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Abstract

The present study aims to conduct a comparative examination of poetic language in the short stories of Sadegh Hedayat, Nader Ebrahimi,
and Bijan Najdi. Using a documentary research method and library-based techniques, the study investigates the manifestations of poetic
language in the narrative works of these three prominent Iranian writers. The findings indicate that all three authors employ poetic language
in their stories; however, the extent and manner of this utilization differ significantly among them. Sadegh Hedayat’s stories are largely
rooted in the power of his imagination. In his narratives, he frequently employs similes characterized by a high degree of deviation from
conventional linguistic norms. One of the most significant forms of metaphor in Hedayat’s works is the implicit metaphor, often
accompanied by the personification of natural phenomena in the surrounding world. His prose, particularly in The Blind Owl, Three Drops
of Blood, and Buried Alive, is rich in similes, transferred epithets, symbolic metaphors, and paradoxical expressions. The use of foreign
lexical items is also notable in these stories. Similarly, Nader Ebrahimi, through the selection of a soft, fluid, influential, and poetry-like
language, creates remarkable expressive capacities within his narratives. Endowed with a vivid imagination and artistic sensibility,
Ebrahimi employs various figures of speech, innovative imagery, verbal musicality, foregrounding techniques, and continuous
defamiliarization. By distancing his language from ordinary, everyday, and automatic speech, he seeks to establish a new mode of
expression that may be described as poetic language or, more precisely, the language of poetry. Bijan Najdi, likewise, is a writer who
introduced a distinctive and highly original style through the publication of his short-story collections. In narrating his stories, he utilizes
a unique poetic prose characterized by freshness and unconventionality. Najdi creates a special synthesis between poetic expression and
narrative elements, producing texts that retain essential narrative features while simultaneously possessing substantial poetic capacities.
This characteristic plays a decisive role in shaping the overall structure of his works and endows the elements of his stories with a
distinctive organization and system. Simile, metaphor—particularly implicit metaphor—metonymy, paradox, and synesthetic imagery are
among the most frequently employed literary devices in Najdi’s stories. All three authors make use of literary devices to enhance the
impact of their ideas and artistic visions. Ebrahimi and Najdi, both of whom were also poets and lyricists, do not employ poetry and poetic
language merely for the reader’s amusement; rather, poeticity constitutes a fundamental stylistic feature that permeates their entire body
of narrative work. Nevertheless, in comparing the degree of poeticity in their stories, it can be argued that Najdi ranks first, Ebrahimi
second, and Hedayat third. Overall, these three writers, by blending poetry and fiction, pioneered a new approach to storytelling. Through
the creation of abstract imagery, the fusion of imagination and reality, the personification of objects, and at the same time adherence to
the principles and elements of modern fiction, they not only revitalized the language of narrative literature but also elevated the status of
language within the domain of fictional prose.

Keywords: Sadegh Hedayat, Nader Ebrahimi, Bijan Najdi, Poeticity, Fiction.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The present study aims to provide a

comparative analysis of poetic language in the
short stories of Sadegh Hedayat, Nader
Ebrahimi, and Bijan Najdi, three influential
Iranian fiction writers whose narrative prose
demonstrates different degrees and modes of
proximity to poetic discourse. The emergence
of modern fiction in Iran created a literary
space in which prose increasingly moved
toward poetic expression, especially through
imagery, symbolism, metaphor, syntactic
deviation, and the representation of subjective
experience. Modern Persian fiction, from its
early foundations in the works of the first
generation of Iranian story writers, gradually
developed a language capable of representing
psychological complexity, fragmented
temporality, and inner experience; this
development made the boundary between
narrative prose and poetic expression
increasingly fluid (1-3). In this context, poeticity
is not merely a decorative feature but a
structural and stylistic force that reshapes
narrative language, narrative perspective, and
the reader's affective engagement with
fictional worlds. The study therefore examines
how Hedayat, Ebrahimi, and Najdi draw upon
elements traditionally associated with poetry—
such as emotion, imagination, musicality,
metaphor, simile, paradox, defamiliarization,
and synesthesia—and how each writer adapts

these elements to the requirements of modern

L S il SLSS i 08 ds 8 elad sl 5SS s

short fiction (12, 25, 43). The central problem
of the study is not simply whether these
authors use poetic language, but how they
transform the narrative function of prose
through poetic techniques and how their
different uses of poeticity lead to distinctive

individual styles.
The research adopts a documentary and
descriptive-analytical method based on library
sources and close textual reading. The
selected stories are examined in terms of
rhetorical devices, stylistic  deviations,
figurative structures, narrative imagery, and
the interaction between poetic language and
fictional form. The study first situates poetic
prose within the broader tradition of Persian
literary writing, where prose has often
approached poetry through rhythm, imagery,
ornate diction, and rhetorical elaboration (11,
13). It then analyzes the major components of
poeticity, including emotion, imagination,
expressive form, and verbal music, as
essential features that distinguish poetic
discourse from ordinary language (14). In this
framework, the study considers poetic
language as a mode of foregrounding that
distances prose from automatic, everyday
expression and intensifies the reader’s
perception of language itself. In Hedayat’s
works, this foregrounding often appears
through symbolic metaphors, dark imagery,

paradoxical expressions, and psychological

NY.N
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suggestiveness; in Ebrahimi’s stories, through
soft, fluid, musical, and emotionally charged
prose; and in Najdi’s fiction, through radical
image-making, personification, synesthesia,
syntactic displacement, and a distinctive
fusion of poetic and narrative forms (7, 10, 39).
By comparing these three narrative practices,
the study seeks to show that poeticity in
modern Persian fiction is not uniform but
varies according to each writer's worldview,
linguistic temperament, and narrative strategy.
The findings indicate that Sadegh Hedayat
employs poetic language primarily as a means
of intensifying psychological atmosphere,
existential anxiety, and symbolic depth. In
Hedayat'’s stories, especially in works such as
Buried Alive, Three Drops of Blood, The Stray
Dog, and other narratives, poeticity often
emerges through similes that produce dark,
negative, and death-oriented imagery; through
metaphorical descriptions of mental states;
and through symbolic structures that transform
ordinary objects, animals, and numbers into
signs of alienation, fear, and metaphysical
uncertainty (26, 29, 41). Hedayat’s language
repeatedly moves beyond direct narration and
creates a hidden descriptive layer through
metaphor, implication, and  symbolic
substitution. His use of animals in similes, for
example, often reflects a critical and
sometimes naturalistic view of the human
condition, while his symbolic use of objects
and figures generates a world in which visible
reality becomes the surface of deeper

psychological and existential tensions (4, 39).

Hedayat's prose also contains paradoxical

expressions, transferred epithets,
personification, and colloquial idioms that
contribute to the literary density of his fiction.
Yet his poeticity remains largely subordinated
to narrative atmosphere and thematic force: he
does not use poetic language merely for
ornamentation, but as a tool for rendering
anxiety, estrangement, despair, and the
fragmented consciousness of modern
subjectivity (1, 5). Thus, Hedayat's poetic
language is controlled, suggestive, and often
concealed beneath the apparent simplicity of

his narrative prose.
Nader Ebrahimi's stories reveal a different
form of poeticity, one rooted in lyrical softness,
emotional resonance, verbal rhythm, and the
aesthetic coordination of image and speech.
Ebrahimi’'s prose frequently employs simile,
metaphor, repetition, paradox, synesthesia,
and musical phrasing in order to create a
narrative language close to poetry, while still
preserving the communicative and narrative
function of prose (31-33). His use of poetic
language is especially visible in his ability to
transform abstract emotions such as love,
hatred, loneliness, sorrow, and memory into
concrete images and sensory forms. Previous
studies have also noted the postmodern and
experimental tendencies of Ebrahimi’s short
fiction,  particularly  his  disruption  of
conventional narrative frames and his
attention to language as an autonomous
artistic medium (6, 15). The present study

confirms that Ebrahimi’s poeticity depends not
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only on figures of speech but also on verbal
cadence, repetition, and the emotional
coloring of narrative description. His repeated
structures often intensify affective meaning,
while his metaphorical and paradoxical
formulations make internal states visible
through concrete imagery. However, unlike
Najdi, whose language often radically disrupts
narrative expectation, Ebrahimi’s poetic prose
tends to preserve a smoother lyrical continuity.
His language is aesthetically marked, but it is
usually directed toward emotional persuasion,
narrative warmth, and the creation of a
memorable literary tone (7, 16). Therefore,
Ebrahimi occupies an intermediate position
between Hedayat's restrained symbolic
poeticity and Najdi’'s more radical poetic-

narrative experimentation.
Bijan Najdi represents the most intensified and
structurally pervasive form of poetic language
among the three writers. His fiction
demonstrates a unique fusion of poetic
expression and narrative form, to the extent
that many critics have described his style as
approaching “story-poetry” or a poetic mode of
short fiction (10, 19). Najdi’'s poeticity is not
limited to isolated rhetorical devices; rather, it
shapes the entire fictional world, narrative
movement, imagery, and even the ontology of
objects within the story. In his stories,
inanimate objects, natural phenomena,
spaces, memories, and abstract states
frequently become active agents: villages
move out of darkness, cups cross bridges,

beds lie down, curtains stand, and death

appears as a living presence. Such
personification and metaphorical animation
create a world in which the boundary between
human beings, objects, nature, memory, and
emotion becomes unstable (34, 36, 38). Najdi
also uses synesthesia with remarkable
frequency, transforming sound into touch,
color into temperature, silence into a visible
presence, and fear into something that can be
swallowed or held. These techniques distance
his language from ordinary referential prose
and bring it closer to the dense, image-based
logic of poetry (8, 9, 17). His similes often draw
upon nature, violence, social suffering, and
mathematical or visual patterns, producing
images that are fresh, unexpected, and
emotionally charged. The study therefore finds
that Najdi's poetic language is not an
accessory to narration but the very principle
through which narrative perception,
atmosphere, characterization, and meaning

are produced.
In conclusion, the comparative analysis shows
that all three writers employ poetic language in
their fiction, but the degree, function, and
stylistic consequences of this poeticity differ
significantly. Hedayat uses poetic language in
a controlled and symbolic manner to deepen
psychological atmosphere and existential
tension; Ebrahimi uses it to create lyrical
continuity, emotional intensity, and a soft yet
influential  narrative  voice; and Najdi
transforms  poeticity into the dominant
organizing principle of his fictional universe. In

terms of the extent and structural centrality of
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poetic language, Najdi occupies the first
position, Ebrahimi the second, and Hedayat
the third. The importance of these writers lies
in their ability to blend poetry and fiction
without dissolving narrative form altogether.
Through abstract imagery, the fusion of
imagination and reality, the animation of
objects, the use of rhetorical and sensory
devices, and continued commitment to the
principles of modern storytelling, they
expanded the expressive capacity of Persian
narrative prose. Their works demonstrate that
poetic language can function not only as
aesthetic embellishment but also as a means
of world-making, characterization, emotional
intensification, and formal innovation. The
study ultimately concludes that Hedayat,
Ebrahimi, and Najdi contributed decisively to
elevating the status of language in modern
Persian fiction and opened new possibilities
for the interaction between poetic discourse

and narrative art.
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