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Abstract

Currently, approximately 1,800 manuscript copies of Hafez’s Divan exist across various countries, written at different historical periods.
The printed editions available to us today are derived from these manuscripts. However, since Hafez’s Divan—as the House of Ghazal
Wisdom—holds a sacred and revered status among Iranians, many scribes, due to the widespread public devotion to Hafez, have produced
numerous copies of the text. At times, these manuscripts have even been transcribed from one another. In this study, we aim to compare
three of the most popular critical editions among the public: the edition of Hafez’s Divan prepared by Ghani and Qazvini, the edition by
Parviz Natel Khanlari, and the edition by Mr. Ebrahim Golestan, known by his literary name Sayeh. Through this comparative research,
our objective is to gain a deeper understanding of Hafez’s Divan based on its oldest manuscripts, in the hope of illuminating a scholarly
path for Hafez enthusiasts and researchers.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT

The Divan of Hafez is one of the most

cherished and widely read literary works in

Persian culture, revered not merely as a poetic
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compilation but as a vessel of spiritual insight
and mystical expression. Its sacred status
among lranians has led to the production of

over 1,800 manuscript copies worldwide,
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composed across various historical periods.
Each manuscript, shaped by scribes’
individual preferences, cultural context, and
access to older copies, reflects a layer of the
interpretive transmission of Hafez's words.
The availability of these diverse manuscripts
has naturally produced multiple critical editions
in print, each aiming to reconstruct Hafez’s
authentic voice. In this context, the current
study takes as its focus three widely circulated
editions: the critical edition by Mohammad
Qazvini and Qasem Ghani (based primarily on
a single manuscript from 827 AH), the version
edited by Parviz Natel Khanlari, and the edition
by Hooshang Ebtehaj, known as Sayeh. This
comparative analysis does not seek to
undermine the contributions of these editors;
rather, it acknowledges the complexity of
textual transmission and the reverence
Iranians hold for Hafez as more than a poet—
an almost sanctified figure in the cultural
imagination.

The methodology of this research involves a
direct comparative analysis of thirty randomly
selected ghazals from each of the three
aforementioned editions. This approach
enables the identification of textual
discrepancies, editorial choices, and possible
influences of manuscript lineage. The study
begins by examining the manuscript resources
used by each editor. Notably, Ghani and
Qazvini based their edition exclusively on a
single manuscript dated 827 AH, while
Khanlari and Sayeh referenced a larger pool of

manuscripts. For instance, Khanlari used over

a dozen sources, including the manuscripts
from 807, 811, 813, and 827 AH, while Sayeh
utilized an even broader array of manuscripts
ranging from 807 to 893 AH. This difference in
manuscript selection plays a significant role in
the textual variations observed among the
editions. While Ghani and Qazvini’s reliance
on one manuscript lends their edition
consistency, it also limits the editorial scope to
a singular textual tradition. In contrast, the
editions of Khanlari and Sayeh offer a more
eclectic reconstruction that incorporates
variant readings from earlier sources.

The comparison begins with ghazal number
five, “Del mi-ravad ze dastam, saheb-delan
khoda ra,” which contains twelve verses in
Khanlari’'s edition and thirteen in those of
Ghani-Qazvini and Sayeh. The missing verse
in Khanlari’'s edition—“Sarkesh masho ke
chun sham’ az gheyratat besuzad...”—is one
of many instances where editors made
decisions to exclude certain lines, possibly due
to doubts about authenticity or manuscript
support. Differences are also observed in
vocabulary choices. In one example, the line
“Talakh-vash ke sofi umm al-khaba’esash
khanad” appears in both Ghani-Qazvini and
Sayeh, while Khanlari’s edition substitutes
“bint al-anab ke zahed.” Such divergences
reveal both linguistic nuances and editorial
intentions. While some variants are merely
lexical, others suggest deeper interpretive
choices. In ghazal number ten, for example,
the line “Aks-e rouy-e to cho dar ayineh-ye jam
oftad” is rendered as “bar ayineh jam” in
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Khanlari’'s version, showing a syntactic
variation that subtly alters the poetic tone.

In the majority of cases, the editions by
Khanlari and Sayeh show greater consistency
with earlier manuscripts. The researchers
found that the order of verses and word choice
in these two editions often align with older
textual traditions. For instance, ghazal number
twenty-three, “Roozgar-i shod ke dar
meykhaneh khedmat mikonam,” shows similar
ordering and vocabulary in Sayeh and
Khanlari, diverging notably from the Ghani-
Qazvini edition. In another case, ghazal
number twenty-eight, “Doosh raftam be dar-e
meykhaneh khab aloudeh,” contains the line
“Shost-o-shoo’i kon o angah be kharabat
kharam,” which is rendered differently in
Khanlari’s edition as “Shost-o-shoo’i bokon
angah...”—a grammatical shift that, while
subtle, reflects an editorial stance on the
rhythmic structure of the verse. These
consistent alignments with earlier sources
strengthen the argument that the editions by
Khanlari and Sayeh are more firmly rooted in
manuscript tradition, lending them greater
textual authenticity in the eyes of scholars.

The study also includes tabular data
comparing ghazal numbers, line counts, and
content similarities across the three editions.
This dashboard-like presentation provides a
quantitative overview that complements the
qualitative textual analysis. It shows, for
example, that the number of verses in a
particular ghazal varies between editions, with

Khanlari often presenting a more concise

version. Such discrepancies may arise from
different editorial principles—whether to
preserve every line found in manuscripts or to
omit those that appear to be later additions.
This methodological distinction underscores
the importance of transparency in editorial
practice, as each decision impacts readers’
understanding of Hafez's poetic voice. The
table further reveals patterns in the treatment
of certain popular ghazals, such as “Manam ke
shohré-ye shahram be eshgh varzidan” or
“Bolbol ze shakh-e sarv be golbang-e pahlavi,”
where line counts and verse sequences vary
significantly across the three editions.

The conclusion drawn from this
comprehensive analysis is that no single
edition of Hafez's Divan can claim absolute
authority or textual purity. Every critical edition
reflects its own methodological limitations,
shaped by access to manuscripts, editorial
philosophy, and the broader historical-literary
context. While the Ghani-Qazvini edition is
valuable for its focused fidelity to a single
manuscript, it lacks the comparative richness
of Khanlari and Sayeh’s works. The Khanlari
edition stands out for its close alignment with
older manuscripts, a reflection of the editor’s
extensive exposure to early sources. Sayeh’s
edition, while also grounded in historical
manuscripts, demonstrates a slightly more
interpretive approach, at times exhibiting
modern poetic sensibilities in vocabulary
choice. Importantly, the study does not rank
these editions but rather illustrates their
respective  strengths and weaknesses,
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allowing readers and scholars to make
informed choices based on their interpretive
needs.

Ultimately, this research highlights the
enduring challenge of editing classical Persian
poetry—a task complicated by centuries of
manuscript transmission, regional variants,
and evolving linguistic preferences. Hafez,
who never compiled his own Divan during his
lifetime, became subject to scribal liberties,
editorial interpolations, and evolving traditions
of readership. The reverence Iranians hold for
Hafez, as both a literary icon and a spiritual
guide, further intensifies the responsibility of
textual editors. Each critical edition, in this
light, becomes not only a scholarly enterprise
but also a cultural act of preservation and
interpretation. The present study hopes to
contribute to this ongoing dialogue by offering
comparative insight into three foundational
editions of the Divan, enabling future editors,
literary scholars, and devoted readers to
approach Hafez’'s ghazals with greater

contextual awareness and textual sensitivity.
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