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Abstract

One of the salient features of contemporary fiction is its increasing movement toward poeticization and literariness. Authors
of such narratives, by incorporating poetic elements and their expressive capacities into fiction and by attending to the literary
dimensions of the text, have succeeded in opening a novel pathway from story to poetry—so much so that the reader, while
engaging with these narratives, clearly perceives their distinction from traditional stories and their growing affinity with
poetry. The present study, employing a descriptive—analytical method based on data collected through library research, aims
to conduct a comparative analysis of poetic language in the stories of Sadeq Chubak and Houshang Golshiri. According to
the findings, Chubak—through his attentiveness to the subtleties of the Persian language, the influence of poetic elements
on the literariness of narrative, the precision in selecting imaginative tropes and related expressions, concise and vivid
descriptions, and colloquial similes and metaphors—achieves a prose style that draws simultaneously on the richness of
classical literature and the vibrancy and variety of everyday urban speech. He skillfully weaves written and colloquial
language together without compromising the artistic unity of his work, and, given his realist orientation, employs poetic
elements proportionately alongside colloquial speech in his narratives. In contrast to Chubak, Houshang Golshiri—who
himself is deeply preoccupied with poetic concerns—at times, as in the story Khaneh-ye Rowshanan (“The House of the
Enlightened”), draws heavily on poetic imagery and verbal subtleties, thereby bringing prose significantly closer to poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study entitled A Comparative Examination

of Poetic Language in the Works of Sadeq
Chubak and Houshang Golshiri investigates
the growing poeticization of contemporary
Persian prose and examines how two major
Iranian fiction writers—Sadeq Chubak and
Houshang Golshiri—have integrated poetic
devices into narrative structures in distinctive
yet comparable ways. Over recent decades,
scholars have increasingly noted that modern
Persian fiction gravitates toward heightened
literariness, a phenomenon tied to the
deliberate use of metaphor, symbolic imagery,
rhythmic prose, and emotional intensification.
This trend is closely linked to a broader shift
within global literary modernism, wherein

storytelling becomes a medium not merely for
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recounting events but for aesthetically
experiencing them. Within this context, the
research addresses the literary mechanisms
through which poetic language emerges in
narrative prose, especially when writers
manipulate linguistic form, emotional texture,
and figurative imagination. Earlier scholarship,
including studies on rhetorical patterns in
Chubak’s fiction (1), descriptive analysis of
adjectives in Tangsir (2), and examinations of
poetic sensibility in Shazdeh Ehtejab (3), has
provided partial insights into stylistic and
poetic elements in the works of each author
individually. =~ However, no  systematic
comparative study has been conducted on
poetically inflected language across their

narratives, which establishes the scholarly
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necessity of the present research. By
concentrating on both shared and divergent
stylistic practices, this study positions poetic
language not as a decorative literary layer but
as a structural force shaping narrative
meaning and aesthetic impact.

Methodologically, the study employs a
qualitative  descriptive-analytical approach
grounded in systematic library research,
drawing upon textual evidence from Chubak’s
and Golshiri’s stories to identify patterns of
poetic language, figurative density, emotional
expressivity, and elements of what Shafi‘i-
Kadkani defines as “adabiyyat,” or literariness
(6). The analysis is informed by Russian
Formalism, particularly the concept of
defamiliarization (ostranenie), which
foregrounds stylistic deviation as a generator
of poetic effect, an approach aligned with
Razmjou’s distinction between the
automaticity of prose and the heightened
verbal presence of poetry (7). The research
demonstrates that poetic language in narrative
fiction emerges through the intensification of
imagery, emotional coloration, symbolic
construction, and the integration of musicality
at the syntactic level. These principles align
with Jakobson’s articulation of the poetic
function of language, in which attention shifts
from external reference to the message itself,
enabling the story to operate partly as a
linguistic artifact rather than a purely plot-
driven narrative. Such a framework is
particularly important for analyzing Chubak’s

realist-naturalist prose, where poetic language

does not serve to obscure or idealize reality
but to sharpen its sensory and psychological
immediacy. Likewise, Golshiri’'s modernist
prose—with its recursive structures, layered
temporalities, and shifting narrative
focalizations—relies heavily on poetic modes
of representation to reveal the interior life of
characters and to reconfigure narrative time. In
this theoretical and methodological synthesis,
the study situates poetic language as a
multidimensional phenomenon shaped by
aesthetic tradition, narrative technique, and
psychological depth.

The findings indicate that Sadeq Chubak
employs poetic language in a manner
consistent with his realist and naturalist
commitments, using emotionally charged
description, vivid figurative imagery, and tactile
sensory details to intensify the reader’s
engagement with the harshness of lived
experience. Although Chubak’s storytelling is
often rooted in depictions of social decay,
poverty, and human vulnerability—as seen in
Tangsir, Sang-e Sabur, and Anteri ke Luti-ash
Morde Bud—the narratives contain striking
poetic features such as metaphor, simile, and
personification, which amplify emotional
resonance without detracting from the
objective portrayal of reality. For example,
Chubak’s portrayals of heat, exhaustion, or
fear often rely on similes that transform
environmental elements into  animate
presences, creating a poetic atmosphere
through sensory immediacy (18). Likewise, the

internal monologue structure of Sang-e Sabur
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uses an emotionally saturated first-person
narration that foregrounds the psychological
turmoil of characters, a technique that aligns
with Baraheni’s view of the emotive function of
Chubak’s

integration of colloquial language with

language  (20). Moreover,
stylistically elevated prose produces a hybrid
linguistic texture that simultaneously reflects
the vernacular reality of Iranian society and
enhances the expressive power of the
narrative. Even within his naturalist framework,
imagination plays a role; figurative
constructions, symbolic references, and the
rhythmic organization of sentences blend the
poetic with the brutally real, demonstrating that
poetic language can coexist with and even
heighten narrative realism.

In contrast, Houshang Golshiri’s approach to
poetic language is more structurally
embedded in modernist experimentation, with
a greater reliance on symbolic imagery,
layered metaphors, lyrical description, and
shifts in narrative consciousness. Golshiri,
deeply influenced by new narrative forms and
modernist aesthetics, frequently dissolves the
boundary between poetry and prose,
particularly in works such as Shazdeh Ehtejab
and Khaneh-ye Rowshanan. The latter
employs stream-of-consciousness narration,
metaphorical reflection, and sensory-driven
description to animate objects, memories, and
psychological states in a manner that
personifies the internal world of characters
(29). His stylistic signature includes rapid

focalization shifts, recursive imagery, and

poetic montage, techniques that create a
dreamlike or hallucinatory narrative quality.
Furthermore, Golshiri uses defamiliarization
extensively to challenge linear perception and
to compel the reader to engage actively with
the narrative, a practice consistent with
Jakobsonian poetic focus and with the
defamiliarized structures evident in his story
“Gorg” (31). This aligns with Shiri's observation
that Golshiri’'s fiction often blurs generic
boundaries between poetry and narrative (26).
His descriptions—of light, shadow, memory, or
psychological tension—operate less as
representational devices and more as
symbolic  structures that reveal the
fragmentation and ambiguity characteristic of
modern Iranian subjectivity. Through this
approach, Golshiri elevates poetic language to
the organizing principle of narrative
construction, making the linguistic texture itself
a central site of meaning.

The comparative analysis reveals that while
both writers intertwine poetic elements with
narrative prose, their methods differ in
motivation, structure, and aesthetic effect.
Chubak uses poetic language to deepen the
impact of social reality, relying on evocative
description and emotive narration that remain
grounded in external circumstances. His
poetic devices serve realism by intensifying
sensory experience and psychological
empathy. Conversely, Golshiri uses poetic
language as a means of narrative innovation
and epistemological inquiry; his figurative
structures often destabilize the reader’s sense

NY.N
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of time, identity, or narrative reliability. Where
Chubak’s poetic language illuminates the
external world, Golshiri’s illuminates interior
consciousness. Where  Chubak uses
metaphor to enhance clarity and emotional
depth, Golshiri uses it to cultivate ambiguity
and introspection. Their shared reliance on
imagery, rhythm, and symbolic texture
demonstrates the versatility of poetic language
within prose, but the contrast between their
narrative functions highlights two distinct
trajectories in modern Persian fiction: one
toward heightened realism, the other toward
lyrical modernism. The significance of this
comparison lies in demonstrating how poetic
language not only enriches narrative artistry
but also shapes philosophical, psychological,
and socio-cultural orientations within fiction.

Ultimately, the study concludes that poetic
language functions as a bridge between
narrative prose and lyrical expression,
reshaping the aesthetics of modern Persian
storytelling. Through their distinct but equally
innovative approaches, Chubak and Golshiri
expand the expressive capacity of Persian
prose, demonstrating that poetry and narrative
are not isolated genres but mutually
reinforcing modes of perception and
representation. Their works show that poetic
language can deepen emotional engagement,
intensify symbolic meaning, and open
narrative fiction to new modes of artistic
insight. By revealing the transformative role of
poetic devices in their stories, the study

underscores the broader evolution of Persian

literature toward hybrid, genre-blending forms
that reflect the complexity of modern

experience.
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