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Abstract

This study presents a comparative analysis of the content imagery of Palestine in the poetry of Iranian and Iraqi poets, aiming to explore
how this issue is represented within two distinct literary traditions. The significance of this topic lies in the fact that Palestine, as one of
the most prominent symbols of resistance, freedom, and justice in the Islamic world, has been extensively reflected in contemporary
literature. The theoretical framework is grounded in comparative literature studies, particularly the American school, and its connection
with the discourse of resistance and literature of steadfastness. Findings indicate that Persian poetry primarily emphasizes the mystical—
value dimensions, the sanctity of struggle, and its linkage to Ashura culture, using symbolic language and religious references to portray
Palestine as the scene of the triumph of truth over falsehood. In contrast, Iraqi poetry adopts a more realistic and tangible approach, directly
narrating suffering, exile, destruction, alongside themes of resistance and hope for liberation. The comparative analysis reveals that, despite
stylistic and semantic differences, both traditions show substantial overlap in core concepts such as resistance, oppression, martyrdom,
and freedom, ultimately serving to reinforce a shared discourse of steadfastness across the region. The overall conclusion suggests that
contemporary Iranian and Iraqi literature, despite differing representational approaches, play complementary roles in shaping the cultural
and political image of Palestine and hold significant potential for fostering solidarity and cultural dialogue.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The question of Palestine has occupied a
central place in the political, cultural, and
literary imagination of the modern Middle East,
particularly within the literary traditions of Iran
and Iraq, where it is often viewed as a shared
historical, religious, and ethical cause. The
Palestine in

symbolic  resonance  of

contemporary  poetry has transcended
geographical boundaries, representing not
only a site of political struggle but also an
emblem of justice, steadfastness, and human
dignity (2, 16). In Persian poetry, this theme is
often interwoven with Islamic revolutionary
ideals, mystical symbolism, and historical

narratives rooted in the cultural memory of
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resistance (1, 8). In Iraqgi poetry, however, the
portrayal frequently carries the immediacy of
lived experience, informed by the country’s
own turbulent modern history and the direct
proximity to the Palestinian cause (5, 7).
Comparative literature provides a powerful
lens for examining these representations, as it
enables the exploration of thematic
convergences and stylistic  divergences
between the two traditions (4, 14). This study
situates itself at the intersection of literary
analysis, cultural studies, and political
discourse, recognizing Palestine as both a
geopolitical reality and a cultural signifier
deeply embedded in the textual landscapes of

Persian and Arabic resistance poetry (12, 15).
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From a theoretical perspective, the analysis
draws on principles of comparative literature
as articulated in the American School,
emphasizing the study of influence, reception,
and parallel development across cultural
contexts (6, 17). The concept of “content
imagery” is central to this work, referring to the
representation of concrete and abstract
elements—people, places, ideals, and
struggles—within a poetic framework (10). In
resistance literature, such imagery functions
not merely as artistic ornamentation but as a
vehicle for collective memory, ideological
expression, and socio-political mobilization (3,
11). In the Persian tradition, the content image
of Palestine often incorporates religious
allegories, most notably those linked to the
Karbala paradigm, in which the Palestinian
struggle is positioned as a contemporary
reenactment of the eternal battle between truth
and falsehood (1, 12). In lIraqgi poetry, by
contrast, the imagery is frequently grounded in
the visceral realities of displacement, siege,
and destruction, though it likewise contains
layers of symbolic resonance (5, 7). This
divergence reflects broader cultural and
historical conditions, with Persian poetry
drawing more heavily on transcendental motifs
and Iraqgi poetry emphasizing immediacy and
documentary realism.

The findings from the Iranian corpus reveal a
rich tapestry of thematic preoccupations,
including resistance, martyrdom, awakening,
patriotism, justice-seeking, exile, and

liberation. Poets deploy imagery that fuses the

sacred with the political, often invoking
Quranic and prophetic archetypes to sacralize
the Palestinian cause (1, 8). Such
representations are not merely rhetorical; they
are deeply embedded in the ideological
framework of post-revolutionary  Iranian
cultural production (12). Through symbolic
juxtapositions—such as likening Palestinian
children to the martyrs of Karbala or framing
the occupied land as a sacred trust—Persian
poets aim to inspire moral solidarity and
mobilize public sentiment (10, 11). The imagery
often transcends the specificities of time and
place, presenting Palestine as a universal
struggle for justice that resonates with broader
narratives of anti-colonial resistance (3, 4).
This universalizing tendency underscores the
role of Persian poetry not only as a national
literary expression but also as a participant in
the global discourse of liberation movements.
Conversely, the Iraqi poetic corpus presents
Palestine through a lens sharpened by the
immediacy of shared Arab identity and the
parallel experiences of war, sanctions, and
occupation. Here, the imagery frequently
emphasizes oppression, the anguish of exile,
the fragmentation of families, and the
endurance of hope amidst destruction (5, 7).
Iraqi poets often engage with Palestine as a
mirror for lIraq’s own traumas, drawing
analogies between the siege of Palestinian
cities and the suffering of Iragi civilians under
war and embargo (9, 15). The content imagery
is thus imbued with a documentary realism

that resists abstraction, insisting on the



1FeF Jbo (ol o 5lod cpgw 0398 ¢ cw B Oludl g Hb ) dusis™ 4 i

visibility of suffering as a moral and political
imperative (2, 17). Yet, despite this focus on
lived reality, Iraqi poetry also incorporates
symbolic motifs, such as the olive tree as a
marker of steadfastness or the sea as a
metaphor for unfulfiled freedom (4, 13). This
balance between realism and symbolism
reflects a literary strategy aimed at preserving
cultural memory while engaging the reader’s
empathy and sense of urgency.

The comparative analysis of the two traditions
reveals substantial thematic overlap,
particularly in the portrayal of resistance,
oppression, freedom, and martyrdom. Both
Persian and Iragi poets conceptualize
Palestine not merely as a national issue but as
a moral and civilizational cause, framing it
within narratives that transcend political
boundaries (12, 14). However, the stylistic and
semantic differences are equally pronounced.
Persian poetry often gravitates toward a
mystical-value  orientation, situating  the
struggle within a metaphysical framework of
divine justice and spiritual redemption (1, 8),
whereas lraqgi poetry tends toward a realist—
critical orientation, foregrounding material
conditions, political failures, and the human
cost of conflict (5, 7). These divergences can
be traced to differing cultural and historical
trajectories, with Iranian poets influenced by
the Islamic Revolution’s ideological emphasis
on global anti-imperialist solidarity, and Iraqi
poets shaped by the country’s geopolitical

entanglements and internal crises (15, 16).

Ultimately, this study underscores the
significance of comparative literature as a
methodological framework for understanding
the cultural politics of representation in the
Middle East (4, 6). By examining the content
imagery of Palestine in Persian and Iraqi
poetry, it becomes clear that Iliterature
functions as a space where political realities
are refracted through artistic vision, and where
symbolic and realist strategies coexist to
articulate a shared ethos of resistance. The
convergence of themes across the two
traditions reflects a common moral horizon,
while their divergences highlight the richness
of regional literary expression and the diverse
ways in which poets engage with the
Palestinian cause. This interplay between
unity and difference points to the enduring
relevance of literature as both a repository of
cultural memory and a catalyst for
transnational solidarity, affirming the role of
poetry in sustaining the discourse of

steadfastness in the Arab—Islamic world (1, 8).
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