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An Ecocritical Reading in the Contemporary Era with Emphasis on the Works of Four Poets
(Sohrab Sepehri, Simin Behbahani, Fereydoun Moshiri, and Houshang Ebtehaj): The Role of
Nature in the Creation of Literary Concepts, Images, and Beliefs
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Abstract

Language and literature are formed through continuous interaction with the surrounding environment, and ecological,
climatic, and cultural factors play a decisive role in shaping linguistic structures, modes of imagery, and the formation of
literary motifs. Linguistic theories, from Sapir to contemporary scholars, have emphasized the direct influence of language
structure on modes of thought, while many recent studies demonstrate that language itself evolves in a profound relationship
with geographical, climatic, and environmental factors. In this sense, climate not only affects phonetics, vocabulary, and
local expressions, but also constitutes the origin of metaphors, metonymies, proverbs, and other elements of literary
imagination. This article, adopting an ecocritical approach, addresses the question of how nature contributes to the creation
of literary concepts and images, and what kind of relationship exists between the ecological characteristics of each region
and the structure of imagination, cultural beliefs, and the worldview of writers and poets. The analysis of literary samples
indicates that climate can lead to the creation of enduring motifs, including recurring representations such as drought, rain,
mountains, wind, or vegetation; these elements possess not only aesthetic functions but also semantic and ideological roles
within the text. From this perspective, ecocriticism provides a pathway for a deeper understanding of the semantic layers of
literary texts and demonstrates how nature, as an active source, contributes to the formation of the literary world.
Keywords: Ecocentrism; Ecocriticism; Climatic Literature; Imagery; Language and Climate; Literary Concepts; Nature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study develops an ecocritical

reading of contemporary Persian poetry by
foregrounding the dynamic, constitutive
relationship between environment, language,
and literary imagination, with particular
emphasis on how ecological and climatic
conditions shape not only thematic content but
also the deeper cognitive and semiotic
structures of literary production . Drawing upon
foundational insights in linguistic theory that
posit a reciprocal relationship between
language and thought, the article advances
the argument that this relationship is further
embedded within material and ecological
contexts, such that climate, geography, and
modes of subsistence actively inform the
formation of metaphors, idioms, symbolic
systems, and aesthetic configurations. Rather

than treating nature as a passive backdrop,
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the study conceptualizes it as an active
semiotic agent that co-produces meaning
within literary texts. This perspective is aligned
with ecocritical frameworks that challenge
anthropocentric epistemologies and
emphasize the interdependence of human and
non-human systems, suggesting that literary
works function as sites where environmental
realities are not merely represented but
cognitively and culturally processed through
language.
The theoretical framework of the study is
grounded in ecocriticism as an interdisciplinary
field that

environmental humanities, and ecological

intersects literary  studies,
linguistics, enabling a multi-layered analysis of
textual production. Within this framework,
several dominant paradigms are examined,

including anthropocentrism, ecocentrism,
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interactive models, ecofeminism, and pastoral
discourse, each offering distinct interpretive
lenses for understanding the human-nature
relationship. Anthropocentrism, for instance,
privileges human agency and legitimizes
instrumental exploitation of nature, often
reflected in linguistic structures that encode
hierarchical distinctions between human and
non-human entities, thereby reinforcing
asymmetrical power relations (3). In contrast,
ecocentrism foregrounds the intrinsic value of
all living and non-living components of
ecosystems, emphasizing reciprocal
relationships and ethical interdependence, as
illustrated in mythological and ritualistic
practices that attribute agency and sacredness
to natural entities (1). The interactive approach
attempts to reconcile these perspectives by
positing a balanced relationship, although it
remains theoretically contested due to the
asymmetry of power in practical contexts.
These paradigms collectively demonstrate that
literary discourse is deeply embedded in
ideological structures that reflect broader
cultural attitudes toward the environment.

A central dimension of the analysis concerns
the role of language as a mediating structure
through which ecological realities are
encoded, transformed, and disseminated
within literary texts. The study employs
ecological linguistics to examine how linguistic
features such as metaphor, deviation,
categorization, and grammatical structures
environmental

contribute to  shaping

perception. For instance, the wuse of

uncountable nouns to describe natural
resources (e.g., water, air, soil) constructs an
illusion of infinitude, thereby masking their
ecological limits and facilitating exploitative
practices. Similarly, binary oppositions
embedded in lexical systems (e.g.,
large/small, strong/weak) often carry implicit
value judgments that privilege expansion,
growth, and accumulation, aligning with
dominant economic and developmental
ideologies. The concept of deviation from
linguistic norms is particularly significant in
poetic discourse, where it functions as a
mechanism of aesthetic foregrounding and
semantic innovation, enabling poets to
reconfigure conventional meanings and
generate new modes of environmental
perception (7). Furthermore, discourse
analysis reveals that descriptive practices are
not neutral but performative, shaping social
action and environmental attitudes by
assigning positive or negative value to natural
phenomena, thus linking language directly to
ecological ethics (8).

The study also investigates the aesthetic and
cognitive dimensions of literary imagination,
emphasizing how sensory experience and
environmental interaction inform the creative
process. Drawing on classical philosophical
perspectives, it considers the notion that
artistic production is both mimetic and
transformative, involving a reconfiguration of
sensory inputs into symbolic representations
that convey subjective and collective

meanings (5). In this context, the natural
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environment serves as both a source of
sensory stimuli and a reservoir of symbolic
resources, enabling poets to construct
complex networks of imagery and meaning.
The analysis demonstrates that recurring
ecological motifs—such as drought, rain, wind,
mountains, and vegetation—function not
merely as descriptive elements but as carriers
of cultural memory, emotional resonance, and
ideological significance. These motifs often
acquire layered meanings through historical
repetition and intertextuality, evolving into
archetypal symbols that structure literary
narratives and shape reader interpretation.
The persistence of such motifs across different
periods and genres underscores the enduring
influence of ecological conditions on literary
production.

In  examining the selected works of
contemporary Persian poets, the study
identifies distinct patterns of ecological
representation that reflect both individual
stylistic choices and broader cultural contexts.
These poets engage with nature in diverse
ways, ranging from mystical identification and
symbolic abstraction to social critique and
environmental awareness. The analysis
reveals that poetic language often
incorporates ecological elements as integral
components of thematic development,
narrative structure, and ideological positioning.
For example, the use of pastoral imagery may
evoke an idealized vision of rural life that
contrasts with the perceived alienation of

modern urban existence, thereby functioning

as a critique of industrialization and
technological dominance (2).
highlight  the

interconnected oppression of women and

Similarly,
ecofeminist  perspectives
nature within patriarchal systems, suggesting
that literary representations of the environment
are inseparable from broader socio-political
dynamics (1). The integration of these
perspectives demonstrates the capacity of
literary texts to engage with complex
ecological and ethical issues, positioning them
as critical sites for environmental reflection
and cultural negotiation.

The findings of the study underscore the
necessity of adopting an ecocritical approach
to literary analysis in order to fully comprehend
the multifaceted relationship between nature,
language, and culture. By revealing the deep
structural connections between ecological
conditions and literary expression, the
research contributes to a more nuanced
understanding of how environmental factors
shape not only the content but also the form
and function of literary texts. It highlights the
role of literature as both a reflection of
ecological realities and a participant in the
construction of environmental consciousness,
capable of influencing public attitudes and
ethical frameworks. Moreover, the study
suggests that ecocriticism offers valuable
methodological tools for  addressing
contemporary environmental challenges by
fostering interdisciplinary  dialogue and
promoting a holistic understanding of human—

nature interactions.
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In conclusion, the article demonstrates that
nature operates as a fundamental, generative
force within literary systems, influencing
linguistic structures, aesthetic forms, and
ideological orientations in profound and
enduring ways. The intricate interplay between
ecological conditions and literary creativity
reveals that texts are not autonomous artifacts
but embedded within broader environmental
This

significant implications for both literary studies

and cultural matrices. insight has
and environmental
that

literature requires attention to the material and

humanities, suggesting

a comprehensive understanding of

ecological contexts in which it is produced. By
foregrounding the active role of nature in
shaping literary meaning, the study opens new

avenues for research into ecological

aesthetics, environmental ethics, and the

cultural dimensions of sustainability, ultimately

contributing to a more integrated and

responsible engagement with the natural

world.
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