron
Khalifeh Soltan, and it includes expressions of
humility, complaint about the hardships of the
age, and elaborate rhetorical self-display.
However, it does not explain what the reader
is expected to learn, what level of learner the
book addresses, whether it is intended for
teachers, poets, students, or advanced
scholars, or what practical competencies
should be acquired after studying it. A textbook
should define its short-term and long-term
objectives, identify the intended audience, and
clarify the route through which the learner
moves from basic concepts to specialized
competence; Matla® does not provide such
guidance. This weakness is especially

important because prosody and rhetoric
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require gradual instruction, repeated practice,
and conceptual sequencing. Instead, the
book’s introduction reflects the stylistic
conventions of Safavid prose, including ornate
composition, extensive Arabicization, long
syntactic constructions, frequent allusions,
and rhetorical embellishment (9). While these
features may have literary value, they reduce
pedagogical transparency and make the text
difficult for learners who need clear definitions,
structured progression, and accessible
explanation.

Another major finding concerns the book’s
language, terminology, and explanatory
method. In a scientific and instructional text,
technical terms must be explained with
sufficient precision, especially when they are
archaic, ambiguous, philosophical, mystical, or
specialized. In Matla“, however, many Arabic,
Persian, philosophical, mystical, and prosodic
terms are used without adequate explanation.
Terms such as khafi, jali, thaqil al-wazn,
mutawatir, mutaradif, mujtathth, madhal,
maqfid‘, and mudari’ create interpretive
difficulty because they often carry both lexical
and technical meanings. The same problem
appears in mystical and philosophical
expressions such as hidden and manifest
lights, abstraction, witness, essential
differentiae, the two worlds, the seven
spheres, the lower world, simple elements,
and possible beings. Prosodic terms such as
iga‘, watad, sabab, watad maqrin, watad
mafriq, sabab khafif, sabab thaqil, jadh ", jabb,

jahf, takhniqg, salkh, fams, and mu‘aqaba are

also introduced or passed over without
sufficient pedagogical unpacking. From the
perspective of scientific writing and editing,
such density without definition weakens clarity
and hinders comprehension (10, 11).
Moreover, the excessive presence of Arabic
vocabulary, Qur'anic verses, hadiths, prayers,
Arabic poems, and Arabic prose examples
creates a linguistic gap between the author
and the Persian-speaking learner. Rather than
facilitating learning, this style often produces
fatigue, dependence on dictionaries, and
conceptual uncertainty.

The analysis also indicates that the book only
partially succeeds in structural organization.
On the one hand, the author attempts to
organize the text by dividing it into major parts,
pillars, and letters, and he generally begins
sections with definitions, which suggests an
awareness of logical progression. In the
second part, he also claims to distinguish the
sciences of meanings, expression, and verbal
and semantic embellishments, and this effort
gives the book a relatively systematic
character. On the other hand, the internal
organization is not always pedagogically
effective. Some topics are not placed where
they would be most logical;, for example,
discussions of figurative language could have
been arranged more coherently. The sections
on semantic figures include many devices, but
their order does not always reflect a clear
educational sequence. In several places, the
author provides brief definitions and examples,

while in other places he presents extensive
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information without adequate explanation,
practice, or review. The book lacks chapter
summaries, exercises, review questions,
guided activities, and formative assessment,
all of which are essential for turning
information into learning. It also lacks sufficient
visual aids. Apart from a few diagrams related
to prosodic circles, the book does not use
tables, charts, or comparative schemata that
could help learners understand prosodic feet,
metrical transformations, types of figurative
relation, or categories of rhetorical devices.
Since effective textbook design requires
conceptual scaffolding, meaningful examples,
and learning aids, this absence weakens the
book’s instructional functionality (3, 13).

The study further finds that the title, discourse,
examples, and ideological orientation of Matla“
affect its educational suitability. The title Matla“
is metaphorical and poetic; although
aesthetically appropriate for a literary work, it
is not sufficiently clear, descriptive, or
instructional for a textbook on prosody, rhyme,
and rhetoric. A textbook title should be
concise, informative, and directly
representative of its content, whereas this title
requires interpretation and does not
immediately identify the book’s educational
function (10). The author's use of poetic
metaphors for structural divisions, such as
hemistich, pillar, and letter, adds literary
beauty but does not necessarily improve
learning. The selected examples also
influence the learner’s experience. While the

book includes Persian and Arabic examples,

the high frequency of Arabic examples is
inconsistent with the author’s stated concern
with Persian poetry. In some rhetorical
categories, Arabic examples dominate, and in
some cases no Persian example is provided.
This weakens the connection between the
Persian-speaking reader and the instructional
content. Furthermore, the heavy religious,
ideological, and Arabicized discourse of the
book reflects the cultural and political context
of the Safavid period, particularly the
prominence of Shi‘i identity and courtly
patronage (9). While this contextual dimension
is historically meaningful, it may restrict the
text’'s broader educational accessibility and
reduce its compatibility with contemporary
expectations of inclusive, learner-centered
textbook design.

In conclusion, Matla“ al-Qawafr fi ‘IIm al-Usal
is an important manuscript in the history of
Persian prosody, rhyme, and rhetoric, and it
deserves attention as part of the written
heritage of Persian literary sciences. However,
when evaluated according to the criteria of an
educational textbook, it reveals significant
limitations. Its educational objectives are not
explicitly stated; its intended audience and
instructional level remain unclear; its
terminology is often difficult, archaic, and
insufficiently explained; its prose is ornate and
structurally complex; its Arabicized style
reduces accessibility for Persian-speaking
learners; and it lacks adequate exercises,
review sections, learning activities, visual aids,

and pedagogical guidance. The book has
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value as a historical and literary-rhetorical
source, but its effectiveness as a textbook is
limited by its failure to transform specialized
knowledge into a gradual, transparent,
learner-oriented instructional system. With
clearer objectives, better organization, more
Persian examples, explanatory footnotes,
simplified syntax, visual schemata, exercises,
and periodic reviews, the work could have
been more compatible with the educational
aims of prosody, rhyme, and rhetoric.
Therefore, the evaluation of Mat/a“ shows that
while the book reflects the literary taste,
scholarly ambition, and rhetorical culture of its
period, it only partially satisfies the standards
expected of a functional and effective

textbook.
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