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Abstract

This study, with a scientific and critical approach, analyzes various types of deviations from norms present in the masnavis of Mantiq al-
Tayr, Ilahi-Nama, Musibat-Nama, and Asrar-Nama, and examines both the quantity and quality of their application. Literature, as a
linguistic art, plays a significant role in capturing the attention of'its audience. The aim of this research is to investigate linguistic deviations
from norms in the masnavis of Attar of Nishapur. Literary language is shaped through deviation from the ordinary norms of language, and
such linguistic deviations can contribute to enhancing the impact of literature. Although the concept of deviation from norms is a relatively
modern discussion within the Formalist school, the essence of literature has always been intertwined with such linguistic deviations. In
this context, Attar of Nishapur, by employing different forms of semantic, syntactic, and phonological deviations, has succeeded in
foregrounding and enhancing the literariness of his poetry. Semantic deviation includes the creation of poetic images through simile,
metaphor, personification, and metonymy, which bestow a poetic quality upon the poet’s language. Furthermore, due to the necessity of
meter and musicality, Attar resorts to syntactic deviations, and for the sake of defamiliarization and creating strangeness in expression, he
employs phonological deviations. The use of archaic and obsolete vocabulary is also a prominent feature of his poetry. Although dialectal

deviation is less pronounced in his works, words from the Nishapuri dialect and other dialects of Khorasan are evident in his poetry.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The study at hand explores the multifaceted

phenomenon of deviation from linguistic
norms, in the masnavis of Attar of Nishapur,
specifically Mantiq al-Tayr, llahi-Nama,
Musibat-Nama, and  Asrar-Nama. The
theoretical foundation of this research is
deeply anchored in the principles of Russian
Formalism, a literary school that emerged
between 1915 and 1917 under the influence of
Viktor Shklovsky, and later expanded by
figures such as Mukarovsky, Tomashevsky,
Mayakovsky, Jakobson, and Tynianov (1, 2).
Formalists emphasized the centrality of form
and structure in literature, arguing that
literature exists as a unique usage of language
that breaks away from conventional norms.
This deviation, in their view, constituted the
very essence of literariness, a process
described as a kind of “resurrection of words”
(3)- Among the strategies identified by the
Formalists, defamiliarization—or the act of
making the familiar appear strange—was
pivotal in capturing the reader’s attention, as it

2R S ol 5l las sl 3 )8 5 olee ad 4 o
N U L B N = I Y=g
gl 5 s (S Olse w GUS ST (men
OB 315 5l sl s o oalin s 55w sllas 23 55 (532 S olis
e 038 aslinl (g (IS st ol ST 5
52,0808 Sl slagsie 5o SB35 S Sl
035 oy Sl F 5 Goplis o OB Sl les s
el Ul g Sl s 085l o Lol sl
4 hled o pasea Oele S Wil sl iaees
interrupts habitual perception and compels
deeper cognitive engagement (4-6). Within
this  framework, literary language is
constructed not through standardized forms
but through intentional manipulations that
foreground stylistic artistry (7). In Persian
literary tradition, particularly in classical poetry,
deviation from norms has been a longstanding
technique to achieve poetic distinctiveness (8,
9), and Attar emerges as a quintessential
practitioner, skillfully employing semantic,
syntactic, and phonological deviations that
confer upon his works both poetic beauty and
spiritual resonance (4, 10).

Methodologically, this research adopts a
library-based approach, relying on systematic
examination of prior scholarly works on
Formalism, defamiliarization, and norm
deviation in Persian classical and modern
poetry. The method involves extracting textual
evidence from Attar's masnavis and analyzing
them against the theoretical frameworks
provided by the Formalist school and Persian

rhetorical traditions. The study categorizes
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Attar’'s norm deviations into semantic,
syntactic, phonological, lexical, and dialectal,
thus covering both the microstructural and
macrostructural levels of poetic construction.
The syntactic deviations identified include the
displacement of compound verb components,
inversion of word order, precedence of verbs
over objects or complements, and delay of
subjects or adverbials, all of which disrupt the
expected grammatical order to foreground
poetic rhythm and meaning. For instance,
Shafiei Kadkani has underscored how
syntactic flexibility and variety constitute
crucial features that distinguish poetic
discourse from ordinary language (4), while
Jakobson had earlier identified disruption of
word order as a core function of poetic
language (11). At the semantic level, Attar
frequently employs similes, metaphors,
personifications, and paradoxes, with similes
forming the backbone of his imagery,
especially in  Mantiq al-Tayr, where
comparisons are predominantly
straightforward and accessible (12-14).
Metaphors, while less frequent, reflect both the
stylistic influences of the Khorasani tradition
and Attar’s mystical worldview, functioning as
condensed forms of similes that assert identity
rather than similarity (1, 5, 15). His use of
archaic words, dialectal expressions from
Nishapur, and rare local terms further
enhances the sense of defamiliarization,
though lexical and dialectal deviations remain
less frequent compared to syntactic and

semantic strategies (21-23).

In  Mantiq al-Tayr, syntactic deviations
dominate as Attar manipulates grammatical
order to align with the constraints of meter and
rhyme. Examples include  separating
components of compound verbs, displacing
adjectives and nouns, or introducing verb-
subject inversions that violate standard
Persian syntax. Such disruptions enhance the
poetic quality by drawing attention to form and
musicality. Phonological deviations—such as
elision,  assimilation,  prolongation, or
intensification—also serve to preserve rhythm,
producing what Aristotle had long described as
necessary modifications to avoid banality (10,
18, 19). Among these, elision and assimilation
occur with high frequency, while processes
like strengthening or delay of consonants
appear less often. At the semantic level,
similes constitute the core, ranging from
sensory comparisons such as likening the sky
to a tent without poles, to mystical analogies
where the body becomes a snhare and the soul
a bird trapped within it. Similes involving lovers
and beloveds, derived from the Persian ghazal
tradition, also populate his verses, reflecting
the literary heritage available to him. While
Attar’'s metaphors are often rooted in mystical
allegories—e.g., likening the self to a pig or
dog—his similes tend to be more
straightforward, ensuring accessibility for a
wider audience. This balance aligns with the
mystic poet’s mission to communicate
profound truths without overburdening his

audience with excessive complexity (16, 17).
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The Musibat-Nama demonstrates  both
continuity and variation in Attar’s strategies.
Syntactic deviations again feature
prominently, particularly in the manipulation of
compound verbs and inversion of sentence
components. These deviations, however, are
more explicitly tied to the musical qualities of
the verse, as the masnavi’'s thematic focus on
suffering and mystical tribulation demands an
intensified rhythmic structure. Semantic
deviations appear in the form of metaphors
and similes that blend mystical concepts with
concrete imagery, such as the association of
the soul with the phoenix or the beloved’s
eyelashes with spears. Attar's use of ghazal-
inspired imagery remains evident here,
testifying to the intertextual continuity between
mystical masnavis and the Persian lyrical
tradition. His employment of mystical
metaphors, such as the world depicted as a
demonic lair or the self as a ravenous beast,
underscores his didactic aim to caution
readers against attachment to worldly desires
(1, 15). Phonological deviations remain
consistent with those in Mantiq al-Tayr, as
constraints of rhyme and meter necessitate
elisions, assimilations, and occasional
additions, although such instances are not as
abundant. Dialectal deviations are rare,
though Attar does insert specific Nishapuri
forms, aligning his poetic identity with his
geographic and cultural context (23).

In both [llahi-Nama and Asrar-Nama, the
strategies of norm deviation continue, though
with notable shifts in emphasis. In llahi-Nama,

the religious and moralizing themes guide
Attar toward a balance between semantic and
syntactic  deviations. His similes are
predominantly allegorical, intended to clarify
spiritual teachings, while syntactic
manipulations serve to foreground moral
imperatives. In Asrar-Nama, the mystical
intensity is heightened, and metaphors drawn
from Sufi cosmology become central. Lexical
and dialectal deviations are slightly more
visible in these works, with words from the
Khorasani dialect occasionally surfacing, a
reminder of the poet’s rootedness in a specific
linguistic milieu. As noted by scholars of
Persian linguistics, the insertion of dialectal
words provides an intimate sense of place and
authenticity, even when it deviates from the
literary norm (21, 22). The semantic deviations
in these texts serve not merely aesthetic
purposes but also performative ones, as they
guide readers into adopting new perspectives
on mystical concepts, often achieved by
merging the abstract with the concrete through
analogy and metaphor. Moreover, the lexical
neologisms and compound formations Attar
occasionally invents, while less frequent than
in poets like Khaqgani, nevertheless contribute
to the overall uniqueness of his poetic
language (19, 24, 25).

Overall, the findings indicate that Attar’s use of
deviation from linguistic norms is neither
random nor ornamental, but rather a deliberate
artistic and spiritual strategy. His syntactic
deviations function to meet the demands of
poetic rhythm while simultaneously producing
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defamiliarization. His semantic deviations—
especially similes and metaphors—enable him
to balance accessibility with depth, offering
readers both the immediacy of recognizable
imagery and the profundity of mystical
allegory. His phonological manipulations,
while driven by metrical necessity, also
enhance the musicality of his verse, creating a
harmony that complements the thematic
content. Lexical and dialectal deviations,
although less frequent, provide cultural and
geographical markers that ground his poetry in
a specific historical-linguistic context. Through
these techniques, Attar effectively embodies
the Formalist conception of literature as a
transformation of ordinary language into a
heightened artistic medium, a medium capable
of arresting perception and facilitating spiritual
reflection. The study contributes not only to the
understanding of Attar’s poetic artistry but also
to broader discussions on the role of linguistic
deviation in shaping the literariness of Persian
poetry across historical periods.

In conclusion, this research highlights that
Attar's poetics are inseparable from his
mastery of linguistic deviation. His masnavis
reveal how intentional manipulations of
language—syntactic shifts, semantic
creativity, phonological play, and occasional
lexical innovations—serve both aesthetic and
mystical functions. By breaking from normative
linguistic expectations, Attar creates a space
where poetic form and spiritual content
converge, enabling readers to encounter the

world anew. The implications of this study

extend beyond literary analysis, inviting
reconsideration of how defamiliarization, as
theorized by Formalists, finds unique
expression in the Persian mystical tradition.
This fusion of form, language, and spiritual
meaning ensures Attar's lasting relevance,
situating him as both an inheritor of earlier
poetic traditions and a pioneer of linguistic

innovation.
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