w1 Ol g b s

S Jalo 12 49 bl sl 59l
? e ol e 5T SN S L

Ol ol odlal 33T o8l ol dmly ¢ s6 Slusl 5 0L 05,8 )

Kaveh.abbassi@iau.ac.ir :J st s 5 Joal #

kS

siale oS canle glas sl s oo bt wsede sl 5005, (S5 Oli wehs a5 I oty g S
o Sl el (6 dipls plazzl 5 b Slaedsdy a4 s 03 0 Gt s 5 Dl 2 (Olalls ) aals
(B33 el Llandl g (o Slags3le ppeal JUS 3 Sl 51 68 e e b 0ol il e aal 3 (5 Sos s
@ Gt gy el SLAE alse b s dlale laysl s SRas ol el Gl 5Ly 550 5 el
el gLl 5 bl 5l QUL (gt S i S 5l 0L Gadoss el ol Mo — o 5 & 50
rl 3l e e (68 s b LIS alse Lledd ads oa s U ye 5 Bl (s blul olie OF s a8 ol (5 5i0
3l 055 Gt Sl 5o ) § e Lile (Sloy sl Dl g 5o 5 da sde (Wl (JU O lailale glasl daadl s
Sl sl 38 o S 4 bt 5 3l gl enalie alteny 4l (5 B o 15 eolie l 5l ol 03 S
Sl Jsasolgr el ol o 5 ol Gl s slins 3L b o bl 5 Vi

S sl sl ilole gl sl LI abie olin S 108 51 g8

@' BY NC
A=Y O a5 s 5 Ol a8 GLEIS Galsee pad 53 &ilale b, sb (V0 F) LoylS (bl 5 )T (ki ol 3T S 1 paslanl o gud
w43 8 5 50 (CCBY-NC 4.0) a8 b sllas 531 oo 2o oy dlis pl JLES] sl oo 5 0 Glate lis ol LaS G sla3 VE Y ©
VEE aass i A bl
VEE st Vi Sk

VEF et VD 1ty

VEF osed Tl b


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

1FoF Jbo (93 o kol (Paw 098 ¢ cw il Oludl § b ) dusmis™ 4 i3

Folk Beliefs in the Poetry of Mokhles Kashani
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Abstract

The Indian style (Sabk-e Hendi) is recognized for its precision and special attention to the details of everyday life and
tangible phenomena. Folk beliefs, which originate from people's observations, experiences, and interpretations of natural
and social phenomena, provide a fertile ground for the cultivation of such attention to detail. By employing these elements
alongside sensory imagery, poets have succeeded in creating themes that are vivid, dynamic, and emotionally charged. The
main objective of this study is to examine folk beliefs in the poetry of Mokhles Kashani. The research method is descriptive—
analytical. The findings indicate that the Indian style of poetry reflects the mindset, culture, and prevalent beliefs of the
Safavid era, in which mythical, superstitious, and mystical elements are intricately intertwined. Mokhles Kashani, through
his skillful use of these components, integrates popular beliefs such as divination (fal), fortune (tale"), the number seven,
and mythical beings like the Simorgh into his poetic structure. He employs these elements not merely as decorative motifs
but as semantic and structural devices that shape meaning. His poetry is multilayered and profoundly emotive, serving both

as a mirror of his era’s spirit and as a vessel for universal human themes.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study of folk beliefs in the poetry of

Mokhles Kashani opens a distinctive window
into the cultural and intellectual fabric of the
Safavid era, when the Indian style (Sabk-e
Hendi) of Persian poetry flourished as a
uniqgue manifestation of linguistic ingenuity,

_u;LMJ@u};\;ﬂ,t#ﬁda:;,é;&‘é\,ﬁ.pm
RGN WY
Seals St 5 gy oS g 425w
A R Ol e S e

(VY0 :0las)
Seh e Koy S C\ﬁw a Sloy sl plie 5l Laa el o
oy den o= S das e 0L LB 5 S e e L els
ol 2,8 W K5 50 S Gale Su s (s s osles
el Sl 5 1 B e ety il bl
ol e 2 o il T S
oS bl e b iles U gl S

(YFY :0kea)
;.&Jaj)jj:,u)&;j}v;l.é);oliicj\ygﬁ&i\ﬁdalm
e sale o oS Sl Ao 5 Ol > Gsdme b gl
sl el s laa 558 o0 55l o B pl e 5s (wes oy sl)
,;\,gifus@\éﬁmj&ﬁ';o;t,wjgp-u.@;ﬁ
Lo b Sk )5
& S o
e A L S T
e Obdje ez Cipd g ip gy 5 Ol miler SUSL
Laysl gul e osdle Golee b (SLAE ol ol os 555
ook il el @ S s obe Olpe @ B <L

imaginative expansion, and philosophical
contemplation. In this literary tradition, poets
turned their gaze toward everyday life, finding
in common customs, superstitions, and
collective rituals a fertile ground for aesthetic
exploration and symbolic expression. Folk
culture—rooted in oral traditions, shared
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myths, and collective consciousness—
provided the raw material through which poetic
imagination was able to construct new
meanings, metaphors, and visions of the
human condition. As (1) notes, folklore
comprises the collective knowledge, beliefs,
and behaviors transmitted orally among
members of a society, forming the living
memory and identity of a people. These
cultural residues, once innovative and
experimental, gradually became
institutionalized as enduring traditions and
symbolic repositories of social experience.
The Safavid period was marked by the
transformation of Persian poetry from
aristocratic  refinement  toward  social
engagement, integrating the language of the
common people with the intellectual
sophistication of the court. In this dynamic
context, poets such as Mokhles Kashani gave
voice to the thoughts, fears, and desires of
ordinary individuals, weaving folk beliefs,
omens, mythical figures, and astrological signs
into an intricate poetic universe that merged
the mystical with the mundane. As (2)
explains, despite criticisms that this tendency
led to popularization and decline, poets like
Mokhles consciously adopted colloquial
expressions and folk imagery as a means of
linguistic renewal and human connection,
asserting that the true poet must learn the
language of the street and the market to grasp
the living soul of speech. In this regard, his
poetry serves as a document of cultural

anthropology, reflecting the cognitive and

emotional structures that shaped popular
imagination in Safavid Iran.

The conceptual framework of folk belief in
Persian literature extends beyond mere
superstition to encompass a psychological and
social phenomenon deeply embedded in
collective experience. According to (3), the
study of folklore is a comprehensive
examination of the intellectual and moral life of
a nation, for it mirrors the unspoken
dimensions of its history and ethos. In this
light, the prevalence of superstitious thinking,
as (4) argues, represents an instinctive human
attempt to reconcile ignorance and fear of the
unknown through mythic reasoning, wherein
reason often succumbs to emotional
necessity. From this perspective, the poet
becomes not only a creative artist but also a
transmitter of social memory, translating the
symbols of folk consciousness into aesthetic
language. (5) observes that early human
beings, unable to discern causal relationships
in nature, attributed natural phenomena to
supernatural agents as a psychological
defense against uncertainty. This impulse
underlies many of the beliefs represented in
Mokhles Kashani’s work, from the fear of the
evil eye to the fascination with destiny, fortune,
and celestial influence. As (6) highlights, in the
Safavid period, public spaces such as
coffeehouses facilitated interaction between
poets and ordinary people, thereby narrowing
the gap between literary and popular culture.
Mokhles Kashani’s poetry thus encapsulates

this synthesis—its diction blending learned
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and vernacular registers, its imagery bridging
metaphysical inquiry and domestic familiarity,
and its motifs resonating with the everyday
spirituality of the masses.

Among the recurrent motifs in his work, belief
in fate and fortune occupies a central position.
Following (9), Persian literature has long been
preoccupied with the paradox of human
agency and cosmic determinism, representing
“bakhte siyah” (dark fortune) and ‘“tale”
(destiny) as forces shaping the contours of
human life. In Kashani’s verse, fortune is both
a metaphysical principle and an emotional
reality; it governs love and loss alike, signifying
the poet’s recognition of existential
vulnerability. His portrayal of the transience of
life, as reflected in the motif of “the vanity of
age,” aligns with a broader Persian poetic
tradition that perceives worldly existence as
ephemeral and deceptive. Furthermore,
beliefs surrounding the evil eye (‘ayn al-
hasad) manifest vividly in his metaphors. (10)
describes the ancient Iranian customs of
averting the evil eye through rituals involving
burning esphand (Peganum harmala), reciting
verses, or hanging protective charms—
practices that survive even today. Mokhles
Kashani, sensitive to these symbolic textures,
reinterprets the evil eye as an inevitable
consequence of beauty itself: the beloved’s
allure becomes so overwhelming that it invites
envy and destruction. Likewise, in his
references to astrological notions of “sa‘d’
(auspicious) and “nahs” (inauspicious)

planets, the poet engages with the premodern

cosmological worldview articulated by (11),
wherein celestial configurations determined
earthly fortunes. In his imagery, planetary
influence functions not merely as superstition
but as a metaphor for emotional inevitability—
the lover’s suffering under the tyranny of ill-
fated stars reflecting the determinism of love
itself. As (12) observes, such fatalism
permeated the moral and psychological
outlook of Persian society, expressing both
resignation and spiritual humility before divine
order.

Equally significant in the symbolic economy of
Kashani’'s poetry is the invocation of
numerology, especially the sacred number
seven, which recurs across mythologies as an
emblem of cosmic perfection. (14, 15) trace the
veneration of the number seven to prehistoric
times, noting its ubiquity in Iranian cultural
expressions—from the seven heavens and the
seven trials of Rostam to the sevenfold rites of
Nowruz. This numerical mysticism conveys
both metaphysical balance and cultural
continuity, transforming guantitative
abstraction into poetic essence. Mokhles
Kashani’'s allusions to “seven verses of
Nezami” or the “seven walls of the cosmos”
reflect an awareness of this symbolism and a
deliberate engagement with its moral
resonance. Beyond numerology, his use of
herbal and mythic imagery situates his poetry
within a continuum of traditional science and
superstition. For instance, his reference to
‘jadwar” (zedoary), a rare medicinal plant

mentioned by (16) and (17), functions as a

NY.N
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metaphor for wisdom in a world of ignorance—
the poet likening the scarcity of insight to the
rarity of the healing root. Similarly, his
metaphoric treatment of the mythic “ox and
fish” that uphold the earth, derived from
ancient Iranian cosmology as discussed by
(15), embodies the poet’s critique of social
hierarchy: the burdened creatures represent
the oppressed classes sustaining a corrupt
world order. In these cases, folk belief
operates as both image and ideology,
providing Kashani with an allegorical language
for moral reflection.

The integration of supernatural and
mythological beings further enriches Kashani’s
symbolic repertoire. His references to the
dragon (azhdeha), as (18) notes, draw upon
the Indo-Iranian myth of the treasure-guarding
serpent—a creature both fearsome and
greedy, embodying the moral allegory of
avarice. By juxtaposing the dragon’s delusion
with human folly, Kashani critiques gullibility
and false faith. His invocation of “pi-sefid”
(white-footed), an omen of misfortune
described in the Anandraj, reflects the
pervasive Iranian dichotomy between “khosh-
gadam” (lucky-footed) and “nahs-gadam” (ill-
omened), translating metaphysical judgment
into social commentary. The motif of “blood-
tinged tears” (chashm-e khun-pala), explained
physiologically by (20) as the ancient belief
that tears originate from the heart’'s blood,
becomes in Kashani’'s verse an emblem of
emotional purification through suffering. Even

more telling is his allusion to the ritual of

“putting a heart in the child’s collar,” recorded
by Dehkhoda, as a charm to cure bad
temperament. Kashani’'s poetic transformation
of this act into a metaphor for compassion and
moral awakening demonstrates his mastery in
converting literal folk customs into allegorical
expressions of empathy. Finally, his invocation
of the Simorgh and Anga—Ilegendary birds
symbolizing divine wisdom—follows the
mystical interpretations offered by (21) and
(14). For Kashani, the Simorgh epitomizes
transcendence; its unattainable feather
becomes a metaphor for the poet’s striving
toward spiritual and artistic perfection, a theme
central to the Indian style’s celebration of
intellectual audacity and paradox.

From a methodological standpoint, this
research employs a descriptive—analytical
approach, drawing upon close reading,
thematic classification, and comparative
analysis to elucidate the layers of meaning
embedded in Kashani’s poetry. The study
situates his work within the broader framework
of Indo-Persian literary aesthetics, in which
folk imagination coexists with philosophical
abstraction. It identifies a distinct tension
between vernacular realism and mystical
idealism, revealing how Mokhles Kashani
negotiates the dual imperatives of accessibility
and transcendence. The poet's engagement
with folk beliefs is neither passive reproduction
nor mere ornamentation; rather, it constitutes
an act of creative recontextualization whereby
the irrational becomes a vehicle of insight. By

examining key motifs such as fortune, the evil
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eye, sacred numbers, and mythic creatures,
the article illuminates the dialogic relationship
between superstition and wisdom, popular
imagination and poetic consciousness. This
synthesis underscores the capacity of Persian
poetry to preserve cultural heritage while
continuously  reinventing its  symbolic
vocabulary to address changing social
realities. The research also fills a critical gap in
literary historiography, for, as (7) and (8) have
documented, Mokhles Kashani’s corpus,
though limited in  volume, remains
underexplored in its folkloric dimension,
offering rich potential for interdisciplinary
inquiry that bridges literary studies,
anthropology, and cultural history.

In conclusion, the exploration of folk beliefs in
Mokhles Kashani’'s poetry reveals the
profound interdependence of art, culture, and
collective psychology in Safavid Iran. His
verses transform the symbolic residues of
myth, superstition, and daily ritual into a
tapestry of philosophical reflection and
emotional authenticity. By channeling the
voice of the common people through the
refined medium of poetic expression, Kashani
achieves a synthesis between individual
insight and communal memory, reaffirming the
timeless role of poetry as both mirror and
molder of cultural identity. His oeuvre stands
as a testament to the enduring vitality of
folklore as an aesthetic and moral force within
Persian literary tradition, inviting modern

readers to rediscover the wisdom encoded in

the beliefs, fears, and hopes of generations

past.
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