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Analysis of the Integrative and Rhetorical Approach in the Poetry of Homam Tabrizi
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Abstract

Homam Tabrizi was one of the influential poets of the seventh century AH (thirteenth century CE) and among the pioneers
of integrative poetry. He composed integrative ghazals structured upon rhetorical conventions in which the identity of the
intratextual addressees appears multilayered, dual, or multiple. These addressees generally occupy, simultaneously, the
positions of the divine beloved, the earthly beloved, and the patron, including both political and spiritual patrons. In this
study, an attempt has been made, through a descriptive—analytical method, to examine the quality of the rhetorical approach
and the dimensions of the integrative strategy concerning the identities of intratextual addressees in the ghazals of Homam
Tabrizi. The findings indicate that Homam Tabrizi was a creative poet and one of the innovators of integrative poetry who,
through a simultaneous rhetorical and integrative approach, succeeded in establishing an artistic and poetic linkage among
literary genres and the amorous, mystical, and panegyric discourses. He presents various manifestations of poetic address
and the integration of the addressee’s identity, creating figures with dual and triple identities in his poetry. In this research,
these configurations have been examined and analyzed under the titles “Beloved—Patron,” “Beloved—Spiritual Patron,”
“Beloved—Divine,” and “Divine-Beloved-Patron.”

Keywords: Homam Tabrizi; integrative poetry; rhetorical ghazal; intratextual addressee; divine; beloved; patron.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study examines the integrative

and rhetorical dimensions of Homam Tabrizi’s
ghazals within the broader context of Persian
lyric tradition, focusing particularly on the
multilayered construction of the intratextual
addressee. The concept of “integrative
poetry,” first systematically articulated in
modern scholarship by Shamisa, refers to a
poetic mode in which amorous, mystical, and
panegyric  discourses are  consciously
intertwined within a single lyrical structure (1).
Although this tendency reached a conspicuous
culmination in the eighth century AH, its
formative stages are traceable to earlier
developments in Persian poetry, especially the
gradual convergence of romantic and Sufi
ghazal in the sixth and seventh centuries (5).
As Shafiei Kadkani has argued, the
transformation of ghazal into a vehicle capable
of accommodating diverse semantic registers
was one of the most significant literary
achievements of the classical period (4).
Homam Tabrizi, a seventh-century poet
associated with the llkhanid milieu, emerges
as a crucial precursor to this integrative
current. While deeply influenced by Sa‘di and
regarded as one of his contemporaries and
even rivals (23, 24), Homam exhibits a
distinctive creative agency in his deployment

of rhetorical address and in the construction of

bplacusa b ol Cosa o oo sl o com 5 2503 005
S B adh bl gl Olejen 5k 4
OB ds 5 5L
addressees whose identities oscillate between
beloved, patron, and divine figure. The
rhetorical ghazal, characterized by the
consistent presence of a singular intratextual
interlocutor, provides the structural foundation
for this integrative strategy, allowing Homam
to sustain thematic unity while generating
semantic ambiguity and polyvalence.
The historical and stylistic background of
integrative poetry underscores the originality
of Homam’s achievement. The eighth century
has been described as a period of
simultaneous poetic currents, in which the
exhaustion of purely romantic and purely
mystical ghazal led to their synthesis (1, 2). Yet
the groundwork for this synthesis had been
laid earlier. Anvari’s innovations in diction and
his rapprochement of lyric language with
colloquial expressiveness (4, 8) and Sana’i’s
decisive integration of Sufi thought into
Persian verse (9) created parallel streams—
amorous and mystical—that later poets could
merge. The ghazal itself, celebrated as the
most enduring and emotionally resonant form
of Persian poetry (10, 11), possessed inherent
structural features that facilitated integrative
experimentation, notably its  thematic
autonomy of couplets and the relative absence
of strict logical progression (5, 18). These
features enabled poets to juxtapose

heterogeneous semantic fields within a single
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composition. Homam’s poetry must therefore
be read against this backdrop of evolving lyric
conventions. His rhetorical ghazals capitalize
on the flexibility of the form, transforming the
addressee into a locus of semantic
convergence. The beloved may
simultaneously bear the aesthetic traits of a
human lover, the authority of a worldly patron,
and the transcendence of a divine presence.
Such convergence is not accidental but is
carefully  orchestrated through lexical
ambiguity, interdiscursive allusion, and shifts
in tonal register.

Homam’s biographical and intellectual context
further illuminates his integrative approach.
Born in 636 AH and associated with prominent
intellectual and political figures of the llkhanid
era, including Khwaja Nasir al-Din TasT and
members of the Juvayni family (19, 20),
Homam occupied a milieu in which literary,
philosophical, and mystical discourses
intersected. His acquaintance with Sa‘di,
whether historically exact or partially
legendary, reflects the strong stylistic affinity
noted by later scholars (23). Yet, as Zarrinkoub
emphasizes, Homam did not perceive himself
merely as an imitator; he maintained a sense
of parity and poetic dignity (24). His divan,
comprising approximately two thousand
verses across various genres (19),
demonstrates his versatility. Particularly
noteworthy is his inclination toward rhetorical
ghazals, in which a vocative structure frames
the entire poem. In these compositions, the

addressee functions as a unifying axis, lending

vertical coherence to the ghazal while
simultaneously enabling semantic multiplicity.
The poet's Sufi orientation, shaped by
companionship with spiritual authorities and
immersion in contemplative practice (21),
provides fertile ground for the fusion of earthly
and transcendent love. Consequently,
Homam'’s integrative strategy is not merely a
stylistic device but a reflection of a worldview
in which aesthetic, ethical, and metaphysical
dimensions are interwoven.

A salient manifestation of this strategy is the
fusion of beloved and patron within a single
rhetorical construct. In several ghazals,
Homam addresses a figure whose beauty
evokes the conventions of romantic lyric, yet
whose power and majesty resonate with the
rhetoric of panegyric. The language oscillates
between amorous imagery—references to
face, hair, and intoxicating presence—and
expressions of sovereignty, authority, and
even punitive capacity. This dual coding
generates deliberate ambiguity. As Shamisa
notes regarding integrative poets, the blending
of ghazal and gasida registers produces a
hybrid discourse in which the beloved acquires
political gravitas (1). In Homam’s case, the
addressee’s threshold becomes a space
where “heads are sacrificed,” evoking both the
hyperbolic devotion of lovers and the awe
inspired by rulers. The poet’s self-presentation
alternates between that of a passionate lover
and that of a humble supplicant or courtly
panegyrist. Such interplay destabilizes any

single interpretive frame and compels the
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reader to navigate overlapping semantic fields.
The rhetorical unity of the ghazal thus
conceals a polyphonic structure, wherein
romantic yearning and ceremonial praise
coexist.

Beyond the Dbeloved—patron synthesis,
Homam frequently advances a more complex
integration of beloved and divine. In these
ghazals, mystical vocabulary—terms such as
“azal,” “abad,” “sajda,” and “tawhid’—
intersects with sensuous imagery, creating a
fluctuating boundary between earthly and
celestial love. The opposition of reason and
ecstatic experience, a hallmark of Sufi poetics
(9), is deployed alongside conventional motifs
of longing and beauty. The beloved may be
described as a radiant sun eclipsing all stars,
an image equally applicable to divine light and
to the preeminent human beloved. Such
polyvalence exemplifies the aesthetic of
suspension, whereby the poem resists
definitive categorization as purely mystical or
purely romantic. The integrative logic extends
further in certain ghazals where the addressee
simultaneously embodies beloved, patron, and
God. Here, expressions of servitude,
sovereignty, and adoration converge: the poet
becomes at once lover, devotee, and subject.
This tripartite  oscillation amplifies the
rhetorical effect of the ghazal, intensifying its
emotional and spiritual resonance. The
semantic ambiguity is not a flaw but a
deliberate artistic strategy that enhances
interpretive richness and invites contemplative

engagement.

In conclusion, the analysis of Homam Tabrizi's
rhetorical ghazals reveals a sophisticated
integrative poetics grounded in the dynamic
construction of the intratextual addressee.
Drawing upon the evolving capacities of the
ghazal form and shaped by the intellectual
currents of his era, Homam transforms the
figure of the addressee into a multilayered
entity capable of accommodating amorous,
panegyric, and mystical dimensions
simultaneously. His poetry demonstrates that
integration in classical Persian lyric is not
merely a blending of themes but a structural
and rhetorical principle that governs voice,
imagery, and semantic organization. By
sustaining ambiguity and encouraging plural
readings, Homam creates a lyrical space in
which love, devotion, and praise intersect
without collapsing into one another. This
integrative and rhetorical achievement situates
him as a significant innovator within the
continuum of Persian ghazal, anticipating later
developments while preserving a distinctive

poetic identity.
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