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Abstract

This article examines the role of localism in the poetry of Nima Yushij and argues that his contribution to modern Persian
poetry is rooted not only in formal innovation but also in the linguistic, ecological, and cultural foundations of his native
Mazandaran. Through an analysis of linguistic features, ecological imagery, narrative structures, and symbolic patterns, the
study demonstrates how Tabari vocabulary, northern landscape elements such as forests, mist, rain, sea, and local fauna,
along with motifs derived from regional oral culture, shape the semantic and aesthetic architecture of his poetry. The findings
show that nature in Nima’s verse functions not as decorative scenery but as an active “character,” expressing emotions such
as anxiety, hope, anticipation, and renewal. Furthermore, the study reveals that symbols such as “night,” “the Amen Bird,”
“Darvag,” and “mist” emerge from lived ecological experience rather than classical poetic conventions. Narrative and
sociocultural analysis also illustrates how rural life, agricultural labor, seasonal rhythms, and local customs form an integral
part of his poetic world. The overall conclusion underscores that Nima Yushij is not only the father of modern Persian poetry
but also the founding figure of modern literary localism in Iran, redefining Persian poetry through a renewed bond with
cultural and ecological identity.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
This study investigates the central role of

localism and ecological poetics in the works of
Nima Yushij, demonstrating that his poetic
revolution cannot be understood without
foregrounding his profound embeddedness in
the natural, linguistic, and cultural landscape
of northern Iran. While previous scholarship
has emphasized Nima’s formal innovations,
including his transformation of poetic rhythm,
narrative depth, and symbolic architecture, the
present research argues that the foundation of
these innovations lies in the ecological and
cultural imprint of his birthplace, Yush. The
extended analysis shows that Nima’s poetry is
constructed upon an intimate articulation of
nature—forests, mountains, mist, rain, sea,
rural labor, and local fauna—integrated
through a unigue poetic language strongly
shaped by Tabari lexicon and rhythm. This
work draws on conceptual frameworks of
folklore, linguistic diversity, and Persian
ecopoetics to situate Nima’s originality within a
larger continuum of Iranian literary culture (1,
14). Because Nima’s transformation of Persian
poetry was realized not only through structural
and rhythmic reinvention but also through a re-
rooting of poetic imagination in the ecological
and cultural realities of Mazandaran, this
research approaches his work through the
combined lenses of eco-symbolism, linguistic
anthropology, and regional poetics.

The first major dimension of the study

examines Nima’s language and vocabulary,

éL'.a oo
especially his incorporation of Tabari words
and phonetic patterns, which he used to create
a poetic idiom simultaneously innovative and
deeply rooted in local identity. The analysis
highlights that Tabari was not, for Nima, an
auxiliary repertoire but an internalized
linguistic consciousness shaping the very
texture of his poetic expression. Words such
as darvag, Aqa-tuka, tirang, ayesh, binjgar,
napari, and vandar function not only as lexical
items but as carriers of cultural memory,
acoustic  atmosphere, and ecological
familiarity (11, 12). This study employs stylistic
and semantic analysis to demonstrate how
Nima’s use of such vocabulary generates
linguistic  defamiliarization, a technique
previously discussed in studies on poetic
innovation and marked language in modern
Persian literature (10, 20). Furthermore, this
paragraph argues that the Tabari elements in
Nima's verse are not ornamental but
structural, contributing to the sonic
architecture of the poem, the rhythm of natural
phenomena, and the emotional tonalities
embedded in his ecological imagery. Through
this lens, Nima’s linguistic practices are
conceptualized as a form of “local poetics,”
bridging indigenous cultural expression with
modern literary experimentation.

The second major dimension concerns the
representation of nature and ecological
elements within Nima’s poetry, demonstrating

that nature is not merely a descriptive
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backdrop but a living presence—often
functioning as a symbolic agent, narrative
force, or emotional counterpart. Nima’s forests
breathe, his mountains brood, his mist
conceals, and his rain delivers warnings or
promises, all forming a symbolic ecology that
is inseparable from the human psyche. This
research argues that the omnipresence of
ecological motifs stems from Nima’s formative
exposure to the environment of Yush, where
climatic elements such as fog, long winters,
sudden rains, and dense woods shaped the
perceptual world of the community (8, 16).
Poems such as Darvag, Ri-ra, Shab-pa, and
Qognus demonstrate how ecological motifs
serve as vehicles for portraying expectation,
fear, social tension, or hope—functions that
align with discussions of symbolic naturalism
in Persian poetic tradition (5, 15). The study
underscores that Nima’s ecological symbols
are distinct from classical Persian nature
imagery, which often tends toward abstraction
or idealization; instead, Nima’s nature is
tactile, auditory, and materially grounded,
extending into psychological and philosophical
domains.

The third dimension concerns the symbolic
and allegorical system embedded in Nima’s

poetry, especially the extraordinary recurrence

of motifs such as “night,” “mist,” “rain,” “bird-
messengers,” and “the sea.” The symbol of
night—which appears more than three
hundred times across his corpus—serves as a
central axis of meaning, encompassing

emotional, existential, and socio-political

resonances. Unlike the mystical “night” of
classical poetry associated with contemplation
or divine union, Nima’s night embodies
suffocation, uncertainty, crisis, or deferred
dawn. Through an intertextual critique
informed by modern Persian poetics, this
study situates Nima’'s symbolic night as a
reflection of personal anguish, collective
oppression, and historical turbulence,
positioning it as one of the defining metaphors
of early modern Iranian consciousness (6, 13).
Similarly, allegorical figures such as The
Phoenix, The King of Victory, and The Amen
Bird (Morgh-e Amin) reveal how Nima
expands indigenous folklore, mythic patterns,
and existential anxieties into multi-layered
narrative-symbolic structures. The analysis
shows that these allegories merge rural
cosmology with modern poetic consciousness,
representing a synthesis of local myth and
modernist metaphor.

The fourth dimension is the role of narrative
and social worldbuilding in Nima’'s poetry,
which differentiates him sharply from
predecessors whose works rarely engaged
with  rural sociocultural realities. Nima
constructs a narrative-poetic universe in which
villagers, farmers, hunters, guards, mothers,
and children appear as central figures,
reflecting the  sociological fabric  of
Mazandaran’s traditional life. Through detailed
thematic analysis, this research demonstrates
how rural labor (such as rice farming), local
rituals, seasonal cycles, and communal

expectations become narrative devices

NY.N
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shaping the emotional and symbolic
movement of his poems. Poems like Shab-pa
and Kar-e Shab-pa exemplify how rural life
merges with ecological phenomena to create
a dynamic narrative rhythm. Studies on
modern Persian folklore verify that such
integration of local life into literary narrative not
only roots the poem in cultural authenticity but
also democratizes literary subject matter,
giving voice to social groups historically
marginalized in elite Persian poetry (2, 3).
Nima thus positions the everyday life of
villagers as legitimate poetic material,
redefining the sociological scope of Persian
literary imagination.

Finally, the extended abstract argues that
Nima’s contribution to contemporary Iranian
literature should be understood not only
through the lens of poetic innovation but also
through his foundational role in establishing
modern literary localism. Nima'’s re-rooting of
poetry in ecological, linguistic, and cultural
realities anticipates key principles later
associated with postcolonial theory, cultural
sovereignty, and anti-centralist discourse—
despite the fact that these theoretical
frameworks emerged decades after his most
influential works. By elevating indigenous
language, rural experience, and peripheral
identity, Nima effectively generated a
decentralizing literary force that challenged the
cultural hierarchy privileging urban and
classical norms (14). His legacy is evident in
subsequent poets such as Akhavan-e Sales,
Shafii Kadkani, Atashi, and even Shabhriar,

each of whom extended the possibilities of
regional poetics within Persian modernism.
Ultimately, the research concludes that Nima
is not only the father of modern Persian poetry
but also the foundational architect of modern
literary localism in Iran—a figure whose
engagement with place, nature, and linguistic
plurality reshaped the trajectory of Persian

literature in the twentieth century.
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