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Analysis of the Functions of Rhetorical Devices (Metaphor and Hyperbole) in the Poem
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Abstract

The poem Vis and Ramin, composed by Fakhr al-Din As‘ad Gorgani, is one of the oldest and most distinguished romantic
epics in Persian literature, which from the eleventh century CE to the present has continuously preserved its status as an
enduring masterpiece. This work is not only remarkable in terms of narrative content and thematic structure, but, due to its
artistic use of rhetorical devices, also constitutes a valuable corpus for the examination of linguistic and literary aesthetics.
Accordingly, the present study was conducted with the aim of analyzing the functions of rhetorical devices (metaphor and
hyperbole) in Vis and Ramin. The findings of this research, carried out using a descriptive—analytical approach and based
on library-based data collection, indicate that rhetorical devices in Vis and Ramin, as aesthetic elements, have not only
transformed the text into a pleasing and enduring literary work, but have also added profound semantic layers to the narrative.
These devices collectively construct a multidimensional portrayal of love, humanity, and destiny that compels every reader
toward reflection and contemplation. The examination of metaphor in Vis and Ramin, as one of the most prominent rhetorical
devices, demonstrates the central role of this figure of speech in the creation of poetic imagery and in the deepening of
emotional and philosophical concepts, such that, as a powerful expressive tool, it not only contributes to the formation of
vivid and poetic images, but also, by linking natural, human, and divine elements, artistically articulates complex notions
such as love, power, transience, and immortality; likewise, hyperbole plays a pivotal role in intensifying poetic expression,
generating innovative imagery, and conveying profound emotions. This rhetorical device, through the exaggeration of
attributes and events, enables the poet to transmit epic, emotional, and tragic concepts to the audience in an influential and
astonishing manner.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

The present study explores the aesthetic,
semantic, and functional dimensions of
rhetorical devices—specifically metaphor and
hyperbole—in Fakhr al-Din As‘ad Gorgani’s
monumental Persian romance Vis and Ramin,
positioning these devices as fundamental
mechanisms through which meaning, emotion,
ideology, and narrative coherence are
constructed within classical Persian poetry.
Grounded in a  descriptive-analytical
methodology and supported by close textual
analysis, the research situates metaphor not
merely as ornamentation but as a core
epistemic instrument that mediates the
interaction between language, cognition, and
cultural worldview. Classical rhetorical theory
provides the conceptual framework for the
investigation, particularly the Aristotelian
understanding of metaphor as condensed
comparison (2), Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani’s
interactive theory of meaning production (4, 5),
Muhammad Hadi Mazandarani’'s systematic
classification of metaphor within Persian
rhetoric (7), Jalal al-Din Kazazi's aesthetic
interpretation of figurative condensation (5),
and Sirous Shamisa’s structural theory of
metaphor as asserted identity (8). Through this

b GA (N slazin 51 BT L ey 5 s £
5 sible wlem pslal U oesy S 4 dlte e gl Sa
A a8 pl S Gl Ll s el L1y als
SN ol b 0T Ll 5 sl Slasl s 1 3l Y
S e Aol
multi-theoretical lens, the study demonstrates
that metaphor in Vis and Ramin functions as
an integrated semiotic system that fuses
natural phenomena, divine imagery, political
symbolism, and emotional psychology,
transforming abstract concepts such as love,
fate, sovereignty, morality, decay, and
immortality into concrete experiential realities.
The poet’s metaphors operate across cosmic,
human, and metaphysical planes, allowing the
narrative to articulate philosophical insight
through sensory perception and emotional
resonance, thus elevating the poem from
romantic epic to a sophisticated cognitive and
cultural discourse.
At the structural level, the research shows that
metaphor in Vis and Ramin systematically
organizes the poem’s semantic architecture,
generating layered meaning  through
continuous interaction between source and
target domains, a process consistent with
Jurjani’s concept of “ma‘na-yi diganah” (dual
meaning) (5). In this process, the poet does
not merely substitute one word for another but
constructs an emergent field of meaning
wherein natural elements such as the sun,
wind, spring, clouds, flowers, celestial bodies,
and precious materials become vehicles for

ethical values, emotional states, and political
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authority. The metaphors “sun of happiness,”

“cloud of fortune,” “rain of felicity,” and “flower
of sovereignty” exemplify this systemic
mapping between the natural order and
human destiny (2, 3). Such metaphoric
networks, the study argues, function
cognitively by shaping the reader’s perception
of reality itself, making abstract forces
emotionally legible and culturally intelligible.
This aligns with Richards’ modern theory of
metaphor as the interaction of tenor and
vehicle, producing meaning that cannot be
reduced to either element alone (6). Through
this mechanism, Vis and Ramin constructs a
worldview in which cosmic harmony, political
legitimacy, and emotional experience are
intertwined, reinforcing the poem’s
philosophical coherence and aesthetic unity.

The research further demonstrates that the
poet’'s use of metaphor conforms with, yet
significantly  extends, classical Persian
rhetorical taxonomy as articulated by
Mazandarani. His categorization of metaphor
into musrraha, makniyya, and takhyiliyya is
applied directly to numerous passages of the
poem, revealing how the poet deliberately
manipulates semantic  substitution and
imaginative projection to intensify narrative
effect (7). For example, metaphors such as

LS

“Vis as the moon,” “the world as a deceptive
woman,” and “the king as the sun” do not
merely embellish description but encode
ideological positions about beauty, power,
transience, and moral authority. These

metaphors simultaneously fulfill aesthetic,

emotional, and philosophical functions,
reinforcing the poem’s ethical vision while
deepening its psychological realism. Kazazi’s
theory that metaphor represents the most
advanced and compressed form of poetic
cognition is likewise confirmed, as each
metaphor condenses vast experiential
knowledge into a single expressive unit that
activates the reader’s interpretive imagination
(5)- Shamisa’s view that metaphor asserts
identity rather than similarity is also validated
throughout the poem, particularly in metaphors
of existence and fate, where the world is not
like a dream but is a dream, and power is not
like a cloud but is a cloud (8). These
metaphors construct a philosophical ontology
within the narrative, positioning the poem as a
reflection on human existence itself.

Alongside metaphor, the study examines
hyperbole as the second major rhetorical force
shaping the poem’s expressive power.
Drawing on classical Arabic and Persian
rhetorical theory, the research identifies
hyperbole in Vis and Ramin as operating
across the full spectrum defined by traditional
scholars: tabligh (plausible amplification),
ighraq (extreme yet conceivable
exaggeration), and ghuliw (imaginative
transcendence of realistic limits) (9). The
poet’s hyperbolic descriptions of wealth,
armies, love, grief, and political power do not
function merely as decorative excess; rather,
they establish the emotional climate of the
reader’s

narrative, intensifying the

engagement while reinforcing ideological
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messages. Hyperbole magnifies love into a
cosmic force, grief into apocalyptic
devastation, and kingship into divine radiance,
thereby aligning personal experience with
universal significance. Classical theorists such
as al-Jahiz, Ibn Qutaybah, Qudama ibn Ja'far,
and al-Jurjani all emphasize that effective
hyperbole must remain anchored to
imaginative plausibility through linguistic
markers such as “as if’ or “nearly,” a principle
consistently observed in the poem’s rhetorical
execution. By combining hyperbole with
metaphor and simile, the poet achieves what
Abd al-Qahir al-Jurjani describes as the
highest level of rhetorical synthesis, where
emotional intensity, visual imagery, and
philosophical depth converge into a unified
aesthetic experience (5).

The findings of the study indicate that
metaphor and hyperbole in Vis and Ramin
operate not in isolation but as mutually
reinforcing systems of meaning production.
Metaphor supplies the structural framework
through  which  abstract ideas are
conceptualized, while hyperbole amplifies
those concepts to their emotional and
imaginative limits, ensuring that the narrative’s
ethical and philosophical messages resonate
deeply with the audience. Together, these
devices generate what may be described as a
multidimensional narrative universe, in which
language does not simply represent reality but
actively constructs it. Through this linguistic
architecture, the poem articulates enduring

human concerns—Ilove, loyalty, power,

mortality, and transcendence—within a
culturally grounded yet universally intelligible
discourse. The research thus positions Vis and
Ramin as a paradigmatic example of how
classical Persian literature achieves its lasting
influence not merely through story but through
its sophisticated orchestration of rhetorical
cognition, aesthetic design, and philosophical
vision.

In conclusion, this study establishes that the
rhetorical artistry of Vis and Ramin is not a
peripheral feature of the poem but its central
creative engine. Metaphor and hyperbole
together form a dynamic expressive system
that shapes narrative meaning, emotional
experience, and philosophical reflection.
Through their continuous interaction, the poem
constructs a coherent worldview in which
human destiny, cosmic order, political
authority, and emotional life are inseparably
connected. The enduring literary power of Vis
and Ramin thus arises from its ability to
transform language into a living cognitive
structure—one that invites each generation of
readers into an ever-renewing process of
interpretation, contemplation, and aesthetic

discovery.
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