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Abstract

In this study, the author seeks to examine and compare the issue of determinism and free will in the works of Nasir Khusraw Qubadiani
and Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz using a descriptive-analytical method. The problem of determinism and free will is among the oldest and
most controversial theoretical topics in philosophy and theology, and poets and thinkers from both Iran and the Western world have held
diverse views on this issue. Leibniz, the prominent seventeenth-century German philosopher, believed that the world is governed by divine
laws and that every event has a specific cause and effect. He argued that God granted human beings free will so they could make decisions.
This perspective reflects a synthesis of determinism and free will, indicating that the world operates with a divine order, while humans
remain free in their choices. Similarly, Nasir Khusraw, the fifth-century AH Iranian philosopher and poet, addressed the concept of
determinism and free will in his works. He held that the world operates under divine power and will, and all events occur in accordance
with divine decree. However, he also referenced human free will, asserting that individuals possess agency and are responsible for their
decisions in life. The findings of the research indicate that Nasir Khusraw embraced an integrated perspective on determinism and free
will, emphasizing both divine predestination and human volition. In contrast, Leibniz distinguished between absolute necessity and

conditional necessity and, through his theory of possible worlds, sought to preserve human free will alongside divine determination.
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EXTENDED ABSTRACT
The philosophical dilemma of determinism and
free will has remained one of the most
enduring and complex challenges in both
Western and Islamic theological traditions.
This study comparatively analyzes the views
of Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz, a 17th-century
German philosopher, and Nasir Khusraw
Qubadiani, an 11th-century Persian poet-
philosopher, on this subject, emphasizing their
theological methodologies. The problem of
reconciling divine omniscience with human
agency permeates centuries of theological and
philosophical discourse, and both Leibniz and
Nasir Khusraw engage deeply with the core
tensions embedded in this debate. Nasir
Khusraw approaches the issue within an
Islamic framework, intertwining religious
doctrine with philosophical reasoning and
poetic insight. In contrast, Leibniz engages the
topic through a systematic philosophical lens,
articulating his position via conceptual
frameworks like "the best possible worlds" and
the principle of sufficient reason. The
juxtaposition of these two figures allows for a
rich comparative exploration that sheds light
on the intellectual traditions from which each
thinker emerges. While they draw from vastly
different cultural and religious backgrounds,

both grapple with the same existential
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questions: to what extent are human beings
free, and how can divine sovereignty coexist
with moral responsibility? Such questions
demand not only metaphysical considerations
but also practical implications for ethics,
theology, and the understanding of justice.

Leibniz's resolution to the problem of
determinism and free will is constructed upon
three central philosophical pillars: the principle
of pre-established harmony, the principle of
sufficient reason, and the principle of
perfection or optimality. Through his theory of
monads—indivisible, non-material substances
endowed with perception—Leibniz posits a
reality in which each monad unfolds its internal
states in harmony with all others, not through
causal interaction but through divine
coordination. This "pre-established harmony"
ensures that although events appear
interconnected, each monad operates
independently according to its inner logic. In
this metaphysical schema, human beings are
not mechanistically determined by external
causes but express their internal essence,
preserving their autonomy. Moreover, Leibniz
introduces the principle of sufficient reason,
which asserts that nothing exists without a
reason why it is so and not otherwise (18). This
principle underscores Leibniz’'s attempt to

reconcile divine foreknowledge with human
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freedom, arguing that God, being omniscient
and benevolent, selects the best of all possible
worlds—a world where even seemingly evil
events serve the greater harmony and
perfection of the whole (22). For Leibniz,
freedom is not the absence of causality but the
capacity to act in accordance with one’s
internal nature and reason. He maintains that
human volition operates under conditional
necessity rather than absolute necessity,
preserving moral responsibility even within a
divinely orchestrated cosmos (20).

In contrast, Nasir Khusraw offers a theological-
poetic framework rooted in Islamic esotericism
and moral didacticism. His views oscillate
between fatalistic acceptance of divine decree
and assertive proclamations of human agency.
Through his verses, Nasir Khusraw invites
readers to contemplate the coexistence of
divine omnipotence and human accountability.
He invokes Quranic principles and Shi‘a
theological interpretations, particularly the
doctrine of “amr bayn al-amrayn” (a position
between determinism and free will), to resolve
this paradox. This middle path, also endorsed
by many Shi‘a thinkers and rooted in the
teachings of Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq, posits that
while God creates and sustains all acts,
humans retain the capacity to choose within
that divine framework (23). Nasir Khusraw
warns against ascribing one’s sins and
shortcomings to divine fate, calling such
excuses the product of folly and spiritual
immaturity. At the same time, he
acknowledges that human actions unfold

under divine surveillance and within the
bounds of predestination. His poetry becomes
a vehicle for philosophical reflection,
encouraging discernment, introspection, and
moral responsibility even as he affirms God’s
ultimate authority. Unlike Leibniz, who
resolves the paradox through metaphysical
abstraction, Nasir Khusraw confronts it
existentially, aiming to shape ethical behavior
and spiritual consciousness through a delicate
balance of awe and accountability (24).

Both thinkers offer compelling interpretations
of human freedom vis-a-vis divine
omniscience, yet their methodologies reflect
distinct epistemological commitments. Leibniz,
influenced by Christian metaphysics and
Cartesian rationalism, seeks formal coherence
through logical necessity and theological
optimism. He argues that God’s knowledge of
human actions does not entail their coercion;
rather, God foresees choices that free agents
will make within the best possible framework
(3). For Leibniz, divine foreknowledge is akin
to viewing a film already completed—the
viewer knows what will happen without having
caused the characters’ decisions. Human
beings, then, operate freely within the
ontological blueprint God has designed, and
their actions fulfill a greater cosmic purpose,
even if such purpose is not immediately
discernible. Meanwhile, Nasir Khusraw's
epistemology is shaped by revelation, mystical
intuition, and the ethical imperative of justice.
He is less concerned with abstract models and
more invested in preserving the integrity of
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divine justice and moral responsibility. His
insistence on a balanced approach arises from
his concern that both extreme determinism
and extreme voluntarism undermine ethical
accountability and divine wisdom (2). This
emphasis on balance aligns him with Islamic
theologians such as the Mu‘tazilites, who
similarly strove to uphold human free will to
safeguard divine justice (17).

The divergence in their intellectual styles also
manifests in their treatment of metaphysical
principles. Leibniz’s metaphysics is deeply
systematic and conceptual, rooted in
mathematical precision and logical structure.
His arguments unfold through clearly defined
propositions and deductive reasoning, such as
the necessity of a sufficient reason for every
existence, the existence of infinitely many
possible worlds, and the selection of the
optimal one by a supremely rational deity (19).
He develops technical distinctions—such as
that between “necessity per se” and
‘conditional necessity”—to navigate the
tension between divine omniscience and
contingency. Nasir Khusraw, on the other
hand, embeds philosophical insights within
poetic metaphors, allegories, and didactic
narratives. His treatment of fate and volition is
grounded in a lived spirituality and aims to
guide believers toward ethical maturity rather
than metaphysical clarity. Whereas Leibniz
seeks to defend God against the charge of
injustice through logical rigor, Nasir Khusraw
frames moral agency as a path to divine
proximity, spiritual enlightenment, and societal

reform. These differences reveal the
respective strengths and limits of rationalist
versus mystical-theological discourse in
grappling with perennial questions.

Despite these differences, one important
convergence is the rejection of pure fatalism.
Both thinkers resist the notion that human
beings are passive instruments in the hands of
fate. For Leibniz, freedom is intrinsic to rational
agency; without it, moral responsibility and
divine justice become incoherent. Similarly,
Nasir Khusraw condemns those who use fate
to justify moral failings and spiritual
negligence, portraying such rationalizations as
blasphemous and intellectually dishonest.
Both underscore the need for individual
responsibility, even within a framework where
divine will is operative. They stress that
understanding divine decree should not lead to
despair or apathy but to deeper reflection and
ethical engagement. Leibniz achieves this
through his metaphysical optimism—his belief
that our world, despite its imperfections, is the
best that could possibly exist given divine
wisdom. Nasir Khusraw achieves it through
exhortation and theological moderation, urging
his audience to neither deny divine will nor
absolve themselves of their duties. Together,
they demonstrate that the problem of free will
and determinism is not merely speculative but
foundational to questions of justice, piety, and
human purpose.

In conclusion, the comparative analysis of
Leibniz and Nasir Khusraw reveals both the
universality and contextual specificity of the
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discourse on determinism and free will. While
Leibniz constructs an intricate philosophical
framework grounded in logic, harmony, and
divine perfection, Nasir Khusraw approaches
the issue through ethical reflection, poetic
symbolism, and theological mediation. Both
thinkers reject deterministic fatalism and affirm
the significance of human agency, albeit
through different epistemological and cultural
lenses. Their respective frameworks—
Leibniz’s rationalist metaphysics and Nasir
Khusraw’s esoteric theology—provide
valuable models for reconciling divine
omniscience with moral accountability. Their
insights remain relevant in contemporary
debates where science, religion, and ethics
intersect to revisit ancient questions about

freedom, responsibility, and the divine order.
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