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Abstract

One of the prominent elements in the structure of Persian poetry and literature is mysticism, which can be regarded as an
inseparable component of Persian literary tradition, particularly in poetic literature. It has been present throughout most
periods of Persian literature, and its traces extend into contemporary poetry and literary works, such that its manifestations
can still be observed in modern texts. Mystical themes, especially following the victory of the Islamic Revolution in 1979
and the Iran—Iraq War (1980-1988), penetrated more deeply into the minds and thoughts of poets and writers. One of the
poets whose work has acquired a mystical tone is Hossein Esrafili, who has successfully integrated his poetry—often
characterized by themes of resistance and perseverance—with mystical elements and symbols, thereby creating an elevated
and aesthetically refined thematic dimension. Esrafili, who is considered a representative figure of Sacred Defense poetry,
has employed his poetry in service of the ideals of the Revolution and in articulating the epics, bravery, and self-sacrifice of
national soldiers. He has merged many themes such as the Revolution, the Sacred Defense, struggle, and resistance with
mystical motifs including martyrdom, love, quest, longing, hope, altruism, patience, ecstasy, and spiritual madness. Through
this synthesis, he has established a profound and aesthetically compelling connection between mystical teachings and the
elements of resistance literature. This article aims to explicate the mystical components present in the resistance-oriented
poetry of Hossein Esrafili.

Keywords: Hossein Esrafili, Mysticism, Resistance Literature, Contemporary Literature, Contemporary Poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Mysticism has long constituted one of the most

significant ~ semantic and intellectual
foundations of Persian poetry, and its
presence in Persian literary history has
shaped not only classical poetic imagination
but also many forms of contemporary poetic
expression. In Persian literature, mystical

thought has functioned as a source of
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symbolic language, metaphysical insight,
ethical refinement, and spiritual depth,
allowing poets to transform personal emotion
and historical experience into elevated
aesthetic and conceptual structures. At the
same time, resistance literature has emerged
as one of the most purposeful and socially

committed branches of Persian literary
production, especially in periods marked by
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political upheaval, foreign aggression, social

oppression, and collective  struggle.
Resistance poetry does not merely seek
artistic pleasure; rather, it attempts to awaken
collective consciousness, strengthen the will to
endure, expose oppression, honor sacrifice,
and encourage moral steadfastness against
destructive forces (2, 6). In contemporary
Iranian literature, particularly after the Islamic
Revolution and the Iran-Iraq War, the
interaction between mystical discourse and
resistance  poetry became  especially
prominent. Sacred Defense poetry drew on
religious, national, epic, and mystical
resources to represent martyrdom, sacrifice,
devotion, patience, hope, and longing for
divine proximity. Within this literary-historical
context, Hossein Esrafili occupies a
distinguished position as one of the
representative poets of Sacred Defense
poetry. His poems combine revolutionary
commitment, patriotic sentiment, Shiite
symbolism, epic tone, and mystical imagery,
producing a poetic world in which resistance is
not only a political or military act but also a
form of spiritual wayfaring (8, 15, 27).

The present study investigates the relationship
between mysticism and resistance in the
poetry of Hossein Esrafili, with special
attention to the mystical symbols and concepts
embedded in his resistance-oriented poems.
The central problem of the study is that
although many scholars have examined
Sacred Defense literature, resistance motifs,

and the stylistic features of Esrafili's poetry,

the specific interconnection between mystical
semantics and resistance discourse in his
works has not been sufficiently analyzed.
Previous studies have examined mystical
themes in Sacred Defense poetry, the
aesthetic use of mystical elements in war
poetry, religious and mystical foundations in
contemporary  ceremonial  poetry, and
mystical-religious symbols in resistance poetry
(28-31). Other studies have focused on
Esrafili’'s poetic style, his use of social motifs,
his representation of Palestinian resistance,
the fusion of epic and ghazal in his poetry, and
the culture of jihad and martyrdom in his
metaphorical language (13, 27, 32-34).
However, this study seeks to show that in
Esrafili’'s poetic system, mystical concepts are
not merely decorative or inherited literary
conventions; rather, they become structural
components through which the experience of
war, martyrdom, national defense, and
revolutionary commitment is interpreted as a
sacred and transcendent struggle.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical
method and relies on library-based data
collection. The selected poems of Hossein
Esrafili are examined in relation to the
conceptual fields of Persian mysticism and
resistance literature. The analysis first
establishes the theoretical background of
resistance literature, defining it as a committed
and socially engaged literary form that arises
in response to threats against collective
dignity, freedom, identity, homeland, and

moral order (4, 9). It then situates Esrafili within
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the tradition of Sacred Defense poetry, noting
that his work is marked by religious diction,
epic intensity, symbolic density, revolutionary
devotion, and a fusion of mystical and heroic
expression (8, 13). The study also draws on
classical and modern sources on mystical
terminology in order to clarify the meanings of
concepts such as martyrdom, hope, longing,
patience, love, intoxication, and spiritual
madness (18, 23, 24). Through close reading,
the article identifies the ways in which Esrafili
adapts these concepts to the semantic world
of war and resistance. In this framework, the
battlefield becomes a symbolic space of
spiritual trial, the martyr becomes a realized
mystic, sacrifice becomes a form of self-
annihilation before God, and resistance
becomes a path toward spiritual elevation.

The findings show that martyrdom is one of the
most central mystical-resistance motifs in
Esrafili’'s poetry. In mystical discourse, the
martyr may be understood as one who is
annihilated in divine manifestation and whose
death signifies presence before the Truth
rather than mere physical extinction (18).
Esrafili uses this semantic field to represent
the martyrs of the Sacred Defense as chosen
figures whose blood seals the covenant of love
and whose death opens the path to divine
encounter. Similarly, hope and longing appear
as key spiritual emotions in his poetry. Hope,
or raja, is associated with trust in divine grace
and expectation of spiritual fulfilment (19); in
Esrafili’'s poems, this hope is directed toward

intercession, martyrdom, victory, and reunion

with God. Longing is also connected with the
anticipation of the promised savior and the
desire for divine proximity. The motif of waiting
for deliverance, especially in relation to
Mahdism, occupies an important position in
the mystical imagination of Shiite and Sufi
traditions, where the promised savior may be
associated with concepts such as perfect
sainthood, guidance, and the ultimate
restoration of justice (21, 22). Esrafili integrates
this expectation with the experience of national
suffering and collective resistance, presenting
the homeland as a wounded yet hopeful entity
awaiting renewal, justice, and spiritual
liberation.

Another major finding is that Esrafili repeatedly
links resistance with sacrifice, patience, love,
intoxication, and madness, thereby
transforming the vocabulary of war into the
language of spiritual wayfaring. Sacrifice in his
poetry is not simply a military virtue; it is an
existential and mystical act through which the
fighter transcends self-interest and offers body
and soul to a higher truth. Patience, which
occupies a fundamental place in the stages of
mystical discipline, is also presented as a
necessary quality of the combatant who
endures hardship, danger, and separation with
reliance on God (23). Love is perhaps the most
expansive of these concepts. In Sufi thought,
love is not ordinary affection but an
overwhelming divine force that burns away all
that is other than the Beloved (18, 24). Esrafili
places this understanding of love at the center

of battlefield experience: the true fighter is one
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who guards the sanctity of love under the rain
of swords, bullets, and spears. His use of wine,
intoxication, tavern, cup, and cupbearer also
belongs to the symbolic lexicon of Persian
mysticism, but in his poetry these symbols are
redirected toward martyrdom, self-loss, and
entrance into the divine court. Finally,
madness functions as the opposite of ordinary
calculation; it signifies the state in which the
lover abandons rational hesitation and accepts
danger, blood, and annihilation in the path of
the Beloved (26). Thus, Esrafili's resistance
poetry presents the fighter not merely as a
soldier but as a lover, wayfarer, ecstatic, and
witness.

In conclusion, the poetry of Hossein Esrafili
demonstrates a meaningful and aesthetically
powerful fusion of mysticism and resistance.
His work shows that Sacred Defense poetry is
not limited to documentary representation,
patriotic exhortation, or political commitment; it
can also transform historical conflict into a
symbolic and spiritual drama. In his poems,
martyrdom, sacrifice, patience, hope, longing,
love, intoxication, and madness operate as
interconnected  concepts that elevate
resistance from a material struggle into a
sacred journey. Through this synthesis, Esrafili
gives spiritual depth to the experience of war
and grants mystical resonance to the ideals of
homeland, revolution, faith, and collective
endurance. The article concludes that Esrafili’s
poetic achievement lies in his ability to
combine national, religious, epic, and mystical

elements in a unified poetic language, thereby

creating a form of resistance poetry that is both

socially committed and spiritually

transcendent.
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