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A Study of the Narrative Structure of Nizami’s Layla and Majnun with Emphasis on
Narrative Elements
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Abstract

Among literary works that have endured, the narrative has occupied a significant portion, and every written story in the past
and present possesses elements that play a crucial role in the success or failure of a story and its author. This research, of a
descriptive-analytical nature, utilizing library-based resources, examines the narrative structure of Nizami’s Layla and
Majnun. The findings indicate that the central focus is on the characters Majnun and Layla, with other characters revolving
around their lives, each contributing to the unfolding of events through their speech and actions. The narrative is presented
in an overarching style, although Nizami also employed other techniques such as character dialogue, internal monologue,
and more. The tone derived from the vocabulary used in the characters’ speech generally conveys sorrow and grief, thereby
providing insight into the characters’ psychological states.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The narrative structure of Nezami’s lyrical
masterpiece Leyli and Majnun has long been
a focal point of scholarly inquiry, reflecting its
enduring significance in Persian literary
tradition. This study employs a descriptive-
analytical methodology to dissect the narrative
architecture of the text, emphasizing how its
constituent elements collectively shape
thematic coherence and emotional resonance.
As underscored in the foundational problem
statement, the integrity of any narrative hinges
on the precise integration of its structural
components, each contributing to the holistic
unity of the work; the absence or misalignment
of any single element risks destabilizing the
narrative’s overall impact. Leyli and Majnun
exemplifies this principle through its intricate
interplay of character, setting, and thematic
motifs, yet it also reveals vulnerabilities in its
structural execution. The research aims to
illuminate how Nezami’'s narrative choices—
both strengths and shortcomings—contribute
to the text’s legacy as a cornerstone of Persian
romantic poetry, while also addressing gaps in
existing scholarship regarding its structural

coherence. By situating the analysis within the
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broader context of narrative theory, this study
seeks to bridge historical literary critique with
contemporary narrative studies, offering a
nuanced perspective on the work’s enduring
appeal and limitations (4).
The methodology employed in this research is
rooted in a systematic, descriptive-analytical
approach, leveraging library-based resources
to conduct a granular examination of Leyli and
Majnun. This involves close textual analysis
alongside engagement with established
scholarly critiques to identify recurring
narrative patterns, structural devices, and
thematic undercurrents. The study prioritizes
textual evidence over speculative
interpretation, ensuring that all conclusions are
anchored in the primary source material. A key
focus is the narrative perspective, which
Nezami employs with deliberate variation:
while the overarching narration is omniscient,
he strategically incorporates character
dialogue, internal monologue, and episodic
framing to deepen emotional engagement.
This methodological rigor allows for a precise
mapping of how narrative techniques serve

thematic objectives, such as the portrayal of
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unrequited love and existential despair. The
analysis further considers the historical and
cultural context of the text, acknowledging its
role as a product of 12th-century Persian
literary conventions while assessing its
relevance to modern narrative theory. By
synthesizing these elements, the study
provides a comprehensive framework for
understanding Nezami’s narrative artistry and
its implications for literary scholarship (2, 3).

Central to Leyli and Majnun’s narrative
structure is its unwavering focus on the
protagonists, Leyli and Majnun, whose lives
and emotional journeys serve as the
narrative’s gravitational core. All secondary
characters and events orbit around their
relationship, functioning as catalysts for the
protagonists’” development rather than
independent narrative entities. This structural
choice creates a tightly woven narrative where
even peripheral figures, such as Noufel or
Leyli’s tribe, are defined by their interactions
with the central couple. Nezami further
enhances this cohesion through his masterful
use of narrative voice, blending omniscient
narration with intimate character perspectives.
The tone of the narrative, particularly in
dialogue, is steeped in melancholy, reflecting
the protagonists’ tragic circumstances and
deepening the reader’s emotional investment.
This tonal consistency not only underscores
the story’s thematic preoccupations with love
and loss but also provides psychological depth
to the characters, allowing readers to perceive

their inner turmoil through carefully crafted

speech and internal reflections. The result is a
narrative that, despite its structural flaws,
achieves profound emotional resonance
through its focused character development
and evocative language (7, 11).

Despite its narrative strengths, Leyli and
Majnun is marred by several structural
weaknesses that undermine its coherence and
narrative flow. The text frequently veers into
moralizing digressions, such as ethical
discourses or exaggerated descriptions of
Leyli’'s beauty and Majnun’s frenzied love,
which often distract from the central plot.
These passages, while perhaps intended to
elevate the story’s philosophical dimensions,
ultimately dilute its emotional impact by
diverting attention from the protagonists’
journey. Additionally, the inclusion of
fantastical settings—such as the celestial
garden described within the Arabian desert
during Leyli’s journey to Golestan—introduces
elements that lack narrative purpose and
disrupt the story’s logical progression. The use
of chapter headings that function as
summaries, such as “The Confrontation of
Noufel with Leyli’'s Tribe and the Triumph of
Victory,” further diminishes suspense and may
lead readers to disengage from the unfolding
narrative. Most critically, the intervention of
supernatural forces and divine determinism,
as seen in lines like “Where did my efforts go
to? This action was done and it was destined,”
introduces a fatalistic tone that conflicts with

the narrative’s otherwise humanistic focus,
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thereby weakening its internal logic and
thematic consistency (8, 14).

These structural weaknesses have profound
implications for the narrative’s effectiveness
and reader reception. The moralizing
passages and excessive descriptions, while
rich in imagery, fail to integrate seamlessly into
the narrative framework, creating a
dissonance between the story’s emotional
core and its decorative elements. This
dissonance risks alienating modern readers
who prioritize narrative cohesion and
character-driven storytelling. The fantastical
settings, though visually evocative, lack
narrative justification, making them feel like
arbitrary insertions rather than organic
components of the story. The chapter
headings, by summarizing events, rob the
narrative of its suspense and narrative tension,
potentially reducing reader engagement and
investment in the protagonists’ struggles.
Furthermore, the reliance on supernatural
interventions undermines the agency of the
characters, presenting their trials as
predetermined rather than the result of their
choices and actions. Collectively, these
elements contribute to a narrative that, while
thematically rich, suffers from a lack of
structural unity, which may hinder its
accessibility and resonance with
contemporary audiences seeking tightly
constructed narratives.

In conclusion, Nezami’s Leyli and Majnun
remains a seminal work in Persian literature,

showcasing a sophisticated narrative structure

that centers on the emotional and existential
journeys of its protagonists. The study reveals
that while the narrative’s omniscient
perspective and use of diverse narrative
techniques enhance its depth, certain
structural elements—such as moralizing
digressions, fantastical settings, chapter
summaries, and supernatural determinism—
compromise its coherence and narrative flow.
These findings underscore the critical
importance of aligning narrative elements with
the story’s thematic and emotional objectives
to maintain structural integrity. For scholars
and readers alike, understanding these
nuances provides a deeper appreciation of
Nezami’s literary craftsmanship and the
enduring legacy of Leyli and Majnun as a
foundational text in the tradition of Persian
romantic poetry. Future research could
explore comparative analyses with other
narrative traditions to further illuminate the
unique contributions of Nezami’s narrative
strategies, particularly in how they balance

structural innovation with thematic depth.
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