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Abstract

The present study aims to analyze and identify abstract meanings in the story The Little Black Fish based on Text World Theory. This
research adopts a qualitative, analytical-descriptive approach and, by focusing on the identification of narrative elements, the semantic
and structural relationships among them, and the implicit messages of the text, seeks to achieve a deeper understanding of the process of
meaning construction in children’s narratives. The research data were collected from the complete text of the story, and their analysis was
conducted using the theoretical framework of Text World Theory. The findings indicate that the main character, parents, the natural
environment, other creatures, and events each play a significant role in shaping meaning and abstract messages. The protagonist
symbolizes growth, curiosity, and the exploration of the world, and his interaction with parents and the environment reveals the tension
between limitation and freedom as well as the learning process. The semantic relationships among narrative elements—including
opposition, interaction, cooperation, and competition—and the connection between symbols and the narrative systematically convey the
moral, educational, and social messages of the text. Furthermore, the analysis of the story’s abstract meaning shows that growth and
experience, social relationships, limitation and freedom, ethics and values, and nature and the surrounding world constitute the most
important semantic and symbolic layers of the text. The results emphasize that Text World Theory is an effective tool for analyzing hidden
layers of meaning and symbolic structures in literary works, particularly in the field of children’s and young adult literature. This
framework enables the systematic examination of educational and ethical messages and the abstract analysis of narratives, and it can assist
researchers and educators in achieving a deeper understanding of texts and enhancing literary analysis skills.

Keywords: Text World Theory, abstract semantics, literary analysis, children’s story, The Little Black Fish
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The analysis of meaning in literary texts has
long occupied a central position in linguistics,
literary criticism, and discourse studies, as
scholars have repeatedly emphasized that
meaning cannot be fully captured through
lexical sentence-based

surface-level or

(1-3).
approaches increasingly stress that meaning

interpretation alone Contemporary

emerges from the interaction of textual
structures, narrative elements, and underlying
symbolic systems rather than from isolated
linguistic units (4, 5). Within this intellectual
trajectory, Text World Theory has gained
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prominence as a systematic framework for
examining how readers construct mental
representations of texts through the dynamic
interplay of characters, events, settings, and
symbols (6-8). This theory posits that textual
meaning is produced through layered
cognitive worlds that arise from discourse
and shared

cues, narrative progression,

cultural knowledge, thereby enabling an

abstract and integrative understanding of
literary works (9-11). As such, Text World
Theory provides a coherent analytical lens for
latent

uncovering implicit

embedded

meanings and

messages within  narrative



1F0 Jlo (ol osled ipslaz 0398 (( owild Oludl g Ob) dusmis™ 4 i3

structures, particularly in texts that employ
symbolism and metaphor as core devices (12-
14). In this context, The Little Black Fish stands
out as a seminal work in lranian children’s
literature, characterized by its apparently
that

contains dense symbolic, ethical, and social

simple narrative form nonetheless

layers. Its carefully crafted characters,
meaningful situations, and extensive use of
natural and moral symbolism render it
especially suitable for analysis through the
perspective of Text World Theory, allowing for
a systematic exploration of how abstract
meanings and value-laden messages are
constructed and conveyed to the reader.

Methodologically, the present study adopts a
gualitative,  descriptive—analytical  design
grounded in close textual analysis of The Little
Black Fish using the conceptual apparatus of
Text World Theory. The text itself constitutes
the primary unit of analysis, with particular
emphasis placed on identifying and examining
semantic, symbolic, and metaphorical
structures that contribute to the formation of
Data collection was

abstract meaning.

conducted directly through repeated and
meticulous readings of the complete narrative,
during which all narrative elements—including
characters, settings, major and minor events,
interpersonal relations, and symbolic motifs—
were systematically identified and
documented. This process involved attention
to linguistic cues, narrative sequencing, spatial
construction, and the ways in which events are

interconnected within the broader textual

architecture. The analytical phase relied on
gualitative content analysis aligned with the
principles of Text World Theory, beginning
with the identification of core and peripheral
textual components and proceeding to the
examination of semantic relationships among
them. Through this approach, the study seeks
to illuminate how meaning is generated at an
abstract level by tracing the interactions
between characters, their environments, and
symbolic representations. The methodological
framework allows the researcher to move
beyond descriptive interpretation and toward
an explanatory account of how narrative
worlds are constructed and how implicit
ethical, social, and educational messages are
encoded within them. By organizing findings
into thematic and symbolic categories and
textual

the

supporting them with concrete

instances, the study demonstrates
analytical capacity of Text World Theory not
only for this specific narrative but also for the
broader field of children’s and young adult
literature.

The results of the analysis reveal that the
protagonist, the Little Black Fish, occupies a
central and structuring role within the narrative
world, functioning as the primary agent of
movement, change, and meaning production.
His curiosity, restlessness, and desire to
explore unknown spaces initiate the narrative
trajectory and shape the sequence of events,
making him the focal point through which the
text world evolves. Symbolically, the Little

Black Fish represents growth, experiential
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learning, and the pursuit of knowledge beyond

imposed boundaries, embodying a
developmental journey from safety toward
transformation. In contrast, the parental
figures operate as complementary yet
oppositional elements within the text world,
embodying caution, tradition, and protective
limitation.  Their conservative attitudes
generate a fundamental narrative tension that
frames the protagonist’'s quest, symbolizing
the social and cultural constraints that
individuals must negotiate in the process of
personal growth. The river and the natural
environment function not merely as a physical
setting but as an active narrative force that
facilitates events and contributes symbolically
to meaning construction. The flowing river
signifies life, movement, and the passage
toward maturation, while its challenges and
uncertainties represent the risks inherent in
experiential learning. Secondary characters,
including other fish and aquatic creatures,
serve as social agents that introduce
cooperation, conflict, assistance, and threat,
thereby enriching the narrative world with
social complexity. Together, these elements
interact to form a coherent semantic network
in which character development,
environmental interaction, and narrative
progression jointly produce layered meanings.
A crucial dimension of the analysis concerns
the semantic and structural relationships
among the narrative elements, which play a
decisive role in generating abstract meaning.

The relationship between the Little Black Fish

and his parents is characterized by tension
and limitation, illustrating how protective social
norms can simultaneously safeguard and
restrict  individual  development.  This
relationship exemplifies a core semantic
opposition within the text world, highlighting
the necessity of confronting constraints to
achieve growth. The interaction between the
protagonist and the environment is defined by
encounter and engagement, as the natural
world presents both opportunities and dangers
that catalyze learning and transformation. The
fish’s movement through the river exemplifies
the symbolic link between experience and
maturation, reinforcing the narrative’s ethical
and  educational  dimensions. Social
relationships with other creatures oscillate
between cooperation and rivalry, reflecting the
complexities of communal life and the role of
social interaction in shaping identity and
competence. Furthermore, the relationship
between environment and events
demonstrates how spatial and situational
contexts guide narrative development and
meaning formation, with the river’s flow acting
as both a literal and metaphorical pathway for
change. Symbolic elements are tightly
interwoven with the narrative structure,
reinforcing ethical, psychological, and social
messages by aligning abstract concepts with
concrete narrative experiences. Through
these interconnected relationships, the text
world emerges as a dynamic system in which
meaning is continuously negotiated and

reconfigured.

N\.N
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The identification of abstract meanings
constitutes one of the most significant
outcomes of this study, revealing that The
Little Black Fish communicates a range of
ethical, social, and educational messages that
extend far beyond its surface narrative. The
semantic domain of growth and experience
emerges as a dominant theme, emphasizing
that personal development requires
engagement with the unknown and the
willingness to confront uncertainty. This
message frames growth as an active,
experiential process rather than a passive or
protected state. Social interaction forms
another key semantic domain, as the
protagonist’s encounters with others illustrate
the importance  of

learning  through

cooperation,  competition, and shared
challenges. These interactions underscore the
notion that individual growth is inseparable
from social experience. The tension between
limitation and freedom further articulates the
balance between necessary protection and the
imperative for autonomy, suggesting that while
constraints may serve a protective function,
they must not stifle exploration and self-
determination. Ethical considerations are
embedded within the narrative through the
consequences of the protagonist’s choices,
highlighting responsibility, judgment, and
moral awareness as integral aspects of
development. Finally, the symbolic
representation of nature and the surrounding
world reinforces the idea that the environment

itself functions as an educational force,

shaping character and understanding through
lived experience. Collectively, these abstract
meanings demonstrate that the story operates
on multiple interpretive levels, offering readers
a complex and reflective engagement with
themes of growth, society, and values.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that
applying Text World Theory to The Little Black
Fish provides a systematic and effective
means of uncovering the abstract semantic
structures and implicit messages embedded
within the narrative. By focusing on the
interactions among characters, environments,
events, and symbols, the analysis moves
beyond surface-level interpretation and
reveals how meaning is constructed through
complex relational dynamics within the text
world. The findings indicate that the story’s
apparent simplicity conceals a rich network of
ethical, social, and educational meanings that
contribute to its enduring impact in children’s
literature. More broadly, the study underscores
the analytical value of Text World Theory as a
robust framework for literary analysis,
particularly in the context of texts aimed at
younger  audiences, where  symbolic
storytelling often serves as a vehicle for

profound moral and social reflection.
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