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Sara Beygom Khazheni', Amirhossein Mahoozi®*, Mahmoud Tavoosi'

1. Department of Persian Language and Literature, Ro.C., Islamic Azad University, Roudehen, Iran.
2. Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature, Damavand Branch, Payame Noor University, Damavand, Iran
*Corresponding Author’s Email: ahmmahoozi@yahoo.com

Abstract

Giv, one of the prominent champions of the House of Gudarz, is a key figure in the mythological and epic structure of Iran.
His character is reflected in two distinct contexts: the written epic tradition (Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh) and oral and popular
literature (the Shahnameh naqqali scrolls). The present study aims to conduct a comparative examination of the status and
functions of this mythological hero in these two sources, seeking to answer the question of what transformations the character
of Giv undergoes in the transition from the written text to the oral narrative, and which factors give rise to these differences.
This article employs a descriptive—analytical method based on library research. The findings indicate that Giv’s character in
both narratives—particularly in the mission to find Kay Khosrow—preserves its core structure. Nevertheless, in the naqqali
scrolls, in order to attract a general audience, his heroic traits and emotional dimensions are rendered more prominent and
exaggerated, and new narrative details are added. This transformation, resulting from the dynamism of myth and the
influence of cultural context, elevates Giv’s position from a purely epic hero to a popular and tangible champion within folk
culture.

Keywords: Giv; Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh; folklore; naqqali scroll; comparative literature.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
Introduction

The present study examines one of the most
compelling transformations within the Iranian
epic tradition: the metamorphosis of the heroic
figure Giv, son of Gudarz, across two
fundamentally different narrative ecologies—
the written epic of Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh and
the oral-performative corpus of naqqali
scrolls. The transition from the stable, textually
fixed, aristocratic, and highly structured literary
universe of the Shahnameh to the fluid,
audience-responsive, emotionally charged,
and symbolically adaptive narrative world of

the caféhouse naqqal reveals not merely
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differences in style and expression but deeper
cultural mechanisms that shape how a society
remembers, reimagines, and repurposes its
heroes. Existing scholarship on lIranian epic
and myth—from analyses of hero archetypes
and mythopoetic structures (1, 4, 5) to
specialized studies on the mythological roots
of Giv (2)—provides an intellectual foundation
for understanding how characters in the
Persian epic cycle embody layers of Indo-
I[ranian mythic memory, Middle Persian
eschatology, and Islamic-era historiography.
However, despite extensive work in the fields

of epic literature and folklore, previous studies

have seldom juxtaposed the written and oral
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traditions in a direct comparative framework,
leaving a critical gap concerning how oral
performance reshapes epic identity. This
article addresses that gap by demonstrating
that Giv's character—though structurally
anchored in his written archetype—undergoes
essential transformations in oral tradition due
to the demands of performance, folkloric
typification, audience identification, and the
dynamic processes of myth adaptation
described by Joseph Campbell’s theory of the
“hero’s journey” (9).

To contextualize this comparative inquiry, the
article first outlines the theoretical frameworks
governing epic, mythic, and folkloric
narratology. In the Shahnameh, the hero is
positioned within what Northrop Frye calls the
mode of the “high mimetic,” a semi-divine yet
humanized figure whose actions determine the
fate of a polity (6). Giv epitomizes this category
through his combination of battlefield prowess,
political authority, and moral equilibrium—
demonstrated in his prominent role in councils
of state, his command of the right flank, and
his repeated recognition by other heroes and
even adversaries. His heroic profile carries
clear mythic residues, particularly his
association with Vayu, the Indo-Iranian god of
wind, whose dual nature and liminal mobility
persist in Giv's recurring function as a swift,
destiny-bearing messenger (1, 17). Moreover,
Middle Persian sources such as the
Bundahisn and Zand 1 Wahman Yasn enhance
Giv's identity by situating him among
eschatological “immortals” who accompany

the future savior (21, 23). These layers,
combined with the genealogical and
sociopolitical structure of the Gudarzian
lineage, create a hero whose textual identity is
deeply interwoven with Iranian mythic
consciousness. Yet, as the study shows, once
this character enters the performative sphere
of naqqali, these mythic resonances are not
erased but re-encoded to fit the emotional,
symbolic, and dramatic logic of oral culture,
which relies on typification, exaggeration, and
affective expressiveness to captivate a
popular audience (3, 10).

The analysis demonstrates that Giv's
character in Ferdowsi’s Shahnameh operates
within a finely balanced system of heroic ethics
marked by prudence, loyalty, insight, restraint,
and tactical intelligence. His most celebrated
epic function—his seven-year quest to find
Kay Khosrow—reflects not only perseverance
but a metaphysical election, as the angel
Soroush identifies him as divinely designated
for this salvific mission. His battlefield
depictions highlight a hero who fights with
fierce intensity yet remains measured, rational,
and morally grounded. His advice to Rustam,
warnings about Kay Kavus’s impulsiveness,
and insistence on strategic caution reflect a
“sage-hero” archetype aligned with the
philosophical virtues of Iranian chivalric culture
(20, 30). His loyalty to family manifests in
dignified, non-excessive forms; his patriotism
is solemn rather than theatrical; and his warrior
ethos remains subordinated to prudential

reason. Even his confrontations with figures

NY.N
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such as Piran follow the formal logic of epic
warfare rather than personal vendetta. In this
way, the written Giv embodies a hero whose
emotional contour is controlled, whose ethical
conduct is coherent, and whose mythic
resonance is integrated into a larger
cosmological-political order.

In contrast, Giv in the naqqgali scrolls
transforms into a dramatically intensified,
emotionally expressive, and action-oriented
hero tailored to the sensibilities of caféhouse
audiences. Oral tradition magnifies traits that
are only latent in the Shahnameh. His speed
becomes hyperbolic—he is described as a
‘wind-body,” traversing vast distances
instantly, thereby literalizing the Vayu
archetype. His rescue missions—for Kay
Khosrow, for his brother Bahram, or for fallen
banners—become spectacles of raw emotion
and excessive bravery, aligning with the
folkloric valorization of gheyrat (honor),
immediacy, and demonstrative loyalty (16).
Personal vendettas are artificially inserted to
heighten drama, such as the insult from Piran
that triggers a long-lasting feud absent in
Ferdowsi’'s version. New folkloric motifs
emerge: magical objects such as the “Zereh-e
Davudi” (armor of David), prophetic tokens
transmitted by Siyavash, and coded
recognitions that legitimate Giv's journey
through supernatural signs (31). Even his
intelligence shifts from deliberative strategic
reasoning to zerangi (street-wise cunning),
which includes infiltrating enemy ranks

through disguise—an action consistent with

Iranian ayyar literature but foreign to
Ferdowsi’s aristocratic moral universe. These
transformations illustrate the principle,
emphasized by Dundes (13), that folklore
adapts learned narratives into culturally
resonant forms that meet the psychological
and aesthetic expectations of the “folk group,”
in this case the wurban, working-class
audiences of Persian coffeehouses.

The comparative analysis reveals that while
the core structural pillars of Giv's identity
remain intact across both traditions—his
heroic status, national loyalty, role as divine
envoy, and mission to recover Kay Khosrow—
the interpretation of these pillars shifts
profoundly based on narrative context. Oral
tradition democratizes the hero: his prudence
becomes cunning; his loyalty becomes
passionate protectiveness; his moral restraint
becomes explosive emotionalism; his mythic
roots become explicit supernatural markers;
and his political dignity becomes popular
charisma. The Shahnameh’s Giv is an
exemplar of elite epic ethos; the naqqali Giv is
the people’s champion, a figure whose rage,
pride, suffering, and triumph are externalized
for communal emotional engagement. These
differences reflect, in part, the functions of
folklore articulated by Bascom—
entertainment, education, social validation,
and social control (15). In oral performance,
heroes must embody values that resonate
immediately with the lived experience of the
community. As a result, Giv becomes

simultaneously more sentimental, more
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theatrical, more symbolic, and more human
from the perspective of popular culture.

In conclusion, this study demonstrates that the
metamorphosis of Giv from written epic to oral
folklore is not a process of distortion but a
process of cultural re-inscription, in which a
hero’s mythic essence is preserved while his
expressive form adapts to new social needs,
new  aesthetic  systems, and new

communicative environments. The

Shahnameh and the naqqali scrolls therefore
represent not two conflicting versions of Giv,
but two complementary modes of cultural
memory—one textual and monumental, the
other performative and communal—each
sustaining the life of Iranian epic heritage in

distinct yet interconnected ways.
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