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Abstract

The main objective of this study is to examine women’s rights in the poems of Malek-al-Sho‘ara Bahar. Some of these rights
found both opponents and supporters and became one of the most contentious and challenging issues between modernists
and traditionalists. For data analysis, information was collected through library research and examined using a descriptive—
analytical method. Women’s rights include the right to vote and freedom, dress and hijab, social participation, employment,
literacy, and other related domains. Based on this traditional view, Bahar’s perspective toward the personality and rights of
women aligns with that of his predecessors and the dominant attitudes of his era. Accordingly, certain characteristics
commonly attributed to women in Persian literary texts did not escape the poet’s attention, and he addressed them in his
works. Malek-al-Sho ‘ara considers women to be emotional and sentimental beings—an inherent trait of women that cannot
be censured. However, he views women as opposed to intellectual thought, hope, and innovation, while at the same time
eager and attached to new and modern appearances. In essence, he sees them as unaware of inner realities and preoccupied
with outward forms. He does not regard women as possessing deep and profound thoughts. It should be noted that Bahar’s
stance in this matter is influenced by the social conditions of his time, and these issues seemingly relate to the early stages
of his poetic career.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

This study investigates the complexity of
women’s rights as represented in the poetry of
Malek-al-Sho‘ara Bahar, situating his poetic
worldview within the broader discursive
tensions of the Constitutional Era when
notions of liberty, equality, civic virtue, and
collective identity were undergoing
reconfiguration. The article argues that
Bahar's poetic position emerges from the
collision of two powerful intellectual currents:
the traditional Persian literary system,
grounded in inherited patriarchal structures
and idealized portrayals of femininity, and the
modernist discourse of the early twentieth
century, driven by constitutional reform,
urbanization, rising literacy, and increasing
public debate about women’s civic presence.
In this context, the poet’s voice becomes both
a continuation of classical heritage and a
precursor to modern social consciousness.
The article demonstrates that Bahar was
deeply influenced by the sociopolitical
conditions of his era; thus, his views on women
reflect the ideological tensions between
reverence for cultural continuity and an
awareness of the necessity for change.
Women’s rights—patrticularly literacy, access

to public life, rational self-development,
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freedom from restrictive norms, and the
rejection of superstition—became themes
through which Bahar captured the evolving
spirit of Iranian society, highlighting that no
meaningful national progress could occur
while half the population was relegated to
confinement and ignorance (3).
The analysis further emphasizes that Bahar
inherited from classical Persian literature a
series of archetypal assumptions regarding
women’s emotional nature, aesthetic value,
and domestic roles. Yet he simultaneously
challenged and expanded these assumptions
by embedding women’s intellectual potential
and civic capacities within his poetic
narratives. The article reveals how Bahar's
dual attitude—oscillating between portraying
women as sentimental and portraying them as
capable agents of knowledge—reflects not
personal inconsistency but rather the
transitional nature of his intellectual
environment. His poetry often portrays women
as delicate in temperament yet capable of
immense moral influence, as both perceptive
and limited, as subjects of affection and as
potential leaders within domestic and social
spheres. This dynamic tension shapes the
core of his poetic engagement with women’s

rights. In particular, the article analyzes his

~120 ~



1404 Jlw cpylg> oyloaid cpogw 0390 wyld OLasdl o Glo) Luxis 40305

critique of ignorance, superstition, and cultural
stagnation as barriers that prevented women
from perceiving their own worth. Bahar
believed that without freeing women from
intellectual and spiritual confinement, society
itself would remain stagnant, a belief that
aligned him with leading reformist thinkers of
the Constitutional Era who saw education as
the foundation for national regeneration (3).

A substantial portion of the article is devoted to
Bahar's treatment of education as the
essential path toward female empowerment.
His poems repeatedly present literacy not only
as a practical skill but as a symbolic act of
enlightenment, liberation, and self-realization.
The authors show that Bahar conceptualizes
ignorance as a “veil” that prevents women
from participating in the broader cultural and
scientific evolution of the nation. Through
close reading of key poems, the article
illustrates how Bahar repudiates the claim—
common among conservative circles of his
era—that female education undermined
familial and religious values. Instead, he
presents learning as a divine mandate, a moral
obligation, and a social necessity. This
interpretation positions Bahar among those
intellectuals who articulated a reformist
understanding of religion: they viewed
authentic ethics as compatible with rational
inquiry and rejected the argument that gender
equality threatened spiritual foundations. The
study asserts that Bahar's criticism of
reactionary forces who opposed women’s

literacy reveals his broader vision of a society

in which knowledge, justice, and moral dignity
are interconnected. By challenging social
dogma in poetic form, he extended the
discourse of women'’s rights into the realm of
cultural consciousness (3).

The article also explores Bahar’'s stance on
polygamy, marital ethics, and the emotional
structure of family life. His poetry, rich with
metaphor and narrative, expresses strong
opposition to polygamy, highlighting its
destructive emotional consequences—such
as jealousy, animosity, injustice, and the
disintegration of familial harmony. The article
demonstrates how Bahar used poetic rhetoric
to critique the imbalance inherent in multiple
marriages, suggesting that only prophetic
perfection could achieve genuine fairness in
such arrangements, thereby making polygamy
impossible for ordinary men. The authors
argue that this perspective reveals Bahar’s
broader ethical framework: one that values
mutual respect, emotional integrity, and
genuine companionship. Additionally, the
article examines his belief that women who
participate in society—by being educated,
informed, and socially present—are more
capable of rejecting unjust marital norms. This
position reflects Bahar's conviction that
women needed not only legal recognition but
also internal strength cultivated through
knowledge. His approach to marriage is
therefore not merely moralistic but grounded in
his belief that personal autonomy and
education are essential conditions for justice

within the family and society at large (3).
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The study then analyzes Bahar’'s views on
veiling, modesty, and social appearance,
demonstrating the subtle nuances of his
thinking. While rejecting rigid and restrictive
veiling practices such as heavy coverings,
face veils, and social seclusion, Bahar does
not advocate for immodesty or the
abandonment of moral values. Instead, he
draws a distinction between imposed physical
coverings and inner modesty, emphasizing
that true dignity derives from moral character
rather than garments. The article argues that
Bahar understood excessive veiling as a
historical construct that contributed to
women’s isolation and prevented them from
accessing education and social engagement.
At the same time, he underscores that genuine
virtue does not emerge through symbolic
coverings but through sincerity, chastity, and
ethical conduct. This dual emphasis—
critiquing external restrictions while affirming
internal virtues—reveals how  Bahar
negotiated between modernist ideals and
traditional moral frameworks. The authors note
that his poetic critique also resonates with
broader Constitutional-Era debates on the
nature of freedom, gender roles, and civic
participation,  contributing to  evolving
definitions of womanhood within Iranian
society (3).

Ultimately, the extended analysis presented in
the article concludes that Bahar's poetry
constitutes a meaningful bridge between
classical literary tradition and the social

guestions of modern Iran. His portrayal of

women blends admiration, criticism, ethical
instruction, and social advocacy, providing a
multidimensional image that reflects the
complexities of his time. Through sustained
attention to education, autonomy, morality,
and social participation, Bahar's poetic
discourse reveals both the aspirations and the
contradictions embedded in early twentieth-
century Iranian thought. The authors argue
that while Bahar did not present a fully
developed political program for gender
equality, he articulated a powerful cultural and
moral foundation upon which later discussions
of women’s rights could build. By situating
women at the center of national transformation
and emphasizing their intellectual and ethical
capacities, his poetry contributes to a deeper
understanding of how literary expression

participates in social reform.
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