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Intertextual Analysis of Saadi’s Bustan and Al-Mutanabbi’s Qasidas Based on Gérard Genette’s
Transtextuality Approach
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Abstract

In addition to revealing the linguistic and intellectual influence of Al-Mutanabbi on Saadi—a point explored within the framework of
comparative literature—this study seeks to introduce a new dimension of meaning: the applied use of Genette’s transtextuality theory.
This research follows a descriptive-analytical methodology grounded in Gérard Genette’s transtextuality approach. According to the
fundamental principle of intertextuality, no text exists without a pretext, and all texts are constructed upon prior ones. Furthermore, no
individual text, movement, or idea is created spontaneously or without precedent. One of the fields related to intertextuality—which has
both influenced and been influenced by it—is comparative literary studies, where related works are juxtaposed and examined. This process
reflects the dialogic nature of texts. Julia Kristeva, by coining the term "intertextuality" in the 1960s, formally initiated this field of study.
Gérard Genette is among the theorists who transformed intertextuality from a purely theoretical concept into a practical framework, naming
it "transtextuality." The results of a close rereading of Saadi’s Bustan indicate the presence of hypertextual, metatextual, and paratextual
elements and show the significant influence of Al-Mutanabbi’s qasidas on this prominent Persian poet. Among Genette’s five categories
of transtextual relations—intertextuality, paratextuality, metatextuality, architextuality, and hypertextuality—the metatextual connections
found in certain verses of Saadi’s Bustan and Al-Mutanabbi’s qasidas demonstrate Saadi’s ideological commitment to the intellectual and
cultural principles of classical Persian literary tradition, contrasted with Al-Mutanabbi’s critical stance on these same principles.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The present study examines the intertextual
dynamics between Saadi’s Bustan and Al-
Mutanabbi’s qasidas through the lens of
Gérard Genette’s transtextuality framework. It
begins by challenging the long-held
assumption of authorial originality by aligning
with the foundational premise of intertextuality:
no text exists in a vacuum. Instead, texts are
dialogical entities that continuously interact
with previous texts. While Julia Kristeva coined
the term "intertextuality” in the 1960s, it was
Genette who expanded it into a five-part
taxonomy under the concept of
"transtextuality," encompassing intertextuality,

paratextuality, metatextuality, hypertextuality,
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and architextuality. This framework allows for
a structured approach to identify textual layers
of influence and transformation. Scholars of
the second generation, such as Laurent Jenny
and Michael Riffaterre, acknowledged the
value of tracing actual influences in literary
texts, unlike their predecessors who dismissed
intertextual links as  unknowable or
untraceable (2). In applying Genette’s theory,
this paper not only unveils how Saadi was
influenced by Al-Mutanabbi’s language and
themes but also how he transformed those
elements into a culturally relevant, ethically
grounded Persian poetic discourse (1).

This qualitative and descriptive-analytical
research is situated within the comparative
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literature tradition, specifically the French
school that requires linguistic disparity and
historical relations between texts as
preconditions for valid comparison (4). By
combining Genette’s theoretical structure with
this comparative methodology, the study
delves into Bustan and identifies numerous
passages that exhibit intertextual,
hypertextual, and metatextual traits.
Comparative literature, as argued by
contemporary theorists, functions not simply
as a method of comparison but as a rejection
of cultural self-sufficiency (5). The analysis
demonstrates that Saadi was not a passive
recipient of Arab literary tradition but a creative
reinterpreter. His interactions with Al-
Mutanabbi’s text reveal a conscious literary
strategy where philosophical, ethical, and
theological themes are modified and
domesticated for a  Persian-speaking
audience. Saadi's transformation of themes
such as war, death, and honor into moral and
spiritual reflections illustrates the cultural work
of transtextual writing. This study thus asserts
the vital importance of transtextual analysis in
uncovering the evolution of literary meaning
across languages and epochs.

A central argument in this article is that Saadi
performs what Genette terms "hypertextual
transformations." In multiple examples, Saadi
takes the structure or content of a line from Al-
Mutanabbi and recasts it within his own poetic
idiom and ethical framework. For instance, Al-
Mutanabbi’s assertion of pride in the face of

criticism, “wa idha atatka madhammati min

naqisin fahiya al-shahada li bi'anni kamil,”
becomes in Saadi's poetry a moral lesson on
inner dignity: “To ra har guyad falan kas bad
ast, chenan dan ke dar pustin-e khod ast.” This
transformation is not merely linguistic but
cultural and ethical (7). The paper also
categorizes these adaptations into
hypertextual subtypes such as imitation,
transformation, and parody, showing that
Saadi’'s engagement with Al-Mutanabbi is far
more than imitation—it is a form of literary
alchemy. In this regard, the study highlights
Saadi as a “textual alchemist” who transmutes
the raw material of Arabic poetry into the
refined gold of Persian ethical verse (8).
Notably, the research identifies multiple
examples where Saadi moderates or critiques
Al-Mutanabbi’s martial or aristocratic tones,
choosing instead to emphasize humility,
patience, and spiritual detachment.

In addition to hypertextuality, the study reveals
strong elements of metatextuality, particularly
Al-Mutanabbi’s

worldview. Saadi, for example, rejects the

where Saadi critiques
glorification of war and instead praises peace,
as seen in his lines “Agar pil-zuri va gar shir-e
jang, be nazdik-e man solh behtar ke jang.”
This stands in sharp contrast to Al-
Mutanabbi’s call for noble death in battle, “Ish
‘azizan aw mut wa anta karim bayn ta’n al-qgina
wa khafq al-banud.” These opposing stances
reflect deeper philosophical divergences,
shaped by personal and historical contexts.
Whereas Al-Mutanabbi valorized heroism and
elite status, Saadi viewed worldly ambition as
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fleeting and instead emphasized spiritual
vitue. The analysis draws on Genette’s
concept of metatextuality to argue that these
differences are not accidental but constitute an
embedded critique. Furthermore, the paper
discusses how Saadi adapts Al-Mutanabbi’s
rhetorical forms—such as simile and
parallelism—but reconfigures them to suit
didactic purposes, often citing Qur'anic verses
and Hadiths as textual anchors (9, 10). Thus,
the paper maps the ideological and stylistic
recalibrations that define Saadi’s distinctive
poetic voice within a transtextual field.

Equally significant are the paratextual
elements that guide the reader’'s
understanding of Bustan. Genette defines
paratexts as peripheral textual elements—
such as titles, dedications, prefaces—that
frame the reading experience and influence
interpretation (3). This study shows that the
title Bustan itself carries symbolic resonance,
connecting the text to the lIranian cultural
metaphor of the garden as a site of order and
cultivation. Dedications to political figures,
such as Abubakr Sa’d ibn Zangi, are not mere
formalities but politically charged acts that
align the author with specific ideologies and
patronage systems (16). The article also
explores external paratexts—what Genette
calls "epitexts"—such as historical context,
authorial  biography, and socio-political
upheaval, to argue that Bustan was designed
to function as both ethical guide and political
commentary. In this regard, the paper
discusses the Mongol invasion’s impact on

Persian literary consciousness and how
Saadi’'s ethical universalism serves as a
literary antidote to chaos and tyranny (15, 17).
Saadi’s emphasis on justice, governance, and
tolerance reveals the paratextual mission of
his work: to educate not just individuals but

rulers and political systems.
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