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The Sense of Vision and Its Categories in Persian Language Based on Cultural Linguistics
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Abstract

The analytical tool of cultural linguistics is conceptualization, one of whose components is categorization. The subject of this study is the
categorization of the sense of vision in Persian, based on the cultural linguistics perspective of Sharifian (2012). The categories of vision
are formed within the framework of various concepts such as thought, worldview, and aspiration. According to him, the model of studying
emotions can be applied to investigate concepts related to the senses. The purpose of this study is to demonstrate the concepts of categories
employed in vision and their multiple conceptualizations. Accordingly, the identification and understanding of speakers’ culture are
achieved through the cultural categories of vision. Data obtained from several fictional works have been examined in terms of similarities
and differences in conceptualizations. The findings of this study indicate that the cultural understanding of the categories of vision and
their conceptualizations reflects their wide-ranging applications in scientific contexts and in everyday language. This implies that language

is a reflection of sensory experiences and the cultural worldview of its speakers.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study of vision and its conceptual

categories in Persian language within the
framework of cultural linguistics demonstrates
how language reflects not only sensory
experiences but also the broader worldview of
its speakers. Cultural linguistics, as theorized
by Sharifian, emphasizes that categorization is
inherently cultural, as it organizes human
experience into meaningful units informed by
collective knowledge and tradition (1). In the
Persian context, vision and related lexical
fields embody a wide range of
conceptualizations  extending from the
concrete—such as the physical eye or sight—
to abstract meanings, including hope,
imagination, and aspiration. Scholars have
already noted the cultural underpinnings of
categorization, as seen in research on

synesthesia in Persian literary texts (3),
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polysemy in sensory verbs like "hearing" (2),
or the examination of radial categories related
to bodily organs (4). These inquiries reveal that
sensory verbs and categories are not confined
to mere physical functions but carry symbolic,
cognitive, and cultural weight. Furthermore,
conceptual metaphors linking vision with
thought, knowledge, or imagination attest to
the cultural embedding of perception in
Persian language and literature. Such
metaphors often recur in literary traditions and
everyday speech, underlining the deep-seated
interaction between language, cognition, and
culture.

In addition to Persian scholarship, global
research has reinforced the significance of
categorization as a cognitive-linguistic
process. Rosch’s groundbreaking work in the

1970s introduced the notion of basic-level
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categories, which form the first level of
abstraction in human cognition and serve as
the foundation of conceptual structures (11).
Subsequent contributions by Corter and
colleagues underscored the predictive and
information-rich function of these categories
(12), while Gyéri highlighted their centrality in
linking language to everyday experiences (14).
Hardin’s exploration of color perception
pointed to the intricate interplay between
sensory mechanisms and cross-cultural
categorization of color terms (13). More
recently, Xu and collaborators illustrated the
crucial role of culture in shaping social
categorization and inductive reasoning across
developmental stages in different societies
(15). These cross-cultural findings provide a
comparative backdrop for understanding
Persian  conceptualizations  of  vision,
underscoring that while categorization
emerges as a universal cognitive capacity, its
realization is always mediated by cultural
frameworks and linguistic traditions. Thus, the
Persian case of vision-related categories
exemplifies both universal tendencies of
human cognition and culturally specific
patterns of meaning construction.

Persian studies have produced insightful
examinations of categorization beyond vision,
particularly in domains such as time, smell,
instance,

and food. For Rezanejad

Ramhormozi analyzed temporal
categorization in Persian through object-based
and location-based metaphors, demonstrating

how abstract notions of time are anchored in

tangible metaphors (5). Similarly, Gandomkar
investigated whether Persian speakers
categorize primarily through thematic or
taxonomic relations, finding that Persian, akin
to other Asian cultures, often emphasizes
thematic associations, reflecting a culturally
influenced mode of thought (6). Comparative
work on olfactory conceptualizations in
Persian and Russian showed that positive
smells are linked with joy, love, and peace,
while negative smells correlate with sadness,
hatred, and illness (7). Fayyazi’s analysis of
food categorization among Gilak speakers
revealed how staple foods like rice not only
function as dietary elements but also serve as
identity markers, distinguishing social groups
and reinforcing ethnic belonging (8).
Collectively, these studies emphasize the
cultural embeddedness of categorization and
suggest that vision-related categories, too,
must be understood as cultural constructs
shaped by historical, social, and symbolic
dimensions of Persian linguistic practice.

Moreover, the recurrent use of vision-related

words such as "eye," "gaze," "imagination,"
and "dream" in Persian narratives illustrates
how perceptual categories are stretched
metaphorically to encompass domains of
thought, morality, and emotion.

From a theoretical perspective, Sharifian’s
model of cultural conceptualization provides a
robust framework for analyzing vision-related
categories. He posits that categorization is a
process of grouping discrete entities into

meaningful clusters that reflect cultural
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knowledge (1, 16). Cultural categories may
refer to objects, events, social roles, or
abstract concepts, and they are acquired
through cultural participation and linguistic
exposure. Johnson’s work further underscores
that categorization represents the structuring
of human experience into cognitive patterns,
shaping how we perceive and interpret reality
(17). Lakoff's prototype theory, building on
Rosch’s foundations, argued that categories
are not defined by necessary and sufficient
conditions but by prototypical members that
embody the central features of a category (18).
This framework allows for graded membership
and peripheral extensions, capturing the
flexible and dynamic nature of categorization.
Kovecses’ exploration of emotions and
sensory perception adds another layer,
highlighting their interconnectedness and
suggesting that emotions can be understood
as extensions of sensory experience (19).
Together, these theoretical perspectives
converge on the idea that categorization, far
from being a neutral cognitive process, is a
deeply cultural phenomenon that manifests
vividly in linguistic expressions of vision in
Persian.

Methodologically, the study of vision-related
categories in Persian relies on descriptive and
analytical examination of both lexicographic
resources and literary texts. Dictionaries such
as those by Moin, Dehkhoda, Amid, and others

have been employed to identify key vision-

related terms, including ‘"eye," "gaze,"

"imagination," "dream," and "observation" (20-

23). Literary works by authors like Nader
Ebrahimi, Zoya Pirzad, Mandana Jafari, Rafi
Eftekhar, and Mehdi Gholinezhad Malekshah
provide narrative contexts in which these
terms acquire nuanced conceptualizations.
For instance, "eye" may symbolize wonder,
hope, or imagination, depending on the
narrative setting, while "gaze" may represent
affection, disapproval, or curiosity. The
methodological focus on both positive and
negative contextualizations—such as "gaze of
gratitude" versus ‘"gaze of disdain"—
underscores how cultural and social
dimensions shape semantic extensions. By
anchoring the analysis in authentic texts, the
study illustrates how abstract
conceptualizations are grounded in everyday
language use, allowing for an enriched
understanding of cultural categorization.
These findings contribute to a growing body of
literature that demonstrates how cultural
linguistics can systematically reveal the
interplay between sensory experience,
language, and cultural worldview.

The findings reveal several recurrent
conceptualizations: vision as curiosity, vision
as imagination, vision as aspiration, vision as
moral guidance, and vision as social
evaluation. Expressions such as "eye of the
heart" signify the ability to perceive beauty
beyond the physical realm, while "eye of hope"
captures the aspirational dimensions of vision.
Similarly, "penetrating gaze" may indicate
curiosity or scrutiny, whereas "bitter gaze"

connotes disapproval or hostility. Dreams and
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imagination, expressed through terms like
"ro’'ya" and "khiyal," extend vision into the
mental domain, linking sensory perception
with  thought,
Importantly, the study highlights that Persian

creativity, and desire.

conceptualizations of vision are evenly
distributed across positive and negative
semantic domains, suggesting a balanced
cultural view that acknowledges both the
empowering and limiting aspects of sight.
Moreover, the analysis reveals that some
terms, particularly "eye," exhibit a broader
diversity of conceptualizations compared to
others, reflecting their centrality in Persian
cultural and linguistic systems. These findings
illustrate that vision-related categories in
Persian function not merely as descriptors of
physical perception but as symbolic carriers of
cultural values, social judgments, and
existential aspirations.

In  conclusion, this study affirms that
categorization of vision in Persian exemplifies
the intricate ways in which language,
cognition, and culture intersect. By drawing on
cultural linguistics and prototype theory, and
by grounding the analysis in authentic Persian
texts, it demonstrates how sensory
experiences are reinterpreted through cultural
frameworks into a range of abstract meanings.
Vision in Persian is not only about physical
perception but also about imagination,
morality, identity, and aspiration. The cultural
conceptualizations of vision underscore the
role of language as both a mirror of lived

experience and a medium for constructing

cultural reality. The balanced presence of
positive and negative conceptualizations
further reflects the complexity of human
perception as mediated by cultural norms.
Ultimately, the study contributes to a deeper
understanding of how cultural categories are
formed and maintained in language, while also

showing that the Persian linguistic

worldview—through its rich conceptualizations
of vision—offers valuable insights into the

broader dynamics of cultural cognition.
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