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Abstract

In times of global crises, media outlets transcend their informational role to become producers of narratives and discourses
that shape public understanding of the crisis. During the COVID-19 pandemic, different media organizations framed and
represented the crisis through varying discursive strategies. The aim of the present study is to analyze the discourse of
COVID-19 news in China Daily based on the theory of Laclau and Mouffe, in order to demonstrate how this newspaper
articulated the discourse of the pandemic and which central and floating signifiers it emphasized. To achieve this goal, the
study employed critical discourse analysis within the theoretical framework of Laclau and Mouffe, examining news articles
published in China Daily between 2020 and 2021. The findings revealed that the newspaper, through the use of discursive
strategies such as lexical generalization, rhetorical expressions, and excessive lexicalization, constructed a discourse
centered around two main nodal points: “China’s effective actions” and “China’s global leadership.” Within this discourse,
China is portrayed as a country successful in managing the pandemic, leading in scientific research, and committed to global
cooperation, whereas other countries—particularly the United States—are positioned in contrast. This discursive articulation
contributed to strengthening China’s national identity and legitimizing the government’s policies in confronting the
pandemic.

Keywords: discourse analysis, COVID-19, China Daily, Laclau and Mouffe, discursive hegemony.

Slcroc

How to cite: Salah Al Nageeb, S. S., Korani, A., & Dehghan, M. (2025). Discourse Analysis of COVID-19 News Based on Laclau and Mouffe’s Theory: A Case Study of China
Daily. The Treasury of Persian Language and Literature, 3(4), 1-20.

© 2025 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Submit Date: 17 June 2025

Revise Date: 29 October 2025
Accept Date: 06 November 2025
Initial Publish: 08 November 2025
Final Publish: 22 December 2025



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

1FeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 0398 ¢ ow i Dladl 9 Ol dusmis™ 4y pld

52 VS b B e Sl sl s el ose
L Jomoly €l 5 altens iy a5 ol laslenS w23 |2
Sl L3l e ko s 2 (10) Wihes s 1S 30 50
03wl SE Sl GG S et glawla, 5o Uy S
33bege 23 o goe (SIS el s OT 3 5 Oy ke
ol (VAAD) b5 JsLa 5 MSY 2l plazi€ a s (1)
o (B) s e &1 glile; QLS s (sl el (g kS
IIs st Sadls (st fuaie O3 caotlis  AST L &
Shat ol ot Glaslnl (Saeia 5 Goolen oy (S5
2l il slaokeaiS s lne el S8 ez 81
5 e 60l ol gen Las cabge 5 SSY i 51 .(12) LS s
o2l o3l Gl oy SO s adls s fade Jol>
L bails e o LB LIE s ol wopr )l
5 b i Olgie w0 OS5 Ak s S ie
s gl ol sk 4l (13D Las oskr ek
5 bl 53 Vi S b ol bl S5
lie ooy pl Gline s (gl il glaolanlS
2Aox 3 S Ol 4 okl wlsy, (14) el
G 308 i gy OB 5 o Ol ol (slaceli s
e S5 ey G SR 3 ege A 528 ]
e VAL JL 1S by ol L35) sl ol Ol 4
Olblre sl o ol b SIS0 Olpe @ oo
) LSy 355 on 4 b o 4 eddle Ml
o 6550 s LIS LIS e V8-S 5se 03wl
Sl sy fate Ol nl b 1S58 558 e Ul se
Ol crl 311 355 Zaly Bes S 200 5 antls yedidy
ol OF 5 ol 2ass (8) was )l el Olblbis «

iy 53 VA-gsS a0 byse Sl Ol w4 &S

4ndle
0 oS ol bl Sldllas s g3liml 65 oy, laniS o
il Oy o Lae 5 G (pdE Ol Lals, (515
bo s 5 oy 513 L 3 o) (@) il
Sl 58 IS (S8 bl s 4 (sl
Ol s (2) col SlaziS ol 3 wlow 5 olaz>]
ol S8 s gly LS ol wlay o3 3
sl plbeisl 5 0L Gk Sl el 5 slexxl Glacsdls
O Raas5 & Gl 2 S nl ((B) 258 e 552
5 bme Al 3 s baailey €58 ol b das e OIS
il 8 elarl laskidy 5l agas Sos a4 a3 S
5 Sl ol 5s slile OlaaiS s ) 5 S s
baile o Jal b a5 105wl Slays5 5 Glog s Sl
G5 Lgd e b Olbbe gl Sledbl Lol aie w
(4) 1S o Wl Lages Syl 4 as IS5 3 (oS puns
o Sl OlasS o o35> )3 sdate Sladllas o2 e
Lo dA-tssS Ol olsl s o saaila; ol
arg s eSS s 5 S (B Gl Sl eslind
M 53 sz Il L(5) el wB S 13 01 Kka s
Wolew (nl faed OS5 Gt Ol &0 o S 3005 2925
Gl axdls oy opl by sl (ileOlaniS 55 ege SR8
SOl w2 S 55 5l S Olge VA= S (6 Saen (6)
il sl 2 res DG ol 03 53 Sl clag
Al sl Ol ey (7)) o SIS 2y (S5
Oler blE pla & oo 4 o Olass e 55 Y914 JLu
Ol l 53.8) Wi b Slexr Ol G w0 5 3L 2 28
e AET 5 s (Slspdbl 53 gopme i bkl

L el ¢ Slsgdbl (28 51 515 Ll Q) diles S sl pasas

L Covid-19



VFeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 098 (qwild Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

Sl 4l Ll el (5l sl 5 Las e oa
0 35l el elerrl glaodody s Shee Lo 5 e
Sladls (s fade O e SIS nlie (g bl sl
G Goadl s ileie 22 (Saes (5 S e dls sl
ool ealie Sl (K il ilien (S0l Jelos s il
Lol a a8 el g feaia” pogie whge 5 WY 4 B3 5o
(ks e 3l 0Ll 0Lz S s Cilis sl asbls |
A w4 il glawlis 5 badls O b &Sl gl
ol s e S ol CS G5 L) 0 Ly
Ols slabasly o5 555 0 GBI as o 4 sy fats” s
Joo onl a3 Ol Cupa & (sosb 4 XS e 13 ol
DS e I ) nl 50 (B) TS e i ik Jeaie
SF o Js b e Dbl 0T o Wadls b 5 3503 (55550
b &5 alais 55,8 o K2 0T J s OlatiS oS ol glailis
sS e 5 Kol Gl e e DS S
OLs Sl il 5o Ol sl 0525258 S5 5 ) Jdes 5o (Y74
Wl wly 3 oble 5 S50 slacbssl &8 o5 Lsls
JUsl )y il S Fl il Sl 5 580 plal diadis
S sds0l el pl gk e eslital e 5 Cote oalie
o st Sol (6 DLl (5,5 IS 55 (555 0 gladls (5,5
s s Caesl 5l dige 5 SV @ s a5 (o K0
S A gl sl gladls il e " sls 1" (ol
Ciles Ok 5 Lot Cus ol OlansS G s
Sy ke 4 S Las 3 et 4 | LOT Wl
ilizes SLaOlexiS Ole pline ASWS £ 5 50 sl ladls
S sbs sladls gl Ll Ol o 3
Dol (e Olie 40 .(16) Lls Lasly s, oleisl 53 ege

3 laco g 5 sl dapkasS o5l gladlas s (YHYY)

01 2 O Ry 2513 g 5 ISV s el Lol
L 0L (VAAD) wige 5 MSY gl Sl osliad L b iz
LS bl Sl iy foade 4 islyler asliss, 4,85 oS
oz OLetiS pl 5315 (gskd 5 65 o gladls a5 antls
655" Sl O masn ol ol e col 03 S
w i gladls iy fade Sl eslanal L Jslulr aelss,
Ly SletiS g 5wz 5 atls p V-5 S Ol pm ez oLl
o ldnl caelsl 53 s ol Ml o S Ssesa ey opl o
— L35S gl OlaziS Jlowi b Jas 1o (gla in s ainiy )5
al Gl i Gl Sl sl rmmen 35l 0 N4
Madly iow 55 258 0 5 el 4 wse 5 DSV OlexiS
3 edd Ll Joslolr aalss, ot Jlat Ol s s
Gladely 5 el ks (g ;S amt 5 Eom Jiou 53 (alg o
358 g B o 3590 O

Bgo 9 WY OLexiS i 15 8 0y

S ahse Jlls s WY syl Ol s 4
ol oz Dlalllae o35 s all Sllaly slas o,
ol G 3o 4 1 el g (S50 2l 5 G050 WS 5 S
b a ks ol ol 0l 51,1 VA0 e s "Il 1S g
5 @Sl (eSOl slaw i 5l (g obe S
Ml sl el ol Skl wlaily 4k
S il 03 el o3 S al B ol 5 elenrl glaediy
5 dbesl oles sl o SIS 5 e 4 s dome Ll OleniS
2ld s Sole 4 .(B) 5,8 e 2 o L elen glaes g
pled 5 ol aniliS LS @ opl > Sleni b 5 JleniS Ol
S s Sl sladyl b Jseams Olse 4 slazrl Oler
DlaziS o i 65 Lkiias (WWAA) OLKas 5 Olaila 355 o0

L Anisin



1FeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 0398 ¢ ow i Dladl 9 Ol dusmis™ 4y pld

LTS e s s e Lol S
Sl St a (os Sole 4 aila e 25 o
el Mo L " e el e s e
SOkl OS5 OLL) il 4 ol @ 5 Sl
Sl pedlie ol (il 0Lz v 5o 3l o)Ll b,
Ll Sl L s T 5 L sl SSr s
s 53 (VYY) T35 5 sle Jle Olse 40 .(18) dizes
5 50l S NV A-0s5S  sbaBl S gl OlexiS
Sheslizal bWl 55 opl €8 & Wshs Ol sl
L oslize (slacs3 sl sl daoslanal 5 o slas ¢ S315 slal !
Lt ss SLlBl 5 (g Saes Sl o0 Slpguad 5 LS o Jiie
SIS isad Dlpe a oo (S5 15 OF J 58 sl
Loaklie glp o bl & s o OlE 50l S ypss
SIS S s s B e S ees
S 5 VA=t S s e s sl (sl
oo 2 (15) sls o Ol 1y (Jes Slelis 4 Cond Ce
Glaslpl 5 palie L1 L abge 5 OSY SlaniS Llow o ki
SleaiS Jow gl oo g8 gl LS s
5 ol 25 ST L el ol A8 e p ol sleila,
Gres ooz OBl ol 5 o) Condly 4 s IS
L bala,y 3 elanrl flaw 5 bslays, olbisl S8
55 (VoY) Oben 5750 Jlie Olye 4 .(19) 550 0 o2l
GS e 3,50 55 o ks gl 218 (galisl OleasS Jo
wmS aalay ) oS Wsls OLES Gasl S ypse 53 1A=y S
Ml O Sl b Lol (S o yomss 15 VA= 55 b oy 03,
S3lhial 5 o iSLAG ()5S 1) or A Uy S Bl
Sladdlas 53 (7) Ol Kimss wamen (2) (pioman Ll s

“ LU\J‘J&:ML:M 6Lﬁd|ﬁw BL \Q—.,LU}S QLQS.QS/ a)l..ub

3 Mu

O soetlie S a8 sl ol V- S S oS Ol
st sladls Olpe 4" elenrl e gt 5" " U salT"
by Sslite Gl (g8 aen )by e glasleS o
OleaiS o 53 (VF0T) s slslls (piean (4) Lilos S
S8l 5 s Ol Mallier o 25 4 b s o LT (50l
355 pelow dolie 5 Coale 4 ax g L Ll oS sls OLES
ol ol e 5 S o ixe gline glaskexS L1, L
Sl slite glolasS L 0L L S s e

(A7) 3,138 Sl 5 glize
3503 o Ll (gl 3w wbge 5 MSY ks 53 T Sesa” o gde
Glas o LB S o 2 0lexS 0T b 5l &S
Ol w1y 055 Ol 5 b s pline dhale & daiilis
Slre & Sse5m (o35 3 das oslr ok 5 b i
OT 0ol a5l b 5 ol s ol S 2 gl S0
dole Ol & &1 Jsein cabge 5 ISV OlaxiS o Lo .ol
2 0keaiS G ke Ol 4 oSL s Sl wib S
oseie slile, Sldlas 53 S o iy Sos glaolensS
BlaiS s ol Gl ot (KsSs e S
'Kl s SV Jle Olpe 4 ool LS s g
OletiS & g5 018 la ity obys glandlas 55 (Y4TY)
o Ol €58 45 Wsls OLas VA= 58 Olyss 53 L LS
s QL s b olaolasS a2 bl L ik
O OLn 5 Codas ¢ pimean (8) Wlos S allin " o
il g S cogis L ol s o
DloxiS Gel e SL) ol 2lay oS sl 0L (3l
A 3l el ol W25l 85 o 3l elerr] gl
5 sl @i 5 WY a3 gudS sl
OF 5 8 3,15 0 Ll gyl b 4 (il b ol " el

! Catalano & Wang
2 Mai & Jocuns



VFeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 098 (qwild Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

o5 s agls S 355 48 503 DL s 58 el YT
33 50 SalS O DeltBl L Ll S o e 15 VA= 35S U e
SV e Bk 53 b o el S (peed S
b oo @ B s das e 5 s sl siS sl s ede
(2) K> o goldinl 5 0diSLAg (5 5iS

ko (olinl ol L 4 (Y0YY) THE > 5 e
VA= 05los slolr 5 el S s (s Gla il S
s i o s 0 15 VA= 558 (6 S han s b ls
o33 5 Sl fad olsl s S aen b e ol Al e s S
5318058 (6 Sl S S sl 0l L Sler pad
L Lo S e Jime ) Bl S 6 slolr 5 50l S s
et Al e s 534S sl e W) 55 1 il gla s sl
Lo sbaad 5 pisbas ¢ S35 slalpl 51 6lay 55 8 55 e
Gl il s S eslinal Cilise slaglsl sl JUsl gl
L oablie gl oo SLlbl & sbe 0L el Sopse
SlS « Jo s en (B e b g S
DS 5 V=S S s e s sl sl
A5) sl e 0L 1y 35 Slalie ) o et

4 e O la mSTy s (T01)) TSl 5 SV
V=58 5 e o florl Gladilu; 3 o A OlexS
@@l ol s Sl eslimal L Grags opl dasls
bl (gl ealinal 3550 WIS 5 (6 e Sl 5l il g slir
Y s Ll Sasl Sl eslil S ol A
Olpe &l sms Jomsly el 5 S ) 2 S (0 SHr 4 1)
elatnl e L 0Ll &8 Sl 5 caslie sl e iy
b Ol e 4 iomen Lol als QLS (S o0l w3l 5 s

GOl Lilg o ed ps bolkaS Of 53 &8 SU s

3 Mai & Jocuns
4 Catalano & Wang

(Fa) e Ol Gilo osgex eds GG ()
(S aan o3l sl sS4 84S Loy Ol 5 s
w by ol os Sler 5 SLIS b obs 5l S S
(o s e ol SLIL e WY olaxsS ol
5o bee SIS S s gl L gl
Ll om0 GiPAN s wu8 LB il gla pleisl
g V.A‘Jé

Slal; xS s aies 53 sla tags Gl sl 5o
S o p 4 S Sl 0l plal il slas S0, L
el bl s elanl Bl 5 Lokt bk
o gty

e sla i olinl Ol Ll 4 (Y0YY) Vg
hololr s el Somss gbeaslzs, oo V-t 5L
WSols 0 OlaiS ko ggde 3l oslinal b a5 cpl ol
oo Vs sS sose 5 g s 5 Sl lle
531t ol Ol 5 S lin a8 515 0L ol 38
plod wslissy 33 o 3ol sdkim b wlid Sl e L)
Sl ol e sl 31 Sols 05 0LasiS Llowd e olis
Ui ol s e S0 1 5 sl S kel (NS
5 0L e alaly Wlg e oaliml oS s &S sl L
3 ol il 550 0L Gisb Sl LS s 1) S35 5
(1) 33 ST ety S (5550 5]

Ui S @l plS s 4 (1) TolKes 5 e
b Somgs 03 VS (S aes 25 53 o osl)2
gos Gl olr el ek Gl et
Jobs 5 S (oS Jde slaie, Sl S 5L s NS
ol Bl 51 505 Shsss 53 6 SIS Y0 e Sy

L Nindi
2Mu



1FeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 0398 ¢ ow i Dladl 9 Ol dusmis™ 4y pld

Gl GIS lasll of j5 &S Wsd o LS Gl 4 Joles
AS by a8 bl bady Olps o e S (g3l asis
Ll ) ol OletiS (ks oz 5 (i g po o3liaal oy 5
(14) el axdlae L5

Sl iy

St Ol Jdos 5 s 4 (090Y) 0K 5 Cndas
2y gl glasle, g 3 S cipis
» Sl cipis Gl 2l S sl ol ol ey
ezl gl I OlasiS Ol i (S 3lme slasile
Jsm a5 IS (655 50 dIs ol ok W 250 5, w3l s
oebas LS ojls 13 elarl olazel o 5 U sse
S Lo 503300 o (s sp D soas | bl L sa G les
(18) kS o s 5

52 Ol 055258 S8 oo 4 (VF40) 5 S s 5 (S
G gl sy (o3l Ol Ll it 51 L 4l
e ML Gl ) g a &1l s oS sls 0L Wl
oslizal 3 slize S (glags stz 51 (L 5 "0LS" sl
e 5 ate eealie JUET 6l SIS0 L L bS5 el
Glac sl & S o aul G ) laaly ol ad, IS &
(16) 555 g0 plosil deasin S by s olle 5 S5
5 s Ll sl Ol s 4 (V) sslslas
2ol Sl s am s Ol (Madlin s 2 L BLSSI s (2ol
OLES hass opl gl wostls y OIS 3 ey 58 5 S0, (gl
Lokl o polew dolie 5 Conls s a5 L ladiles; a5 51
b S Sk Ole 5 S (o i bt slallaxiS
L OS5 pimman 201 i abaly L) Ol il
A7) 3,138 Chlbs 5 gslize b Ll e oo sline ol

PRI b S,

3 Haditaghi

058k 5 ases Slalaml eSS sl e e s
(8) W38 o il Ml Jals, 5 dss slacaln
ObeaiS i 25l s 4 (YY) Y50 5 Kl
ety Gl ol o (6l py (Lol L) 185l Ll
pealie 038 505 bl OlaziS @ 5 S 5l Ol mlo
o3l (il Sl g S o Slbl Sk laley
5 el 4l oy Ml Lol slaardle 4 o3 g 0l 4 S
OLesiS & i oS 55 0L Rasy ol cain 5 WY gl
et S p ek 527 ol et bl a b el
Jol gz s pde 5351 0wl b 1) e Gl ot LB
ey Malli ol Slaedsly b 55 1y (GlodiS oS
(20) 35l -

5OV Skt ey Ol 5 ) 4 (TOA) T S
S Ol el SLIBE 5 laelyl s Olpe 4 4bse
it GO oS ol 0L S sy eSS
ok 42318 Ol (s3lal ladyT b 51 4 SIS pernS5le
3 S o AST sliS e ol G5 0 Sl el
Slos, S el T tass cpl @ 5 ISY gl
WS a My (5t el (3Ll JL le 4 S5 5
s oedomn S 4 ) s b g bl 5 Sl ol
SFGme b Ol mon 5 s o el Sl sl ) LSS
(21) &S oy 1y amale bl 5 LS55 oS 5,000 540
el 4 s S 5 Ol iy s (YY) O 57 ilis
AR (e e (8l 4 4 L e 5 MSY SleziS
= s 1S3 s aas o5 S G b 51 OleaiS andllas (o)
S G bl gl B8 B 5 S, ol oS 0l LGS
Sl 53 3l o Kb s 51 Ol sy faade anlllas
03 S Gl 458 48 sl Ol ash cpl bge 5 SN

! Stengel & Nabers
2 Jacobs



VFeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 098 (qwild Oledl § b)) dusmis™ 4y i3

5 okl Ol s has 5l S b el tas
— LS oL oleisl a1 w b ge s SN (g kb gl
Sl 4 i opl el ath sl aslyss s V4
53 edd pime Jll Sl s b Sl sy glaasl
(S5 sladls CaiS (Lol Ous il e asliss ol
S bl s Soese sla)S a5l 5 Sl glacenS
4 das o 0L ol plal (gl s ot VA= 555 Jas
il SlazsS Gl 5l aal Go b 5l Joslulr aslss, €658
GoSaen b oo palie 5 basl s, 5l ol (g forie «
53 S SUsesa |y ol Ol Sl o3 S 5N 5 s
Jelos Jool SV she JB L3 ey glaasly (n S caolsl
Dgd e &l age 5 ASY OlexsS

SEls SAderani N 0

Laio s Sl glagsland 5l (S GBSl (Sudees
(S gleelly sl eslizal aol b @ olaiS s s S
o Ll Ll slaculy, ol 5 el o)y S5 L sl
b odase Ol odns b ooty S 4 SO cpl )l
5 eSS a5 IS Gleesle | Cundly sla Sy
WY (5 sl s s &l sdaey Sle s e 5l Kan
ladls lae s sl Ol GBSl (Sadrans wise
by OleattS oy p 5 el SleaiS Jgesa sl 5 55kl
Glos a8 IS 4 SO pl DA-ss by skl
Ly S oS aen Ol o S e Sl oy Calyy U ol el
s Ll Sl gl s ple 5 AS B
"Vaccination key to preventing dlis s I\ 4 ges
P2 e YY) b s el <xwspread of COVID"
T sdal i Lslolr asljs, ¥ oasmino

"Imported COVID-19 infections, sporadic local
outbreaks and constant virus mutations have all

Ol o g, 5leslinal by A4S 3 Soss b ol i3
w by Ll e a whge 5 S gl Ll (galid]
3550 ol bl gl e sl welsy, 5o V- S
5 SSPS) LB Ll sloSET s O C B s w
OleziS 4 i sl (g, 0Lzl 5 sl 5o Olgy Glas
I3 (555 o JIs gy i 33 sapalio 8151 L ai50 5 SSY
SFLE G 5 6B ol (il s Gesr sl
PUPE U S U LV Ry W Ry o
53040555 b das e el iz Ll Jels tass ol (b
LYY wsill Gl ol Lo slulr 0L Sl asliss)
llae & 55 b 5 diadida oy 3 oS Sl ToYY Ll
wmdo 53 LIl VA= 58 ¢ 550 b i O35 b2 0 O
Sl o 5 Sl g s by el e b o
a3y SS S sl 5 daesls LS))TC“-? Sl Aot
Fobe (JoS e e Gl s el eslinad sy
5 3550l ka5 Lt s i) b SO
5 O Gees il Jels esls s al b la S 13
Sl 03 g5 b g0 5 IS (g L 2 lie Sl obui.w‘b..).lﬁr% S
Jls osls 5 e sladls alebs 4 wnls ol s
S5o5n 5 Sl AT b e s Sl sy fade
(S5l (St emens Aol JlaxiS lag 512l 5 0l axtls
DB ey axg syse b3l SAE0EEl 5 sl Olle
23l (S8 Gros 5 535 s Ol B, cpl il S
wlisy 53 V4SS aen b ki calie 5 Lol
2 1 OletiS (pl 55 e Sl 5 (s oo 052 5 Joslolr

.)jl...udn

uﬁ'A}}: 6\.&4)’5\4 9 @\b

1CDA



1FeF Jbo (polez ool (Paw 0398 ¢ ow i Dladl 9 Ol dusmis™ 4y pld

0> sk e BokST 5 2B L ) e e Olse
Ciog (o) "stable” o St coxsy S -
5345 S ol ol 0 ST (SO s ol 5
55 dls il )l Julss 4 Il b S O
ShIS epgie cghs 2 8 cpl G Jelpe a4 e s
S s iy Anl 4 oS el e s WY 4 i s S
3l o,lal Mg 05T b ples o b
"UN calls for efforts to aid Africa's Jlis ;s 1Y & g
Jsl amis 53 VoY) e V) 2l s od izegrowth™

FCIU P RS N CH PPV L

"After a high-level meeting hosted by China, the
United Nations Security Council has spoken in one
voice, urging the international community to give
Africa equitable access to COVID-19 vaccines and
medical supplies.”

NS 2 e Sl S ai, Jle centd Sl " e
Sl s el e o SO L dmie e Olela ol (gl 5
b oVsle s W3l 0 U ol aral gt Ml anels
Ml S Sl 58-S sla ST
Shbe 5l eslil s G5l Sahdean e opl o
5 (S e o S L)'spoken in one voice"
Cole ool 0Ll (N5l zws)"equitable access™
glozl 48 el 03 25 e &S"spoken in one voice"
Jlazl & o lal O cdas o OLES |y ol (gl 58 55 LS
wsle pllsd slael Ole 5 &glane b e ol Jlad 3 g
i gla,5iS Ole Il clds! 5wl glbs Sy
JolS plal G5l ppmas 5 2,8 e 0 ksl |y el (sl 5
(S35 S Admans g5 nl b 5 ISV e 5ldas oo 1
Ly 3y S e 5O o O 3 &S el "Ssein s S

ahigh-a oLl b as B xe Jlexr plaxl S o, Olse 4

2 sporadic

threatened to disrupt China's stable epidemic
control situation, experts said on Thursday, urging
the public to get vaccinated as soon as possible
while also abiding by personal hygiene measures."
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"...experts said on Thursday, urging the public to
get vaccinated as soon as possible while also
abiding by personal hygiene measures."
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"A report recently published by an independent
panel of experts who reviewed the global response
to the COVID-19 pandemic has pinpointed
equitable and widespread distribution of vaccines,
along with the consistent rollout of regular disease
control measures, as the linchpin to ending the

pandemic.”
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"Preliminary research shows that China's COVID-
19 vaccines currently in use can provide protection
against new variants first detected in India to a
certain extent, said Shao Yiming, a researcher from
the Chinese Center for Disease Control and
Prevention.

During an earlier interview, he had already
confirmed the efficacy of domestic vaccines
against variants from South Africa, the United
Kingdom and Brazil.

...experts said on Thursday, urging the public to get
vaccinated as soon as possible while also abiding
by personal hygiene measures.

Medical experts are urging the public to get
vaccinated as soon as possible and to abide by
personal hygiene measures."
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"It's no secret that American leaders are obsessed
with demonizing China, but slandering China for
its role in global issues such as the fight against
climate change and COVID-19 betrays the United
States' promise to strengthen multilateral
cooperation and instead undermine global
solidarity.

Unfortunately, US President Joe Biden did that
again when he announced on Monday that
Washington will share another 20 million novel
coronavirus vaccine doses in addition to the 60
million AstraZeneca doses it had pledged earlier.
It was good to see the Biden administration finally
deciding to halt its vaccine nationalism in the face
of growing pressure at home and abroad."
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
In the contemporary age of global crises, the

role of media has gone far beyond simple
news dissemination and evolved into a crucial
instrument of discourse formation and
ideological reproduction. As discourse
analysis examines the hidden relationships
between power, ideology, and meaning
embedded in texts (1), its application to media
texts becomes essential for understanding
how social realities are linguistically
constructed (2). During the COVID-19
pandemic, the news media operated not
merely as transmitters of information but as
arenas of symbolic struggle, where competing
narratives attempted to define the crisis and
assign responsibilities (3). The discursive
framing of the pandemic differed across
national and ideological lines, revealing the
politics of representation that underlie
journalistic discourse (4). In this context,
China’s media, particularly China Daily, played
a central role in articulating the national and
global narratives surrounding COVID-19.
Although prior studies have examined
Western representations of the pandemic, few
have explored how Chinese media, grounded
in distinct political and cultural structures,
constructed its version of the crisis through the
theoretical lens of Laclau and Mouffe (5).

Since China was the initial epicenter of the
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outbreak (6), examining its mediated self-
representation provides a unique window into
the dynamics of discursive hegemony. The
current research thus seeks to analyze China
Daily’s COVID-19 coverage through Laclau
and Mouffe’s discourse theory to identify the
nodal points, floating signifiers, and
hegemonic articulations that define China’s
mediated self-presentation. As the pandemic
reshaped human life worldwide (7, 8),
understanding how language and power
operated within Chinese media became
crucial for decoding how the crisis was
domesticated, moralized, and politicized (9-
11).
Laclau and Mouffe’s  post-structuralist
discourse theory provides an analytic
framework that conceptualizes meaning as a
contingent product of articulation among signs
rather than a fixed reflection of reality (12).
Central to this framework are the notions of
“articulation,” “floating signifiers,” “nodal
points,” and “hegemony,” through which
discourses attempt to temporarily stabilize
meaning (13). In media studies, these
concepts illuminate how particular linguistic
and rhetorical strategies naturalize ideological
positions (14). From this perspective, China
Daily’s COVID-19 coverage can be interpreted
as an ongoing attempt to construct a

hegemonic discourse that privileges certain
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interpretations of the pandemic while
marginalizing others. As an English-language
outlet representing the Chinese government’s
international image (15), China Daily functions
as a discursive actor that projects China’s
identity to a global audience. It constructs
equivalence  chains  linking  “scientific
achievement,” “effective governance,” and
“global solidarity” to the signifier “China,” while
opposing it to signifiers associated with the
United States and Western media. The study
applies the theoretical tools of Laclau and
Mouffe (5) to trace these articulations and to
identify how linguistic  choices—lexical
generalization, rhetorical appeals, and lexical
overuse—serve as mechanisms for discursive
stabilization. By identifying the interplay
between nodal points (“China’s effective
actions,” “China’s global leadership”) and
floating signifiers (“success,” “stability,”
“justice”), the research reveals how hegemony
operates linguistically in the Chinese media
context (8, 16, 18).

The literature review situates the study within
a growing body of cross-national research on
COVID-19 media discourse. Nindi (1)
demonstrated how The New York Times and
China Daily employ divergent lexical and
syntactic patterns that reflect distinct
ideological standpoints. Mu (2) identified
ambivalence in Western reporting, where
China’s

simultaneously praised and problematized.

containment efforts were

Similarly, Mai (15) revealed that The New York

Times and China Daily mobilized contrasting

visual and linguistic resources across three
pandemic  stages, producing  shifting
ideological effects. In social-media spaces,
Catalano (8) observed counter-discourses on
Weibo that contested the “Chinese virus” label,
exposing online resistance to Western
racialized narratives. Within theoretical
studies, Stengel (20) and Jacobs (21)
advanced post-structuralist discourse analysis
as a viable method for understanding
international politics, while Haditaghi (14)
combined network theory with discourse
analysis to algorithmically map articulation
processes. Complementary Iranian works (17,
18) confirmed that media discourse, whether
domestic or global, actively constructs
collective anxieties and shapes perceptions of
legitimacy. Together, these studies
underscore that media discourse functions as
a site of ideological contestation where
meaning is continually negotiated. Building on
this foundation, the present study extends
discourse-theoretical inquiry by focusing
explicitly on China Daily’s representation of
COVID-19 as an exercise in hegemonic
meaning-making.

Methodologically, the study adopts a
qualitative critical discourse analysis (CDA)
approach grounded in Laclau and Mouffe’s
conceptual framework. The corpus comprises
COVID-19 reports
published in China Daily between January
2020 and December 2021, selected

English-language

purposively based on relevance, prominence,

and temporal variety. Textual data—including
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headlines, leads, accompanying images, and
paratextual elements—were subjected to
intensive reading and coded thematically
according to the categories of nodal points,
floating signifiers, and articulatory chains. The
analysis proceeded in three main stages: (1)
identifying  recurring lexical items and
rhetorical structures; (2) mapping articulations
that linked these signs into coherent
equivalence chains; and (3) interpreting the
resulting configurations through the lens of
hegemony, othering, and boundary
construction. Special attention was given to
the discursive  strategies of lexical
generalization, rhetorical address, and lexical
overuse, each revealing distinct facets of
ideological work. Lexical generalization refers
to the use of broad, abstract expressions that
condense complex realities into simplified
narratives—thereby  naturalizing  certain

political meanings. Rhetorical address
captures persuasive structures that construct
subject positions and invite audience
alignment with the preferred discourse. Lexical
overuse denotes the repetitive deployment of
selected terms to amplify salience and
suppress alternative interpretations. Through
triangulating these linguistic strategies, the
study elucidates how China Daily established
coherence and legitimacy for China’s
pandemic narrative (13, 19).

The findings demonstrate that China Daily
systematically articulated COVID-19 within a
binary discursive structure that juxtaposes

“‘domestic stability” against “external threats.”

Under the first strategy, lexical generalization
framed China’'s pandemic management as
universally successful and inherently stable.
Phrases such as “China’s stable epidemic
control situation” erased local variations and
projected an image of national unity and
efficiency. This generalization normalized the
notion that stability was a natural outcome of
governmental competence, thereby silencing
internal contestation. The second strategy,
rhetorical address, mobilized appeals to
authority and urgency, as seen in repeated
imperatives urging citizens to vaccinate “as
soon as possible.” By citing “experts” and
‘independent panels,” the newspaper invoked
technocratic authority to depoliticize state
actions, turning political decisions into
scientifically neutral necessities. Through such
interpellation, audiences were positioned as
responsible citizens rather than critical
observers. The third strategy, lexical overuse,
entailed the repetitive invocation of positive

[T ” o«

signifiers (“vaccine,” “protection,” “efficacy”)
linked to China and negative signifiers
(“obsessed,” “demonizing,” “betrays”) linked to
the United States. This polarized repetition
constructed an antagonistic frontier: China as
the rational, ethical, and cooperative actor
versus the United States as irrational and
hostile. The result was a dual process of
hegemonic consolidation—affirming China’s
internal legitimacy while discrediting external
criticism. These strategies collectively
stabilized the floating signifiers of “success,”

“justice,” and “leadership” around the nodal



1FoF Jbo polez 0 lod (Paw 0398 ((w il Ol § b dad 4 i

points “China’s effective actions” and “China’s
global leadership.”

From a theoretical standpoint, the analysis
reveals how China Daily operationalizes
Laclau and Mouffe’s mechanisms of
Through
linking, the

hegemony and  articulation.

continuous  equivalential
newspaper wove disparate elements—
scientific success, social discipline,
international solidarity—into a unified narrative
that privileges China’s role in the global order.
By portraying Western  governments,
especially the United States, as inconsistent or
self-serving, it constructed an antagonistic
‘other” against which China’s moral and
political identity was affirmed. This dynamic of
othering aligns with the process of boundary-
making that Laclau and Mouffe describe as
constitutive of all discourses (18). The
reiteration of China as both victim of Western
slander and benefactor of global justice
effectively merges nationalist and
cosmopolitan rhetorics. Hence, China Daily’s
discourse performs a dual function:
domestically reinforcing state legitimacy
through narratives of competence and
internationally asserting China’s right to
leadership through narratives of benevolence.
In doing so, it exemplifies how a state-aligned
medium can achieve discursive hegemony not
by coercion but by the strategic orchestration
of linguistic signs (14, 15).

In conclusion, this study underscores that
media discourse during global crises functions

as an arena where political identities and

moral hierarchies are discursively produced.
Through critical discourse analysis of China
Daily’s COVID-19 coverage within Laclau and
Mouffe’s theoretical framework, the research
demonstrates that linguistic strategies such as
lexical generalization, rhetorical address, and
lexical overuse serve as mechanisms of
ideological articulation. These strategies
allowed China Daily to construct a hegemonic
narrative centered on China's effective
domestic management and global leadership,
simultaneously  marginalizing  alternative
interpretations. The articulation of stability,
expertise, and justice around China’s identity
not only reinforced national pride but also
legitimized governmental policies and
projected soft power to international
audiences. Ultimately, the study reveals that
the pandemic discourse in China Daily was not
a neutral account of events but a structured
ideological project aimed at consolidating

China’s global narrative authority.
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